Church of

Scotland

ORPHIR

& WALLS

1

T

he Island of Hoy (the high island) and Walls has an area of 57
square miles and a population of approx 400.

It is about 30 miles

by road from Rackwick with it’s high cliffs and sandy beach,

through Lyness, once a Naval base to Osmundwall and Cantick Lighthouse
in South Walls.

This beautiful island looks to the future but is steeped in

history and with many of its friendly community is just waiting to be
met, discovered and hopefully enjoyed.
St Columba’s Church ,
Our present church was built in 1832, with some alterations made in
1924 and completely refurbished with a grant from Historic Scotland in
1986. Recently space has been provided for wheelchair users and
planning permission has been applied for to improve the ramp access and
provide toilet facilities.
The windows and pulpit are on the long south wall, the communion
table standing in front of and
below the pulpit. The carved
communion table and sandstone
font were both
made by local tradesmen while
above the
vestry
door are
carved panels taken from the Spanish Armada.
In the church there is a small plaque unveiled
by Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother in 1970,
in memory of the crew of the TGB lifeboat
which was lost on callout in March 1969.
and Congregation
The present membership is 55; plus 14 on the supplementary roll and 5

adherents, the average attendance on Sunday being 15 to 25 people,
many of them willing to give their time and share their talents. Some of
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our elders are experienced in organising and leading worship, and are
happy to do this on alternate weeks, when you lead worship in Orphir
and Stenness Church. We have a list of Bible readers and some in the
congregation who will participate in conversations, monologues - if they
are part of the service - or prayers.
We are asking for volunteer leaders to help re-establish our Sunday Club
for the children who attend our kirk as our previous leader was unable to
continue and we are hopeful of achieving this.

Our main fundraising is a Sale of Work held annually in August and we
provide light lunches monthly: with other events taking place for specific
causes.

As a congregation we regularly support Harvest Help, Christian

Aid, UNICEF and Orkney Presbyteries Malawi project, alongside other
more local initiatives such as Aberdeen R.I. roof garden project and
Orkney Women’s Aid. For our stewardship campaign this year (2013/14)
we are giving our time.
As a congregation we read from the Good News edition but appreciate
hearing other versions of the Bible too. We sing from CH4, but also from
Common Ground, Songs of God's People and CH3. We hold specific
seasonal services celebrating Christmas, Easter also Harvest and mark
Remembrance; Guild WDP and dedication. Communion is held 3 times a
year.
We are pleased to welcome visiting ministers and readers but more
frequently during the vacancy, lead worship ourselves. Services are held
every Sunday at 11.15am followed socially by tea and coffee.
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We pray this is all done with God’s blessing, and the guidance of our
Interim Moderator.
We abide by the Unitary Constitution and form one part of a triple
linkage with Flotta linked with Orphir and Stenness.
Our minister is also part of the Orkney Presbytery where there is a great
sense of fellowship and informality among its members. (Presbytery
meetings in the winter months are held in the morning to allow islanders
to attend).
The Guild has 14 members and meets monthly, October to June, in Hoy,
North Walls and Longhope alternately, regularly welcoming speakers.
The Manse is Kirkside, a small 2 bedroom
bungalow beside St Columba’s, which is very
near completion. Its name was chosen by the
congregation. It will provide short stay
accommodation for our minister -whose
main residence will be Stenness Manse - or
other visiting ministers or parish workers.
We also hope to use it for Sunday Club and
other outreach activities.
Our links with our community’s school have diminished in recent years
and we would like in time, to re-establish them.
The Island
The Dwarfie Stane, seen from the Hoy to Rackwick road is one of
Orkney’s oldest monolithic tombs and in Rackwick itself there is a small
Hostel which is open in the Summer - it is from
Rackwick you set out on your walk to the Old
Man O Hoy.

In Hoy there is a Hostel and Community

Hall. The Hoy Hostel is often used by visiting school
groups who take part in Gorge walking and other
outdoor activites.
Lyness was once a busy
Naval Depot, and is now
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a place to visit the Arctic Convoy Memorial and W.W.II Museum and cafe.
The RoRo ferry terminal to and from the Orkney Mainland is also
situated here.
The North Walls Community school also has a pre - school Nursery. Our
children attend North Walls until moving to Kirkwall Grammar School or
Stromness Academy for their senior education.
The community facilities at the school consist of a community room,
where a Club for the over 50s meets on Wednesdays, a small
swimming pool and Healthy Living centre, there is also a football pitch
which is the homeground of The Flotta, Hoy & Walls football team
The Hoy Half Marathon which takes place in June, is a very popular run
and for this the school is the hub.
Not far from the school is the Gable End theatre. The theatre regularly
stages performances by both amateur and professional artists, and also
becomes our local cinema, usually on a Friday night.
In the village of Longhope are the shop, Lifeboat Station, Health centre,
Fire Station, Kirk and YM (community centre).
At the pier you’ll find the only shop and petrol pump – and also the
Lifeboat Station.

The Health Centre is where our
resident Doctor and Nurse meet the
community’s health needs, and where Friday Day Care is
held, which provides support and respite .......
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and across the road from the Health Centre is the Fire Station, which is
operated by a retained fire crew.
The Mother and Toddler group meet in the YM which is close by, opposite
the Kirk.
Our joined parish originally supported 4 Kirk’s: the Hoy Kirk, which is
now a multi resource Community building: a Free Kirk in North Walls,
which for some years has been a private residence: St John’s, North Walls
which was a mission chapel and which is now a trust building owned by
the Friends of St John’s, and St Columba’s in Longhope which has become
the Parish church of Hoy and Walls (Church of Scotland).
There are three hotels in Hoy and Walls: Stroma Bank and The Royal
Hotel situated in South Walls and the Hoy Hotel in Lyness.
Hoy & Walls supports agricultural, animal and hill farming with some hill
land in Hoy set aside as an RSPB sanctuary.
The main employers in the island are Orkney Ferries, the Fish farm, and
at the Golden Wharf Lyness, expansion in renewable energy is also
creating employment .
The Blether is our local news-sheet and the Development Trust have also
created a community website.
The address is: www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/iohdt
St Columba’s Church, Hoy & Walls: website is in the process of creation.
Transport
Transport around Hoy and Walls is usually by car. There is also a
recently constituted bus route which is provided by the Island
Development Trust which connects with the Ferry. From the island to
the Mainland of Orkney, the Ro-ro ferry, MV Hoy Head carries cars and
passengers crossing from Lyness to Houton in Orphir a journey of
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approximately 35mins.

The ferry makes regular crossings in the winter,

and these are increased during the summer months. (Cars must be
booked) This ferry route also includes the island of Flotta.

MV Graemsay

Between Hoy, Graemsay and Stromness (Mainland Orkney), the MV
Graemsay, a passenger only ferry also crosses regularly.
A bus service meets some of the ferries and provides a link to Kirkwall.
Hoy is a beautiful island with varied scenery and good connections to the
Mainland. We are a friendly community and there are lots of activities in
which to take part. Our climate like our island scenery varies.
Are you willing to come bringing your gifts of community ministry,
sharing them with and supporting a small and friendly congregation
(who are also happy to support you too), some of whom have experience
in leading and taking an active part in worship;

are you open to people

of different faith denominations and no faith, and willing to try the
many aspects of island community life?
Would you be open to the new and different experiences being the
Minister of our linked parishes will bring you?
If so, please contact us .............

/pge8-10 more photo’s

7

Things to find here

in Hoy & Walls
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and the islands we live in.
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