‘Alkmaar 70’ Newsletter 5 – June 2017
Less than four weeks to go until Alkmaar 70 Week begins!
We look forward to seeing all of you at one or
more of the events!
Please support these events yourself, and
bring along friends and family – especially the
Alkmaar Youth Symphony Orchestra Concerts!
Let’s get the word out across Bath about the
wonderful link we have with our Dutch friends
in Alkmaar!
Alkmaar Week PLUS: diary of public/member events:
Monday 3rd July: Special Screening of Paul Verhoeven film, “Black Book” (18), in the Little
Theatre. Doors open at 5.40pm. Tickets available from the Little Theatre: £7.50. (More
information at the end of this newsletter)
Wednesday 5th July: ‘Alkmaar Café’ in the Rising Sun, 3-4 Grove Street, central Bath. A
chance to catch up informally in the ‘gezelig’ atmosphere of our popular monthly gettogether: come one, come all! Cash bar, light food now provided. No charge.
Date
Monday,
10th
10.0010.30am

From
11.00am

Tuesday,
11th
7.30pm

Event/Activity

Location
ALKMAAR WEEK

Formal launch of Alkmaar Week. Raising of the
Dutch and Union flags, with the Mayor of Bath: all
welcome.
(Reception in Mayor’s Parlour afterwards for BATA
members and invited guests only)
Launch of the Alkmaar 70 ‘Cheese Trail’ – a crossCity treasure hunt involving hidden Dutch cheeses!
Can you find ‘em all? More information available on
www.bathfringe.co.uk. No charge

Orange
Grove/Alkmaar
Garden (next to the
Guildhall)

Dutch Comedy Night : Four highly-regarded up-andcoming Dutch comedians, straight from the Toomler
comedy club in Amsterdam, perform in a different
language and with a non-Dutch audience. “What
made the Dutchman laugh?” Come along and find
out! Tickets £11 from www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

Widcombe Social
Club

Central Bath
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Thursday,
13th
7.45 for
08.00am

10.0010.45am

12.45-2.00pm

Saturday,
15th
7.00 to
9.00pm

Sunday, 16th
3.30 to
5.30pm

Business networking breakfast, exploring new
opportunities for commercial and cultural links
between Bath and Alkmaar, with Mayor of Alkmaar
and Cllr Anketell-Jones of BathNES. Tickets £20
available at https://bathalkmaarbizbreakfast.eventbrite.co.uk
Commemoration service for Elias Prins, the Jewish
activist from Alkmaar whose escape to Bath started
the chain of events leading to the links between our
cities.
BATA members only: buffet lunch reception with
Mayor of Alkmaar, Burgomeester Mr Piet Bruinooge.
Cash bar.

Bailbrook House
Hotel

Alkmaar Youth Orchestra & Guests in Concert: a
special anniversary concert, featuring music, dance &
song on the theme: “Connections” plus readings from
the Alkmaar-Bath origins story: tickets available
online at
https://alkmaaryouthorchestra.eventbrite.co.uk

Roper Theatre,
Hayesfield School

Alkmaar Youth Orchestra & Guests in Concert 2: a
less formal repeat of last night’s concert with
readings from the Alkmaar-Bath origins story: tickets
available online at
https://alkmaaryouthorchestra2.eventbrite.co.uk

St Michael’s
Church, Broad
Street, Bath

St Swithun’s
Church, Bathford
NB: please note
location
Larkhall Sports Club

Alkmaar Youth Symphony Orchestra & Guests
Celebrate seven decades of Bath's oldest international link
- forged with Alkmaar in Holland during the Second World
War!
A tale of tragedy, daring escape and international friendship
will be re-told in music and readings, in this amazing concert
by the fabulous Alkmaar Youth Symphony Orchestra, with
special guests, rounding off our week of Anglo-Dutch
celebrations in superb style.
Tickets are just £6.50 each, and avilable online at:
Saturday July 15 evening concert: 7.00pm https://alkmaaryouthorchestra.eventbrite.co.uk
Sunday July 16 afternoon concert: 3.30pm https://alkmaaryouthorchestra2.eventbrite.co.uk
These concerts will be poignent and memorable – please support them, and bring your
friends and family along.
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QUICK ACTIVITY UPDATE: There’s been a lot going on…
Spotters Hockey
We always hoped that Alkmaar 70 would
stimulate new groups to get involved with our
Dutch friends, and so it has proven. A great
trip was arranged for 17 young players and
their parents from the Spotters Hockey
Academy, who were hosted by AMHC
(Alkmaarsche Mixed Hockey Club). Two
matches were played, with honours shared –
a very satisfactory result!
Minerva Rowing Club
Since 1985 the two rowing clubs of Minerva
Bath RC and ARZV Alkmaar have been
exchanging visits twice a year. This year
Minerva took a group of 15 rowers and their
families to Alkmaar on Friday 21st April for a
weekend of rowing, sightseeing and
socialising with friends. The main event of
the weekend was the AA race held on
Sunday 23rd where rowing clubs from the
North Holland area compete over a 4 kilometer course. Minerva and ARZV also raced for the
Challenge Trophy and a Wooden Spoon – we won’t reveal who won what!
Bath Community Academy Arts Project with Alkmaar
We are really delighted that the trip to Alkmaar for 11 pupils from Bath Community
Academy took place. Huge thanks are due to the staff at BCA, our colleagues in the AUC in
Alkmaar, the staff at the Stedelijk Dalton
Academy, and the Alkmaar families who hosted
the Bath students – one parent even taking a
week of work to support the visit. Thanks also
to Bath’s Charter Trustees who supported us in
enabling this trip to take place.
The staff have described the impact on the
young people from Bath as life-changing, which
is very gratfying – and echoes the impact on the
original children who visited each others’ cities
in 1945 and 1946.
Bath Abbey Choir performance in Alkmaar’s “Great Church” in May
The Abbey Choir sang a programme of traditional
English Evensong music in Alkmaar’s ‘Great Church’
in early May, to a very appreciative audience. Many
thanks are due to all those in Alkmaar who helped
with the visit, and promoted it locally, and to
musical director, Huw Williams, whose initial
enthusiam started the ball rolling. Informal reports
back from the choirboys said they enjoyed Alkmaar
very much – and they’ve picked up the story of why
we are linked too, which is good to hear.
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Rotary Club of Bath enjoy superb hospitality in Alkmaar
As many members know, the origins of our city link goes
back to the Bath Rotary Club, and their friendship with Eli
Prins in the 1940s. For over 70 years, the two Rotary Clubs
in Bath and Alkmaar have ben in close touch, visiting each
other every other year. This
year, it was Bath’s turn to visit
Alkmaar, and a party of over 35
Rotarians and spouses had a
splendid time, many staying with old friends made over the
years. As ever, there were fascinating culture visits, the warmest
hospitality, much fun and a lot of laughter, underlining once
again the close bonds between so many people in our two cities

English Folk Music sounds out across Alkmaar’s canals and lakes!
The City of Bath Jubilee Waits – a small bank of folk musicians who provide occasional music
for the Mayor of Bath – made their first overseas tour to Alkmaar in late May, being hosted
by the community musical group, the Lake Singers, a shanty choir formed initially from
members of the Heiloo Sailing Club, just outside Alkmaar.
Plans had been made for some informal music-making at one of Alkmaar’s two ‘Irish pubs’,
but so warm was the weather, that the music-making took place outside, in the open air
next to the canals. Whilst Irish folk music is of couse
well-known around the world, we think this may the
first time such traditional English folk tunes have filled
the air of Alkmaar! It was particularly enjoyable to see
and hear musicians from both our cities making music
together.
The Bath group report that they too were superbly
looked after by their hosts, forming another new link in
this special Anniversary year.

And closer to home… Alkmaar Café: May: Koningsdag/King’s Day
Our informal Alkmaar café in the Rising Sun pub in May was a bit
special for a number of reasons; we made it our (slightly late)
celebration of Dutch national day, or “King’s Day”, we had some
delicious Dutch treats kindly prepared by several of our talented
members, and we were joined by special guests, Nick and Ralph
from the Bath Comedy Festival – who told us about the Alkmaar
Cheese Trail they are organising. And last but certainly not
least, none other than the Mayor of Bath himself, Cllr. Paul
Crossley and his wife, the Lady Mayoress attended as well.
We played the traditional Dutch pub
game of ‘sjoelen’ or “shuffle/shove”, a
little like the English pub game of
‘Shove Ha’enny’ .
As you can see, it was a typically quiet Dutch Koningsdag evening!
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Local Giving – have you donated yet? Double your money on June 22 (after 10.00am)
Many thanks to those of you who have donated to help support the extra activities this year:
we’re delighted that overall we have raised more than half the ‘Alkmaar 70’ special activities
budget from private sources, limiting the amount we have been needed from the Charter
Trustees.
If anyone feels moved to donate more, or hasn’t
yet and would like to, may we suggest picking
Thursday June 22nd as the day to do it?
Our online giving site, Local Giving, is running a
special promotion that day, and will double all
individual donations up to £25, and to a total of
up to £250 in all, for all donations made after
10.00am on that day.
They have a total of £25,000 to use for matched funding – so it is likely to go quickly! You
can donate quickly and easily online, if you wish, at http://www.localgiving.org/Alkmaar
FINALLY - MARK THE DATE! Monday July 3
Our Alkmaar 70 activities in July kick off early, on Monday
July 3rd: we have organised for you a special screening of
the film 'Black Book', produced by the acclaimed Dutch
film director Paul Verhoeven. The Amsterdam-born
director made his name in Hollywood with the films Total
Recall, Basic Instinct and RoboCop and his most recent
film, Elle. For those with longer memories, Verhoeven first
made his mark in the Netherlands with a series of feisty
films (Spetters, Turkish Delight, The Fourth Man).
Arguably the best was his 1979 Soldier of Orange, a tale of
the heroic Dutch Resistance, a theme that Verhoeven and
screenwriter Gerard Soeteman seek to re-examine and
perhaps even repudiate with ‘Black Book’:
In the Nazi-occupied Netherlands during World War II, a Jewish singer infiltrates the regional
Gestapo headquarters for the Dutch resistance in The Hague. She soon gets entangled in a
deadly web of double-dealing and betrayal. It is an epic thriller of great courage and fierce
emotion--played out against the dying, explosive months of WW II: the very period which our
cotnuing friendly links repudiates.
Tickets are available from the Little Theatre direct – do join us from 6.00pm for a very
special guest introducing the fim and its themes, and drinks afterwards.
-----------0----------
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