June 9th is the Feast of St. Columba
Columba was as born in Ireland in 521, a prince of
Donegal. As a member of the warrior aristocracy,
he was excommunicated and exiled because of the
part he played in a murderous battle. He decided
to do penance as a missionary and founded the
monastery schools of Derry (545), Durrow (553)
and Kells (554) before sailing with his companions
to Scotland in 563. They landed at Iona where he
built a church and monastery that served as a base
for his evangelism. He made numerous conversions
among the Picts, including King Brude and paved
the way for the conversion of Scotland to
Christianity. He died on Iona in 597.
The “Iona Community”, dedicated to reviving the
spirit of Celtic Christianity, was established in 1938
and has restored many of the ancient buildings on
Iona. The picture shows a representation of the
8th Century “St Martin’s Cross” which still stands in
front of the Abbey. It is probably the best-known
Celtic cross.
The most famous legend connected with Columba
was written down about 100 years later by Sankt
Adamnan, who himself had connections with
Columba’s monastery on Iona. The original Latin
manuscript is held in Schaffhausen Library in
Switzerland. It concerns Columba’s missionary
journey to the Inverness area. During the trip he
came to Lochend, where the River Ness meets the
loch. There he met a Pictish funeral party, who
explained to him that the deceased
had been mauled to death by a water
monster. Columba immediately
instructed one of his companions,
named Mocumin, to swim across the
river and commandeer a boat moored
there. Mocumin threw himself into
the water, the monster surfaced and
started towards him, but Columba
made the sign of the cross and
commanded the monster to stop. The
beast sank back into the depths and
when the Picts saw this, they became
Christians. It was indeed a great
miracle and one for which seekers
after Nessie, 1400 years later, would
probably give anything to see reenacted!
Research by HP

WHAT’S ON IN JUNE
Regular Events
Contemplative Prayer: Contemplative Prayer Mondays at
4.00pm. Venues to be announced, phone for details 01361 883315.
Bible Study Group: Wednesdays at 10.00 a.m. At the moment we’re
studying Mark’s Gospel.

CHRIST CHURCH DUNS
Teindhillgreen
Duns, TD11 3DX

Meeting Point: 6th June at 2.30 pm with Murray Henderson.

Wildlife in Duns Castle Nature Reserve.
Meeting Point 27th June. We finish the season with an outing to
Kelso Garden Centre. Names to Dorothy Plenderleith. Jean Miller is
seeing to lunch menu.

Sunday Services (10.30 am)
June 3rd: Proper 4: Second Sunday after Pentecost
Rev M Raven presiding
1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20) Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 2 Corinthians
4:5-12 Mark 2:23-3:6
5.00 pm Evening Prayer

A Place for Peace and Hope
Seeking to be a family of caring people growing in the
knowledge and love of God through Jesus Christ and
expressing that love, with the help of the Holy Spirit,
through our relationships with one another and our
service and witness in the community.

June 10th Proper 5: Third Sunday after Pentecost
Rev G. Redpath presiding
1 Samuel 8:4-11, (12-15), 16-20, (11:14-15) Psalm 138
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 Mark 3:20-35
June 17th Proper 6: Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Revs. A&A Simpson presiding
1 Samuel 15:34 - 16:13 Psalm 20 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13),
14-17 Mark 4:26-34
June 24th Proper 7: Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Preb. B. King presiding
1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49 Psalm 9:9-20 2
Corinthians 6:1-13 Mark 4:35-41
Boy:
Mum, why can't I swim in Loch Ness?
Mother: Because of the monster.
Boy:
But Dad's swimming there.
Mother: That's different. He's insured.

Christ Church Contact Details
Address: The Rectory, Wellfield, Duns. TD11 3EH
Telephone, message only: 01361 882209
email: Christchurch.duns@outlook.com
Interim minister - Prebendary Bob King
Address: St. Andrew's Rectory, 6 Forestfield,
Kelso. TD5 7BX
Telephone: 01573 224163
email: rectorofkelso@gmail.com

Website: www.christchurchduns.org.uk
Charity Number SC009385
Material for inclusion in the July newsletter should
be submitted as early as possible and by
Tuesday 19th June at the latest.
Email: ratzelbaumuk@yahoo.co.uk

Workplace Chaplaincy
On 11th April I attended a presentation on WPC.
This grew out of ’Scottish Churches Industrial
Mission’ in 2010. There are currently 8 team
leaders and around 100 trained chaplains in
Scotland. In 2013 a National agreement was
made with the Fire Service and chaplains work
from a number of fire stations round the country.
They also have a presence in Royal Mail sorting
depots, retail outlets and council offices. Locally,
Joanna Smith works in Scottish Borders Council
offices in St Boswells as well as with shops in
Galashiels.The current aim of WPC is to build
good foundations for a sustainable future by
increasing the number of chaplains, paid or
voluntary, and make meaningful church
partnerships.
What exactly do the chaplains do? While making
it clear they are a christian charity they do not
preach or actively seek to convert. They are there
to listen and be alongside people on their life’s
journey. For large organisations with their own
HR or Wellbeing team, the chaplains act as an
external support, offering an independent,
impartial and confidential ear. Good Listening
skills are therefore key to this ministry and form
part of the 3 month inducation or training.
As the Duns area is largely a rural one, discussion
was had about helping farmers who often live and
work in isolation and among whom mental health
issues are abundant. In England there is a
Farming Community Network but this doesn’t
exist in Scotland. WPC is therefore trying to form
partnerships with organisations like the NFU and
RHASS at Ingliston.
I would like to suggest to Christ Church that we
adopt WPC as one of our Mission Partners. I see
their ministry as a valuable way of linking church
with secular communities and businesses.
Philippa

Vestry Update
Dear All,
The Vestry are very busy at present, both with our
own meetings and meeting with the other
Berwickshire churches. We now have a “new website”
thanks to the hard work of J. Starkey. Vestry felt it
was essential for any applicants to be able to access
information about Christ Church. The address is
http://www.christchurchduns.org/
Please take a look and if you have anything to add let
me know.
We have noticed that pledged giving is £1400 down
this year when compared to 2017. This is due to
various reasons, people leaving the area and due to
the deaths of members. If you donate by pledged
giving our Treasurer says by increasing your giving
by £1 a week will remove the downfall. Please
consider doing this. If you would like to donate
through your bank by standing order there are forms
at the back of church that you can take to your bank
(if it is still open!) or I can give you our bank details if
you use online banking.
It is essential that we can prove our financial stability
to the diocese.
The financial information concerning all the
Berwickshire vestries required by the diocese has
now been collated by P. Estibiero and sent to the
Bishop for approval. Then we can advertise our
vacancy.
Christ Church have received a bequest of £500 from
Sheila Glanville who was a much-loved member of
Christ Church before moving to Berwick upon Tweed.
Our next meetings are on 4th June 3.30 pm. with
Berwickshire Vestries and 18th June 5.00 pm. Christ
Church Vestry.
Christina Fairclough

FOODBANK UPDATE
Dear All,
During the month of April there were 21
referrals which is the highest number of
referrals so far this year.
This has been a busy month. We should
rightly acknowledge the tireless, unseen and
unheralded work of all the 'helpers' who put
the Foodbank parcels together and deliver the
goods. Our grateful thanks goes to them for
without them the Foodbank would not work!
The Foodbank is in URGENT need of the
following items: Marmalade; Jam; Tinned
Meat; Pasta Sauce; Tinned Rice Puddings;
Tinned Custard; Coffee.
Stocks are also getting LOW on the
following: Breakfast Cereals (Including
Porridge Oats); Tinned Fruit
Again many thanks too to all of you who give
so regularly and keep this valuable service to
the needy going. Without you also the
Foodbank would not work!
Every blessing,
Charles
Please pray for those who are ill,
housebound and in care in our families and
in the Community.
Welcome to Aaron Grigg, baby son for Stacey
and James and a second grandson to Sandra
& Bruce also to Ellis, second son for Danielle
& Keiran Wilkinson and great grandson to
Jean & George Fraser.

