Gargoyles

WHAT’S ON IN AUGUST

There are gargoyles on the outside of some of our
church buildings. These stone carvings are monstrous
beings, carved into shapes of people, animals or
fantastic monsters, with the details being terrifying,
comic, bawdy or macabre, but rarely “Holy”. So—what
are gargoyles all about?
The
dictionary
definition is a
spout usually
in the form of
a grotesquely
carved face
or figure,
projecting
from a roof
gutter. The
word comes
from the Old
French
“gargouille”
and the Late Latin “gurgulio”, both meaning throat—a
root shared with our words “gargle” and “gurgle”.
In the days before pipe drainage, rainwater needed to
be thrown clear of the walls and of the church
foundations to prevent damage, and it was done by
using a projecting spout. This spout could be
decorated, and so came to be carved as the throats of
these monstrous beings, spewing the rainwater safely
away.
On some buildings you’ll find similar figures that are
not actually designed for water drainage. In that case
they are not technically gargoyles but are called
“grotesques”.
The Gothic builders and masons clearly relished the
opportunity these downspouts provided to indulge their
imaginations and we can assume that the stone
carvers were given a more or less free hand in
executing them when we see their impolite gestures
such as pulling faces, sticking tongues out, picking
noses (or worse!)
This month, look out for gargoyles, and think about
what they might be saying to you. Are they illustrating
lessons from the Scriptures? Showing you what life is
like outside the church? Frightening away evil spirits?
Examples of free expression by clever workmen? Do
you enjoy their humour or do you find them out of
place on sacred buildings? If you were replacing one
of them, what design would you use?

Regular Events
Contemplative Prayer: Contemplative Prayer Mondays at
4.30pm. Venues to be announced, phone for details 01361
883315.
Study Group: begins again in the autumn
Meeting Point: begins again in the autumn
Sunday Services (10.30am)
August 6th: 8th after Trinity Isaiah 55 1-5, Psalm 145. 8-9
and 14-21, Romans 9. 1-5, Matthew 14. 13-21.
August 13th: 9th after Trinity Rev G. Redpath
1 Kings 19. 9-18, Psalm 85. 8-13, Romans 10. 5-15, Matthew
14. 22-33.
August 20th:10th after Trinity Rev B King
Isaiah 56. 1, 6-8, Psalm 67, Romans 11. 1-2a and 29-32,
Matthew 15. 10-20.
August 27th:11th after Trinity Rev Sheila Cameron
Isaiah 51. 1-6, Psalm 138, Romans 12. 1-8, Matthew 16. 1320.
.Special Events
5th August: Duns Show. Volunteers needed! See Genny.
16th August: Meeting Point at 2.30 pm in Church Hall to
prepare Syllabus for 2017/ 2018 Session, Come along with
ideas for an interesting and exciting Programme.
19th. August: Wedding at 12.00 noon, Elizabeth Liddington
who some time ago with her parents Mike & Kath were much
valued members of Congregation in Christ Church.

FOODBANK UPDATE
Dear All,
I apologise for not getting in touch re the Foodbank at the
end of June. I had lost my internet access through a faulty
modem and it has taken my internet services three and a
half weeks to supply a new one. Such is life!! During June
we had 18 referrals keeping up a consistent demand.
The Foodbank is pretty well stocked and there is at present
no particular demand for specific foods etc.
Your regular giving is appreciated as always.
Every blessing,

Charles
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Material for inclusion in the September newsletter
should be submitted as early as possible and by
Tuesday, August 22nd at the latest.
Email: ratzelbaumuk@yahoo.co.uk

Dear Friends
First of all, can I thank you all most sincerely for the
welcome that you gave me at my first service in Christ
Church as your Interim Rector on the 9th of July. I
appreciate it deeply and I promise you that I will do all that
I can to ensure that this period of interregnum goes as
smoothly as possible.
Change can be a real challenge and, to be honest, quite
scary. Ken and carol have been an integral part of all your
loves for the past 14 years and their departure will of
course, raise many different emotions and questions. I see
this as a time of great growth and opportunity. Christ
Church has amazing people who are deeply committed as
Christians and member of the church. We need to be able
to cash in on this wealth of skill and knowledge as we look
forward to the appointment of our new Rector.
Who will that Rector be? When will they be appointed? Will
they only be our Rector? Can we afford it? These are just
some of the questions that we need to answer in the next
few months. I do not know what those answers may be, but
I do know that by working together and communicating
with each other, covering everything with prayer, will make
those answers come clear to us.
This is a time to really ask ourselves what type of church we
want to be and how we want to fit into the community. I
believe that we have huge resources, not only in our people
but also in the incredible area in which we live. Who would
not want to bring up a family or live in the stunning Scottish
Borders. We have a beautifully positioned Rectory in a
cracking town with great schools and facilities. We can
offer love encouragement and friendship. What a great
opportunity we have to offer to a priest and their family (if
any). Yes, we need to think about funding and how we pay
a stipend or part of a stipend, but let’s think rich and really
push ourselves so that we can contribute as much as
possible to ensure that we can finance our faith in
monetary terms as well as in prayer and worship.
There will be many discussions but I urge to talk openly
among your selves. Tell the vestry what you are thinking
and what you can do to make the process easier. Let’s be
excited and positive as we leap on to this new part of our
spiritual journey together. Oh I nearly forgot, let pray, pray
and pray again.

I leave you with this thought that I believe passionately to be true
and which I shared with Kelso before my appointment there.
A congregation who eat together, pray together and laugh together,
rarely has to take a vote.
With my love and prayers to you all
Preb Bob King
01573 224163

rectorofkelso@gmail.com

CHURCH BRASSES
The church brasses: Cross, Candlesticks,
Lectern, Processional cross, etc. are in need
of someone to clean them!
If anyone can spare a little time once every
couple of months to make them shine
again, it would make such a difference.
I myself, spent many years cleaning them
before handing over to Sandra Grigg, who cleaned them
for a while, but since she gave up some time ago, they
have not had any attention.
If you think that you could help restore them to their
former glory, please just take yourself along to the
church and clean every piece of brass that you can see!
It can be quite rewarding to see them sparkle, believe
me! Thank you.
Marlene
Please continue to pray for Christina Fairclough who
has come through her surgery and is recovering at the
WGH.
Also Dick Dennys who is awaiting results on his heart
condition and has temporarily stepped back from his
role as treasurer. Also remember Birthe in your
prayers—her sight is still giving her problems, though it
seems to be improving at the moment.
Andy and Kate say:
We saw Christina on Saturday (22nd) - she has been moved out of
the High Dependency Unit (HDU) and is now in a room on her own
in Ward 57 in the Anne Ferguson Building at Western General. She
is recovering well but sore and tired. She is looking well and has
lost none of her independence of mind. She sends her love and is
looking forward to being back in Christ Church.

Vestry Update
The vestry met on July 10th. This was the first
meeting since Ken left us and the first with Bob King
attending as Interim Pastor. Bob explained the role
of Interim Pastor as guide and mentor as we
manage through the interregnum and move towards
appointing a new Rector. Bob emphasised his love
for every one of us and that he will always be
available in any emergency. Bob’s emergency
contact number will be on the newsletter. Bob and
Grace will work with the vestry and the Worship and
Spiritual Growth Group to source cover for most of
our Sunday services; Bob and Grace will each do
one service over a six-week cycle.
Jean Fraser, assisted by Philippa, will be our first
port of call for non-emergency pastoral care.
Other matters to report are that we will be renting
the Rectory until we appoint a new Rector. The
quinquennial review will be complete by the time
you read this.
The church office has been moved from the Rectory
into the upstairs Church room and we now have a
telephone line into Church so there will be WiFi
broadband in due course.
We have also agreed to purchase new microphones
that don’t depend on how you hold your arm!
Please pray for our new Rector, whoever they are
and wherever they may be.
Peter Estibeiro (Vestry Chair)
Belated Birthday Wishes to Joan
Wheadon who celebrated her 80th
Birthday on 21st July.

Congratulations to Jennifer
Kinghorn on the birth of her
grandson Cameron Michael, a son
for Rachel and Richard Shields and
a brother for Lauren.

