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As the Body of Christ here in this place, keen to serve God in
these communities through worship, outreach,
discipleship and fellowship, we are looking for a minister
who will give us Spiritual Leadership and encouragement
in our witness and outreach into the Communities.
Someone who will enjoy getting to know the people and
being a pastor to the flock.

OUR COMMUNITIES

Henrietta Street Avoch

Avoch Harbour and Shore Street

The Black Isle and the Townships of Avoch, Fortrose and Rosemarkie
Overlooking the Moray and Inverness Firths the linked parishes comprise the
seaside villages Avoch, Fortrose and Rosemarkie, set in the beautiful Black Isle
with its very attractive farming hinterland. The Black Isle, really a peninsula, is
about 284 square kilometres in area 20 km long and 11 km wide. It is bounded by
the Cromarty Firth to the North and the Moray and Inverness Firths to the South.
The 2011 census numbered the population of the two parishes at 3,815. The
present population is likely to be higher due to residential building work in Fortrose,
with further developments planned. Parish Statistics can be found on the Church of
Scotland web site on the “Find your Church “ page.
There has been a long tradition of Christian worship in the area. Rosemarkie was
the first centre of early mission, and the kirkyard has yielded important Pictish
remains, some of which are now housed in the adjacent Groam House Pictish
museum. In Fortrose, the ruined medieval Chanonry Cathedral is one of the Black
Isle's main tourist attractions, along with the internationally known bottle-nosed
dolphins at Chanonry Point.
Avoch Primary School, with some 250 pupils, provides for the area’s primary
school children while Fortrose Academy serves the whole of the Black Isle for
secondary education. It continues to have an excellent reputation for the quality of
education offered. The current roll is 780 pupils. The Black Isle Leisure Centre is
adjacent.

Fortrose is the Black Isle's main service centre, with community/leisure facilities,
library and educational provision.
The parishes are within a 3 mile radius of each other which has encouraged and
allowed the communities to share in the wide range of community facilities, clubs
and recreational facilities, including two yachting harbours, at Avoch and Fortrose,
and a picturesque and challenging golf course at Fortrose. .In addition, the
attractions of the parishes have meant that many people choose the area for
retirement.
General medical facilities are provided by the Fortrose and Munlochy Practices
both of which have four doctors.
While local services provide some employment, many people living within the
parishes travel daily to work in Inverness, the Highland capital, which also provides
a large range of facilities within easy access. Dingwall, the administrative centre for
Ross-shire, is 14 miles away and also provides employment and the usual facilities.

Fortrose and Rosemarkie with Chanonry Point

AVOCH CHURCH LIFE AND CONGREGATION

Each Sunday morning we worship at 10.00 a.m. The Revised Standard
translation of the Bible is used as our pew Bible and we sing from Mission
Praise. The elders have ,on occasion, participated in the Service, offering
prayers and reading the lesson. Members of the congregation and the older
children also participate by reading the lesson.
An induction loop system is installed in both the Church and Church Hall and
part of the Service can be recorded for distribution to the disabled and
housebound. This facility has also been used to record funeral services.
An audio digital projection system has been installed in the Church Hall, this
is used during our Services which we have been in the habit of holding there
during January, February and March. We are considering installing a similar
system in the Church and have set aside some funds for this project.
The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is celebrated twice per year in April and
September.
After morning worship on one Sunday of each month, and on special
occasions for example Harvest Thanksgiving tea, coffee and biscuits are
served in the Vestry. This social occasion is very much enjoyed by all
including the young people of the congregation.
The congregation consists of 17 members and 61 adherents. The majority
are retired but we are blessed with two young families in our congregation
plus we occasionally have the pleasure of having member's grandchildren
with us.

We operate under the model constitution. Five elders form the Kirk Session
and there are an additional 3 members on the Congregational Board. The
parish is divided into four districts with an elder being responsible for each.
They undertake to deliver communion invitations and maintain contact with all
in their district who are sick, elderly, infirm or housebound – always keeping
the minister informed of any spiritual and pastoral needs in their districts.
There are also a number of volunteer drivers who take members without
transport to Church and to other functions on a regular basis.
Our young people at present are all of secondary school age so our S Club is
presently in abeyance. We do have three leaders all with the necessary
safeguarding training. We involve our young people in the life of the Church
as much as we can, hoping we can retain them and in time add to their
number.
One of our lady elders organises the local World Day of Prayer Service which is
well supported by all the local Churches, all contributing to the service.
The members are very loyal, working together in harmony and are known for the
warmth of their welcome. Their efforts have helped the Church achieve things
which otherwise may not have been possible.
We have a Development
Team, the main aim of which
is to create opportunities to
develop community
fellowship with the Church.
We try to achieve this by
holding various social events
throughout the year. These
include Soup & Sweet
Lunches, a Strawberry Tea, a
Cake & Produce Stall at the
local Gala.
The Soup and Sweet Team

This year, 2017 we took part
in the “Doors Open Days” event which gave us the opportunity to meet with the
wider community. Those who were involved enjoyed the experience and we hope to
be part of this event in future years.
The Hall is used, weekly, by a Tai Chai and a Pilates club and also by the Avoch
Friendship Club (for over 60's) which meets fortnightly from October – May and has
a membership of 33 members mostly over 80 and living alone. Although the
organisers are six ladies from our congregation, the club is non-denominational
which encourages others to see us as a “Church without walls”.
We also have good relations with other local denominations ie. Congregational
Church and Gospel Hall who make use of our Hall on occasion.

During the winter months we have a Fellowship Group who meet for Bible Study
and other seasonal activities to further our spiritual development.
In common with our sister church we have a long association with a hospital and
school in Ekwendeni, Malawi. The Presbytery of Ross is twinned with Ekwendeni
Hospital to strengthen and to develop these links.

Gala Day Produce Stall

Although the congregation could be described as small it is steadfast and
supportive. Within our Church there is a great sense of fellowship and commitment
creating a warm and friendly Church Family going forward in faith, welcoming to all.
Our last minister was well liked by the
congregation and we were sorry to lose him.
He left with our good wishes for a long and
happy retirement.

Preparing for the Christmas Sale

AVOCH CONGREGATION BUILDINGS

The Church was built in 1870, the third church on this site as the first two were
destroyed by fire. The first two churches were built from north to south so it was
suggested that the third church be built from east to west and perhaps the change
would bring better fortune. The church and the churchyard are situated on the
Braehead overlooking the original fishing village. It is B listed and is heated by
electricity through a pipe system
The church is noted for its beautiful stained glass windows, especially the large
east window with its gloriously coloured panels and text illustrating the Beatitudes.
In the Vestry there is a simple Sacrament House/Medieval Decorative Aumbry
(antique wine repository).
The Hall was built in 1898 and was refurbished in 2006. The arched windows are of
stained glass with a feature round window, which features Dorcas above the door.
There is a good sized hall, a modern kitchen with all facilities, a toilet for the
disabled and a large, walk-in cupboard. The heating is by modern electric heaters
Both buildings have an induction loop installed, are accessible by the disabled and
have parking in the near vicinity. In addition the Hall has a digital audio visual
system mounted on the ceiling with a connections face plate at wainscot level. We
are presently considering installing a similar system in the Church and have
identified funds for this project

The Manse
A well-appointed manse is available in a quiet cul-de-sac in Fortrose.

Both congregations share the costs associated with the upkeep and maintenance
of the Manse which is about 30 years old. It is situated in a quiet cul-de-sac about
1mile from Rosemarkie Church, and about two miles from Avoch.
It is a detached one and a half storey building. On the ground floor are a sitting
room, dining room, family room, conservatory, kitchen/breakfast room, utility room,
WC, 3 bedrooms, bathroom and a Master bedroom with en-suite shower room.
On the first floor are 2 bedrooms.
Central heating is provided by an oil fired boiler.
There is a substantial garage and an easily-maintained garden.
Both parishes maintain Websites which are presently being updated and will be
interlinked.
Both congregations meet their annual financial commitments. The last Annual
Accounts can be supplied on request.
A copy of the Presbytery Plan can also be provided on request.

With regard to our Local Church Reviews both congregations await the guidance
of Presbytery and information on the model of review it is intended to adopt. Up
to the present date, no reviews have been undertaken in respect of our
congregations.

FORTROSE AND ROSEMARKIE CHURCH LIFE
AND CONGREGATION
Welcome to Rosemarkie Church of Scotland, a beautiful and historic church
overlooking the Moray Firth in the picturesque village of Rosemarkie.

!
Rosemarkie Church
The church has been associated with Christian worship since the time of Columba
and is the only church building in the village. Its location and attractive interior
make it popular for weddings.
The parish of Fortrose and Rosemarkie consists of the two adjacent villages and is
located about 13 miles from both Inverness and Dingwall. The two congregations
were united in 1967 but having closed the Fortrose building in 2014 the Rosemarkie
church now serves both villages, although there are 3 other Christian churches in
Fortrose, namely the Free Church of Scotland, St Andrews Scottish Episcopal
Church and the Roman Catholic Church of St Peter and St Boniface. The recent
retiral of the Reverend Alan McKean has led to the current vacancy.

Both Villages are popular tourist destinations, particular attractions being the
Fortrose Cathedral which dates back to the 13th Century and Groam House
Museum which houses a collection of Celtic and Pictish art.

Groam House

Fortrose Cathedral

The colony of bottlenose dolphins draws thousands of tourists each year to
Chanonry Point, a small peninsula projecting out into the Moray Firth which also
boasts a very fine golf course.
Fortrose Academy has also proved to be a significant draw for the area with a
strong reputation for high academic achievement. Historically, the parish minister
has been chaplain to Fortrose Academy and Avoch Primary School.

!
Black Isle coastline

History
The history of the church in Rosemarkie goes back 1500 years to the sixth century
AD when a Christian monastic foundation was established there.

The present church, which was opened in 1821, stands on this site about one mile
from Fortrose Cathedral where these is further evidence of early Christian activity.
The union of Rosemarkie Church with Fortrose Church into one parish in 1967 was
followed by its linkage with the nearby parish of Avoch in 1978. Further information
is available on the church website.
Arrangements for Worship
Worship life is largely traditional but open to new ideas and initiatives with much
congregational involvement in services. This has included producing the weekly
church bulletin, giving the intimations, leading in prayer and bible reading and
giving children’s talks.
The normal morning service is from 11.30 to 12.30 with a printed order of service
which also contains items of news and other information. We use Mission Praise
and enjoy the skills of several organists, one of whom is a paid employee. From
time to time we use a CD player and occasionally a precentor. Once a month we
make use of the town hall in Fortrose for worship for the benefit of elderly Fortrose
residents who may not feel able to travel. All age services have been a regular
feature in the past as have joint services with local churches, less frequent,
regrettably, in recent years. Holy Communion is celebrated four times a year.
Church Groups
We have a small but enthusiastic Kirk Session of 5 (2 male, 3 female) and are
currently actively recruiting. Our Session Clerk also acts as Church Treasurer while
others have responsibility for other duties such as safeguarding and fundraising.
We have a dedicated Property Convener who is not a member of the Kirk Session.

Finance
The recent sale of Fortrose Church, brought about because of structural problems,
realised a sum of £105,000 which is available for repairs, maintenance and
improvements to Rosemarkie Church.
People
The church has at present 94 communicant members and adherents with an
average attendance of 30 to 40. The spread of ages is not atypical of many rural
parishes with a range of middle aged and older folk and a few younger families with
children. In recent years there were difficulties in the congregation, including a
period during which the minister was suspended but was found to have no case to
answer. These problems resulted in some members and adherents leaving. At
present the situation has stabilised and Presbytery fully supports the calling of
another minister.

‘Say cheese’

Sunday 19 November 2017

We have a small Sunday School which meets in an upper room which houses a
good range of books and craft materials. A rota of 8 disclosure checked teachers
work, play and learn with the children during sermon time.
A weekly prayer meeting is held in the church and one of our members is the Black
Isle link for Youth for Christ who last year organized activities in the church and
local community. This connection is currently being strengthened to enable further
youth activities in the future, including a Youth Fellowship which meets once a
month in Fortrose town hall.

We are a church with a strong social conscience supporting local individuals in
need, collecting weekly for the Highland Food Bank and providing Christmas boxes
round the community each Christmas. We have actively fundraised for various
causes with one of our elders, Anne Fiddes, a particularly talented and popular
baker, often leading these activities.
International links have been forged over many years through the activities of
various church members. Malawi has been a particular focus with numerous visits,
talks and fundraising activities held. One of our members, Douglas Willis, has been
at the forefront of these initiatives and has just returned from his 15th visit! He is
known in Ekwendeni as ‘Chief’.

one of her ‘creations’

Anne
with
Douglas in Ekwendeni Oct 2017

Four members have taken part in pilgrimages to Israel and the Occupied
Palestinian Territories and have given talks locally and written articles for national
publications to promote the work of the various Palestinian groups supported by the
Church of Scotland. This included the recent publication of an article in Life and
Work by one of the group, Calum MacSween.

Holy Land pilgrims May 2017

Some of the more artistic members of the congregation have produced attractive
banners like the one below which decorate the church.

A number of members are involved with the local ecumenical ‘Filling Station’ Group
which meets monthly in Rosemarkie Town Hall and a weekly discussion group
(T.A.G.) meets each Thursday in a local home.

We are a Fairtrade church
and Traidcraft is regularly
supported through sales and
the use of fairly traded goods.
One of our members, Jane
Bryant, has been a volunteer
with Traidcraft Plc for 30
years and does an
outstanding job promoting
and coordinating this work.

Jane in her Traidcraft store

Social activities such as soup and sweet lunches after the morning service and a
Saturday coffee morning have proved to be popular and well attended and a recent
summer garden party at one of the member’s homes proved particularly successful.

Garden party revellers. Summer 2017
Potential
Many Christian families currently head over the Kessock Bridge from the Black Isle
on Sunday mornings to worship in Inverness and if this trend could be reversed
there is a real potential for growth in our church. We live in a very popular area with
numerous new homes under construction. The sale of Fortrose Church has
provided funds which are available to enhance the facilities in Rosemarkie Church
and maximise the use of this building.

We have a committed and enthusiastic congregation with a range of skills and who
are willing to roll up their sleeves where necessary. They would give great support
to a minister who placed a clear emphasis on the faithful preaching of God’s word,
outreach to the community and pastoral concern for the flock.
Our church has had a long and interesting past but we believe that with an
enthusiastic and determined minister it can have an exciting and positive future.
In conclusion, we are a church in a beautiful and popular location with a group of
faithful and talented people. This charge provides a great opportunity to see God’s
work prosper on the Black Isle.

Fortrose harbour looking towards Inverness.

