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A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 27th September
9.30am to 12.30pm
MacMillan Coffee
Morning at
Yaxham Village Hall
The World’s Biggest Coffee Morning is Macmillan’s biggest
fundraising event for people facing cancer. All over the UK groups
host their own Coffee Mornings and funds raised on the day go to
Macmillan.
Last year the Yaxham team raised £1852.42 – a record breaking
figure for the Village! Together we can make 2018 an even more
successful year. Over the summer details have been circulated
throughout the Village by leaflet, poster and on the websites of the
Village
Hall
(www.yaxhamvillagehall.co.uk)
and
Yaxham
Neighbourhood Plan (www.np4yaxham.com).
If you would like to get involved or donate a raffle or tombola prize,
cakes, preserves or fresh produce please contact Sue Martin 01362
696805; susanmartin02@gmail.com
Lets all help make a real difference!

Musings from the Chairman
Time flies like an arrow - but fruit flies like a banana
I was reminded of this Terry Wogan quote, when asked to remember
the annual Carol Service on December 9th! It seems crazy that we are
just getting over the recent heat-wave, and all those flies that are a
hazard of harvest time, and here we are thinking about Christmas!
Not long I guess before the shops start to get kitted out for the festive
season and Slade returns to lift music.
There has been a lot happening recently and the Trustees have
become extremely busy. A number of rumours have been circulating
with regard to the status of the Social Club. Some of you may have
heard that they are no longer in residence in the Village Hall; facts of
the matter are set out later in the Newsletter and also on the Village
Hall website. We are well advanced in our plans to replace the
previous bar facility and to continue to offer a bar to our hirers should
they wish for this. We hope that we will have an opening event for
the new facility, to which everybody will be welcome to attend - no
membership will be required. Date and time will be announced soon.
There are lots of exciting plans in progress.
· Unfortunately, our Wi-Fi became disconnected, but this allowed
us to install a better hi-speed fibre connection, with a stronger
signal. Apologies to those who were inconvenienced during the
‘downtime’.
· We are waiting on funding for the updating of the toilet facilities.
· The community changing rooms are now fully open for use and
will be getting a fresh coat of paint on the outside.
· A charity clothes collection facility is now in place in our car park.
This is for the benefit of the Children’s Air Ambulance.
We have already had some interesting suggestions for community
opportunities with the newly available room and are always open to
listen to new ideas. If you wish to contribute, please contact us to find
out more about becoming a Trustee.

Musings from the Chairman (continued)
Some may have noticed that we sadly had to remove one of the long
standing beech trees on the driveway. It was discovered at one of our
regular safety inspections that it had contracted a nasty fungus and
was in danger of falling. We are now looking for someone who can
help us to cut the tree up so that it can be prepared as fire wood. Any
names or volunteers who have experience in this area are very
welcome.
Finally, please make every effort to support our annual Macmillan
coffee morning, when we join the rest of the country on Thursday
27th September in helping to raise funds for this amazing charity.
Please come along and dig deep and let’s see if we
can break last year’s record level of fundraising.
Can I be the first to wish you all a Very Merry
Christmas!
Peter Smith, Chair, YVAA

A
door-to-door
poppy
collection will be taking
place in the village at the
end of October, to raise
much-needed funds for the
British Legion. So expect a
knock at your door and
please give generously for
an excellent cause.

Yaxham Women’s Institute
Yaxham WI is a small friendly group of ladies meeting on the second
Wednesday of the month in the Village Hall at 7.15pm.
On September 12th Jonathan Carrie will demonstrate Basket Making;
this is an open meeting so do come along.
On October 10th Philip West is coming to talk about Crabs, Cliffs and
Coasters.
November is the AGM for members only.
A little earlier than usual, the Harvest Supper is on Saturday 22nd
September. The event is organised by the WI and is open to
everyone; tickets cost £8.50 from Lucy Vincent on 01362 694545 on
a first come first served basis. Why not join us?
Contact Kathryn Rogers for more details:
Kathryn.m.rogers@gmail.com

01362 691198/

School News
By the time you read this the summer holiday will
be nearly over; time goes so quickly in school! We
enjoyed a fantastic end to the school year. A
highlight for me was The Great Yaxham Bake Off;
some truly delicious bakes and amazing
showstoppers – definitely not good for the diet
though! At the end of term children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 blew
audiences away with their performance of The Tempest. The whole
school proved that ‘Yaxham’s Got
Talent’ with entries from Reception
children through to Year 6 playing a
range of instruments, singing,
dancing and even some comedy
acts.
The Summer has given lots of
opportunities for PE experiences
including athletics, swimming and
cross-country. Year 4 and Year 6
undertook cycle training – all Year 6
children that took part successfully
completed their course out on the
road. Our Sports Day included a
climbing wall this year; children
who had never climbed before were climbing to the top and
abseiling back down with amazing confidence by the end of the day,
which was wonderful to see.
We were sad to say goodbye to the Year 6 children. They made us
incredibly proud with their hard work this year and their positive
approach to SATs. We know they will continue to impress in the next
stage of their learning journey. We spent a fantastic evening saying
goodbye ‘Tubing’ together at the Norfolk Snow Sport Club - an
experience I certainly won’t forget!

We also gave thanks to Rev. Sally Thurgill, who
stepped down as a Governor this year after
over 20 years. We are incredibly grateful for all
she has given to the school during this time.
Thankfully she will continue to support us in
other ways, joining us regularly for Messy
Church and Collective Worship. We are very
lucky to have such a supportive and committed
team of governors, we will all really miss Sally
within that team.
In September we will be welcoming sixteen new reception children,
together with some new children further up the school. I know the
new school year will bring lots of new and exciting experiences for
everyone which we look forward to sharing with you.
Jennie Müller
Headteacher

Table Tennis
The new season of league games begins on Tuesday 18th September.
This season, due to the increased number of players, Yaxham will
have two teams—A and B In addition to the four Dereham teams
playing at the hall there will be a further first division team, made up
from premier ‘A’ Norwich players, competing in the
Dereham League for the first time, making a total of
seven teams playing at the hall. To accommodate this,
two to three Wednesdays per month will see league
games being played from 7.30pm onwards.
The social sessions will continue on Tuesdays, but from 18th
September they will start at 6pm until 7pm to enable the league
games to start afterwards.
If you are interested in finding out more, pop along on
a Tuesday; the first night is free. The Dereham League
also run social sessions on a Saturday morning at the
Dereham Leisure Centre from 10.00 to 12.00 and they
have a well established junior league in place for 11-16
year olds. For more information please contact Paul Phillips on
epaulp@btinternet.com

Good Companions Club
The club meets in the David Myhill room at the Village Hall on the 1st
and 3rd Wednesday of each month from 14.00 to 16.00. We’re a
friendly club and offer companionship; we play various games and
also hold bingo sessions, raffles and auctions. If you are over 55
years of age we would encourage you to come along and meet us
and try it for free. Outings are arranged from time to time.
Please contact Mrs Shelia Feakes on 01362 820630 or Mrs Lucy
Vincent on 01362 694545 for further details.

Clothing Bank at the Village Hall
Did you know that your unwanted
clothes, bags and shoes can help
keep the Children’s Air Ambulance
flying? Just drop them off at the
clothing bank, next to the bottle
banks, at the Village Hall.

Because this clothing bank is owned and operated by the Children’s
Air Ambulance they not only provide employment for many local
people, but also get the best value for your unwanted clothing by
selling it directly through their shops and beyond.
Whilst you’re depositing your unwanted clothing, you can also put
your bottles into the Village Hall bottle banks. Since glass has been
accepted into household recycling bins the Village Hall bins have
taken far longer to fill. Income generated from glass collection
bolsters the coffers, enabling improvements to be carried out to
facilities for the benefit of all.

Have a good clear-out and benefit worthy causes at the same time!

Village Hall Bookings
Yaxham Village Hall is a flexible indoor and outdoor space available
for hire. It has a large main hall perfect for children's parties,
performances, events and classes as well as a smaller separate
meeting room. Kitchen facilities are available and the building is fully
accessible. In addition, there is a large playing field with newly
installed changing rooms.
The hall is run as a charity for the benefit of the community by
volunteers. It is not staffed.
Prices for hire vary but, in brief, the main hall costs £13 per hour and
the meeting room £7, with discounts for Yaxham residents. A threehour children's party is £30, or £25 if you live in Yaxham. The easiest
and quickest way to hire the hall is to visit our website,
www.yaxhamvillagehall.co.uk, where you will find an online diary for
available slots, detailed price list and booking form. Questions can be
emailed to Yaxhamvh@gmail.com. Once a booking is confirmed, an
electronic invoice will be sent for the hall fee which will give
information detailing where to collect the keys. A £100 damage
deposit is usually required, which is paid by cheque. Regular bookings
can be invoiced monthly. Alternatively, booking requests can be sent
to: YVAA bookings, Forge House, Station Road, Yaxham, NR191RD.
There is a list of events booked in this newsletter to help find an
available date.
Finally, messages can be left on 07375 922277; this number is
checked periodically and is not suitable for emergencies. The Yaxham
Village Amenities Association (YVAA) own and operate the hall but do
not run any of the events held.

Note from the Editorial Team
Do get in touch if you would like to contribute an article or
comment on anything in this issue—we’d be delighted to hear
from you!
An electronic copy of this newsletter can be found at:
www.yaxhamvillagehall.co.uk.
Deadline for copy and advertising in the December issue is
Thursday 1st November. Advertising rates per issue:
Full back page—£65; full inside page - £40; half page - £25;
quarter page—£15.00.
Please send copy or ads to: YourYaxhamNews@gmail.com.

Yaxham Village Amenities Association – Trustees
The following trustees are all volunteers who give freely of their time for
the betterment of this community facility
Peter Smith, Chair
Nikki Hughes, Vice Chair
Lucy Vincent, Treasurer
Daniel Hull, Bookings
Judy Butcher
Steve Goldsmith
Bob Gust
Peter Lowings—Parish Council Advisor & Community Consultant

St Peter’s Church
St. Peter's Church is open daily throughout the
year. Please do pop in.
Sunday services take place at 10.45am as follows:
1st Sunday Morning Prayer, 2nd Sunday Family
Service, 3rd Sunday Holy Communion, 4th Sunday
Sunday Special. On 5th Sundays we rotate around the churches in the
benefice. The Remembrance Sunday service will take place at 10.45am
on Sunday 11th November, with the act of remembrance at the war
memorial at 11.00am.
Morning prayer takes place on Tuesday mornings at 8.30am. There is a
prayer box in the church where prayers can be posted.
In September we are looking forward to the work commencing to
upgrade the heating system.
Contact details: Rev Mark McCaghrey 01362 882260,
Rev Sally Thurgill 01362 692745
Churchwardens: Annette Cheeseman 01362 693214,

Lesley Hoyle 01362 692366

Regular Events
Baby Sensory Classes

Every Monday

09.30-13.30

Zumba Gold

Every Monday

14.00-15.00

Dance Club

Every Monday Evening

19.30-22.30

Pilates

Every Tuesday Morning

09.45-10.45

Tai Chi

Every Tuesday Morning

11.00-12.00

Future Stars Drama
Group

Every Tuesday Afternoon

16.30-18.00

Table Tennis

Every Tuesday Evening

18.00-20.30

Pilates (beginners)

Every Wednesday Morning

09.00-09.45

Footloose

Every Wednesday and Friday

10.00-11.00

Good Companions
(DM Room)

1st and 3rd Wednesday of each
month

14.00-16.00

WI (DM Room)

2nd Wednesday of each month

19.15-21.15

Dereham Stitchers
(DM Room)

Every Thursday

10.15-12.15

Spiritual Healing

2nd Thursday of each month

10.00-16.00

Fitsteps

Every Thursday evening

19.00-20.00

Lace Making (DM Room)

Every Friday

19.00-22.30

Parish Council
(DM Room)

3rd Thursday of every month

19.30-22.00

Dereham Organ &
Keyboard Society

2nd Friday of every month

18.30-22.00

How lovely to have such colourful flower troughs in the village—a
testament to the attentions of those who plant, water and maintain
them for the pleasure of us all.

Diary Dates for Yaxham Village Hall
Diary Dates are available on www.yaxhamvillagehall.co.uk. Village
Hall Bookings: www.yaxhamvillagehall.co.uk/bookingform.asp , or
call 07375 922277 where messages can be left .

September
Carole’s Car Boot Sale

Sunday 2nd September

06.00-12.00

Weston Wellbeing Show

Sunday 9th September

08.00-17.00

th

07.00-12.00

Lions Car Boot

Sunday 16 September
nd

WI Harvest Supper

Saturday 22 September

14.30-22.30

Children’s Party

Sunday 23rd September

10.00-14.00

Macmillan Coffee Morning

Thursday 27th September

08.00-14.00

Wedding

Friday 28th September

17.00-00.00

Wedding
Wedding

th

Saturday 29 September
th

Sunday 30 September

00.01-00.00
00.01-18.00

October
Wedding

Saturday 6th October

All day

Carole’s Car Boot

Sunday 7th October

06.00-12.00

Norfolk Quilters

Saturday 13th October

09.30-15.30

Private Party

Saturday 13th October

18.00-23.30

Children’s Party

Sunday 14th October

10.30-13.30

Poultry Club

Saturday 20th October

All day

Poultry Club

Sunday 21st October

All day

Private Party

Friday 27th October

18.00-23.30

November
Dance

Saturday 3rd November

18.30-00.00

Carole’s Car Boot

Sunday 4th November

06.00-12.00

Armistice Day Commemoration

Sunday 11th November

14.00-16.00

Lions Car Boot

Sunday 18th November

07.00-12.00

Lions Bingo

Sunday 18th November

18.00-21.00

Children’s Party

Saturday 24th November

12.30-15.30

Friends of Norfolk Dialect AGM

Sunday 25th November

13.30-16.30

Saturday 1st December

18.30-00.00

December
Dance

nd

06.00-12.00

th

10.30-12.00

th

Sunday 9 December

14.00-17.00

Lions Car Boot

th

Sunday 16 December

07.00-12.00

Lions Bingo

Sunday 16th December

18.00-21.00

Carole’s Car Boot
Nativity Rehearsal
YVAA Carol Service

Sunday 2 December
Sunday 9 December

Social Club
The Social Club was established in August 1987 in order to overcome
the problem faced by the YVAA that they could not generate the
majority of their income from the sale of alcohol. The profits were
then to be ploughed back in to the charity. This was a common
scenario faced by many village halls. Today other options exist to
overcome the problem of income generation from alcohol sales.
Originally, the Club held the licence, with a named person having
responsibility for ensuring that licensed affairs were conducted within
the law. The Social Club transferred the licence to the responsibility
of the YVAA on 24th June 2012 under a new form of premises licence
available to charities and village halls. As a result of this, the absolute
and total license responsibility lay with the Trustees, and the Social
Club was conducting its business under the deemed consent of the
YVAA.
Sadly, over time, the Social Club reduced the financial return to the
YVAA and was trading on a minimal rent, which had been based on
the original premise of income generation to the Charity.
At the end of 2017, pressure was mounting on charities to ensure that
they were fulfilling their charitable objectives. The Trustees therefore
held a review with specialist charity and village hall advisors and it
was made clear that the agreement with the Social Club was against
our charitable objectives, primarily to maximise revenue from our
assets.
We were advised that two proposals regarding future arrangements
with the Club were more than reasonable and in line with our
charitable objectives.
The Social Club felt unable to accept either of the proposals and
elected to stop supporting Village Hall bookings that required a bar.
The Trustees were advised that this was against the original

constituted set-up of the Club and we were therefore left with no
alternative but to withdraw our consent to trade under our licence.
The Social Club vacated the premises on Saturday 28th July.
The Trustees are looking at ways that the community can best be
served with a social offer in the very near future.

Armistice Day Commemoration

We are planning to hold a community event in Yaxham Village Hall on
Sunday 11th November between 2.00 and 4.00pm to commemorate
the 100th anniversary of the World War One armistice.
The church service of
remembrance in the morning
remembers those men of
Yaxham who lost their lives in
the 1914-18 war. We would
also like to commemorate all
who returned from the war
after their horrifying experiences and those men and women who
kept things going at home or carried out vital work, both voluntary
and paid, to support those men. Life was never the same again for
these people.
We would like to invite organisations and individuals in the village to
get involved in any way they feel appropriate. This might include
readings, performances, presentations, songs etc. or volunteering to
help. Refreshments will be available.
We do hope you will be able to attend this special community event.
If you would like to take part in any way, please let me know.
Katy Marczewski
katymarczewski@gmail.com
01362 696920

Yaxham Parish Council and Charity News
Much has happened since the last Community News.
Planning matters. The Parish Council, NP4Yaxham, many residents,
our District Councillor Paul Claussen, CPRE and George Freeman MP
opposed the Lanpro/Glavenhill appeal over the proposed 25 homes.
Frustratingly the Appeal was allowed and then, a first for Yaxham,
we explored applying to the High Court for a Judicial Review of the
Appeal decision. However, on barrister’s advice, we sadly had to
decide not to – but we are now much better prepared for next time.
We remain vigilant for new and current permissions to do our best
to combine protection of our small rural village with small-scale
organic development. We continue to fight Yaxham’s corner at the
Breckland Local Plan Examinations and the next sessions are on 18th,
19th and 20th September 2018 at Breckland, see https://
www.breckland.gov.uk/article/7344/Examination-Documents.
For the Norfolk County Council By-Election we ran a successful
public meeting, or ‘hustings’, for the three candidates to introduce
themselves and answer questions from the public. This was held on
Tuesday 10th July at the Village Hall and some 60 residents attended
– almost 10% of electorate in Yaxham. Voting was on 12th July and
Ed Connolly, Conservative, was elected. Our congratulations to Ed
and we look forward to working with him on village issues.
WW1 Centenary on 11th November 2018 - The Parish Council has
initiated ideas for the commemoration of the centenary of the end
of World War One. Our thanks to Katy Marczewski and her working
group of volunteers for getting this underway – see their article in
this edition of the Community News.
Speed signs, bus-shelters, village gates and more – the Parish
Council will for the first time be formally consulting the village on a
number of highways issues. Look out for our newsletter - it will have
a feedback questionnaire attached which we would ask you to
complete and return to the Council via the details on the leaflet.

Parish Council Clerk – sadly, for personal reasons, Melanie Eversfield
has stood down from being Clerk. We wish Melanie all the best for
her and the imminent arrival of her baby. We are therefore recruiting
a new Clerk. This is for 6 hours a week plus meetings and training,
requiring good clerical skills, familiarity with accounts, ideally with
past experience and relevant qualifications or a willingness to
undertake the training required.
If you are interested, see
www.yaxham.com/parish-council/ for details or contact our ViceChairman, Ian Martin, on yaxhamparishclerk@gmail.com.
Lastly, the Parish Charity is pleased to be helping the Macmillan
Coffee Morning on 27th September with a donation of £350.
Peter Lowings,
Chairman

Yaxham Evangelical Chapel, Clint Green
Regular weekly services take place as follows:
Sunday at 11.00am — Sunday School,
children from age 4 are welcome.
Sunday at 6.30pm— Family Service.
Tuesday at 7.30pm — Various Services,
Bible Study, Communion, Quizzes, etc.
Monthly Specials including free
refreshments:
Tuesday 25th September– Musical service with Stephen Adcock
Other specials to be arranged.
For details about any of our services, please contact:
Carole Beavis 01362 696846

Story Slot
Flames in Summer by Barry Rochfort
Dougal was on his way back from Inverness where he had been
looking for work because the Highland Clearances were forcing him
to give up his small croft. He had to remove himself and his wife
from his family home - the cottage where his great-great
grandparents had first set up home, and where his grandfather had
helped the flight of Bonnie Prince Charlie in 1745, and had paid for
it with his life - taken from him by a musket ball at an execution.
Dougal trudges his way up the lower slopes of the Mountain.
Suddenly, from out of the trees he hears a distant malevolent
shouting. ‘Who is that?' he asks himself. Perhaps it was young
McPhail, the Laird's son, who used to make similar noises when he
was a young boy playing with the crofters' children.
Dougal sat down on a tussock for a moment. Before him lay the
full panoply of the estate, glorious countryside, grass and peat both
tinder dry. He’d often sat there with his father, discussing all
manner of things: the meaning of life; the presence of God; the
beauty of the land and forest; the wonders of the heavens, even to
watch the Northern Lights. Yes, it was a happy place, one he came
back to every day.
As he crested the hill and saw a billowing of smoke mixed with
sparks, he had a terrible foreboding that his crofting life had just
ended. Then he saw flames licking the turves on his little cottage
roof. He started running towards it, and just before he tripped he
saw Mairie, his wife, stagger out choking as a flaming torchwielding McPhail roared ‘BE GONE!’
The lairds had won another victory. It would be a long time before
they knew hubris.

The Age of Steam arrives in Yaxham by Daryll Banyard
December 7th 1846
was the date the
Industrial Revolution
truly came to Yaxham
- when the first goods
train rumbled through
the station - but
probably a more
important date for the
village occurred two
months later, on 15th
February 1847, with the arrival of the first passenger train.

A meeting had been held at The King’s Arms Hotel, Dereham, in
1844 to discuss, and later approve, a scheme to build a railway
from Wymondham to Dereham at a cost of £10,000 a mile. Some
traders in Norwich wanted a direct line to Dereham, avoiding
Yaxham, but the original plan went ahead and the course of the
river Tud was altered to accommodate the track.
The survival of the station after closure was initially due to Mr D C
Potter, who took over the tenancy of the buildings and thereby
saved them from demolition. Preservation of the buildings has
been continued by the present owner, John Hull, while the
railway has been reopened by the Mid Norfolk Railway Trust.
The large signal box
is the only one left
on site on the line.
The box contained
24
levers
and,
although not all
were in use, the
strength of leverage
of some of those

that were must have called for a
very muscular signalman. On the
platform the original waiting
room had a Ladies toilet which
still retains the ‘penny in the slot’
latch. The later glass-fronted
waiting
room
alongside
eventually became used as a
parcels office and for bike
storage.
The rather gaunt
Victorian shed contained a
gantry and, in its heyday,
handled
cattle,
sheep,
pigs, corn,
coal, sugar
beet and
timber.
Fruit,
papers
and milk
also
passed
through, some to Shipdham, that
village not being on the railway
line. There were cattle pens in
the goods yard and, in the early
years of the 20th century, a
shunting horse was stabled there
to move the tracks around. An
evocative sound of the railway
would have been the detonators
which were put on the line in

foggy weather to guide the trains
on their journey.
A building, at what is now the
end of platform, was the lamps
shed, with Gents toilet adjoining.
Two and five-gallon lamp oil cans
have been restored to their
former glory, as has an LNER
sand bucket.
To emphasise the importance of
Yaxham Station to the village, the
Saturday afternoon train from
Norwich
would have
to pull up
twice along
the
500
yard
platform to
let
everyone
off,
as
additional
carriages were required for the
number of people wishing to
travel. Most popular were the
2/6d return excursions to
Yarmouth on a Saturday night, as
well as packed carriages for the
steam service through Dereham
to Wells-Next-the-Sea.
The
engine would have to labour
away up the Wighton incline
before the run to the coast.

The Age of Steam arrives in Yaxham (continued)

Yaxham station was staffed by 6 or 7 men, with a relief signalman,
and it was open from 6.00am to 10.00pm. The Station Master lived
at Station House and a Foreman Porter at Station Cottage. A lamp
boy and two clerks made up the staff.
The demise of the railway came gradually in the 1960s. The goods
yard closed in 1964, the station became an unstaffed halt in 1965,
and the last passenger ‘shut the gate’ in October 1969. Freight
services continued until 1989, after which the line was sold to the
Mid Norfolk Railway Trust in 1997. Regular steam and diesel trains
now run through Yaxham again, over 170 years after the line was
built.
How fortunate we are, not only to have this feature in our village,
preserved for the interest of future generations, but, on occasion, to
hear the sounds of a steam engine trundling through.

Woodland Group

The Woodland Group meets every first Saturday of the month at
Pinns corner between 10am and 12 noon.
What will we be doing? Pruning, clearing, litter picking and bonfire
building, as well as consuming tea and biscuits! Everyone is
welcome. Tools, personal protection equipment and instruction are
all supplied, so just turn up in suitable clothing and help us look after
Yaxham's wild spaces.
In addition to the above, so far this year, we
have created a wild flower patch (which
didn't like the hot dry weather) ; took part
in a butterfly count; pond dipping and
erected two newly carved Pinns signs.
Now the drought is over the prospect of a
very good blackberry harvest looms. What could be better than to
spend time in the fresh air with the family, picking blackberries for
those lovely pies and jam?

NP4Yaxham – News Update
Our Yaxham Neighbourhood Plan is suffering from Breckland
Council's continued lack of a 5 year housing land supply (a central
government policy). Seemingly planning permissions are granted in
what would usually be seen as unsustainable locations. And because
developers are simply sitting on these approvals but not actually
delivering the built houses we are all in a pickle. The green field to
the south of Elm Close is a case in point. Although it is excellent for
the wildlife to remain on the land scheduled for development over 3
years ago, it is still waiting in the wings which is a significant concern
to all living in Elm Close.
Sadly, rural communities across the county and country are being hit
by present government policy and we can all wonder what the
countryside and villages will look like in 20 years time.
However to look on the bright side, our Plan is in place and has to be
noted by developers in terms of the Gaps policy, design, density etc
so to have a Plan is better than no Plan at all.
However the NP4Yaxham Working Group continues to be vigilant and
take up planning issues where appropriate. We have:
·
·
·

Discussed the detrimental effects of the 5 year housing land
supply with MPs and Breckland Council;
Represented Yaxham residents in the Local Plan examination and
there will be further sessions in September; and
Reported to Yaxham Parish Council meetings.

The NP4Yaxham website - www.np4yaxham.com - is kept current and
you will find all the latest information about planning issues of
concern to the village. Let us know your views by email to
np4yaxham@gmail.com or write to: NP4Yaxham, C/O Frogs Hall
Farm, Cutthroat Lane, Yaxham NR19 1RG. Thank you for your
support.
Maggie Oechsle
Chairman - NP4Yaxham

Reproduced by kind permission of PRIVATE EYE magazine / Gary Cook

Thursday
27th September
Yaxham Village
Hall
9.30am to
12.30pm
Come along for
Coffee, Cake
and much,
much more!

