A GUIDE TO THE CHURCH OF THE
ANCIENT PARISH OF
ST TUDY, NORTH CORNWALL

This guide was originally prepared, in 1994, by The Reverend Raymond
Wood, then Rector of St Tudy. The guide was revised and updated by the
St Tudy History Group in 2017. All proceeds go to Church Funds
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Introduction
The St Tudy circular churchyard is considered by Cornwall County
Archaeologists to be built on the site of an Iron Age round – there is also
evidence of several other Iron Age remains in the village and its environs,
indicating that this area has been a settled community for more than 2,500
years and thus the term ‘ancient’ in our title.
According to medieval traditions, Christianity arrived in Britain in the 2nd
or 3rd century and the existence of Romano Christian inscriptions in
Cornwall suggests that Christianity existed in the county by the end of the
5th century. Cornish bishops were reported to have assisted in the
consecration of St Chad, Archbishop of the Mercians, in 664 but their
names are merely legendary. The first recorded Bishop of Cornwall is
Kenstec who was consecrated between 833 and 870. He professed
obedience to the Archbishop of Canterbury, marking a stage in the
incorporation of the Cornish Celtic Christian church into the English
church; at that time Cornwall was a separate kingdom and Dungarth was
the King. Bishop Kenstec’s seat lay in "the monastery of Dinuurrin"' just
outside what is now Bodmin. The name Bodmin comes from “Bos-Menegh”
in Cornish meaning “abode of monks” and probably references the
ecclesiastical centre established there by St Petrock and St German. In
994, King Ethelred refers to the "Diocese of Cornwall under the patronage
of St German and St Petrock".1 Various bishops lived at St Germans and
Bodmin, but in 1086 Cornwall became an Archdeaconry under the Bishop
of Exeter, although some authorities suggest a unification with Exeter as
early as 1027 under Bishop Lyfing2. It remained so until 1876 when the
first Bishop of Truro, Dr Edward Benson, was consecrated. The present
diocese of Truro is almost the same as the County of Cornwall.
It is not until the early mediaeval period that St Tudy comes into focus. As
mentioned in his will of 899, King Alfred owned property in Triconshire or
Trigg. The parish of St Tudy lies in the Hundred of Trigg and the ancient
Deanery of Trigg Minor and, like many parishes, villages and towns of
Cornwall, even claims an association with the mythical and mysterious
King Arthur. A Mr Hals in the 17th century wrote: "In this parish an I take
it, or St Kew, ... is still to be seen the ruins of a once famous and treble
intrenchment of our ancestors the Britons, called Dameliock Castle, and
taxed by the name of Dimelihoc, in the Domesday Book 1087, wherein
Gothlios, Earl of Cornwall fortified himself against Uter Pendragon's
1
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soldiers: in which place he was slain about the 5th century”3. In 1824, it
was said of "King Arthur's castle at Damelioc in St Tudy" that the lands
about "this venerable fortress have been enclosed and cultivated and
defaced by furze and brambles”4. The site Mr Hals refers to cannot be
identified with any confidence. However, there are a number of Iron Age
hillforts in the area, the majority outside the parish, one of which may
relate to this tale. Pencarrow and Castle Canyke to the south; Dunmere to
the south-east; Penhargard to the east; Killibury to the north-west and
Helsbury to the north-east.
In March 1646 St Tudy was briefly the campsite for Lieutenant General
Oliver Cromwell, during the Civil War. The Parliamentarians had entered
Cornwall that year reaching Launceston on 25th February and Bodmin on
2nd March. It is recorded that Cromwell ‘lay all that night about S Tudde,
with 1,000 horse and 400 dragoons in case the enemy should attempt
break eastward and make Ware-Bridge5, over which they were to pass’6
St Tudy parish is 3,257 acres, much of which is farmland. A large vein of
greenstone traverses the parish and is reflected in many buildings. The
population was 502 (100 houses) in 1801, peaking to 661 in 1841, 579 in
1871, dropping to 390 in 1961, rising to 570 (230 houses) in 1991. The most
recent census (2011) reports 604 people and 255 houses. The number of
houses in St Tudy has increased substantially and the number of occupants
in each house has reduced. A two bedroomed cottage that may have once
housed a three generation family of 8, 10 or more is now home to perhaps
just two or three people. Kelly Green was a village justifying its own chapel
150 years ago, now less than 10 people live there. Until the mid 19th
century there were five principal villages in the parish; Churchtown, Kelly
Green, Penhale, Polshea and Tamsquite. Thomas Rowlandson (1756-1827)
the famous artist used to stay at nearby Hengar Manor and produced
several pictures of the thatched cottages of Churchtown, which is now
recognised as St Tudy village.
Saint Tudy
There is no ancient written life of Saint Tudy but he is
mentioned in the lives of two other famous Breton (and Cornish) saints,
Maudez (Mawes) and Corentin (Cury). From these we know that Tudy was
a 6th century monk and active missionary. He was one of three monks
proposed as the first Bishop of Cornouaille, Brittany but the final vote went
3
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to St Corentin, and Tudy was made an Abbot in charge of a monastery7.
Tudy founded monasteries and churches on the
north and west coasts of Brittany and other
chapels bearing his name were founded by monks
taught by him. In the fine Norman church of LocTudy, Brittany, there is a 15th century statue of St
Tudy. Other nearby places are Ile-Tudy and PortTudy; and rheumatism sufferers invoke the saint
at Fontaine St Tudy.
Our parish of St Tudy lies between the north
Cornish port of Padstow and the south Cornish
port of Fowey – making sea journeys both easy and
likely, particularly during the 5th and 6th
centuries, (often referred to as the "Age of
Saints") when Christianity spread under the influence of the so-called
"Celtic Saints" - missionaries journeying along all the western seaways
between Brittany, Cornwall, Wales and Ireland to spread their message.
We cannot know whether Saint Tudy himself visited here but it is probable
that the church was founded as long as 1,400 years ago by one of his
monks. In a footnote to the history of Saint Tudy, the 11th century ‘Leofric
Missal’8 records that relics of the Breton Saint Tudy were preserved in
Exeter Cathedral having been given by Athelstan, King of England in the
10th century. It is believed that the relics, originally held in Brittany, were
brought to Britain in 920 by the abbot and inhabitants of Loc Tudy, fleeing
a Viking raid before being given to King Athelstan. It is interesting to
speculate that the relics may have even perhaps rested in a church at St
Tudy during their journey from Brittany, to Athelstan and Exeter.
St. Tudy is referred to in Liber Exoniensis9, though not in the Domesday
Book of 1086. The parish is described as Eglostudic and in other medieval
registers as Ecclesia Sancti Tuddii or Sancto Tudio. Other spellings include
Tedy, Tidy, Tewdy, Tudye, Tudec, Tudi, Tudius, Uda, Ude, Udy, Udye,
Edye. Some of these spellings have led to the erroneous suggestion of a
connection with St Udith or St Editha, "the natural daughter of King Edgar
by the Lady Wolfchild" who died in 984.10
7

‘The Cornish Church Guide' Frere pp26
The Leofric Missal - an illuminated manuscript, not strictly a conventional missal, from
the 10th and 11th century, now in the Bodleian Library at Oxford University.
9
The Liber Exoniensis or Exon Domesday - a composite land and tax register associated
with the Domesday Book of 1086. It contains a variety of administrative materials
concerning the South West. The sole surviving copy is MS 3500 in Exeter Cathedral Library.
10
‘The Parochial History of Cornwall’ Gilbert 1838 pp 93
8

5

St Tudy feast day is celebrated on 11th May. In the past, the patronal
festival has been celebrated here on 23rd May, as it is in Loc-Tudy in the
south of Brittany. This difference may date from after 1752, when the
Gregorian Calendar was introduced into England resulting in many events
being moved on by 11 days. A Royal Charter dated 19th July 1705 was
obtained for two fairs or market days on 9th May and 3rd September, these
were held in Victorian times on 20th May and 14th September the
corresponding dates in the new calendar, but have long since lapsed.
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CHURCH
The church is 350 feet above sea level, surrounded by a circular churchyard
(God's acre) which is usually taken as evidence of Celtic origin, in the
centre of the pretty village. Originally, people would have met in the open
air with the priest to celebrate the Mass, perhaps around a stone preaching
cross. Any church built on the present site before the end of the 6th
century, would have been a simple rectangular structure of wood or rough
stone with very small windows.
Nothing remains of any pre-Norman
building. A carved head on a corbel above
the first pillar can be seen as one enters
from the porch. It was discovered in the
rubble under the altar during the repaving
of the sanctuary in 1932 and is presumed
to be from an earlier St Tudy church.
The church is a Grade 1 listed building of
special architectural or historic interest. It
consists of a chancel of two bays, 21 feet
by 20 feet 6 inches; nave of four bays, 56
feet 3 inches; north aisle, 33 feet by 16
feet 6 inches; south aisle, 64 feet by 14
feet 6 inches; a 68 foot high western tower and a south porch.
The first church was probably just a chancel and nave with transepts added
in the 13th or 14th centuries. The cruciform plan was later done away with
when processional aisles were constructed, though this development, on
the style of the piers, is likely to have been after 1500. The unbuttressed
three-stage tower could be a little earlier, perhaps late 15th century. Of
the aisles, the south aisle of 6 bays and porch was built first and after a
short pause, the north aisle begun. The latter aisle was not completed,
probably because building work was curtailed by the Reformation after
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1548. A sign that the north aisle was intended to be as long as that on the
south side is the fact that the three bays end in a complete pier butted
against its west wall. This was a time when masons with their improved
tools were more freely able to fashion hard stone, and the 3 feet thick
walls are of roughly coursed slatestone and granite ashlar facings,
monolith granite pillars with capitals and roofs of Delabole slate with
crested pottery ridge tiles.
Many Cornish churches were extensively reordered in Victorian times but
the costs of such work was often far beyond the scope of rural parishes,
hence the work was phased and this can be seen at St Tudy. Significant
costs would have been incurred to excavate and replace earlier tombs and
burial plots under the flooring; it was far simpler and cheaper to rubble
fill the void, concrete over and lay tiles and wooden flooring or platforms,
together with a heating system. Roofs needed replacing because of the
general failure of medieval woodwork, the weight of those timbers pushing
the arcades out of line, nail sickness and failing scantle slating, while the
ceiled portions were also generally rotten. The oak pewage in many
churches had often been hacked about to provide box pews, ‘free’ seating,
and in many cases was wormed and rotten.
The church was extensively repaired and reordered in the 1830s, and under
the direction of architect James Piers St Aubyn, was subject to a
significant restoration and reordering in 1873 at a cost of £1,151 when,
amongst other works, the flooring was replaced, new pews were installed,
the roofing replaced and the North door removed. Further work was
undertaken on the tower and bells in 1888.
An organ was installed in 1892. In 1894, the plaster was removed from the
internal walls, which were then pointed. The external walls were
repointed in 1952. In 1932/4, the chancel was reordered and soon after a
Lady Chapel altar and aumbry were installed in the south aisle. This altar
was removed during the restoration of 1972/5, when the windows were
reglazed and stonework repaired. After refurbishment, it was rededicated
by the Bishop of Truro Right Rev Bill Ind on 12 December 2002. The organ
was renovated in 1979 and rebuilt in 2006/08 after a public appeal by Dr
Geoffrey Gibbons, the Church Organist.
A further restoration was undertaken in 1993/4 when the font was moved.
A bulge in the stonework on the east face of the tower was removed,
drainage, path access to the tower was improved and plastic rainwater
goods were replaced with cast iron. Rainwater hoppers bearing the date
1829 can still be seen on the east wall. The church was completely reroofed in 2005 at a cost of £50,000 following an appeal chaired by Lady
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Pamela Le Bailly.
In 2014 Diocesan approval was granted for the removal of three rows of
pews at the rear of the church to create an open space for liturgical as
well as social events in the church. Additional underfloor and under seat
heating was also installed to generate a little warmth for the congregation
in winter months. A substantial bequest in the will of Joan Wyles made all
this possible.
SOUTH PORCH
The Tudor period porch with its freestone walls, carved oak roof timbers
and stone floor, was enclosed with Victorian gates which kept out the dogs
but let in the gales and rain from the prevailing south west wind. In 2001
the family of Major Walter Magor CMG, OBE DL of Lamellen donated funds
in his memory to install glazed oak doors to reduce draughts and conserve
heat.
NAVE
North Aisle
Before 1830 a west gallery was built into and in front of the tower arch,
this gallery was replaced by a low screen. Such galleries provided ‘free’
seating and were the places where the gallery band sat and played. A hymn
or psalm would be announced and the congregation would be instructed
to turn and ‘face the music’. Now the nave is separated from the tower by
a Parana pine and glass screen given in memory of Hilda Baldock (18891970) chauffeuse at Tremeer, and made by Harry Hooper of St Tudy. This
is flanked by slate tablets of the Ten Commandments carved by Mr Davy
of St Tudy.
The north-west corner was made into a Remembrance area in 1979. Here
is a memorial to the fallen of the 1st World War (known at the time as the
"Great War") and a collage of 68 photographs of men and women from the
parish who served in that War. It is in fact one single plate photograph
made by W. Cutler of Bournemouth. The senior officer shown is Surgeon
Vice Admiral Sir Arthur May of Tremeer. The Book of Remembrance bound
in blue embossed leather and housed in a table made by Ron Knevitt of St
Tudy, was given in memory of Wilfred Burden in 1978. The names of those
recorded, are remembered in the prayers on the Sunday of, or before,
their anniversary date. The fallen of the Great War have been extensively
researched by the St Tudy History Group and a short biography of each

8

man is now available on their website (www.sttudyhistorygroup.co.uk).
Further to the right is a series of photographs of many St Tudy villagers
that served in WWII.
Looking eastwards one sees the
distinctive Tudor period wagon
shape Cornish roof. The wall
lights given in memory of Ruth
Cave (1987) replaced hanging
pendants which obscured the
view of the chancel.
The
decorated ceiling panels were
removed in 1873 but, while not
unusual,
spoilt
both
the
appearance and the acoustics.
The pitch pine pews were installed in 1873 and the well polished Victorian
brass umbrella holders on the pew ends have been retained, though the
cast iron water collectors were removed to make floor cleaning easier.
The new pews replaced original medieval, but uncomfortable, oak ones
with attractive carved bench ends. These oak pews were piled in the
churchyard ready to be burnt, when they were seen by William Lower of
Tregreenwell. He is reputed to have paid the workmen one sovereign
(£1.00) for them and had them installed in Michaelstow Parish Church,
where they are still used. Originally, there were no pews in churches; the
congregation stood or knelt. As a concession to the elderly and infirm,
some churches had stone benches affixed to the side walls: from which we
get the saying, "The weakest go to the wall". Being the only public
building, the nave would be used for secular functions; in some places
even as a market. Hence the need for a screen to separate the holiest
part, the chancel. The later custom of paying pew rents ceased in 1868,
so parishioners no longer had a legal right to a particular pew.
The attractive embroidered cross-stitched kneelers were made in 1981 by
parishioners, both children and adults, under the guidance of Lady Pamela
Le Bailly; each one bears the initials of the embroiderer. The various
designs include flowers, animals, school and church scenes, as well as local
family connections.
The flooring was made of old slate tombstones, from which most of the
inscriptions have become obliterated by the passage of time. As in many
Cornish churches of the same period, there was a corresponding north door
opposite the main south door. Prior to 1873, this north door would have
been used for funerals and processions. In the niche of this former north
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doorway, hangs a lovely painting of "The flight into Egypt" of Joseph and
Mary with the infant Jesus. This is an 18th century copy of the original
painting in the Vatican by Barocci and was given by the Revd John
Nankivell in 1947. This picture is flanked by two Magor memorials and the
1804 one is a good example of Regency design. Several members of this
Lamellen family are buried outside the north doorway.
To the right of the old North Door is a
memorial tablet to Baron Edward Alan
John (Eddie) George, GBE, PC, DL
Governor of the Bank of England from
1993 – 2003. He retired to St Tudy and
took the village name becoming Baron
George of St Tudy in the County of
Cornwall.
The stained glass panel of the "Good Shepherd" in the 3-light cinquefoil
window was given in memory of Giles Jory Lang of Tamsquite (1787- 1864).
Beside the respond is an unusual carved slate "Tables of Kindred and
Affinity" (or Prohibited degrees). Parliament has since changed the law,
relaxing many of the former exclusions.
Below is an illuminated "List of Rectors" inscribed by Ken Hatton of St Kew
and given by Major Walter Magor in 1984. An up to date list of Rectors is
at Appendix 1. There would have been priests here before the first one
shown in 1264, but they were not legally instituted then. According to the
list, the longest serving incumbent was Matthew Broke (1534-91), a
remarkable 57 years throughout the unparalleled changes in our
ecclesiastical history during the reigns of Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary and
Elizabeth I. The most unusually named Rector has to be Obadiah Ghossip,
extruded from office in 1650 during the Commonwealth.
His successor was Nicholas Leverton, described as “so profligate while
studying at Oxford that his contemporaries could not bear the cost of his
prodigality”. Leverton left Oxford, and after a brief sojourn as a
schoolmaster in Padstow, embarked for the West Indies spending time in
Barbados, Tobago and Bermuda and experiencing many adventures11
before becoming Rector of St Tudy in 1650 where, it is reported he
assaulted a John Maby (Quaker) for ‘asking of Priest Liverton (sic) parson
of St Tudy how one might knowe ye true prophettys from ye false” 12.

11
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Another Rector was Edward Trelawny (1677-1727), the brother of Jonathan
Trelawny, Bishop of Bristol - of whom the ‘Song of the Western Men’ is
said to have been written. The origins of this song are obscure. Parson
Robert Stephen Hawker, of Morwenstow, claimed in 1824 to have written
the song and a version was published in a Plymouth newspaper in 1826 but
no author was cited. In the late 17th Century a ditty began to circulate
around Cornish taverns suggesting a Cornish army had marched on London.
However intriguingly, perhaps the earliest written evidence for the song
comes from St Tudy's church registers where there is a ‘doodle’, probably
by Edward Trelawney, of part of the refrain that can be dated to around
1678. The ‘doodle’ can be seen, on request, at the Cornwall Records Office
that now holds the Church Registers from that time. Edward Trelawny was
an "absent Rector" (a common custom in those days) for he was also
Archdeacon and Dean of Exeter. St Tudy’s connection with Rectors from
the Trelawny family lasted 84 uninterrupted years from 1660 to 1744.
At the Norman Conquest, the advowson of Eglostudic (St Tudy Church) was
seized from the monks of Bodmin by the Count of Mortain, and later held
by the Kellygren family. On 18th March 1700, the advowson passed to the
Dean and Chapter of Christ Church, Oxford for the sum of £215. However,
the next presentation in 1727 was made by the then Archbishop of
Canterbury because Edward Trelawny (who died in office) was also a Dean.
Christ Church, Oxford, is still the patron of St Tudy, but in 1977 the
incumbent was presented by H.R.H. The Duke of Cornwall, the patron of
Michaelstow, because it was His Royal Highness's turn to present to the
united benefice. St Tudy was joined as a Benefice with Michaelstow in
1975 and with St Mabyn in 1981. In 2010 Christ Church’s “right of
presentation” was suspended for five years by the Diocese of Truro after
consultation with the other patrons, Viscount Falmouth and HRH the Duke
of Cornwall as well as the PCCs of St Tudy, St Mabyn and Michaelstow. This
was renewed for a further five years in March 2015. This means that the
vacancy of Rector to the Benefice will not be filled during that period.
However, the Parish is well served by the Priest in Charge of our Camel
Side Cluster of seven churches including St Breward, Helland, Blisland and
Temple.
In 2013 Michaelstow ceased to be a parish church and became a Chapel of
Ease, the parish name becoming St Tudy with Michaelstow.
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LADY CHAPEL
The Lady Chapel in the North Aisle is
a peaceful place for private
contemplation and prayer. Following
refurbishment, it was rededicated by
the Bishop of Truro Rt Rev Bill Ind on
12 December 2002. He consecrated
the beautiful wooden altar which was
crafted and donated by Phil Tizzard
in thanks for villagers’ support and
generosity after the fire at his forge
in the centre of the village in May
2002. The patchwork altar frontal was also given by retired
schoolteacher Nora Sheer, in memory of the many pupils she had taught
during her 24 years at St Tudy School. She designed and meticulously
hand stitched the colourful patchwork between August 2002 and October
2003. Nora described her task as a wonderful experience of joy and
love. It is estimated there are over one million stitches in the four
panels representing the four seasons which surround the silver cross
enclosed in a stained glass patchwork frame. Her diary keeping a daily
note of the progress made may be read in the Chapel. It is worth
spending a little time looking at the many features she has incorporated
into the design. In the window bay is a statue in German iron of the
Madonna and Child. A similar statue of the Crucifixion is kept in the
Vestry. Both statues were given to the church by Reverend John
Nankivell". The chapel also displays more fine carvings in slate and
granite and a Remembrance Book where entries to celebrate the life of a
loved one or a special occasion may be requested.
CHANCEL AND SANCTUARY
In 1873, the plaster ceiling was removed and, as part of the wagon roof
was decayed, it was replaced in varnished pitch pine. The carved angels
decorating the joints at the terminals had already disappeared. The eight
shields in the side rows of the roof represent implements of the Passion,
the sacred Monogram (IHS), and the Crowned Maria. They were cut from
some ancient bench-ends previously in the southwest aisle, and the letters
gilded. The four 19th century crests in the middle rows are of Christ
Church (patron of the living), Oxford University, Canterbury Province and
Exeter the former diocese.
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There would once have been a Rood screen crossing the chancel and north
aisle, on which were once displayed figures of the crucified Christ flanked
by the Virgin Mary and St John. These were removed, presumably during
the English Reformation, which required figures and sculptures to be
removed from churches and walls white-washed to cover any painted
images. In the north aisle, beside the organ, is the corresponding stairway
which enabled people to gain access to the Rood. Above the pulpit is a
hole in the wall which may have been a creep-through for people that
needed to move along the rood loft to veil statues.
Pulpits became obligatory under Queen Elizabeth I (1558-1603) but this
oak one is a Victorian replacement. On the pulpit is a figure of the Risen
Christ given in 1966 in memory of Walter Willcocks, Headmaster of the
school. It was specially carved for the church in elm from Hengar Manor
by Fritz Loeng, alias Faust Lang, who came to St Tudy from Oberammergau
as a refugee. Loeng once played the part of Christ in the famous Passion
Play performed there every ten years in thanksgiving for delivery from the
Plague.
The lectern, with oak pedestal and walnut revolving two-sided book rest,
was presented by F.J. Hext of Tremeer in 1874.
The attractive silver-plated processional cross is for use by a choir.
In 1873 the chancel vaults were closed and the floor level raised,
concealing the base of the pillars. The east wall was previously covered
with monuments and mosaic tiles. The Victorian parclose screens and
choir pews of pitch pine were varnished, but the varnish was removed in
1934. The attractive chequered slate flooring was installed when the
sanctuary was re-ordered in 1932. The altar rails were given by Miss
Pinwill of Plymouth. The kneelers at the rail were given in memory of
Melville Grose (1930-84) who was Churchwarden here for over 20 years.
On the altar are the elegant silver-plated four candlesticks and a crucifix
given by Mrs Gillian Magor in 1948, who also made several of the
embroidered vestments. Behind these is an exquisite 18th century framed
silk panel embroidered with gold thread, formerly an Italian altar frontal.
This was given by Mr T.H. Button in memory of his parents in 1948. The
central symbol of the Sacred Heart is not of our tradition but it is not out
of place. The 4-light cinquefoil with foliations cusped East window has fine
Victorian stained glass. A memorial to John and Elizabeth Magor, it was
given by their family in 1879 and restored in memory of Daphne Magor in
1974. It depicts the Garden of Gethsemane: on the north side the Risen
Christ appearing to Mary, and on the south side the angel appearing to the
disciples. The top tracery has three escutcheons denoting an Eagle & Book
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(St John the Evangelist), the instruments of the Passion, and the Chalice
and Host. In the corners of this tracery (and in the south east window) are
the last vestiges of the once fine medieval glass, which includes segments
of human hands. The stained glass windows were destroyed by the
Puritans.
The triptych to the left of the altar is a print of The Crucifixion (Perugino).
It is a standard one which was issued to service units during World War II.
However, this one was the reredos in the chapel of HMS King Alfred (194045), the shore station where thousands of "hostilities only" Royal Navy
Volunteer Reserve (RNVR) officers were trained. The Chaplain of HMS King
Alfred, John Nankivell, became Rector of St Tudy in 1946.
The picture to the right was presented in 1930 on behalf of Belgian
Refugees who donated it in gratitude for the help they received when
housed by parishioners during World War I. This panel painting of the Last
Supper is a good copy of a 1570-80 one by an artist of the circle of
Anthonie Blocklandt13 and it reflects the tradition of 16th century Flemish
ORGAN
Prior to 1892 the only instrument available in St Tudy Church was an
harmonium. It was decided to replace it with a pipe organ and a
mechanical action instrument was installed by Brewer & Co of Truro in
1892. By 2004 it was clear that it was necessary to carry out major work
on this organ and the Diocesan Organ Advisor, Jonathan Mann,
recommended a complete rebuild. The work was entrusted in 2006 to
David Gridley of Penzance in consultation with the church organist Dr
Geoffrey Gibbons. The present organ is an amalgam of the Brewer original
and a 1954 Hill Norman & Beard organ from St Francis Church, Solihull
which had become redundant. That instrument was given to Dr Gibbons by
the Rector of Solihull and brought to St Tudy in 2004. The current
specification involved the use of most of the pipework of both organs,
rescaled where necessary. Several additions were made to the stop list. In
2008 the Viole d’Amore was added and the original specification was
completed in 2009 by the addition of a Large Open Wood on the Pedal.
The entire project cost almost £37,000. The organ is generally considered
to be one of the best Parish Church instruments in the County and is
regularly played by recitalists. Details of the organ are at Appendix 2.
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VESTRY
The current registers and communion vessels in use are kept in the
fireproof safe, see Appendix 3 for details of the Church Plate. In 1538,
Thomas Cromwell, Henry VIII’s Vice Regent in Spiritual Matters (Vicar
General) ordered parish registers to be kept to record Baptisms, Weddings
and Funerals in St Tudy Church as in all other churches. Our ancient
registers and papers, dating from 1559 onwards, are kept at the Cornwall
County Record Office. They can be seen by appointment and provide
fascinating reading: for example, revealing that a smallpox epidemic in
1767 resulted in at least 22 deaths in the parish; and they mention earth
quakes or tremors in the parish during 1826, 1837, 1852, 1859 and 1883.
Copies of the registers recording Births, Marriages and Burials are available
for inspection locally by contacting the Parochial Church Council.
Beneath the organ is the Lower family vault. On the north wall is the
granite tomb slab with fine bold lettering of an unusual layout. It is for
Margery, wife of Humphrey Lower who owned Tremeer (1686). Margery
Lower (nee Billing) came from a Quaker family at Hengar Manor. Her
husband Humphrey became a friend of George Fox the celebrated Quaker,
entertaining him at his house and visiting him in Launceston Gaol. Their
son, Sir Richard Lower was born at Tremeer on 24th June 1691. Richard,
an eminent physician to King Charles II, was the first doctor to perform
blood transfusions, initially on sheep. Samuel Pepys mentions in his diary
that, after these experiments on animals, Arthur Coga was Richard’s first
blood transfusion patient, a risky practice before blood groups were
known. Richard’s brother was Sir William Lower (d.1662), a distinguished
author of several books.
Other memorials in the vestry on the north wall are to Charles Hodson,
Rector (1846) and George Garrick, Curate (1849); and on the east wall to
Harry & Caroline Hocken (1842 & 1871).
FONT
This lead-lined “transitional Norman” font is of the tabletop type, with a
square bowl and chamfered corners, decorated with shallow blind arcading
on the sides. The font stands on a round shaft or column supported by
four pillars with moulded bases on modern granite steps. In the 14th
century it was decreed that fonts should be locked to prevent the holy
water (which was then left in the font) being desecrated and the 20th
century oak cover with wrought iron embellishments provides for this. One
can see where the former fitting has broken the stone, perhaps when the
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lock was forced open or by corroded iron
fastenings. Though it was not moved for this
reason, in its present position the font
provides an impressive focus when baptisms
take place usually during Sunday services.
Adjacent to the Font is the framed standard
of St Mawgan Royal Naval Association.
Originally placed in the Lady Chapel, ‘this was
put to rest’ in St Tudy Church on
Remembrance Sunday 11 November 2007.
Near the font is the Parish Chest dated in brass
studs on the lid, “RB : IL 1755”. This chest
would then have contained the church’s
valuables and the three locks were normal for
such chests in the days before banks. Three
keys were ordered in the King’s injunctions of
1546; the Rector and the two Churchwardens would each have a key so
that the chest could only be opened when all three were present.
SOUTH AISLE
In the tracery of the southeast window are larger pieces of the ancient
glass, as mentioned in the east window. Here are segments of the chalice
and host, the mystic rose, the monogram IHS and M (the sacred monogram
of Jesus and M, the Virgin Mary). The dominating blues and reds and the
traces of silver stained white glass suggest an approximate date of the 15th
century.
Beside the Priest’s door is a former piscina made into an aumbry, not now
in regular use. As mentioned earlier, the southeast corner was reordered
in 1993 when the font was moved from the southwest corner.
Two candlesticks/flower-stands were made by Gerald Wilton in St Tudy
Forge in memory of Mr & Mrs Leonard Garland. Mr Garland was the
Headmaster of our school from 1905 to 1936.
VIKING COPED GRAVESTONE
The 8 foot long ancient copestone of carved granite is a fascinating
artefact and probably over 1,000 years old, possibly evidence that St Tudy
was an important early Christian site. It was located on the north side of
the churchyard but moved into the porch in 1933, as it was becoming
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damaged by moss and verdure, and subsequently into the church itself.
Coped grave markers are very rare in Cornwall, others being found in
Lanivet (one), St Buryan (two) and Phillack (one)14. They are mainly found
in areas of northern Britain which were
invaded by the Vikings, in the 10th-12th
centuries, especially parts of Yorkshire,
Cumbria and central Scotland. They appear
to be an elaborately decorated, stylised
form of a house, perhaps representing a
chieftain’s hall which may have been
designed to be placed over a coffin or
perhaps a body.
The Vikings were originally pagan, but as
all artefacts like this have been found in
churchyards it would suggest that these
people had settled and accepted
Christianity. However, there have been no
coped gravestones found with Christian symbols, only Scandinavian
designs, often including animals.
Some of the earliest coped stones which have been found in Govan,
Scotland and Brompton, Yorkshire have a different design with a curved
roof ridge like an up-turned boat (called a ‘hogback’) and elaborate ends
shaped like massive beasts such as muzzled bears.
The tomb in St Tudy is more like the ‘warriors tomb’ style, with
Scandinavian scroll-like patterns on the sides and roof with interlaced knot
or triquetra pattern with blind arcading on the sides. It would have
required considerable skill to make, so this monument indicates the burial
of a wealthy and very important person in the early medieval period.
MONUMENTS
It used to be the custom for important personages to be buried on the
sunny side of the church and most of the interior monuments in this church
are now in the south aisle, though several of these have been moved from
elsewhere during renovations. The Delabole slate carvings in this church
are amongst the earliest and finest in the county. The splayed panels of
the Nicholl and Reskymer tombs are exceptionally well cut in high relief.
Mr Sacheverall Sitwell wrote "another group of local monuments to be
14
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enjoyed in a particular district, and nowhere else, is represented in the
Elizabethan slate reliefs in Cornwall, as at St Tudy, with kneeling figures
and much lead-cistern decoration, the whole constituting something rare
and peculiar to that far country outside or beyond England".15
At one time, the Manor of St Tudy belonged to the Nicholl family. Partly
covering the east window is the sumptuous marble and freestone
monument, erected in 1681 by his wife Amy, to Anthony Nicholl of Penvose
(1611-1659); which was moved from the choir arcade bay in 1873. This
monument must have been even more impressive when painted in its
original colours, traces of which can just be seen on the effigies of Anthony
and Amy kneeling on opposite sides of a faldstool; they were formerly
surrounded by coats of arms and other ornaments.
On the front of the tomb are their five sons kneeling: Anthony, John,
Peter, Anthony II, and Humphrey.
The arms of Anthony Nicholl are on
a slate over the adjacent priest's
door. He was a member for Bodmin
of the Long Parliament, closely
connected with Pym and Hamden.
But for Pym's influence, he would
never have been allowed to take
his seat for he had not been legally
elected. With other Presbyterians
he took the "Solemn League and
Covenant" to buy Scots' help in the
war against King Charles I. When the king was captured in 1647, Nicholl
refused to vote for his death and was accordingly accused by Cromwell
with "high crimes and misdemeanours" impeached and imprisoned. He
was released from prison the next year and appointed for life Master of
the Armouries in the Tower, in which office he died in 1659. He was
buried at the Savoy. In 1650 he ejected the legal Rector of St Tudy,
Obadiah Ghossip, and intruded a nominee, Nicholas Leverton, of his own.
At the Restoration, the patron exercised his rights ousting the intruder
and appointing an orthodox Churchman.
Anthony's son Humfrey (1651-1699) is named on a marble tablet at the foot
of the tomb, as a Patron of Letters, Peace and Religion, and zealous in the
cause of the restored Monarchy. Humfrey's son Anthony (1678-1721) to
whom there is no tablet, was the person who, in conjunction with Edward
Trelawny (Rector 1667-1721), secured Letters Patent on 19th July 1705
15
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granting two fair days for the benefit of the poor in the parish.
On the east and south walls are several tablets to the distinguished Onslow
family who lived at Hengar Manor. The first baronet, Admiral Sir Richard
Onslow who lived in Wiltshire, received the title for services as second in
command at the Battle of Camperdown, 11th October 1797. He married
Anne daughter of Matthew Michell in 1773. (Captain William Bligh,
mentioned later, served with distinction in the same battle.)
On the south wall below the second window (from the east) is a slate panel
which was on the east wall behind the altar before 1873. This is carved in
high relief of a mother kneeling at a faldstool with three daughters. There
are no names or dates but the five escutcheons of arms denote who they
were. The first shield with the arms of Reskymer impaling Denzell show
that the mother is Alice, daughter of John Denzell, Sarjeant-at-Arms, and
widow of William Reskymer of Polrode, a Gentleman of the Chamber at
the Court of Henry VIII. William died on 14th January 1563/4 (i.e. 1563
before New Year's Day was changed from 25th March to 1st January).
There is a record of Alice’s burial at St Tudy but not for William whose
brother John was an MP for Cornwall. The three daughters shown are Anne who married, first John Trelawny (who died in 1568) and then Sir
William Mohun; Katherine who married Peter Courtnay; Johanna who
married Thomas Lower; Francisca who died unmarried before her mother
is not shown. In an article in the 1980s, Edwin James mentions this
memorial with its numerous family shields. He states that John Denzell's
mother was descended from Henry VIII's family of Skewys or Skuse; and
that they "have the unique distinction to claim descent from King Arthur
and the right to remain covered or wear their hats in the presence of the
Sovereign".
The memorial, between the two windows, to Phillippa, daughter of
Humphrey Nicholls and wife of John Silly of Trevelver (1610-1669), amused
some local young men, for it can be read as: "Phillippa - Silly wife of John".
A tablet in memory of Violet (1884-1933), below one to her mother,
daughter of Lt Henry Stockton U.S. Navy and Kathleen (nee Onslow) shows
that American service marriages predate the Second World War.
Covering the Hengar vault on the floor of the south aisle are slate
memorials to the Billing family. They are so worn that the carved figures
and dates are barely visible but in 1879 Maclean 16 records the details of
deaths from 1579.

16
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Between the second and third windows is a memorial to Colonel Samuel
Michell (1701-1786). He was a brother of Captain Matthew Michell of the
"Gloucester" who accompanied Lord Anson on his memorable voyage
around the world. He became the owner of Hengar through his wife, a
daughter of Sir Richard Lower, who inherited it from his mother Margery
(nee Billing). Above is a Regency style tablet to his nephew Matthew, son
of Commodore Michell (1751-1817).
The diamond-shaped wooden panels are funerary hatchments
commemorating Mrs Louisa Sarel, who was married twice and died in 1847.
Louisa’s memorial tablet is between the third and 4th windows on the south
wall. The helmet and crest are those of her first husband, Matthew
Michell, who lived at Hengar and died in 1817.
A hatchment (the word derives from the French achevement meaning
achievement or accomplishment) was created at the time of a noble
person’s death, to be hung on the wall of their house during the period of
mourning, and later transferred to the parish church.
They depict the shield, helm, crest and other items that in earlier times
would have been carried at the funeral of a nobleman or knight. The
background colours indicate whether the person whose arms are
represented is dead (black) or alive (white), with the dexter (right-hand
side) showing the husbands coat-of-arms, and the sinister (left-hand side)
showing the wife’s.
The heraldic description of the hatchments are17:
On the left (East): for Matthew Michell of St Tudy who married
Louisa Hervey.
Dexter background black. Argent, a chevron azure between seven
dragons’ heads erect erased, four and three vert, with cross
crosslets issuing from their mouths (Michell), impaling, Gules on a
bend argent three trefoils slipped vert (Hervey)
Crest: on a helmet in profile, an arm embowed in armour, in the
hand a sword.
Beneath the shield is the motto ‘Resurgam’
17

‘Hatchments in Britain’, Volume. 7, Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, et al., Peter Summers and
John E. Titterton (eds), Chichester 1988 (OUP).
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On the right (West): for Louisa, relict (widow) of Matthew Mitchell
who married again to Mr Sarel, and died in 1847.
All black background. On a lozenge. Per chevron argent and azure
three garbs counterchanged (Sarel), impaling Hervey.
On the south wall under the third window is a slate monument to Margery
Lobb (1661) and her husband William Lobb (1663). It threatens death by
arrows to anyone who removes the memorial from the tomb.
The stained glass window by Frederick Drake of Exeter was erected in
memory of Dr William Pearce MRCS (1818-1893) a regular parish church
worshipper who lived in St Tudy for over 50 years. In the centre light is St
Luke; on the left, the restoring to life by Elijah of the widow of Zarephtha's
son (1 Kings 17.21); and on the right, the raising of Jairus's daughter (Luke
8.54). In the tracery openings are angels bearing a scroll on which is
written "Luke the beloved physician". There is also a tablet in the St Tudy
Methodist Chapel, Chapel Lane, to Dr Pearce, for he sometimes played the
organ there.
Below this window is a memorial tablet to another St Tudy physician, Dr
Bernard Francis Bailey (1890-1944). He served the parish for 25 years and
owned one of the first motorcars here.
To the left of the south door is a tablet placed by descendants of Admiral
William Bligh of ‘Bounty’ fame (of which more later).
Above the south door is the small plaster Royal Coat of Arms (1837) that
Henry VIII (1509-1547) decreed should be put in parish churches to confirm
that the king was Supreme Head on Earth of the Church of England.
Changes in custom or fashion since then resulted in such Arms being
removed or installed at various dates thereafter.
Beside the door is a carved slate tablet of "The Creed".
The modern elm cupboard with sink and bookcase, was made by a St Tudy
craftsman Jonathan March. This was installed in 1993, in thanksgiving to
Norman & Alison Partridge whose legacy made the restoration work
possible. The magazine rack above the cupboard was made at the same
time in memory of Wilma Murphy (1907-1993), whose husband, Gerald,
was Rector of St Endellion for many years before retiring to St Tudy.
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On the west wall to the left of the tower doors are two other beautifully
carved slate panels. One, to the farthest left, depicts Humfrey Nicoll
(1535-1597) with his wife Jane Roscarrock (whose face is damaged). The
Nicoll family settled at
Penvose, St Tudy, at the
beginning of the 16th century.
He is the grandfather of
Anthony, mentioned earlier,
whose daughter Mary married
Edward Lower of Tremeer. His
sister Jane married John
Amydas of Plymouth who
presented a pewter flagon to
the church.
The other more elaborate memorial is of Humphrey Nicholls (1577-1643),
son of Humfrey. He is represented with his wife Philippa (nee Rouse) and
four surviving daughters (they had 13 children in total) with the coats of
arms above them which indicate their marriages. Philippa (1610-1669),
who married John Silly of Trevelver. Her memorial tablet, surmounted by
a skull and crossbones is between the first and second windows in the south
aisle. Ann, the second daughter, was baptised at St Tudy at the same time
as Phillipa and may have been a twin. She married Richard Silly. Dorothy,
who was not married at the time the monument was made, as is indicated
by her head-dress and the shield over her head. She later married Richard
Archer of Benboll. The fourth daughter was probably Johanna.
This set of carved panels is very rare and highly regarded18; in 2014 they
were protected by plate glass, the £4,000 cost of which was covered by
the Historic Churches Trust. A translation of the Latin text can be found in
Maclean.19
TOWER & BELLS
The original church did not have a tower, and the tower we see today was
added in the 15th century. It is unbuttressed, in three stages with
battlemented parapet and crocketted finials and stone newel staircase. It
was constructed in three stages and is 68 feet high to the garret and 76
18
19

Continuity and Change (British Archeological Reports 2006) Paul Cockerham
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feet to the top of the four pinnacles. At the base of the tower, the west
door is a 19th century replacement, and above the surrounding granite
moulded arch with hood mould is a 15th / 16th century 3-light window.
Bells are the loudest musical instruments and are rung to let the village
know that a church service is imminent. Bells are rung especially to
welcome the bride to her wedding, and ensure the happiness of the
married couple as they leave as man and
wife. They are also rung for the pleasure of
the music they produce. This can be simple
‘rounds’, where each bell rings in turn, or
more complicated variations on the order of
the bells which are produced during ‘change
ringing’ or ‘method ringing’. They have a
solemn use as well when tolled, or rung with
muffled clappers, at funerals.
It is said that a tower captain would
demonstrate the sway of the tower while the
bells are being rung by inserting his knife
between the church wall and the tower.
When ringing stopped, the knife was held
fast.
The tower has a slated valley roof on a central oak beam, with lead lined
valley gutter and is reached by an integral stone spiral stairway in the
northwest corner. The stairway of 80 steps has an entrance door on the
internal ground floor of the tower. On the roof of the tower is a flagstaff
from which is normally flown the flag of St Piran, a white cross on a black
background. This is the flag of Cornwall which is said to represent a cross
of tin flowing from the fire hearth of St Piran the patron saint of tin miners
in Cornwall. At other times the flag of St George (Red cross on a white
background), and the Union Flag (commonly referred to as the Union Jack)
are flown as appropriate.
There are four internal chambers within the height of the tower:
1. Ground floor ringing chamber, viewable at the west end of the
church. Note the bell ropes which, when not in use, are hoist out
of the way)
2. Intermediate Chamber, reached from the spiral staircase, this was
possibly the ringing chamber in earlier days.
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3. Bell Chamber or belfry, reached by a ladder from the Intermediate
chamber. Here the six bells are hung in two levels. Due to the
small size of the belfry, bells number 4 and 5 are mounted above
the other four.
4. Top Chamber, reached from the spiral staircase. This has slate
louvres on each of the four walls from which the sound of the bells
is heard.
Some dates in the history of the bells:
•
•
•
•
•

There were only four bells until 1751.
A new oak frame was installed and number 5 bell was recast in
1888.
A new treble bell was added in 1923.
The bells were rehung on ball bearings in 1934.
The bells were hung in the top chamber but, as the oak frame was
deteriorating, in 1974 all six bells were rehung on a steel frame
one chamber lower. At the same time bell numbers 2 and 6 were
recast.

Further details of the bells are at Appendix 4.
CHURCHYARD
There are several interesting slate and granite gravestones in the
churchyard dating from the 17th century and many are beautifully
inscribed. It is worthwhile spending time to stroll amongst them and
Appendix 5 sets out details of some of the more notable gravestones.
Several tombs had iron railings around them until 1942, when the
Government decreed that, owing to the shortage of metal, railings
throughout the country should be melted down to make essential war
armaments.
Those graves which excite frequent interest belong to the Bligh family who
lived at Tinten from 1680 to 1817. The Blighs were an ancient Cornish
family, whose ancestral home in the 1300s was Botathan, South Petherwin
near Launceston. Over the centuries the family spread south through
Cornwall, with a branch being established at Bodmin by the 1500s. They
were chiefly yeoman farmers, classed as gentry but not aristocracy
although they were entitled to a Coat of Arms. They must have been able
and trustworthy, and with the respect of their peers, as many Blighs served
as Mayors of Launceston and Bodmin down the years.
The first Bligh to take residence in the parish of St Tudy was John Bligh,
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born in 1646 at Trevisquite, St Mabyn. In 1682 he successfully applied to
lease Tinten from the Crown – this being part of the Duchy Manor of Tinten.
He is the “Mr Jn. Bligh” inscribed on the slate memorial to his son, Charles
Bligh which is to be found on the outside wall of the church, to the right
of the porch. After the death of John Bligh, his eldest son Richard took
over the lease of Tinten and it was his grandson William Bligh, son of
Francis, who was Captain of the Bounty. Another of Richard’s sons, James
d.1776, is buried in a stone chest tomb to the southwest of the porch.
The early life of Admiral William Bligh, of Bounty fame, remains unclear.
He has, in the past, been ‘claimed’ by St Tudy; reportedly born at Tinten
Manor on 9th September 1754 and baptised at St Tudy on 13th February
1757, where the record notes the parents as Charles and Margaret.
However, the Dictionary of National Biography, a more authoritative
source, lists William Bligh’s parents as Francis and Jane and his baptism as
taking place at St Andrew’s Church, Plymouth. Nevertheless, the Admiral’s
relationship with St. Tudy is confirmed by his own testimony. Reverend
Polwhele states in his book ‘Biographical Sketches’20 “Bligh (as he himself
informed me) was a native of St. Tudy”. In 2007 T & N Bligh, descendants
of Admiral Bligh, placed a memorial tablet in the church, on the south wall
which reads “William Bligh FRS 1754 – 1817, Vice Admiral of the Blue.
Celebrated Navigator. He spent part of his childhood in his ancestral
home, Tinten, St Tudy”, a statement that matches known facts. Admiral
Bligh died in Lambeth, London in December 1817, and was buried at what
was then St. Mary’s Church, Lambeth his family’s local parish church. The
church is now the Tradescant Garden Museum, and Bligh’s tomb is
surrounded by lovely plantings.
On the outside wall under the east window restored in memory of his wife,
is a tablet commemorating the appointment of Major Walter Magor as High
Sheriff of Cornwall in 1981. It was made by Bob Armstrong as an entry for
an Arts and Craft exhibition in church that year. It was so good that Major
Magor agreed that it could be kept - though not many people have a
memorial erected whilst they are still very much alive! Bob Armstrong
was a local master mason who also made the memorial stone for Sir
Winston Churchill's grave and worked on several prestigious buildings.
Laid like a paving stone in the churchyard, outside the tower door, is a
memorial to the wife and two sons of Walter Oke of St Tudy. Jenny Oke
died in 1808 after giving birth to their ninth child. The memorial evokes
20
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another St Tudy connection to the West Indies, seafaring and shipwreck,
rather like Rector Nicholas Leverton of the 17th century. Two years later,
Walter married again and took the lease on Butt’s Park in Redvale Road,
which was then an Inn and Victualling House. Walter’s time as an
Innkeeper came to an unhappy end, however, when in 1815 all his goods
and chattels were sold to pay off his considerable debts. These
proceedings were overseen by John Martyn Bligh of Stone and Paul Upton
Oke, gent., of Padstow. The latter was Walter’s uncle who was born in St
Tudy and is also buried in the churchyard.
William Oke was 18 years old when his father was effectively made
bankrupt. It is probable that he was
encouraged to train as a Wesleyan Methodist
Missionary at this time by his great uncle, as
Paul Upton Oke is listed in the Missionary
Society’s accounts as a financial contributor in
the District of Camelford.
In 1822 William Oke, by then a Reverend,
published his “Extracts from a Journal of a
Voyage from Bristol to the West Indies”.
Records show that he was a missionary
assigned to the negro slaves on the island of St
Christopher’s in the Caribbean. The memorial
states that he was shipwrecked in 1826 near
the island of Antigua.
The exact circumstances of the shipwreck and the deaths of 21 souls,
which included 5 missionaries, wives, children and servants and the entire
crew of the mail boat Maria, were graphically described by Mrs Jones, the
sole survivor of the disaster. Her account published later that year tells
of 4 days and nights spent desperately clinging to the wreck and how
people were gradually swept away by the storm or drowned in their
attempt to get help, as was Brother William Oke.
Most of the boundary trees were planted in 1888 and 1894 when the
churchyard was levelled to ease grass cutting. Bishop Joseph Hunkin, the
first native Cornish Bishop of Truro (1950) was a great lover of gardens;
the dark red camellia beside the porch is one of those planted in every
churchyard in the diocese in his memory. The other beautiful camellias
and trees were planted in the 1980s as private memorials.
You are recommended to take a look at the chestnut tree, just outside the
east boundary, which was planted in 1921. In 1915 Captain Horatius James
Cannan DSO, an officer serving in “B” Battery, 78th Brigade, Royal Field
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Artillery, collected six horse chestnuts (conkers) from the battlefields of
Ypres and brought them home to England. All were planted and grew into
trees. Captain Cannan died from wounds on 2nd Nov. 1916, aged 50, and is
buried in the St Sever military cemetery, near Rouen in France. His widow,
Julia, gave one of the trees to Rev. Henry Eardley, Rector of St Tudy (1916
–1926) and in 1921 it was planted by Tom Button near to the War Memorial,
watched by the children of the village school, as a symbol of peace.
Despite research we still have no idea what connection Captain Cannan or
his wife had with the village, so why the tree was given to the village
remains a mystery.
The granite Celtic Cross War Memorial was
funded by public subscription, erected in
January 1920 and dedicated on Sunday 25
January 1920 by the Bishop of Truro, Reverend
Dr Guy Warman; the St Tudy Rector, Reverend
Henry Edwyn Eardley and the Superintendent of
the North Cornwall Mission, Reverend Frank
Edwards. It includes the names of those from the
parish who gave their lives in both World Wars.
Near the south porch is a flowering cherry tree
planted in 1975 to replace an earlier one given
in 1952 in memory of 11-year-old Lawrence
Titheridge "who died in this friendly parish". His
parents' ashes are in the adjoining triangle that is reserved as a plot for
the burial of cremated remains. Also here are the ashes of Stanley Wood,
Rector Wood’s father, who was at one stage the world's oldest pilot. He
first piloted a glider in 1914 and flew a Piper Warrior light aircraft on 7th
June 1993, when aged 96 years
The cemetery in Redvale Road to the West was given to the church by
Trehawke Kekewich of Penvose and dedicated on 1st September 1915. At
the entrance to the Cemetery there is a plaque placed there by the
Commonwealth Graves Commission marking the site of two servicemen
killed in World War I. There is no longer any space for burials in the
Churchyard.
OTHER BUILDINGS WITH RELIGIOUS CONNECTIONS
RECTORY
The oldest known clergy house in Churchtown village is the 18th century
building adjoining the southeast boundary of the churchyard. This
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probably replaced an earlier building occupied by a curate, for absentee
Rectors were usual then. Much extended in recent years, the house is now
known as Garlands after the former schoolmaster who lived there in the
early 20th century.
In 1895, a Curate of St Tudy, the Reverend Ralph Purton, wrote that there
had been a wide spread misapprehension that the impressive 17th century
establishment a mile away at Wetherham replaced this Churchtown
building as the Rectory. This misunderstanding has continued to this day.
The fact is that "Wytherham" and the advowson were both conveyed by
the Kellgrens to John Billoun (Bullen or Billing) in 1351. The Terrier of
1604 refers to both "the Parsonage House called Witherham" and also to "a
house called the Vicarage House, joyninge with the church yarde". This
latter house has been described as "the great house under the church
yard", and also as the "Old Rectory" but was the home of the stipendary
Curate. Whether any house in the village was ever the home of the Rector
before 1363 cannot be ascertained. Certainly Wetherham House is no
longer, if it ever was, associated with the church. It did feature in a film
‘Saving Grace’ starring Martin Clunes, in 2000, where it was the base for
growing marijuana!
A new rectory designed by Edmund Sedding, was built between 1909 and
1912 by local craftsmen. It is a handsome building of dressed stone and is
conveniently situated a few hundred yards from the church on Redvale
Road. However, it is now a private house with no connection to the church
beyond its name ‘The Old Rectory’. Recent Rectors have had the use of a
modern, and unassuming, house on Glebe Parc, off Redvale Road.
THE CLINK
On the north side of the churchyard, stands the rectangular 17th century
building of stone rubble with a rag slate roof, known as the "Clink", a Grade
II listed building . Originally a church ale house, it was later the local
constable's lock-up in the days when the Churchwardens were responsible
for such functions, and inside is a notice board formerly on the outside
wall, warning vagrants that they are not welcome!
Later it was the village school until the new school was built; then it was
used as a night school and village meeting room. The upper room with its
attractive barrel ceiling was used by Udy Lodge No. 7183 of the Royal
Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes, two photographs commemorate this
history. The upper room also has a series of photographs of old St Tudy
and is now used for monthly meetings of the St Tudy History Group. The
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ground floor is used for community functions, and coffee mornings
regularly held here have raised many thousands of pounds for charitable
causes over the years.
Held in stewardship by the Rector and
Churchwardens it was fully restored in 1986. The high quality of the
restoration work (by builder Gary Keat under the direction of architect
John Tanner, both parishioners) earned a Commendation from the Cornish
Buildings Group.
SCHOOL
The Church of England Aided School started life as a National School for
80 pupils on land given by Samuel Kekewich, Lord of the Manor of St Tudy,
by lease on 27th November 1863.
A brass plate records that it was
extended northwards in 1889 "as a memorial to E.A. Magor Esq. JP. of
Lamellen, by his fellow parishioners and friends, who desire to record their
appreciation of his efforts for the good of his parishioners". In those days
children stayed until they finished their schooling usually at age 14. At
times this school has been threatened with closure because of its limited
space, but in recent years it attained Academy status and is now part of
the Saints’ Way Church of England Multi Academy Trust. The presence of
a small but successful primary school contributes much to the life-blood
of the village community.
METHODIST CHAPEL
John Wesley preached in St Tudy in 1746 but the first Chapel in
Churchtown was not licensed until 1814. In 1846, a meeting place was
built for the Wesleyan Methodist Association; this is now two cottages
known as Chapel House, in Redvale Road opposite the Rectory. In 1869
the present Methodist Chapel and schoolroom was built at the junction of
Chapel Lane and Hengar Lane with walls of ashlar slatestone and freestone
with granite quoins, and rag roof with gable ends at a cost of £700.00.
ST NICHOLAS CHAPEL
To the east of Churchtown lies Tinten Manor, mentioned in the Domesday
Book (Tynten) as belonging to the Bishop of Exeter but subsequently owned
by laymen. In 1330, the owner Ralph Beaupel was granted a license to
have the divine offices celebrated on his premises21. A chapel was built
21

Bishop Grandisson Reg. Vol II folio. 31
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and dedicated to St Nicholas (the patron saint of sailors) and still exists
beside the driveway to the house, though it is now used as a farm store.
It is rectangular in form of finely coursed slatestone rubble and quartz
walls with a slate roof and gable ends. It was probably rebuilt in the 16th
century with a 3 light cinquefoil east window with cusped heads. There is
a piscina with a chamfered arch in the south wall and remains of an aumbry
in the north wall. There are two date stones on the north entrance "RB
1708 and IB 1719". These could refer to Richard and John Bligh. A disused
burial ground adjoins the chapel. An ancient well on the opposite side of
the driveway is alleged to have been used by Baptists.
KELLY GREEN
The family of Kellygren were early lay Patrons of St Tudy and their farm is
on the road towards Wadebridge. There was probably an early Anglican
chapel as part of the Barton house, for what appears to be a piscina archstone was discovered in an outbuilding. It is now in the boundary wall of
the farmhouse near the gate. On the gable end of the farmhouse is part
of a slate tombstone to John Rowe 1729. In 1838 there seems to have
been a Nonconformist chapel in Chapel Field.
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Appendix 1
RECTORS OF ST TUDY
* = also Archdeacon
Date
Institution

Name

Presented by

1264 25th April

Philip, son of Henry

Henry, son of Henry

?

William de Kelligren

Henry de Kelligren

Benedict Bloyou

Henry de Kelligren

1308
February

of

29th

?

William Gray

1348
15th
September

Ralph Meyndy

John Kelligryn

1363 8th January

Walter Solers

Walter Bullen

?

William Tudeworth DCL

1371
December

17th

Robert Schewy
Boscaveye

alias

1380

William

1384

Richard de Welynton

1424 19th April

Waren Delyoumere

?

Waren Werynge

1444
February
?

28th

John Densyll

Thomas Werynge

John Nanfan

John Mane
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1523 7th May

John Simond

James Erysy

1534 27th Dec

Matthew Broke

James Erysy

1591 24th March

William Parker MA *

Edward Tanner

1630 3rd July

Obadiah Ghossipp MA

Lord Mohun

1650

Nicholas Leverton

Anthony Nicholls

1660

Henry Greensworth

Lord Mohun

1677 25th Sept

Edward Trelawny MA *

Baron Okehampton

1727 21st July

George Allanson MA *

William Wake Archbishop
of Canterbury

1744 31st May

Samuel Steare MA

Dean & Chapter of Christ
Church, Oxford

1745 17th April

Abraham Gregory MA

“

1765 15th June

William Airson MA

“

1780
December

John Symonds MA

“

1817 23rd July

Charles Hodgson MA

“

1846 1st August

Honoratus
Thomas MA

“

1858 2nd June

Vernon Page MA

“

1886

Cuthbert Bridgwater

“

Norman Leslie Bicknell
MA

“

Henry Edwyn Eardley

“

1912
October

2nd

16th

1916 15th April

Leigh
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1926 11th June

Harold Vernon Schuster

“

1946 27th April

John Nankivell

“

1952 24th May

Cecil Vaughan Lawson
BA

“

1960
January

Henry Wilfred Saunders

“

1971 23rd June

John Douglas
Douglas

“

1977 1st April

Raymond
John
Wood ACII, ACIArb

30th

1996 9th October

HarrisLee

Ronald Howard

HRH The Duke of Cornwall

Priest in Charge
(Not presented)

2001
September

25

Margaret Lily Millson

Priest in Charge
(Not presented)

Since 2010 St Tudy has had short term occupants as ‘Priest in Charge’. One
hundred years ago this small parish had a resident Rector, a Curate-incharge, and sometimes another curate. Today there is no Rector but a
Priest in Charge responsible for seven churches, including St Tudy.
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Appendix 2
Specification of the Organ in St Tudy Church, rebuilt 2006-09
Great Organ

Swell Organ

Quintaten

16ft

Stopped Diapason

8ft

English Diapason

8ft

Salicional

8ft

Hohl Flute

8ft

Voix Celeste

8ft

Viole d’Amore

8ft

Viole d’Amore

8ft

Octave Diapason

4ft

Octave

4ft

Nason Flute

4ft

Stopped Flute

4ft

Quint

2 ft

Octavin

2ft

Trompette

8ft

Super Octave
Tierce

!
"

2ft
#

1 ft
"

Pedal Organ

Couplers

Large Open Wood

16ft

Great to Pedal

Bourdon

16ft

Swell to Pedal

Bass Flute

8ft

Swell to Great

Principal

8ft

Swell Octave

Choral Bass

4ft

Swell Sub-Octave
Swell Unison Off

Accessories: 6 general, 4 thumb & toe pistons; Piston Selector Switch
System; Electric action throughout; The Viole d’Amore is playable from
both the Great and Swell manuals.
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Appendix 3
Church Plate
The oldest and most interesting items of plate owned by the church (which
are not available for general inspection) are:

A silver Communion cup or chalice. 1650. Maker's
mark IW. It is a rare example of a Cromwellian vessel
introduced in about 1640 and continued until 1660.
The characteristic of such cups is the absence of a
boss on the baluster stem.

A pewter flagon, pewter plate and pewter bowl.
Probably 17th century.
The flagon is of the stoup pattern as ordered by
Canon Law of 1603. 12" high engraved with a coat
of arms granted to Robert Amydas, Master of the
Mint: "Azure, a chevron ermine between 3 slips of
oak fructed with a bordure engrailed". Maker's mark
GI over a fleur-de-lis.
A 9" plate stamped with a fleur-de-lis between a golden fleece and the
word "Michell" and mark GI.
An 8" bowl without stamp or device
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Appendix 4
The Bells of St Tudy
Bell

Note

Cast by

Weight

Diameter

Date

Inscription

Treble

D#

Gillett &
Johnston

4cwt
3qrs

28.5″

1923

Gillett & Johnston
Croydon 1923.
Giving thanks to God
the Ringers of St.
Tudy, with the help of
many friends offer this
bell to the church in
much
gratitude
Christmas 1923

2nd

C#

John
Taylor

5cwt
3qrs

30.6”

1974

In memory of Laura
Crisp

3rd

B

Abel
Rudhall

6cwt
2qrs

33”

1751

Abel Rudhall 1751

4th

A#

Abel
Rudhall

7cwt

34½”

1751

Cast at Gloucester
Prosperity
to
this
parish

5th

F#

Gillett
Co

8cwt

37”

1888

&

Wm
Horken
Wm
Kempthorne
Ch:w:
Samual Furniss Gent
Recast Easter 1888 In
memory of Edward
Auriol
Magor
of
Lamellen
by
Mary
Caroline his wife

Tenor

F#

John
Taylor

12cwt

41”

1974

To the
Cornwall

Ringers

Note the early age of bells number 4 and 5 which were cast in 1751. Church
bells normally have inscriptions cast on to their external surface, and the
bells of St Tudy are no exception as can be seen in the table.

36

of

Appendix 5
Listed headstones and tomb chests in St Tudy Churchyard
Tombchests and headstones in St Tudy Churchyard make up 24 of the 72
structures in St Tudy listed by Historic England as being of special
architectural or historic interest. Entering the Churchyard from the gate
between Garlands and the bus shelter in Churchtown it is possible to walk
around the Church to view these significant graves. Sadly, time and
weather have taken their toll on some of the inscriptions including the first
tombchest, located to the left of the path 5 metres south of the south
aisle and opposite the Priest’s door. It is circa mid to late C18th,
constructed of granite ashlar and slate rubble with a rectangular slate lid
on which the inscription has eroded away.
Three metres away lies William Oke of Hengar whose rectangular slate
headstone is dated 1794. It also remembers Elizabeth, daughter of William
Christian Oke, who died in 1790. On the reverse is a memorial to Christian
Oke, wife of William Oke of Hengar who died in 1828.
In the midst of the camellia bush opposite the Church porch are two slate
headstones. The first, to the right looking outwards, is dedicated to
Elizabeth Philp (died 1765) and is more ornate with a nowy or flattened
head and decorated with an angel’s head. Next to it the second remembers
James Kendall (1757) and his wife Philippa (1767).
To the left of the camellia is another slate nowy-shaped headstone again
carved with an angel’s head but this time in memory of Philippa Kendall,
daughter of Thomas and Elisabeth Kendall, who sadly died in childhood in
1741. Just beyond the camellia is her parents’ headstone, with its
segmental arched top, marking Elisabeth’s death in 1798 and Thomas in
1801.
To the left of the path and southwest of the church is a stone rubble chest
with granite lid marking the tomb of James, son of Richard Bligh of Tintern
(Tinten) who died sometime in the 1770s – the final digit of the year being
illegible at the time of listing since when most of the inscription has worn
away.
Crossing the path and heading towards the school, you will find a group of
three headstones which back on to the rear of the school. They are to
Agnes Jory (dated 1736), James Sleeman (1766) and Mary, the wife of
James Sleeman who died in 1772. The upper and lower case lettering on
these headstones is of particular note.
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Walking to the other side of the Tower you will find a stone rubble
tombchest with a granite lid decorated with a nowy shaped head and
angel’s head. It honours Richard Brewer of Terwen who died in 1760. A
skull and crossbones decorates the 1767 slate headstone in memory of
Jonathan Andrew which is 10 metres north west of the Tower and just in
front of a group of four granite cross headstones.
Near the yew tree to the east another angel’s head appears on the slate
headstone in memory of 6-year-old Jenifer, daughter of Richard and
Elizabeth Gatly of the parish of St Eneder who died in 1781. Nearby, below
the cypress lie John and Jenefer, the son and daughter of John and Mary
Runnalls who died in 1774 and 1775. Nearby and a little to the east is
Catherine, wife of Richard Rounsevell who died in 1790.
Closer to the church but to the north of the Nave, a brick chest with
rectangular slate lid remembers John Lockwood (1746), and his sons 23year-old William, John, aged 26, and 15-year-old Justinian who all died in
1761. A C18th ledger stone in memory of Joseph son of Giles of Poulshe
(Polshea) is attached to the south side of this chest.
To the north of the North Transept are headstones to 9-year-old John
Hawke (1765) son of John and Anne of Pengenna Mill. A group of three
headstones stand a little further to the east to Ann, widow of Thomas
Sleeman (1794), Thomas Sleeman (1765) with a nowy shaped headstone
and angel’s face motif and Philip Autridge of Polshea who died in 1792.
His headstone bears shallow relief angels’ heads in the top corners.
Crossing the path between the Clink and the Church and underneath a
camellia bush is a smaller C18th slate headstone to Elizabeth, wife of
Reginald Billing. It has sunk into the ground obscuring part of the
inscription. Another wife of a Reginald Billing, Rebecca, aged 80, and her
45-year-old son Reginald both died in 1794 and share a slate memorial
headstone in front of the family tombchest. Nearby and directly east of
the Chancel, Robert Billing (1796) shares his granite and slate chest with
his wife Grace, who died in 1821, and later descendants.
Arriving back toward the starting point is the “Trelawny” tombchest
(below the cast iron C19th downpipe marked 1829 nearest the path). Dated
1741, this granite and slate tombchest of Rev George Allanson MA was
erected by his disconsolate widow Elizabeth daughter of Sir Jonathan
Trelawny. She died in 1744.
Although not listed, many other graves in the Churchyard and the
cemetery across the road from the school are worth viewing.
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Appendix 6
Glossary of terms
Advowson

Right of presentation to a benefice

Aisle

A division of a church (Not the passage between pews)

Arcade

Range of arches supported on columns

Aumbry

Cupboard to hold Communion vessels or the Sacrament

Bosses

Carved projection at intersecting point of ribs

Capital

Head or top of a column or pillar

Chalice

Holy Communion cup

Chancel

That part in which the choir stalls and altar are placed

Cinque foil

Ornamental design resembling this leaf

Corbel

Block of stone projecting from a wall as a support

Crocket

Ornament on sloping side of pinnacle

Cusp

Projecting point between small arcs in tracery

Escutcheon

Shield with armorial bearings

Finial

Finishing ornament on roof apex

Font

Vessel or basin for holding baptismal water

Hatchment

Tablet or board with deceased person's armorial bearings

Lectern

Reading desk, usually for the Bible

Moulding

Projecting or recessed contours of arches

Nave

Main body of the church
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Paten

Plate for Holy Communion bread

Piscina

Basin with drain for disposal of consecrated water

Plinth

Projecting base of a wall or column

Pulpit

Raised platform for preacher

Reredos

Structure behind and above the altar

Respond

A half-pier joined to a wall

Rood

Crucifix or Cross

Sanctuary

Area around the altar to the east of the rail

Tracery

Decorative open stone-work, especially in head of
windows

Transept

Transverse part of a cross-shaped church

Triptych

Picture or carving in three panels

Triquetra

Triangular ornament of 3 interlaced arcs
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NB: "Cornish Saints" was reprinted as "Saints of Cornwall" in 1970
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Appendix 8
Reverend Raymond Wood’s 1994 Prologue
The original version of the guidebook was prepared by Reverend Raymond
Wood and first published in 1994. Over time the reproduction quality
deteriorated and some of the contents required updating. The St Tudy
History Group undertook this work in 2017. Reverend Wood’s original 1994
prologue is set out below:
The history of a parish consists more of living people than of stones and
mortar, even though it is the building that remains to represent such
people. So throughout this guide I have mentioned some of the people
who have made this parish of St Tudy memorable - yet it is also the
ordinary parishioners who have created St Tudy's special appeal and made
it unique - hopefully not too many people will discover it and spoil it.
The Cornish have a saying "Us wants our own Vicar" and I have been
privileged to be such a person here for 17 years. To my friends of St Tudy,
I dedicate this guide to the Parish Church. Its foundation has inspired
people here for nearly 1,500 years and will assuredly do so for as long
again. ‘May God bless her and all who pray in her’.
My grateful thanks are due to the many people who have helped in the
preparation of this booklet. I have drawn heavily on Maclean's History
mentioned in appendix 5 (Editor – now Appendix 7), where are recorded
other writings to which I have also referred. Parish papers and records
have also been useful. If there are any errors or omissions, I shall be glad
if readers will let me know immediately. All dates should be taken to be
approximate, particularly in the early years.
St Tudy Rectory
1 April 1994
“My house shall be called a house of prayer” – Isaiah 56/7
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Appendix 9
FLOOR PLAN
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