THE SHAPING OF TANKCIENPARISH O6T TUDY

HOW GEOGRAPHKXD HISTORY HAFEAYED THEIR PARTS
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This presentation aims to show how the physical landscape of the area shaped the Parish of St
Tudy, and how over a theand years of occupatidaft its mark.

GEOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION

The parish of St Tyds an upland area of over 3000 acres, rising to aroundt 46@ falling off on
all sides to rivers and watercourses; steeply down to the River Alldreiwest. Its soil, temperate
climate and moderate rainfall make it ideal agricultural land for both arable farming and pasture.

EARLHISTORY

In RomanBritain, Christianity was just one of many religgpractised throughout thé&mpire.In
410the Romas withdrew from Britainleaving it open tcAngle andSaxon invasionom the east
These began in 44forcingChristianBritons westwards ito Wales, Cornwall anBrittany.

In the 5" and 6" centuries Celtic missionaries from Brittany and Ireland &bed to Wales, and
Cornwall, establishing Christian cells and churches to serve local populattiasas been called
w1 3S 2F {IAydaQ

Cornwall was either well blessed at this time, or in great need of spiritual guidance, as so many
Cornish place namesmember these anciertelticsaints.

It was some time later, in 597, that the First Papal Misstothe south and east of Britaibegan
the conversion of thggagan Anglo Saxomg Christianity under the Church of Rome.



FOUNDING OF THE CHURCH

Thevillageand parish are named for St Tudy (Tudinus Tudic), a Breton monk df trenéury
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He was als@®bbott of the monastery atLandevennecfounded by Saint Winwallo® whom the
church at Gunwalloe in Cornwall is dedicatelefe aremany other placesin Brittany associated
with & Tudy.

St Tudywas a contemporary of St Briewho died in 502ADand it is thought that both of them
travelled to Cornwalbs missionaries by way of the Camel Estudhe founding of St Breock®
churchnear Wadebridgealso suggestthis.

A «e/ % The circular pot of land on which the present church stands
AR “in the centre of thevillageis the site of theearly Celic
; \ ‘ ‘}w"’ church
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EARLY SETTLEMENT
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Of course,a missionary would need
people he couldminister to ¢ and
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. identified a number of Iron Ade

Romano British settlements or rounds
in the area much of this evidence

coming from crop marks on aerial

photographs. Many more must exist

- still undiscovered.

~= It is thought that thechurch was built
Z_... within one of these eadir Iron Age

enclosures.

® Round ° Fort

Rounds areshownat Bodinnick Bearoak; Lanterrickx2) Tinten; Tamsquite; Bravery; Hendra, and

Polglaze.
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identified in the area.

In 2008, a geophysical survey was carried out
this field at Bodinnick¢ one of the sites being
considered for building a new school.

The circular features were interpreted as Irol
Age/Romano  British nrelosures  surrounding

farmsteads; providing evidence of early settlemen /

and agriculture. This would have been farming at
subsistence level.

The term Romano British refers to the indigen@eople livingunder nominal Roman occupatian

ie. the Corni$. The far west of Britain, however, saw little Roman interference, and local chieftains

still held power.

Interestingly, KS y I YS W. 2 RAfyoyi DIOCamnishii &) K61 YRa St f §of 3

WF2NIATFTASR RgSEtAYyIQD

0oeée



ANGLO SAXON CORNWALL

By the year 800, the Celtic lands of Scotland|a&/eDevon and Cornwall (Dumnonia) wére only
areas notruled by Anglo Saxon kingdoms.

Battles were fought in the™and 9" centuries against Wessex which sought to expand into the far
west, the Celtt populations often beingssisted by &ndinaviarallies, especiallipanish Vikings.

Devon was conqueredround 722, but Cornwall held out un888 when a joint army of Cornish
and Vikigs was defeatediear Callingtonand so itbecame part of Wesse¥ven then the Cornish
continued to rebel.

Local placenames provide evidence of Saxegitlement in this area.
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Helstone is Anglo Saxon for settlement.

Thereare no Anglo Saxon place namegghin this parish, howevett Tudy is in the Hundred of
Triggshire, an Anglo Saxon administrative division

THE CoPED TOms.

In the church ishis coped tombstonevhichwas thoughtto be Anglo Saxon, or perhap$kingas it
is caved with interlaced decoration.

This smaller but similar stoneiisthe chrchyard Bl anivet igdated to the 10" century.

These are notof the & I YS F2 N | & adirédfied t8 kh2 Armiddrdedmed (originally
Vikings) who were expelled fromublin in 902AD Moreover, there is no phce name and little
personal name evidence for Scandinavian settlement in the whole of Cornwall.



It seems thatin 8" ¢ 13" century here was a fashiofoNJ W{ SR BK RSO2 NI GA 2y A
interlaced carvingsechoing the intricate patterns found in Gospels written at monasteries in
Ireland, England and Brittany.

Cardinham Cross

YAy3 52yA&mdos {G2yS y 10" Century

The earliesexamplein Cornwalis onthe 8O Sy (i dzNB Y BYi2 y52 ¥ XIS NIifeudadt S S NI
on manyCeltic crosses of the f&entury, dating them firmly in the Ayfo Saxon period.

The decoration ipurely decorative, having neligioussignificance.



The Anglo Saxon kingdoms were finally united under Atheldtarg of Wessex 92927 and first
King of All England 92339.

¢KS {d tSGNROQa ‘uhged ia 668 NBs fdvaured bHRIStEN YD indreased
their land hotlings and wealth.

At this time, farmsteals increased in number and sizegrowing crops and grazing animals to
produce a surplus with which to feed the expanding population.

There has been a recent suggestion that the church at St Tudy wadefdas late as 920 by the
abbot and some inhabitants of Loc Tudy fleeing for safety during the Norman invasions of the
Kingdom of Brittany, when monasteries and cities were looted.

Brittany and Cornwall had strong trade and cultural links dating backlLiohts K A & i 2 NiB = & 2
surprising that somevould have travelled to Cornwall in the i@entury. In fact, the illuminated
Bodmin Gospel was written at a monastenBnttany.

The refugeesare said to have broughwith them the relics of St Tudy, setij in the area and
SadlotAaKAy3d {0 ¢dzReQa OKdIzNOK®

It is more likely that the long established and powerful Bodmin Priory would have claimed these
relics, rather than a new religious community being created around them.

A more probable scenario would beahSt Tudy himself came here as a missionary and established
a church in his name in thé"&entury. Some400 years later, in the fDcentury, his relics were
brought to his church in Cornwdtir safekeeping if, indeed, the relics ever came to Corniyal

At some point he relicswere given to Althelstan who wasa greatcollector ofreligious artéacts
and he anated themto Exeter Cathéral upon its foundationn 932.They ardisted in the Leofric
Missal of the 1) & 11" centuries as being held &xeter Cathedral.

This poses the questionsWasthe coped tombstonewhich is of the right date, a marker for St
¢ dzR & Q &¢ DNES fs larQeiske reflect its importance?

After all this was the Dark Agesand in the absence of firm evidence, we caeculate as much as
we likeco dzii Y I & y S@S NIsignficadce.0 KS aG2ySQa



THE NORMAN CONQUEST

Whereas the Anglo Saxon take over had been gradual process, the effects of the Norman Conquest
were wide reaching and almost immediate.

Power shifted fromdcal chieftains to the King/illiamQ @&voured noblesThe geatest ofthese was
his halfbrother Robertthe Count of Mortain who held 797 manors, which includdchost all of
Cornwall.

French and Latin became official languages of the court, church ahtitpjoand English and
Cornish belonged only to the uneducated peasants.

The Church of Rome ousted Celtic Christianity, and a stone built Norman church replaced the old
church as the conquerors put their own stamp on the country.

St Tudy is dtilisted as a Catholic Sainpfeast day May 11th

TheDOMESDAY SURV&Y1086recordeddetails ofthe landin every part of the kingdom at that
time, for taxation purposes, but also notéww it had been at the timef the Conquest in 1066.

St Tudy warecorded as Eglostudgca church settlemenhot a village
1066 Overbrds Canons of St Petrgdodmin 1086 Lord Robert,Count of Mortain

Only four small manors were identified in the pargsh

Polrode,-

1066 Overlord Canons of St Petroc, Bodmin
1086 Lord Robert,Count of Mortain(Norman)
Tenant in Chief Canons of St Petroc

Lamellen
1066 Lord of the manor Edwy (Saxon)
1086 Lord Berner of Hornacot{Norman)
Tenant in Chief Robert,Count of Mortain(Norman)
Trewen
1066 Lord Edwy
1086 Lord Berner of Hornacott (Norman)
Tenant in Chief Robert,Count of MortaifNorman)
Tinten.
1066 Lord Bishop of Exeter
1086 Lord Richard son of TurolfNorman)

Tenant in Chief Bishop of Exeter
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t h [ wh 5 8households (quite small), 4 sifers, ¢ L b ¢ Blhouseholds (small) 5 villagers, 2 smallholde
3 smallholders, 1slave, 3 ploughlands, 17a. past 1 slave; %loughlands, 1.5 lord's ploughteams, 3 me
3a woodland, 3 cattle, 20 sheep, 4 goats ploughteams; 0.25 Lord's lands, Woodland 1 aBre;attle
( ~ 35a mostly pasture) 20 sheep (~ 26a mostly arable)

[ ' a9 [ 9Householdgsmall), 5 smallholders
2 slaves; 4 ploughlands, 1 Lord's ploughteam,

men's ploughteams; 0.12 Lord's lands, Pasture
acres; 8 cattle, 60 sheep (~40a arable & pajtu

TREWEN 2 small holders; 1 ploughland; 3
acres pasture; (~ Zbmostly pasture)

Definition of aPlough(land)
When Domesday refers to number of ploughs it is referring to the taxable amount of land
OKFG OFy 6S L 2dzaAKSR o0& | G4SFY 2F SA3IKG
2ESY QU YSI ya Kletnatively, ahnitichazKre forltayakom putpbses.

After the conquest,dnd was cleared and improved around the developing villagad in some
areas wasorganised intacommunalfield systemswith strips or stitches.
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