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Minutes of a Meeting of Plumtree Parish Council held on Monday November 11, 2013, at the Burnside Memorial Hall,
Plumtree at 7.30pm
Couns. David Martin (chairman)
Mark Bailey
Fiona Carruthers
Adrian Kerrison
Jonnie Richards
Mike Clark
Also present: The clerk Mike Elliott, Coun. Mrs Fiona Mason (Rushcliffe BC), Coun. Reg Adair (Notts County
Council) and six members of the public.

1]

Apologies There were none

2]

Declarations of Interest There were none

3]
Minutes from previous meeting on September 23, 2013 were accepted as circulated and signed by the
chairman after it was point out the name Timmans was spelt incorrectly at item 11.
4]

Casual Vacancy.
The clerk reported there had been three nominations for the casual vacancy created by the resignation of
John Brook. He said all three nominations were eligible to stand for co-option, being on the electoral list. The
three were Michael Bylina, Carrigreen, The Poplars, Gemma Louch,1 Town End Cottages and Roy West,
Cotgrave Road
The council wished to discuss the information on the three nominations and the chairman proposed that
the press and the public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the item on the grounds that it
involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to
Meetings) Act 1960. The motion was unanimously approved.
After a brief recess the members returned to vote on their recommendation and Coun. Clark proposed this
be by ballot. After the vote count by the clerk it was announced that Mrs. Gemma Louch had been co-opted.
5]

Parishioners Reports (the meeting being closed to allow this item to proceed)
Various matters were raised including the amount of traffic on a Sunday passing through the village,
access difficulties from Church Lane, a break-in at a property on Bradley’s Yard while the occupants were in
residence. The need for more support for the Neighborhood Watch scheme was outlined.
The number and speed of buses and lorries using Church Hill was raised as a concern as well as the
number of vehicles parking on Church Lane.
The question of a defibrillator being provided in the village was to be raised as an agenda item at the next
meeting.
6]

Clerk’s Report and update on previous meeting business
Church Hill speeding cars: Notts County Council says this is a matter for the police. Parking on Church
Hill is not an offence unless obstruction is caused.
20mph limits: Notts County Council have confirmed that private schools are included in the 20mph
outside schools project but they will be delivering the restrictions outside the local authority funded schools first. It
is proposed to introduce advisory 20mph speed limits outside all schools where they are felt to be needed between
September 2013 and March 2016. In relation to the remainder of the local authority funded schools scheduled for
delivery in 2014/15 and 2015/16, speed surveys are being undertaken between September 2013 and March 2014
so that a rolling programme of speed limits can be developed and delivered. It is intended that delivery will be
spread across the districts. They will be prioritising delivery of 20mph speed limits outside local authority funded
schools until a programme for their delivery has been finalised. They will not be undertaking speed surveys outside
private schools or determining a programme for their delivery until all the County funded schools have been dealt
with.
Bend sign near the church: The request for a bend warning sign has been added to the new signing
scheme request for consideration for the 2014/15 financial year.
The parish council finance regulations do not need to include comment in respect of tenders being sought
from firms where members or relatives have a connection.
The plaque on the Millennium sign had been replaced.
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7]
Correspondence Coun. Richard Butler, Notts County Council, wrote in regard to the LIS scheme and
said it was being drastically reduced in regard to funding for it, from £3m to £500,000. The clerk reminded the
meeting that the council had an application in with the County for village name signs.
8]
Highway matters
The clerk said there had been no response in respect of the council request for
the hedge alongside Church Lane to be cut back. The matter would be progressed and if need be the County
Council would be asked to intervene.
There appeared to have been no action by either Notts County Council or Rushcliffe Borough Council in
respect of clearing main road rubbish and weeds and the clerk was asked to make another approach.
9]

Planning Matters
Applications: There were none
Rushcliffe Borough Council decisions

There we none

Coun. Mrs Mason reported on the discussions at Rushcliffe Borough Council in regard to the Green Belt
situation and said as far as Plumtree went it was being proposed that the central part of the village should have an
inset category and that the remainder of the parish would be a washed over area as far the green belt was
concerned. Members expressed concerns and it was agreed that Coun. Kerrison and the chairman or whichever
member was available should meet the officer concerned at the Borough to discuss the matter.
10]

Finance It was agreed to authorise payment of accounts as per the schedule

11]
Street Lights: The council discussed the question of street lights being turned off at 1am. There had
been a suggestion from Church Lane they should be restored to all night use. The Project Manager for the Energy
Saving Scheme at the County Council has advised that street lights can be switched back on as long as it with
the agreement and backing of the whole Community and local County Councillor. Coun. Adair said there was a
need at the County to keep an extremely tight rein on its expenditure and if money was spent on additional lighting
hours it would not be available for other expenditure such as dealing with pot holes on Church Lane where
residents were complaining of a need. The clerk was asked to write to Coun. Adair and the County council to seek
comment on the possibility of lights being returned to all night working for Church Lane.
12]
Environmental matters The question of renovation work to the War Memorial at the parish church was
discussed and the meeting was told prices for the proposed work were being obtained. Coun. Carruthers said
she was progressing with updating the Emergency Plan and asked for members to advise where they knew of
changes in telephone numbers and names included in the current issue.
The clerk was asked to check on the situation concerning power to the old telephone kiosk in the village.
13]

Parish Council Village Website Coun. Carruthers reported increases in viewing figures.

14]
Chairman’s matters Coun. Martin reported on his attendance at the police liaison meeting. He said he
had been assured that the strength of police presence in the area was being increased. The dates for meetings of
the council in 2014 were to be investigated.
15]

Agenda Items for Next meeting January 23, 2014 at 7pm. Nothing further was raised.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10pm.

