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/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ōȅ 5Ǌ Lŀƴ aŎbŀƳŀǊŀ 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŘƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻƴ tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ !ǧƻǊƴŜȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ 
ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ [ƛǎŀ [ŀǿ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǘŀƭƪ ƻƴ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƳŀǧŜǊǎ ŀũŜŎǝƴƎ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ǊŜǾŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǘŀƭƪ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƎŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƻ bI{ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅΣ bI{ 
IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎΩ ŘŜƭŀȅŜŘ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŀ tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ !ǧƻǊƴŜȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿŀǎ 
IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ hƭŘŜǊ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƛƴǘƻ 
{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !Ŏǝƻƴ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ нлмо ς нлмтΦ 

²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ŘǊŀǿ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ΨCǊŜŜ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ /ŀǊŜΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ 
ōȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƻƭƛǝŎƛŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ CƭŀƎǎƘƛǇ tƻƭƛŎȅ ƛƴ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΦ Lƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜǎƛπ
ŘŜƴǝŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǊƛŘŘƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻƭŜǎ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ƳȅǘƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴπ
ǝŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ wŜǇƻǊǘ ŜƴǝǘƭŜŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 
wŜǎƛŘŜƴǝŀƭ /ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ hƭŘŜǊ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŦŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ŦǳƴŘŜǊǎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΣ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŜΦ 
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Ǝŀƴƛǎŀǝƻƴǎ ŘƻΣ ƻǊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ƛǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀƳŜΦ CƻǊ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǝǘƭŜ 
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ŎŀŎȅ ǊƻƭŜΦ hǳǊ ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜ .ƻŀǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀΦ {ƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǳōǝπ
ǘƭŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΚ 

I  - I9[t 

{  -  {¦tthw¢ 

/  - /!w9 

b  - b9Dh¢L!¢9 
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HSCN Annual Conference & AGM   23rd April 2014  Lochardil Hotel Inverness 

Some seventy seven delegates, mostly members, gathered for 

the Networkôs Annual Conference at the Lochardil Hotel in In-

verness on 23rd April. The theme chosen for the conference 

being, óHuman Rights for Older People & Legal Mattersô.  

The day started with a keynote talk from John Finnie, MSP, in 

his role of The Convenor of the Cross Party Parliamentary 

Committee on Human Rights. He explained the legislation un-

derpinning Human Rights, the role that the Scottish Commis-

sion on Human Rights plays in continuing development of Hu-

man Rights in Scotland. He emphasised that in Scotland all 

new legislation has to be Human Rights compatible. He spoke of his meeting delegations from around the 

world in his Convenor role. However he went on to stress that Human Rights also apply on our own door-

step; particularly for Older People, some of whom cannot speak for themselves and who find themselves 

in various care settings.  

His talk was followed by an interactive session led by Duncan Wilson, Head of Strategy and Legal, Scot-

tish Human Rights Commission. Duncan explained the background to óScotlandôs National Action Plan for 

Human Rights 2013 ï 2017ô and used a short animation to stress the relevance and importance of Human 

Rights to all in society. He then used the delegates as a source of ideas and problem solving that could be 

fed into the Action Plan. 

The task we were set was that under the three Themes of 

* Health and Care 

* Standard of Living 

* Justice and Safety 

Firstly,             óWhat change do you want to see in this area?ô and  

Secondly,         óWhat are you ideas for how that change can happen?ô 

A facilitator from each of our ten groups rotated in an orchestrated fashion amongst the delegates and rec-

orded and refined each groupôs output. This was uplifted by Duncan and shortly after the conference fed 

back for comment. Duncan will use the dayôs output to feed into the Action Plan and would hope to return 

at a future date to show how the material has been used. 

The link to Scotlandôs National Action Plan for Human Rights is  http://scottishhumanrights.com/

application/resources/documents/SNAP/SNAPpdfWeb.pdf   

Following lunch, our AGM and pulling the raffle, which raised the sum of Ã180, we had a thought provok-

ing talk from Lisa Law, Solicitor, Innes and Mackay, Inverness. Lisa covered the topics of Power of Attor-

ney, Wills and Guardianship. The wide range of questions under each topic was testament to their im-

portance. Lisa stressed the need for us all, irrespec-

tive of age, to have both a Will and Power of Attorney. 

The question of cost for a Power of Attorney was 

raised. Lisa explained that there is a range of fees 

charged by solicitors and advised people ask up front 

how much an individual solicitor would charge. Her 

talk was sprinkled with examples from case histories 

where the absence of a Will or Power of Attorney had 

caused familial strife at the expense of avoidable legal 

costs had they been in place. 


