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Sarah, Anya, Akaysha and Peter Lalor Philp

REMEMBERING CAPTAIN JOE LALOR
Margot Coogan

Christian Brothers’ College St.Kilda
invited ‘Lalors Australia’ to join its ANZAC
Memorial Service on the 24th of April at
the school to commemorate the 100th
Anniversary of the landing at Gallipoli.
It was 100 years ago that 31 year-old
Joseph Peter Lalor led his men up the
slopes of Sari Bair to capture Baby 700.
To mark this important occasion, CBC
provided the most appropriate place to
remember. The service was extremely
moving, the atmosphere was intimate and
personal and there are long Lalor-Philp,
Lalor-McCarthy and Lalor-White
connections with this college.
The family was represented by three of
Joe Lalor’s great great grand nieces,
Akaysha, Anya and Sarah Lalor Philp.
“This was a very moving service and
we would like to be present there again
next year,” said Sarah and Anya.
They did admit they were a little
overawed walking through the guard of
honour formed by CBC boys.

During the service,
a CBC Old Collegian,
Laurence Quinn spoke
about his active service
in Afghanistan and the
crucial developments
brought to that country
by Australian Forces.
Joe Lalor was a
Joe Lalor
career sailor and soldier.
During his very short life, after leaving
Xavier College, Kew, he joined the British
Navy, then fought in an Argentinean
civil war. After a daring escape from South
America he joined the French Foreign
Legion and before going to Gallipoli, he
was a regular training officer in the
Australian Army.
After losing a number a senior officers
in their attempt to take Baby 700, Joe
called on his men: “Come on, the 12th.”
The words had hardly passed his lips
when he fell dead, and the 12th lost one of
its most gallant capable officers.

IN THE SPIRIT OF
ANZAC

BRENDON DEACY
EXHIBITATION CLOSER

John Francis Lalor-Gillespie

Leading Irish artist Brendon Deacy is one
step closer to bringing his James Fintan Lalor
exhibition to Ballarat.
Brendon made an initial application to Culture
Ireland for a grant which has been successful.
The Museum of Australian Democracy at
Eureka is eager to host the exhibition and has
assisted Brendon in the first stages of his
application. Now Brendon Deacy’s application
has moved to the next stage of the funding
process.
When displayed at last year’s James Fintan
Lalor School in County Laois, the paintings,
based on the famed Irish Rebel, were highly
acclaimed. At the 160th, Eureka Anniversary
celebrations Lalor Chieftain, Margot Coogan,
presented a limited edition print of one the
paintings to the Museum of Australian
Democracy at Eureka.
It is planned to hold the exhibition some
time mid next year.
The Brendon Deacy exhibition would be an
important event for ‘Lalors Australia’ because it
not only honours a remarkable Irish patriot, but
also brings to Ballarat the spirit of one who
helped inspire the Eureka story.

Every two years my father, John's unit join
together to celebrate Anzac Day and the
venue changes each reunion. The most
memorable get together was the Gold Coast
reunion in 2012 where my two sons Ryan and
Jordan marched holding the 8th Field
Ambulance Banner alongside all my dad’s
mates, my mother Carmel and myself. A very
proud and moving moment for all involved.
The Anzac spirit lives very strongly within our
family and the boys and I march together
each year where ever we may be.
This year we again joined the unit in
Melbourne with over 50 people taking part
and dad’s mates always love seeing my family
and I think seeing my sons growing up into
young men. Their grandad would have been
so proud of them. It is always a celebration
when we come together and always look
forward to seeing our extended family. –

Fiona Lalor-Gillespie-Pike.
Carolyn,Kirrilly,Sue and Alicia - Lalor-Whites
John Francis Lalor-Gillespie was killed in
th
the Long Hai Hills, Vietnam on the 17 of
April 1971.

A DIFFERENT ANZAC DAY
Sometime ago Alicia organised for nine of us
to go to Halls Gap and Hamilton to check on
my parent’s grave. We thought there may
have been weeding etc to be done. Mum
and dad’s ashes are interred in the top of
Jim’s grave at the Hamilton Cemetery.
James (Jim) Kevin White died 1963 as a
result of a car accident . He was my father’s
young brother and was in the air force during
WW2 and a prisoner of war.
My two sisters, Pip and Jacqui, my two
daughters, Alicia and Kirrilly and their
children (two girls each) and myself drove to
Hamilton to watch the Anzac Parade.

A very small number of WW2 Veterans in
vintage cars led the parade followed by
Vietnam veterans etc and the children from
all the local schools. It was a short march
compared to Melbourne but just as moving.
We then went to the cemetery and we were
very pleasantly surprised to discover the
grave was in perfect condition. We then
noticed a small plaque at the foot of the
grave from the Office of Australian War
Graves. They must be maintaining the
graves of all returned servicemen. We felt
uncle Jim and dad had been recognised and
remembered for their service to this country.
We went back to Halls Gap for the second
night of our stay. We enjoyed our time
together. – Sue Lalor White

Moya
Anne
Lalor
Gillespie
Peter was the grandson of Eureka’s P

It is time to remember and celebrate the
life of a wonderful Lalor woman, Moya Anne.
It is 50 years since the tragic death of Moya
Lalor Gillespie however the essence of this
impressive woman lives on in the family.
Mother of Christine, John, Michael, Paul,
Frances Mary and Fiona Gillespie and
grandmother of Emily Pearson, Fiona Pike
and Damien Etta, Moya was the daughter of
Dr Peter Anthony and Nano Lalor and the
great grand-daughter of Eureka’s Peter
Lalor.
Moya married Francis Mahon Gillespie in
1941 at St Mary’s Church, East St.Kilda.
Moya will be remembered for her
remarkable ability to turn around any
misfortune. To be in her company was to be
happy, regardless of how one was feeling
before. Her laugher penetrated through to
one’s soul, best demonstrated during those
long and painful days while she struggled
with cancer. The loungeroom at the
Gillespie’s Mimosa Rd home in Carnegie,
was alive with Moya’s laugher as she joked
about the goings on of her family, laughing
at herself and drawing out the best humour
from everybody present, and for just a short
time the room was full of smiling faces and
great stories. But the family knew their
mother, aunt and special friend was dying.
Those who knew and loved Moya so
much were not surprised. Ever since we all
could remember, Moya laughed,
encouraged, care about and loved all those
around her. No matter how bad things were,
Moya turned on the sun and everybody’s
soul was lifted.
There are many important gifts in life but
none greater than being able to share one’s
love.

FROM THE STOCKADE

Defending the rights of the Irish people
at the mighty fortress of Dunamasse,
A postcard
Dr Peter Anthony Lalor
Laois, exposing
thewritten
gravebyinjustice
practiced by the British landlords on the
( -pages of the Irish Felon during the 1800s,
demanding democracy based on justice at
Eureka and fighting for freedom at
Gallipoli have all been honourable
struggles involving the Lalor clan.
In 2015, as we celebrate the courage
of the ANZACs on the 100th anniversary
of that brutal conflict, the bravery of Joe
Lalor presents great significance for
‘Lalors Australia’.
History records much about this man –
a professional soldier, courageous,
ingenious, adventurer and a born leader.
In 1964 when his wife Hester died, that
entire Lalor line ended. All his children
had passed away before their mother.
Hester suffered many tragedies in her life
life as it did other Lalor women, losing
their menfolk and children at an early age.
Similar to the other women in this family,
she was always very strong and graceful
and carried forward the best family
traditions with great esteem.
I would like to think that Joe Lalor’s
line has not ended: it is today linked by
blood and soul to us all, particularly the
Lalor line of Dr Peter Anthony Lalor who
was Joe’s brother. As James Fintan was
to brother Peter, so Joe was to his brother
Peter. The high price of Gallipoli, like
Eureka, presents a time for all Lalors to
reflect and ask ourselves what have we
learnt and in today’s continuing violence
and injustice how would Joe Lalor react to
these times.
On Captain Joseph Peter Lalor’s grave
at Baby 700 the epitaph reads: ‘It is sweet
and proper to die for one’s country. The
Lord Thou Knowest Best’.
Let’s move forward with pride.
Peter L.P

THE LALOR
LINE
Lalor! Truly art thou worthy of the name thy grandsire made –
Soldier of the Foreign Legion, Captain of the Third Brigade;
Never yet was Freedom’s standard raised but Irish hearts were there.
Lying wounded on Eureka, lying dead on Sari Bair.
As the grandsire, so the grandson!
When for each the task was set,
Years apart and seas asunder, destiny was grimly met;
He who, brooking not oppression, his rebellious handful formed,
Sowed the seed that blossomed scarlet when Gallipoli was stormed.
Martyred miners of Eureka, murdered men of Sari Bair,
For Australia’s sake bear witness what the Lalor blood shall dare;
From the grandsire lying wounded with a price upon his head,
To the grandson stark and silent, foremost of the foremost dead.
We made Peter Lalor Speaker when our manhood spoke its will;
But the dumb tongue of his grandson speaks more eloquently still;
In a roadway near Eureka Peter’s statue stands in bronze;
But his grandson needs no statue – nor his young centurions!
Marching mute and bold, Australia seeks the distant battlefield,
Raising high her starry standard, on Eureka first revealed;
And though death may claim her captain, he has left to her a son,
Lest the breed of Lalor perish ere Australia’s work be done.
Still fulfillment crowns its promise, still the deed begets its fame,
Years apart and seas asunder, man is changelessly the same;
Never yet a cause demanded, but the hearts were found to dare
For the People of Eureka, for the King at Sai Bair.
•

Written by an unknown author and published in the Melbourne Herald.

ELDER AND CHIEFTAIN
The Nationalist newspaper in County
Laois has highlighted another important event
at the 160th Anniversary of Eureka in Ballarat
By Clan Chietain,
which involved the Lalor
Margot Coogan.
Aboriginal
elder of the Wathaurung
Fiona
people, Bryon Powell was one of the special
Pike
guests and participants at the opening
ceremony on December 3. Elder Bryon
welcomed those gathered to his people’s
traditional land by performing the Smoking
Ceremony.
After the formalities, Bryon met Margot
and in an extraordinary gesture placed his
traditional possum coat on The Lalor
Chieftain’s shoulders.
“Normally this very special coat would not
even be placed on his mother’s shoulders, but
he placed the coat on mine.

Reflection

.

Elder Bryon and Chieftain Margot

“It was such an honour and hugely
significant,” Margot said.

EUREKA STREET-TINTEAN
Two respected current affairs and cultural
magazines have published the story of
Captain Joe Lalor to mark the 100th
anniversary of ANZAC and his death.
Eureka Street and the Irish cultural
magazine Tintean highlighted Joe’s military
career in South American, the French Foreign
Legion, the Australian Army and his death at

THE

A TOUCH OF IRELAND AT
CBC ST.KILDA
Following the special ANZAC Memorial
Service at CBC St.Kilda, a luncheon was held
providing an opportunity to meet fellow Old
Collegians, college staff and students. ‘Lalors
Australia’was delighted to meet three senior
students from Ireland: Luke Territt and Tadhg
O’Gara, both from Dublin and Jake Gallagher
from County Donegal. Luke, Tadhg and Jake
spoke about Ireland, sharing their thoughts on
the recent economic situation there and the
country’s hopes for the future. They too were
interested in the Lalors of Laois, particularly
James Fintan, as well as Lalor exploits in
Australia.
“Jake,Tadhg and Luke are very impressive
young men, not only in offering hospitality to
their guests but also being able to share
opinions on international topics,” said Peter
Lalor Philp.

Gallipoli.

GREAT WEBSITE
Stuart Lawlor in the UK is the editor and
creator of the O’Leathlobhair website. It is well
worth a read
The site features the latest international
O’Leathlobhair newsletter, information about
current and past clan chieftains, photos of
clan events, membership details as well as
Australian Connections which includes our
newsletter, the chieftain’s visit to Australia and
other news.

FURTHER CONNECTIONS
If you know of any Lalors/Lawlers/Lawlors or
other people with an interest in the
O’Leathlobhair heritage, please send their
email to us so that a copy of the
O’Leathlobhair Line can be sent to them.
Stories and news are always welcome.
Please send to eureka3kz@bigpond.com

