August 5th is the feast of
St Oswald of NortHumbria
With a father known as “Aethelfrith the Ravager” it was hardly
surprising that Oswald turned out to be a warrior. His father
was killed in battle when Oswald was eleven years old and the
family fled to Scotland, where Oswald studied at Iona and
became a Christian. In 634 he formed his own army and
returned to England. At the battle of Heavenfield near Hexham
he defeated King Cadwallon of Gwynedd and took the throne of
Northumbria.
Bede claims that Oswald was recognized as king of all Saxon
England. He was famous for his personal spirituality, piety,
faith, his devotion to the kingdom, his charity to the poor, and
his willingness to take arms to defend his throne. His reputation
as a saint originates in his encouraging Christianity in
Northumbria. He sent to the monks of Iona for an evangelical
Bishop and when Aidan arrived in response to Oswald’s
request, he set up a strong missionary movement based at
Lindisfarne, near the Royal Court at Bamburgh.
One Easter Oswald was about to dine with Aidan. A crowd of
poor people came begging. Oswald gave them all the food and
the wealth he carried on him, then had his silver tableware
broken up and distributed. Aidan was so moved by the king's
generosity that he grasped Oswald's right hand and exclaimed,
"May this hand never perish!" For years after, the king was
considered invincible. He was killed in battle with invading
pagan Welsh and Mercian forces on August 5th 642 at
Maserfield, Shropshire, where he was reported to have died
praying for the souls of his faithful bodyguards. His body was
hacked to pieces and his head
and arms stuck on poles. Legend
has it that his hand was enshrined
as a relic in Bamburgh church and
that his head was taken to
Lindisfarne and later interred in
the tomb of St. Cuthbert in
Durham cathedral.
Oswald’s influence lives on in
Britain—churches, schools and
other institutions are named after
him and his Royal Standard of
purplish-red and gold forms the
basis of the coat of arms of
modern Northumberland.
Research by HP

WHAT’S ON IN AUGUST
Regular Events
Contemplative Prayer: Contemplative Prayer Mondays
at 4.30pm. Venues to be announced, phone for details
01361 883315.
Bible Study Group: begins again on Wednesday,
September 5th.
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Meeting Point: begins again in the autumn

Sunday Services (10.30 am)

A Place for Peace and Hope

August 5th: Proper 12: Presiding A Lester
Exodus 16.2-4,9-15, Ephesians 4. 1-16 Psalm: 78. 23-29
John. 6. 24-35

Seeking to be a family of caring people growing in the
knowledge and love of God through Jesus Christ and
expressing that love, with the help of the Holy Spirit,
through our relationships with one another and our
service and witness in the community.

August 12th: Proper 13: Presiding Rev. U. Shone (to be
confirmed)
1 Kings 19.4-8; Psalm 34.1-8; Ephesians 4.25-5.2;
John 6.35,45-51
August 19th: Proper 14: Presiding Rev. G. Redpath
Proverbs 9.1-6; Psalm 34.9-14; Ephesians 5.15-20;
John 6.51-58
August 26th: Presiding Rev. A. Simpson
Proverbs 9.1-6; Psalm 34.9-14; Ephesians 5.15-20;
John 6.51-58

Advance notices
Duns Show is on 4th August.
There will be a service at St Anne's Dunbar on August
6th at 11.15 for Hiroshima Day.
The Order of St John is running an armistice centenary
event at Springwood Park, Kelso on 9th Nov. Your
support would be much appreciated and a notice with
information on it is displayed in the church.
The renewed church of St. Ebba's Eyemouth is having an
open weekend 20th/21st October and a Dedication
service on 25th November taken by Bishop John.

Christ Church Contact Details
Address: The Rectory, Wellfield, Duns. TD11 3EH
Telephone, message only: 01361 882209
email: Christchurch.duns@outlook.com
Interim minister - Prebendary Bob King
Address: St. Andrew's Rectory, 6 Forestfield,
Kelso. TD5 7BX
Telephone: 01573 224163
email: rectorofkelso@gmail.com

Website: www.christchurchduns.org.uk
Charity Number SC009385
Material for inclusion in the August newsletter
should be submitted as early as possible and by
Tuesday July 31st at the latest.
Email: ratzelbaumuk@yahoo.co.uk

“To Be Loved and To Love
Is Like having the Sun
on Both Sides of your Face”
This is what our nine-year-old
granddaughter said to us. It made
us feel so warm inside to think of
her appreciating this. I have found
it hard not to look around us and
to feel God’s great blessing upon
us this very special summer. It is so
easy to keep rushing and not stopping to be grateful
at the beauty that God places in front of our eyes.
The smiles that greet us as we go about our daily life
seem to be in plenty, I believe it could be due to the
joyful shaft of sunshine that has warmed us for so
long, perhaps in our little ways we can warm the
hearts of those we meet. We must never forget the
sadness of those that feel unloved, and have no one
to love, may we can remember them in our prayers
and by visiting them where it is appropriate.
May the good and beautiful things in this world help
to bring the God’s love and understanding of all
everywhere and alleviate the pain and suffering that
sadly exists.
Julia Trotter

Vestry Update
We are managing well through the vacancy. Our Worship Group are
doing an excellent job and we are exceptionally well supported by
Bob and Grace as Interim Pastors. Between Bob, Grace, support
from other visiting clergy and the occasional reserved sacrament we
are maintaining our schedule of Sunday services and the number of
attendees is growing!
The Outward Focussed group is continuing to engage with the
community, organising talks by our mission partners and a concert is
being planned at Manderston, probably next May. It would be great
if this coincided with the appointment of our new Rector.
In consultation with Diocese we have now written formally, on behalf
of the three charges in Duns, Coldstream and Eyemouth, with a fully
costed proposal and a request for five years of financial support to
appoint a full-time priest in Berwickshire, based at the Rectory in
Duns. The Dean, Frances Burberry, suggested five years rather than
three to “give the plan time to work”. We are optimistic that our
proposal will be approved. we plan to advertise the vacancy on-line,
in the Church Times and by word of mouth, in August.
Please continue to pray for our new priest, whoever they may be.
Please also remember those in our congregation who are facing
physical or mental illness and possibly difficult times ahead. And
thanks to all involved in pastoral care and those who selflessly look
after our beautiful Church with flowers, coffee and a welcoming
word.
Peter Estibeiro, July 2018.

This month, please pray for Christina and for
Mark: to give them the strength to enable
them to endure what must be very sad and
stressful times for them.
Also remember Anne and Stewart McLean in
your prayers and give thanks for the safe
arrival of Rowan, grandson to Jean & Ross
Miller. And continue to pray for all we know
who are suffering and needing to feel God’s
loving presence in their lives.

The “Meeting Point” ladies enjoyed a summer outing to
the Mayfield Garden Centre in Kelso.

Dear Friends
I am delighted to announce that with
immediate effect the Rev Grace Redpath has
been appointed as Associate Priest of St
Andrew’s Episcopal Church Kelso. Grace and I
will work together in association with our
other Retired Clergy and Lay Ministers to
further the work within our town and beyond.
The Bishop of Edinburgh will commission
Grace on Sunday 14th October at 10.00 am as
part of St Andrew’s Harvest Festival
celebrations.
I could not be happier to be making this
announcement and look forward to
continuing our joint ministry for many years
to come.
Please pray for Grace and Keith as they start
this new stage in their lives.
With my love and prayers
Bob

FOODBANK UPDATE
The demand on the Foodbank to provide food
parcels remains high for us in Berwickshire with
29 referrals in June thus matching the May output.
The stocks are at a reasonable level and we thank
you for your generous giving over the last month
when we had reported that stock levels were
becoming critical.
There is a need for the following: Tinned Veg
including Potatoes, Tinned Meat, Long Grain
Rice, Sugar.
Other then that, please give across the spectrum
adhering to your list of Food Requirements.
The hot weather doesn't reduce people's need of
food and thank you for your faithfulness in
supplying these needs.
Every blessing,
Charles

