Published quarterly by
Yaxham Village Amenities Association

December 2018

CHRISTMAS IS A SEASON NOT ONLY OF REJOICING,
BUT ALSO REFLECTION
Welcome to our December 2018 Newsletter as we look forward to
the upcoming events that are taking place in the community and
reflect on the happenings of the last 12 months.
What a year it has been, with a number of challenges and
achievements. I look back with some sadness with regard to the loss
of family and friends, but also smile at the achievements of younger
family members. The phrase ‘we live in uncertain times’ seems apt,
but then I can remember my Grandparents and other Elders
expressing the same sentiment in days well past. Perhaps we all have
a degree of unease at the thought of change, but negativity can often
cause stagnation.
Across the month, a lot is happening at the Village Hall as the many
groups that use the hall have their own Xmas celebrations. The new
Community Room is now open for business, there are a few finishing
touches to be done, but we now have a superb space for local groups
and residents to get together. The space offers a fully stocked bar
and café facility, offering freshly brewed coffee in all its formats. Also
on offer is hot creamy chocolate, which can be fortified with a shot of
something to add extra warmth. The new space offers masses of
opportunities, especially for those groups who find the main hall too
big for their requirements. If you are looking for a warm relaxing
space for your group or friends, then this room could be the place for
you. We are open to all ideas and will go out of our way to try and
accommodate the occasion that you wish to take place.
Two important opening events are taking place at the beginning of
the month. On Saturday 8th December, the bar will be open from
18.00 to ‘Meet the Village’ and everyone is welcome to come along
and enjoy the refreshment on offer and meet other members of the

community. As a special offer, if you bring the leaflet in the
newsletter, your first drink will be half price. It is planned that these
evenings will take place on a regular basis and we will develop them
to suit the needs of the community. The whole idea is for fun,
friendly, family get togethers and hopefully we will be able to have
other events for us all to enjoy our wonderful facilities and make new
friends. Then on the following Thursday 13th at 10.00am will see the
opening of the ‘Second Thursday Community Café’ this is being
organised by the same team that ran the Macmillan coffee morning,
so a fun time will be had by all. Fresh coffee, lots of cake and pots of
tea will be available for everyone to have a great mardle and get
together. This will be a regular event and hopefully will create enough
interest for other groups to organise their own special community get
togethers. This space has been created for all to use, mother and
baby groups, walkers, special interest societies, whatever; the
Community Room is your facility.
Sandwiched in between these two events is the annual Christmas
Carol Service which takes place at 14.00 on Sunday 9th December.
This is a highlight in our YVAA calendar and this year, the Trustees
have selected the Children’s Air Ambulance as the chosen charity. I
always feel that Christmas has really started, once the Village Carol
Service takes place. This is a truly joyful occasion and all are very
welcome.
All other forthcoming events are listed in the calendar in the middle
of the Newsletter. I take this chance to again wish you all, from the
Trustees, a very merry Christmas and a peaceful and happy 2019.
Remember Jingle with all your heart, no one likes a half -hearted
jingler!
Peter Smith
Chairman, YVAA

Advertisement Feature

Cameron Reid
Osteopath + Sports Therapy
·
·
·
·
·
·

32 years experience
Back and Neck Pain
Sports Injuries
Headaches and Migraine
Sciatica
All ages treated

45 Norwich Road, Dereham.
Tel: 01362 696079
Email: reception@cameronreid.com

www.cameronreid.com
Cameron Reid has a vast range of clients, of all ages & walks of life, the
oldest being 101 years of age! Cameron takes time to talk to his patients
to assess the initial route of a problem before commencing treatment
and a rehabilitation plan. This is of prime importance to ensure that the
risk of a recurrence is kept to a minimum.
Lifestyles & leisure activities have altered dramatically over the last 20
years, resulting in a higher proportion of sports & repetitive strain
injuries being seen. Cameron has links with several professional sports &
athletic clubs who call on him on a regular basis.
Cameron calls on his experience to give talks & practical seminars to
industry, giving advice on manual handling & avoiding injury in the
workplace. This enables companies to satisfy current legal health and
safety requirements & maintain a happy and safe workforce with less
absenteeism.
Cameron has also gained a reputation as a trainer. He provides a variety
of popular courses nationwide training therapists, with previous
students attending from as far away as the Czech Republic, France and
America.

Yaxham Women’s Institute
Yaxham WI meets in the Village Hall on the second Wednesday of the
month usually at 7.15pm. We are a small group of friendly ladies and
welcome any new visitors.
In the New Year we have the following talks:
On January 9th Glynn Burrows comes to tell us about the Origin of
some Norfolk Place Names.
On February 13th Irene Lonsdale will give an Easter Card Workshop,
please note this is at 1.30.
March 13th brings Simon Partridge to tell us about the History of the
How Hill Trust.
Would you like to join us?
Contact Kathryn Rogers for more details: 01362 691198
Kathryn.m.rogers@gmail.com

School News
As usual when I reflect on the term so far, I
cannot believe how quickly the time has gone, or
how much we have squeezed in! We welcomed 15
new children into Reception in September, as well
as 3 new children into Key Stage 2. All have settled
well and brought so much to the school already.
We have been really lucky to welcome many visitors to the school.
Our youngest children have been learning about people who help us.
They have enjoyed visits from the fire brigade, police, paramedics,
even the Cats Protection League. We managed to escape an extra
visit from the fire brigade when Puffin Class recreated the Great Fire
of London on the school playground! We have also enjoyed getting
out and about ourselves this term: it was a real pleasure to take our
Prefects to help at the Macmillan Coffee morning, and we took part
in the WW1 Centenary Event and will be joining the United Carol
Service later in the term.
Our oldest children have had a
fantastic start to the year with
residential
trips,
the
perfect
opportunity to spend time together
as new classes. Robins (Year 3 & 4)
spent three days at Whitwell Hall
Country Centre in Reepham. In
beautiful surroundings they took part
a whole range of activities but den
building, fire lighting and the bat walk
were by far the most memorable
experiences. Eagles (Year 5 & 6) were
mesmerised by the Derbyshire
landscape. They crammed a huge amount into 4 days at Crowden
Outdoor Activity Centre including rock climbing, weaselling and
stream scrambling. Some of the activities were challenging but the

children supported each other and were
incredibly proud of their achievements. They
even managed a few hours’ sleep in between
midnight feasts! On both trips the children
were well behaved and a pleasure to spend
time with. We hope that they will have many
happy memories from the experiences.
With so much happening we certainly earned
our half term break that gave us the energy
needed for the rest of the Autumn term and all the excitement that
Christmas in school brings!
With best wishes from all at Yaxham Primary School.

Jennie Müller
Headteacher

Yaxham’s Elected Representatives:
Parish Council Members
Peter Bennett
White House Farm, Clint Green
George Crummett Church Cottage, Church Lane,
Yaxham
Pablo Dimoglou
8 Hudson Avenue, Trowse, Norwich
Steve Goldsmith
25 St Peters Close, Yaxham
John Harvey
Hill Farm, Well Hill, Clint Green
Peter Lowings
(Chairman)
Pinebanks, Station Road, Yaxham
Ian Martin
Yaxham House, Norwich Road,
(Vice-Chairman)
Yaxham

01362 692820
01362 692845
07500 823027
07904 469668
01362 696240
01362 690290
01362 854248

For more information please see: www.yaxham.com/parish-council
or www.yaxham.com/parish-council/parish-charity
or www.np4yaxham.com
or contact the councillors or email yaxhamparishclerk@gmail.com
Breckland Council – Mattishall Ward (includes Yaxham) 01603 880454
Paul Claussen
Heath Cottage, 24 Heath Road,
Hockering NR20 3JB
Email: paul.claussen@breckland.gov.uk
Pablo Dimoglou

8 Hudson Avenue, Trowse, Norwich 07500 823027
NR14 8GB
Email: pablo.dimoglou@breckland.gov.uk

Norfolk County Council- Yare & All Saints Ward (includes Yaxham)
Ed Connelly
Email: ed.connolly.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk 07786 028055
Member of Parliament for Mid-Norfolk
George Freeman

Email: george.freeman.mp@parliament.uk 01953 600617

Parish Council & District Council Elections take place on 2nd May
2019. If you are interested in standing for one of the seven places
on the Parish Council and would like more information then please
contact Peter Lowings or Ian Martin.

Good Companions Club
On 10th September 1969 the Rev H Elliott introduced the project of forming
a social club in Yaxham for the over 60's. Mr A Boothman outlined a course
of procedure to establish the Constitution for ways and means and social
activities. The first chairman was the Rev Elliot, treasurer Mr W Fields, joint
secretaries Mr and Mrs Banks. The cost of membership was 6d per
member per meeting, to be held on the first Wednesday of each month.
All meetings were held in the Church Rooms until October 1989, when the
Good Companions moved to the new Village hall.
There have been numerous outings, games of bingo, tea parties and a
birthday dinner enjoyed by friends and families.
Sadly, this is our last year as the club money is running out and the
fundraising days of our very mature members are long gone.
The remaining members of the Good Companions would like to thank
anyone who has visited the club in the past; we enjoyed your company.
Thanks must also go to the Club’s long-standing treasurer, Sheila Feakes,
for her dedication and loyalty.

Table Tennis

Our new season of league games began on the 18th September with a cup
tournament and are now well underway. The Yaxham A and B teams , who
play in the third division along with seven other teams, are currently in
third and fifth place , although the season continues until April. Our
popular social sessions continue on a Tuesday night from 6pm until
7pm as there are matches which start at 7pm and 7.30pm afterwards.
If you are interested in finding out more why not pop along on a Tuesday ,
the first night is free and then only £2 for the hour. The Dereham league
also run social sessions on a Saturday morning at the Dereham leisure
centre from 10-12 . For more information please contact Paul Phillips on
epaulp@btinternet.com

NP4Yaxham News
“I am informed that the developer (Lanpro) has a second option on
the back burner, which is to bring the villages south of the A47
linking the villages of Yaxham, Mattishall and Garvestone”.
These were the words of Breckland Councillor Dimoglou at the full
council meeting to discuss the Lanpro proposal for a garden town
with 10.000 homes enveloping the villages of Billingford, North
Elmham and Bintree. The local press reported that this councillor
was the single person in favour of the Lanpro proposal despite a
petition of over 2,100 signatures from the villages threatened with
being entirely overwhelmed.
Cllr Dimoglou was “concerned that our MP George Freeman knew
about the proposals months ago, indeed I am told that he had at
least one private meeting with the developers”. He appeared quite
unaware that our MP had written of his concerns to the housing
minister, which was reported widely in the local press. This
prompted the minister to state categorically that any such garden
town proposals must have local support. The question must surely
be why Cllr Dimoglou himself has made little effort to attend Yaxham
Parish Council meetings to brief his fellow parish councillors of
Lanpro’s future plans if he had also been “informed”? Until the
Breckland Council meeting on October he chose to remain silent.
NP4Yaxham representatives continue to attend all such meetings of
relevance to our community because these very large proposed
developments have implications for us all. The surface water
drainage on the proposed development at Elm Close as well as the
Toftwood development of up to 291 homes are of great interest to
Yaxham residents because of potential increased flood risk. The
obvious added traffic chaos of the Westfield Lane bridge being
rebuilt as well as a possible roundabout in Yaxham Road at the top

of the hill by East View, are both issues that will affect us all. Many
new homes are proposed, but where are the infrastructure
improvements and most importantly where are the additional local
jobs for any new residents?
On a very different note, the Armistice day remembrance events
both in St Peter’s Church and later in the village hall were incredibly
well-attended and the new benches on the Recreation Field and in
Clint Green mark the centenary as well as the carved poppy at the
foot of the village sign. Yaxham rose to the occasion and all those
involved deserve our heartfelt thanks for making 11th November
2018 a day to remember for all the right reasons.
Maggie Oechsle
NP4Yaxham Chairman

Come and join us for the Christmas journey Christmas Services at St Peter’s Church
Sunday December 23rd 4pm Carols by
Candlelight
Christmas Eve 8.00pm Holy Communion
Christmas Day 9.30am Crib Service
Weekly services times on the church noticeboard
The heating upgrade is now complete, so do come along and
celebrate the new heaters with us!
Wishing you a blessed Christmas from all of us at St Peter’s.
Contact details: Rev Mark McCaghrey 01362 882260,
Rev Sally Thurgill 01362 692745
Churchwardens: Annette Cheeseman 01362 693214,

Community Room
“Yax Bar” and
Café Facility

Note from the Editorial Team
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of
the editorial team or publishers. Do get in touch if you would like
to contribute an article or comment on anything in this issue, we’d
be delighted to hear from you!
An electronic copy of this newsletter can be found at:
www.yaxhamvillagehall.co.uk.
Deadline for copy and advertising in the March issue is Thursday
28th February. Advertising rates per issue:
Full back page: £65; full inside page: £40; half page: £25; quarter
page: £15.00.

Yaxham Village Amenities Association – Trustees
The following trustees are all volunteers who give freely of their time for
the betterment of this community facility
Peter Smith, Chair
Lucy Vincent, Treasurer
Daniel Hull, Bookings
Steve Goldsmith
Bob Gust
Peter Lowings—Parish Council Advisor & Community Consultant

Diary Dates for Yaxham Village Hall

Diary Dates are available on www.yaxhamvillagehall.co.uk. Village
Hall Bookings: www.yaxhamvillagehall.co.uk/bookingform.asp , or
call 07375 922277 where messages can be left .
December
Carole’s Car Boot

Sunday 2nd December

06.00-12.00

Family Bingo

Sunday 2nd December

17.00-22.00

Children’s Party

th

Saturday 8 December

10.00-14.00

Children’s Party

Saturday 8th December

14.30-17.30

Community Bar Opening

Saturday 8th December

18.00-22.30

Nativity Setup

Sunday 9th December

10.30-12.00

th

YVAA Carol Service

Sunday 9 December

14.00-17.00

Nativity Play

Tuesday 11th December

19.00-20.00

th

Farm Machinery (Myhill Room)

Wednesday 12 December

19.00-22.00

Community Coffee Morning

Thursday 13th December

10.00-Noon

Lions Car Boot

th

Sunday 16 December

07.00-12.00

Lions Bingo

Sunday 16th December

18.00-21.00

Mattishall Scouts Christmas Party

Wednesday 19th December

17.30-20.00

January
Tai Chi Taster Session

Saturday 5th January
th

09.45-11.00

Private Party (with bar)

Saturday 5 January

15.30-22.30

Carol’s Car Boot

Sunday 6th January

06.00-12.00

Community Cafe

Thursday 10th January

10.00-12.30

Children’s Party

Sunday 13th January

11.00-14.00

Farm Machinery (Myhill Room)

th

19.00-22.00

th

Thursday 17 January

Children’s Party

Saturday 19 January

15.00-17.00

Children’s Party

th

Sunday 20 January

10.00-14.00

Carole’s Car Boot

Sunday 3rd February

06.00-12.00

Community Café

Thursday 14th February

10.00-12.30

Lions Car Boot

Sunday 17th February

07.00-12.00

Lions Bingo

Sunday 17th February

18.00-21.00

Private Party

Sunday 24th February

10.30-13.30

Farm Machinery (Myhill Room)

Thursday 28th February

19.00-22.00

February

March
Poultry Club

Saturday 2nd March

Poultry Club

Sunday 3rd March

Carole’s Car Boot

Sunday 10th March

06.00-12.00

Community Café

Thursday 14th March

10.00-12.30

Children’s Party

Saturday 16th March

12.00-17.00

Lions Car Boot

Sunday 17th March

07.00-12.00

th

Lions Bingo

Sunday 17 March

18.00-21.00

Private Party (with bar)

Saturday 23rd March

18.00-23.30

Farm Machinery (Myhill Room)

Thursday 28th March

19.00-22.00

Private Party

th

Saturday 30 March

10.15-14.30

Regular Events
Zumba Gold

Every Monday

14.00-15.00

Dance Club

Every Monday Evening

19.30-22.30

Pilates

Every Tuesday Morning

09.30-10.30

Tai Chi

Every Tuesday Morning

11.00-12.00

Future Stars Drama Group

Every Tuesday Afternoon

16.30-18.00

Table Tennis

Every Tuesday Evening
Every Wednesday Evening

18.00-20.30
19.15-22.00

Pilates (Beginners)

Every Wednesday Morning

09.00-09.45

Footloose

Every Wednesday and Friday

10.00-11.00

WI (Myhill Room)

2nd Wednesday of each month

19.15-21.15

NEW! Community Café

2nd Thursday of each month

09.00-12.30

Dereham Stitchers

Every Thursday

10.15-12.15

Fitsteps

Every Thursday evening

19.30-20.30

Lace Making (Myhill Room)

Every Friday

18.00-21.00

Parish Council
(Myhill Room)

3rd Thursday of every month

19.30-22.00

Dereham Organ &
Keyboard Society

2nd Friday of every month

18.30-22.00

NEW! Community Bar open

Every Saturday evening

18.00-22.30

Launch of ‘Second Thursday’ Community Café
YVAA has recently completed the refurbishment of the old Social Club
at Yaxham Village Hall. This great space has been renamed the
“Community Room”, and offers two large, comfortably furnished
rooms, tea and coffee facilities, plus a fully stocked bar now named
“Yax”! The team who organised the MacMillan Coffee Morning plan
to run a monthly “Community Café”, with the aim of encouraging
other groups in the village to join in. The initial aim is to have a
volunteer run Community Café each Thursday. Fancy a challenge?
Why not contact YVAA and chat about your ideas? Full details on the
facilities offered at the Hall can be found at http://
www.yaxhamvillagehall.co.uk
The launch will be on Thursday 13th December running from 10:00am
to 12 noon. Coffee, tea and cakes will be served. Please come along
and help support this new idea. If you would like to get involved,
make cakes or know more, please phone Sue on 01362 696805 or
email yaxhamcommunity@gmail.com.

Dates for your Diary
Coffee & Cake
Thursday 13th December 2018 10:00am – Noon
with Christmas Cards Stall
Thursday 10th January 2019 10:00am – Noon
Introducing “Bat & Chat” Table Tennis
Thursday 14th February 2019 10:00am – Noon
Valentines Special

Have your say!
The Parish Council has been asked to publicise a number of
consultations within the Parish :

1 Norfolk Boreas Offshore Wind Farm: Statutory Consultation, 7th
November-9th December.
See:
https://corporate.vattenfall.co.uk/projects/wind-energyprojects/vattenfall-in-norfolk/norfolkboreas/documents/
preliminary-environmental-information-report/
2 Environment Agency consultation on “demaining” of River Tudd,
12th November-23rd December.
See: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/norfolk-de
-maining-proposals-rationalising-the-main-river-network
3 Norfolk County Council Budget Consultation 2019/20, 5th
November-24th December.
See: http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/budget
4 Norfolk County Council Consultation on Norwich Western Link
(A47-NDR) options, 26th November-18tj January 2019. Local
Public Drop-in meetings from 2pm-8pm at:
Dereham Memorial Hall
Honingham Village Hall
See: http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/nwl

- Tuesday 15 January
- Wednesday 16 January

Yaxham Parish Council and Charity News
For a small village there is always something going on – it’s what
helps make Yaxham the village it is. See our re-vamped website for
all the news – www.yaxham.com/parish-council/.
The Centenary on the 11th November 2018 of the World War One
Armistice.
The village came together to:
· Install the two commemorative benches, with one at the
recreation field and one opposite the school, on the base of the old
bus-shelter;
· The village sign restored and the “Yaxham Remembers” carved
poppy of Yaxham Oak at the base of the village sign, and a timecapsule to be inserted in the base of the sign;
· The door-to-door poppy appeal collection for the Royal British
Legion;
On 11th November
· The very moving Remembrance Service at St Peter’s Church,
including the one minute’s silence and laying of wreaths and
crosses at the War Memorial; and
· The “Yaxham Remembers” Community Event at the village hall,
brought together many villagers, the School and village
organisations in tribute to all who were affected by the “Great
War”, organised by a group of residents for the Parish Council.
Thank you on behalf of the Parish Council to everyone who made
these events happen.
Dog-waste bins. The one by the Recreation Field gate has been
replaced; the one between the dugouts has been repaired; the Old
Post Office one is being relocated to go at the bottom of Well Hill;
and a new one will go at the corner of Cutthroat Lane and Paper
Street.
Litter Pick. This was along Norwich Road on 3rd November and
finished at the Yaxham Woodland Group gathering at Pinns Corner.
Thanks to all involved including our Breckland Cllr Paul Claussen.

Dangerous Trees. The Council has helped the Yaxham Village
Amenities Association (YVAA) with an emergency grant of £1,500 to
cover the cost of speedily addressing the dangerously exposed row of
Cypress trees overhanging the Norwich Road.
Council Tax. As promised, the Parish Council’s element of the Council
Tax bill for 2019/20 has been frozen.
Next Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm Thursday, 24th January 2019 –
ALL welcome.
Have a good Christmas, and here’s to 2019.
Peter Lowings,
Chairman

Yaxham Evangelical Chapel, Clint Green
Regular weekly services take place as follows:
Sunday at 11.00am — Sunday School, children from age 4 are
welcome.
Sunday at 6.30pm— Family Service.
Tuesday at 7.30pm — Various Services,
Bible Study, Communion, Quizzes, etc.
Monthly Specials including free
refreshments:
Tuesday 29th January – Sankey evening with
David and Ann Goddard
Tuesday 26th February – Musical evening
with Stephen Adcock
You are welcome to join us for traditional
carol singing around Clint Green
Friday 21st December – Well Hill and Monday 24th December Paper Street and Norwich Road.
For details about any of our services, please contact:
Carole Beavis 01362 696846

Story Slot
Luke asks a Difficult Question by Barry Rochfort
It was a strange sight, a large old man and a slight nine-year old
boy. They had walked round the outside of the ancient castle walls
with a dog, and were now going along a path towards an old
church. Theirs was a curious friendship. But then lots of
friendships are curious.
The boy's name was Luke. He had a brother and two sisters older
than him. His mother was a primary school teacher and his father
a professor in computer sciences. They were a very musical family;
Luke was learning piano and drums. He was a small lad with a
shock of blond hair, an eager beaver for knowledge and discussion.
‘What’s at the back of beyond, James?’ he asked.
‘Where is beyond?’ said James
‘Over there, behind the church,’ Luke ventured. ‘Shall we go and
see.’ It was a glorious warm summer’s day. They strolled past two
buttresses supporting the east wall, and some gravestones. A
patch of lush green grass was inviting to sit down upon.
‘There you are, Luke, that is the back of beyond,’ James said,
pointing to the North wall.
‘No,’ Luke responded ‘I can see it, so it must still be on the far side.’
A moment’s thoughtful silence ensued. James smiled
enigmatically; Luke wore a puzzled look.
‘Dad says the universe is still expanding. Can you imagine it? I
mean, it must be going somewhere. For What happens to sounds?
Do they diminish over time and distance? Are they still there when
they’re not there?’
‘That sounds a bit like the theory of homeopathy,’ said James,
seeking some scientific solution to Luke’s questions.
‘I don’t understand,’ said Luke, ‘I think I’m confused.’
‘Fear not, my little friend. It’s all at the back of beyond!’

Yaxham Remembers Those Affected by the Tragedy
of War—11th November 2018
The Parish Council provided funding for the commemoration of the
Armistice centenary. Two memorial benches have been installed; one
in the corner of Yaxham Playing Field, the other opposite the school.
Simon Salter carved a beautiful poppy using wood from an old oak
felled at Yaxham House. Fixed to the village sign, this was unveiled by
Peter Lowings on Remembrance Sunday.
An afternoon event in the village hall was attended by 150 people.
The programme was both entertaining and poignant with community
singing, moving poetry, thought-provoking readings and Brian Gaudet
contributed some accomplished renditions of folk songs.
The singing was skilfully led by Clarke
Willis and accompanied by Ben Garrod, a
talented young piano player. The
audience, ranging from toddlers to
octogenarians, joined in with gusto,
especially for the familiar choruses.
Members of Yaxham WI and others read
poetry both old and modern and a brave group of children from
Yaxham school entertained the crowd with a poem and a song. They
brought with them a lovely wall hanging with crotcheted poppies
attached by buttons sewn on by all the pupils. Trench cake and Anzac
biscuits were served during the interval.
Items on display included magazines of the era, a ‘dead man’s penny’
issued to the families of soldiers who were killed in the war; some old
French postcards and the Yaxham bier laid out with a depiction of a
battlefield as a tribute to the ten WW1 soldiers named on the war
memorial.
Daryll Banyard read some extracts from his album containing
information about those men and the battles in which they died. A
copy will be on display at St Peter’s Church.

Wartime Yaxham by Daryll Banyard
Now is an appropriate time to revisit the article I wrote in 1983 on
the memories of people living in Yaxham during World War Two.
They, sadly, have passed away, but their memories are a historical
record of wartime in our village.
One aspect of life during the period was fire-watching; Freda Last
and Annie Isbill would sit up until dawn watching for bombs. The
bombing of Norwich could be heard, particularly by ‘doodlebugs’,
and the flashes and glow of the fires were seen from the village.
Yaxham had its communal air-raid shelter on land at the corner of
St Peter’s Close and Norwich Road. The shelter was an
underground dug-out taking a dozen people but after a while
people preferred to take shelter under their kitchen tables.
Yaxham also had a Dad’s Army. Walter Gogle recalled the Home
Guard having uniforms but no arms aside from broom handles and
strings of crackers to imitate gunfire. The Stationmaster was in
charge of this fine body of men who met on Sunday mornings for
practice. There were no pill-boxes in the village; the main guard
duty post was at Whinburgh Bridge, with sand bag posts in various
places. One of the Special Constables was Arthur Medlar, who
was also the village boot and shoe repairer and worked from a
wattle and daub hut, where bungalows now stand almost opposite
‘High Gables’. Here, with the tang of leather and hide hanging
from the walls around him, worked a real craftsman. There were a
remarkable number of roundsmen calling in those years. The
horse and cart of Don Kerrison, the butcher, was a familiar sight,
as were Ben Cook the pork butcher, Mr Cushing and Norton’s the
bakers, as well as four different grocers who all called around the
village.
A mile along Well Hill, Clint Green towards Brakefield, in a field
to the left was a searchlight, manned by a team of seven
soldiers, who were billeted in a basic Nissen hut. Flower beds
and a garden gate made it look homely and the young soldiers

were allowed to use the hard tennis courts which existed at
Oakwood Manor, Brakefield Green. On one occasion three German
bombs were dropped nearby. Two exploded, but the third remains
with us today, driven far into the soil by the disposal squad in their
attempts to retrieve it. The roads around were sealed off, but the
only scars of the attack still visible are a dip in the land and a cluster
of bushes. Even closer to the village, in the winter of 1940, a
landmine was dropped near fir cover on Stone Road, causing an
enormous hole. There was considerable activity in the skies above
the village when Shipdham airfield became operational in 1942,
and it was a regular pastime to count the Liberators out and count
them back home. In 1944 a Mosquito
got caught in some wires and came down
between Yaxham and the Mill. Mr Tilney
and Mr Rowe helped get the two
crewmen out; sadly, one was dead and
the other died at the Rectory, where they
were taken.
Social life was very active in the war years, with table tennis, cards,
dancing and whist drives held on a weekly basis in the Church
Room. The latter would be packed out if there was a bag of sugar
to be won. Conditions in the school were crowded, with older
children staying on at Yaxham until they were 14, with just two
teachers coping. This avoided travelling, but on one afternoon a
teacher was accompanying children home to the Yaxham end of
the village when they came under machine-gun fire from a German
plane. The teacher threw the children into a ditch to protect them.
Finally, there are three names on the War Memorial from the last
war that should not be forgotten. They were Tommy Vincent from
Brakefield, from the Norfolk Regiment, who died in Singapore;
Raymond Daws, who died of wounds received at Anzi; and Geoffrey
Palmer, who was killed on active flying service.
We will remember them.

What a Load of Rubbish!
Saturday 3rd November saw a jointly
organised Litter Pick by Yaxham Parish
Council and Yaxham Woodlands Group. The
equipment was provided by Breckland
Council and a great group of adults, children
and dogs, converged at Pinns Corner for
Coffee, Cake and a Bonfire. In total seven
bags of litter were collected, including
numerous cans, bottles and fast food
wrappers. Pickers also collected pieces of
polystyrene,
plastic sheeting and scrap metal
items. Sadly within days of the pick,
rubbish was already gathering along
Norwich Road and around Pinns
Corner. On Stone Road a pile of
tyres and scrap had been dumped,
the response from SERCO was
excellent, all was cleared within 24
hours of the lodging of the dumping.
The Woodland Group meet at
Pinns Corner on the first
Saturday of each month to look
after the site. Pinns Corner is
listed as a Green Space under
the Yaxham Neighbourhood
Plan and the land is held by
YWG on licence from the Parish
Council.
If you would like to be notified
of events being organised by YWG or the Parish Council please email
yaxhamwoodlands@gmail.com
or yaxhamparishclerk@gmail.com

Time to say goodbye ... to Monica Matthews
On 30th October a large congregation gathered at St Peter's Church
to say goodbye to Monica, a longstanding villager. Monica was born
at Corner House in Church Lane in 1940 and, after meeting her future
husband Brian at the age of 17, they were married at St Peter's
Church in 1960; they were a devoted couple. Sadly, Brian passed
away in 2006.
Monica loved the outdoor life and especially her garden and walking.
She was a familiar figure with her dog, Bubbles, at her side, as they
made their thrice daily walks around the village. Latterly, Monica and
Bubbles were joined by friend Pam and, as they walked, they
collected litter from the hedgerows and roadside along the way.
Monica was also one of the team who helped deliver village
newsletters.
Monica was a faithful Christian lady and a good neighbour. She was
well respected among us and we will miss her, and her contribution
to village life. Sincere condolences are offered to Monica’s family and
thanks to them for sharing her with our community.

Dereham Stitchers
We had a wonderful response to the start up of our stitching group,
so much so that we have had
to move into the main hall for
more space. We have a core
of lovely ladies who produce
some beautiful garments for
charity and themselves.
If you are a charity or know of
a charitable organisation in need of sewn garments, please get in
touch with us. We meet in the main hall every Thursday morning
from 10.00 until 12.00, or contact either
Jan Adams 07879 440060 or Jenny Smith 07798 738729.

Yaxham Macmillan Coffee Morning, 27th September
A record £1,852 was raised in 2017
and this year our total is at £2,476.71
The Yaxham Macmillan Coffee Morning was a huge success – supported by
residents and organisations in and around Yaxham, sponsored by many local
businesses, and vouchers and donations from many.

There were stunning raffle prizes, wonderful coffee and cakes, produce,
tombola, and a “dog-bola” – a tombola with prizes of pet toys and treats, a
first for Yaxham – and many more stalls.
Another first for Yaxham was “Brave the Shave”. Local resident Colin was
the brave volunteer, and hairdresser Lisa, another Yaxham resident,
administered the cutter – to the applause of everyone present. Yaxham’s
Breckland District Councillor, Paul Claussen, rather than lose his hair he put
on a green wig for the event, as did Yaxham Parish Councillor Ian Martin, as
they drew the raffle and handed out the prizes.
Yaxham Macmillan organiser, Susan Martin, said “The Yaxham Macmillan
Committee have done Yaxham and Macmillan proud – months of
preparation and the support of the wider community had all paid off with
this wonderful turnout and success – thank you to everyone who played
their part.”
Next year the event will be held on Thursday 26th
September 2019.
For more information contact Susan Martin: 01362 696805

Colin Firmin braves the shave

MEET THE VILLAGE
NEW COMMUNITY ROOM BAR &
CAFÉ

OPENING EVENT –
YAXHAM VILLAGE HALL
SATURDAY DECEMBER 8TH
18.00 -22.30
Come along and enjoy the new
bar facilities open to all — Families
& children welcome
Superb prices – wide selection
Everything designed for the
community to get together
Bring the enclosed leaflet and get
50% off your first drink
Credit and debit cards accepted

