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Hope you enjoy this edition of our
newsletter.
As ever, the stories
indicate a vibrant school where our
young people are given a very wide
range of opportunities to achieve and
flourish. At the time you will read
this newsletter our senior pupils will
have finished their prelims and
getting ready for their mid-term
break.
Since our last Newsletter in
November we have said goodbye to
Ms Galloway, English teacher.
We
thank her for her contributions to
the school and wish her every
success for the future.
In the
meantime Mrs Henderson, Principal
Teacher Support has gone on
maternity leave.
Her post will be
covered by Mrs Fraser. Additionally,
we are delighted to announce the
arrival of Ms Clapton, English
teacher; Ms Mackenzie, Computing
teacher and Mr Mackay, Faculty
Leader Physical Education, Music and
Art & Design.
Behind the scenes we have been
working on a number of improvement
projects to address our Improvement
Priorities for this year and to get
ourselves ready for the next session.
Currently we are in consultation with
pupils, staff and parents for our
curriculum model for 2015-2016 and
exploring opportunities with our
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learning partners
curriculum so that
offer more choice
range of courses for

to enrich our
we are able to
and a greater
pupils.

I certainly have enjoyed my second
term as Acting Rector at Tain Royal
Academy and look forward to working
with the pupils, staff, parents and
local community as we make progress
in providing the best possible
education for our pupils. I would like
to thank all staff for instilling that
sense of belief in our pupils, in
ensuring that they achieve well and
succeed! Thank you to the pupils for
show ing r esil ie nc e , e xc el l ent
attitudes to learning and an
eagerness to learn and achieve.
Many positive comments and clear
evidence show that we are making
steady progress towards the high
performing and excellent school that
our pupils and community needs and
deserves.
I would like to extend my gratitude
for your support in ensuring our
pupils adhere to the high standards
and expectations regarding learning
attitudes, uniform and behaviour that
we have at Tain Royal Academy, as it
is only by working together that we
make a lasting difference. Through
working together I strongly believe
the standards can be raised even
further so we can become excellent.
Wim Chalmet, Acting Rector

FEBRUARY BREAK - Monday 16 and Tuesday 17 February 2015
INSET DAY Wednesday 18 February 2015
“working together to help each individual reach their potential”

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION

PARENT/COMMUNITY/ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION

Over the past few months we have been working hard to up-date our database
of parent email addresses so that we can deliver the newsletter and key
correspondence from the school in a digital form. Not only will this help us save
printing costs but it should also improve efficiency of letters getting home to parents/guardians.
From April onwards school newsletters will only be available electronically (by email and through the
school web-site) unless a family or member of the school community specifically requests a paper copy
from the school office. We have most people‘s email addresses (given to us as part of the annual
update form) but if you would like to be included on the email list please send an email to
tainroyal.academy@highland.gov.uk

MOBILE PHONES, iPODS, TABLETS
AND OTHER MODERN TECHNOLOGIES
The number of pupils owning and using smart phones,
iPods, tablets and other modern technologies has been
growing steadily in recent years. The technology has
grown rapidly in its sophistication to include features
such as digital photography, Bluetooth, video etc.
The use, or should I say the misuse, of such
technology has, however, begun to cause the school
more and more serious problems. I would, therefore,
like to take this opportunity to inform you of our rules
regarding smart phones, iPods, tablets and similar
devices.
Increasingly mobile phones are used for
cyber-bullying often outwith school but with
repercussions within school. Like all bullying, cyberbullying is regarded seriously.
Please note that there is no ban on these devices but
the school would advise that expensive items like
games consoles and iPods would be best left at home.
Mobile Phones, MP3 Players, Tablets and other
Devices:


Should be kept out of sight and switched off
during class (unless authorised by classroom
teacher)



Should not be used when moving between classes



Phones and other devices should not be used to
take photographs or video footage at any time



SQA explicitly forbids pupils bringing mobile
phones and smart watches into exams.

Effectively phones can be used discretely before the
start of school day, at interval, at lunchtime and after
school day.

Consequences: If a pupil uses a phone during class, it

will be confiscated and will be kept at school
reception till end of school day.

In line with Highland Council Policy we will
make contact with you only if your child has
not registered and you have not been in
touch with us to let us know why. If your
child is going to be absent from school there
are a number of ways in which you can notify
us.


telephone the school absence line :
01862 890900 leaving a message
stating the pupil’s name, class and the
reason for the absence



e-mail TRAabsence@highland.gov.uk
with pupil’s name, class and reason for
absence

If you use the methods above this will
take the place of a written note and no
further action is necessary.
If you telephone the school on 01862 892121
to inform us of an absence you will also need
to send in a note to the registration teacher
as written confirmation of the absence.
All pupils know that if they do not arrive at
school in time to attend their register class,
they must sign in at the school reception.
This will ensure that we are aware of their
arrival and should also reduce the instance
of un-necessary text messages going out to
parents, which we understand can cause
unnecessary concern.
In the case of adverse weather please do
not use the above school number. Instead,
please call 0800 564 2272 followed by
TRA’s pin number 04 1220 This line is
updated daily throughout the session.
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YOUTH PHILANTHROPY INITIATIVE
The prestigious Youth Philanthropy Initiative took place last term with all of S1 and S2 watching the final.
There were also a number of parents, guests and charity representatives at this event. We were treated
to an afternoon of outstanding presentations each competing to win £3000 for their charities which were:

Chip + Hannah Skinner, Caitlyn Munro, Ellie Wakeman and Racheal Matheson
Birchwood Highland
SOAR

Kaia McKenna, Erin Watson, Aimee MacLennan, Tabitha Beavitt and Alix Duncan

Liam Robbins, Finlay Gordon, James Scott and Rhys King

Macmillan

Douglas MacLeod, Drew Ross, Marcus Ross and Alasdair McGavin

Befrienders Highland
Sight Action

Mhairi Westwater, Emma Hutton, Niamh MacSween and Sam Grove

Anthony Stanyer, Eoghann Gollan, Mathew Scott, Gordie Bryce and Torin Moffat

The afternoon started with speeches from the
previous winners Sophie Maclellan, Ali Ross, Shannon
Fry and Lauren Duff, representing Made in Tain, who
spoke of the difference winning has made to them
and their charity.
The group representing MS
Therapy Centre in Inverness from last year (Caitlin
MacAngus, Kalie Beattie, Michaela MacDonald, Alice
Nicolson and Amelia Wronka) also made a short
speech explaining the different ways they have
supported their charity, including raising almost
£3000 themselves, and the importance of continuing
to work alongside their chosen charity regardless of
whether they win.

Corbett who raised over £100 despite not getting
through to the final.
Half way through the presentations there was a
break to listen to some fabulous music from Gizzen
Briggs. Once all groups had performed the judges
left to deliberate. Guests were treated to some
wonderful high tea hospitality provided by Mrs
Beaton and Mrs Munro’s S3 pupils.

After a great deal of deliberation where any one of
the groups could have won, the £3000 was awarded
to SOAR – congratulations to all of those
involved! We believe that all of those who took part
have helped to raise awareness of their charities
and encourage them to keep up this great work.
Pupils involved in this project are now working on
completing their paper work in order to complete
Youth Achievement Awards with support from their
Guidance teachers. Well done to all of S2, a great
project made possible by a real team effort!
The presentations got underway and all performed
at a very high standard this year. There were some
particularly good animations, video clips and audience
participation which entertained as well as informed
the large audience. The judges were particularly
impressed by the effort some groups had gone to, to
raise funds for their charity, particularly the
Macmillan boys, and others who had planned fund
raising activities. A special mention was given to the
Archie Foundation girls, Katie-Jane Grant, Erin
Bannerman, Kayleigh Torrance, Karly Collins and Isla

Angela Gardiner,
Faculty Leader, Social Sciences

“working together to help each individual reach their potential”

CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE PARENT/CARER AWARENESS EVENING
On Monday 12 January 2015 a very successful and
well-attended Parent Awareness Evening was held.
We were delighted that so many people ventured
out on what turned out to be a very wintry night!
The event was organised following the Parental
Survey held in November and in response to a
request from our Parent Council.
The evening gave participants the opportunity to
get up to speed regarding current developments
related to the Curriculum for Excellence. There
were a number of short presentations led by Staff
and Pupils on topics such as Curriculum for
Excellence, The Four Capacities, Broad General
Education, Senior Phase, National Courses, new
Exams, 16 Plus Destinations etc.
Parents were
made aware of how the pupil journey should be a
continuum 3 – 18: nursery to primary to secondary
to destination beyond school, with pupils having the
opportunity at all stages to develop the capacities
of successful learners, confident individuals,
responsible citizens and effective contributors. As
pupils progress they should naturally develop skills
for learning, life and work.
Following the introductory information session,
there was the opportunity to have a look around the
school and to visit a number of Departments to
meet with Staff and see pupils working – to get a
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sense of what the pupil experience is like in 2015.
Pupil volunteers acted as guides and fielded
questions as opportunity arose.
Feedback from the follow-up questionnaire was very
positive and parents clearly appreciated the format
which was informal yet structured and informative.
The Parent Awareness
Evening on Curriculum for
Excellence was very useful
and gave an insight to the
new curriculum.

Strongly agree

Agree

61.54%

38.46%

“Great having senior pupils involved during classroom
visits. Format good - informative and structured but
informal.”
“It was very informative and enjoyable”
“Found the evening very interesting and informative and
appreciated the time and efforts of all staff and pupils
involved. It was good to have pupils involved and have
the opportunity to hear their views. The questions I
had with regards to the new curriculum were answered.”

The evening was rounded off with tea, coffee and
home baking which was prepared and served by the
pupils, and much enjoyed by all.
The general
feeling was that this event would bear being
repeated in future years for new and other parents
and carers.
Sandy McGregor, Interim Depute Rector

On the 26th of November the Music Department ran a trip to go see ‘Wicked’

at Edinburgh Playhouse.

In total, 34 pupils of Tain Royal Academy attended

this trip accompanied by Mr MacLean, Mrs Mackenzie, Mrs Ross and Mr Douglas.

Before the

trip the pupils got to pre-order programmes if they wished and more importantly what type of ice
cream they wanted!

After the tiresome bus journey pupils got an hour and a half to explore and buy

whatever they wished from St James shopping centre.

Some bought matching Christmas jumpers and

some bought food and rereshments for the long ride home.
Everyone I’ve talked to has given the play fantastic reviews, getting many people excited for the film
version to be released!

The play is split into two acts and tells the tale of the life and times of the

Wicked Witch of the West who features in The Wizard of Oz – giving the background to why she is
the way she is.

Everyone was excited and on the edge of their seat when the second act began.

The

singing, costumes and effects were astonishing and really radiated a fun atmosphere to the whole audience.

When the play was finished everyone got aboard the bus and we stopped off at McDonalds and

Tesco to get a quick bite to eat before we arrived back in Tain at around 11pm.

Overall the trip was a

massive success and everyone is hoping for the Music Department to run more fantastic trips to see
some more great musicals.

Jamie MacColl, S6
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Tha AS2 clas Gàidhlig air a bhith ag obair air film
goirid airson co-fharpais Film-G. Smaoinich sinn
uile air beachd an toiseach agus an uair sin thagh
sinn am beachd as fhèarr le bhòt. Tha an stòiridh
mu dheidhinn dhà charaid, Molly agus Catriona,
agus tha iad a’ gealladh gum bi iad nan caraidean gu
brath. Tha Molly a’ bàsachadh agus tha i a’ dèanamh
rudan neònach do Chatriona agus a’ cur an t-eagal
oirre. Thoisich sinn air scriopt a sgrìobhadh agus
rinn Gordie agus Taran clàr-sgeòil. Fhuair sinn
props.

air an fhiolm. Dh’ionnsaich sinn tòrr mu dheidhinn
an obair a tha an sàs ann an a’ dèanamh film agus
chòrd e rinn gu mòr.

Summary:
S2 Gàidhlig class have been working on creating a
short film for the Film-G competition. The story is
about two friends, Molly and Catriona, who promise
to be best friends forever. Molly is killed and
comes back to haunt Catriona.

An uair sin bha dà latha againn ag obair còmhla ri
Ruairidh MacNeacail bho Eden Court agus am banacleasaiche Debbie NicAoidh. Air a’ chiad latha
chaidh rinn sinn filmeadh aig na Links ann am Baile
Dhubhthaich agus chaidh sinn air ais dhan sgoil
airson seallaidhean eile a’ filmeadh. Air an darna
latha bha sinn a’ gearradh fad an latha. Bha an
gearradh gu math slaodach ach chòrd e rinn a bhith
a’ dèanamh fuaim. Chuir Gordie crìoch air an
gearradh agus mu dheireadh thall choimhead sinn

DROP-IN SESSIONS
FOR PARENTS/CARERS
Mondays after school (5-6pm). This
will provide a good opportunity to
raise any issues or concerns or to
share ideas to improve the school.
We look forward to meeting you at
the drop-in sessions and Parents’
Evenings.

As well as writing the script and storyboard, we
had two days working with Ruairidh Nicolson from
Eden Court and actress Debbie MacKay when we
filmed and edited all the scenes. We learnt a lot
about how to make a film and we really enjoyed it.

You can see the film at: http://filmg.co.uk
Carron Rothach, Kathryn
MacAmhlaigh, Rona NicLeòid, Lauren
Maltby, Taran Squire, Iona Mercer
agus Gordie Bryce

NATIONAL MOD
SUCCESS
Well Done Dòmhnall Lachlann Beaton, S1
who gained third place in three competitions
in the National Mod at the end of last year:
solo singing, conversation and
reciting poetry.
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CREATIVE CHEMISTRY AT STEM
Festivity hit STEM club last term in the form of a
Chemistree. Mr Dair prepared a Christmas treat
for us all that well and truly got us into the spirit of
Christmas!
Set up in the lab was a series of
experiments which all resulted in different coloured
mixtures.
By transferring these mixtures into
round-bottom flasks we each made a different
bobble for the tree. One of our youngest members,
Hannah Skinner’s bobble, was arguably the most
impressive with a striking metallic shine.
We
conscientiously placed this in the centre of our
masterpiece. With the bobbles in place all that was
left to do was to decorate our Chemistree with
tinsel and a very special star and the tree was
complete! I would like to thank Mr Dair on behalf
of the whole club for the time and effort he put in
to preparing such an entertaining and worthwhile
activity to end what has been a thrilling and
successful year for the club. The up and coming
year holds many more exciting projects for the
club, including building and driving our very own car.
We look forward to sharing many more success
stories with you all in the not so distant future.

WELL DONE CONNIE NANKIVELL!
whose short story was
highly commended in a
Gaelic writing competition:
Co-fharpais Sgrìobhaidh
Nach math a rinn Constance Nankivell gus
moladh fhaighinn ann an co-fharpais
sgrìobhaidh Gàidhlig do sgoilearan àrd-sgoile. B’
e “Tilleadh Dhachaigh” prìomh chuspair na cofharpaise agus seo agaibh an sgeulachd a
sgrìobh i.

Tilleadh Dhachaigh
Tha mi a’ leum le sonas a’ coiseachd dhachaigh
an-diugh. Tha na duilleagan a’ tuiteam bho na
craobhan aosda, ag atharrachadh bho uaine gu
dearg, ag innse dhuinn gu bheil am Foghar fuar
ach dreachmhòr a’ tighinn.
Tha gaoth a’ sèideadh bho taobh an Iar, is tha
mi a’ faireachdainn an fhuachd a’ dol suas mo
gheansaidh is timcheall mo bhodhaig. Ach chan
e rud dona a tha seo, ‘s e gu ìre bhig rud
subhachoir. Tha e mar soidhne gu bheil an tsaoghail ag atharrachadh airson am Foghar.
Tha an adhair a’ fàs nas dorcha is na solasansràide mar-tha nan dath pinc aotrom agus tha e
fhathast tràth anns an oidhche. Chan eil faileas
ri mo thaobh a-nis oir tha an grian a’ falbh o
chionn fhada.
Tha a h-uile duine a-staigh agus tha smòc a’
tighinn a-mach coltach ri a h-uile similear is tha
feum solais a bhith air sna taighean.
Tha mi a’ cluinntinn mo bhrògan air an rathad
agus tha mi a’ smaointinn ruim fhèin gur e àm
mo bhotainnean, dustach, làn poll, fhaighinn amach às an lobta.

Ruth Allan, S5

Tha mi a’ tionndainn an oiseann is tha gaire a’
tighinn air m’ aodainn oir tha mi a’ faicinn an

BELGIUM REMINDER

teine mòr, blath, làn gual is mo mhàthair is mo

The balance for the Belgium trip is to be
paid by the end of March. Please also
check your child has an up to date
passport and EHIC card.

toilichte ri rìgh airson tha fios agam gu bheil

pheathraichean mun cuairt air. Is tha mi cho
am Foghar a-nis còmhla rinn.

Emily MacDonald,
Gaelic Department
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On Friday 28th November, we welcomed up to TRA, twenty excited
Primary 1 pupils from Knockbreck Primary for a St. Andrew’s
ceilidh. After introducing our instruments to our young visitors
and showing them how they are played, we all then thoroughly
enjoyed the next half an hour of dancing and hilarity.
These wee children had done a superb job back in class learning
the dances, and we were all very surprised about how well they had
all remembered them. They were even keeping us right at times!
Not only was there a huge height difference between us, there was
also the large spread in school years, but this gap disappeared
through the love we all have of Scottish music and dance. We
were even joined by an inquisitive band of teachers; some of them
couldn’t help themselves and joined in while others only came to
catch a glimpse of the miniature dancers.
At the end, the Primary 1’s really touched our hearts when they
presented us with a lovely, large “class-made” thank you card
covered in glue and glitter, not forgetting the sweets too.
Overall, there were many “awes” echoing around the assembly hall
that afternoon and we hope to see our little dance partners down
in Knockbreck very soon, as loudly requested by us all!
Lauren Westwater, S5

tainroyalacademy.org.uk
SfL DEPARTMENT Link Up with
“Made In Tain”
Shelbie
Carter,
S1,
planted
some
lovely
crocus and mini iris bulbs
in
teacups
before
Christmas.
They are
growing on well now, and
she has decorated them
with moss, and taken
them down to Made In
Tain Shop, where they
will be sold.
Jan Maclellan,
SfL Department

DROPPING-OFF PUPILS
AT SCHOOL
The designated bus drop-off
area is for buses only. Recently
there have been a number of
issues caused by cars parking in
this area.
We would ask that
pupils coming to and from school
by car should be dropped off
either side of the designated bus
area. Your assistance with this
would be much appreciated
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We had been so busy in the School Library that I completely
failed to get our news in the last Newsletter, so no apologies I’m
afraid for starting off by mentioned the fantastic Book
Christmas Tree that some of the S4 Library regulars built.
Thank you so much boys, you did well, everyone loved it! Here is
a photo of the work in progress.
Talking of our regular
users, I thought you
might be interested in
some statistics.
We
count the number of
pupils and staff who visit
the Library on a monthly
basis, and between 1500
and 2500 visits are made
to the Library each
month.
It is a busy
place, much valued by
many pupils. Apart from
being used by classes and
for study throughout the
day, we are open during
morning break and at
lunchtime when pupils
can
access
books,
computers and board
games. The Homework
Club meets in the Library after school on a Wednesday and
Thursday 3.40– 5pm.

SCOTTISH CHILDREN’S BOOK AWARD - 2015
The Library has been organising pupils to read
the three short listed titles, post reviews
online and vote for their favourite book. This
is the only Scottish Book Award where the
winner is voted for by young people themselves
and not old Librarians like me! Although I do
get one vote for getting the pupils to take part
and I can tell you now I voted for The Wall by
William Sutcliffe, which I thought stood out
from the others for being so well written, full
of suspense and sensitivity as well as being set
in the real world, around current thought
provoking issues. We have been lucky enough
to get 10 seats at the Award Ceremony in
Edinburgh on the 4th March – we can’t wait to
meet the other short listed Scottish writers,
Cathy MacPhail and Gill Arbuthnott.

GADGET GEEKERY
This was a hugely successful “You
Time” project where senior pupils
shared their “techno know how”
with older members of the
Community.
Through Citizens
Online, we were able to organise a
day’s training for 11 pupils who
then went on to lead 4 Gadget
Geekery sessions in Tain, organised
by the Library Service. The pupils
received exceptional feedback
from the 17 course attendees, who
by the end of the course were able
to find their way around the
internet; skype, email and texting.

MANGA
Thanks to some extra funding we
have been able to build-up the manga
stock in the Library. This is a very
popular collection and since updating
and adding to it, has brought pupils
to the Library and reading who
previously did not use the Library.
Some pupils have discovered this
genre through our collection and it
has opened up a whole new
experience for them - you will find
them in the manga section of
Waterstones on a Saturday!
PLEASE RETURN YOUR
LIBRARY BOOKS
Susan Weir, Librarian
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for S1 and S6
On Tuesday the 9th of
December over a hundred pupils
from S1 and S6 plus members of
staff travelled to Inverness to
take part in the annual Buddy
Trip to Rollerbowl. The trip was
a great success with staff and
pupils filling ten lanes.
The
Buddy leaders did a great job
organising the teams and
collating the results. Individuals
and the team with the highest
scores received certificates as
listed below.

a

WINNERS
S1 GIRL :

Maria-Suzi Smith

S1 BOY

Calum Robinson

:

S6 GIRL :

Eilidh Ferries

S6 BOY :

Jason Coetzee

STAFF

Mr Dair

:

TEAM:

Eilidh Ferries
Josh Holloway
Isla Mackenzie
Calum Irvine
Danny MacGillivray

Special Prize for
member of staff who
scored the LEAST points
Ms Disbury

21st Fiddlers’ Rally
Saturday 7 March
at the Duthac Centre, Tain
at 7.30pm
Conductor : Laura Wilkie
Guests : Kari MacLeod and Friends
Refreshments at the Interval
Tickets now available from The Wool Shop, Tain - £8/£5
“working together to help each individual reach their potential”

For some, in what was a very well attended evening
on 10th December, our annual concert signalled the
true beginning of the festive season. The levels of
musicianship, enthusiasm and cooperation on display
bore testimony, once again, to a school at the heart
of its community.
There was something wonderfully traditional and
inclusive about the evening. As in previous years,
we welcomed a number of pupils from our local
primary schools, many of whom will, as is the natural
way with things, progress into our school orchestra
and its associated ensembles. It was delightful to
see such concentration, such endeavour in those so
young. I am sure there were many proud mums,
dads, brothers and sisters and extended family
present.
The Macdougall brothers provided us with a rousing
piping medley to start proceedings.
In Mr
McLean’s welcoming remarks, a selection box of
delights, replete with soft centres was promised
and the ensuing performances did indeed provide
for all tastes:
all quality treats.
Beautiful
performances by our Senior Strings Ensemble,
Gizzenbriggs and Tain Junior Strings (Lou skipped
with panache to her Lou) were interspersed with
whole hearted renditions of ‘Good King Wenceslas’ –
what striking symbols! - and ‘Away in a Manger’.
The school choir – a small but perfectly formed
collective of staff and pupils - gave us moving
versions of ‘It’s a Most Wonderful Time of the

Year’, ‘Still, Still, Still’ and ‘One Candle’. This was
all sweetness and harmony!
Rachael McGregor
proffered a beautifully cadenced solo performance
of ‘Winter Wonderland’.
Evenings such as this provide our pupils with a
wonderful opportunity to perform in front of family
and friends.
It is so much to their credit that
they do so with such skill and vitality.
As Wim
Chalmet, our Rector, acknowledged in his concluding
remarks, so much credit must also go to Mrs
Mackenzie and Mr McLean and their team of
tutors: Debbie Ross, Emma Longmuir and David
Bell. He also highlighted the work which goes on
behind the scenes to ensure such events take place
and run so smoothly. To this end, Mr Carlton, and
Mr Agnew and his Construction class as well as the
Art and Design Department were thanked, as were
our janitors – Mr Macangus, Mr Mackinnon and Mr
Pumphrey.
Proceeds from the concert this year went to the
British Heart Foundation who received the sum of
£500.
There was one individual who was missed by many
this year – Mr David Evans, our Senior Music Tutor
and Orchestra conductor, retired earlier in the
session and it was difficult to imagine him not being
there, urging all to perform, sometimes gruffly,
always roguishly, to their very best.
He will be
much missed: but what a legacy!
George Trimble, Acting Depute Rector

On Tuesday 16th December
Steve Frew, Commonwealth
Gold Medal Gymnast visited
TRA again.
This time,
twenty S2 pupils attended
his workshop on setting
targets and developing
confidence in competing in
sporting events.
What an inspiring guy Steve
Frew is and, as usual, the
pupils were brilliant too!

G Geens, PE Dept
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JUNIOR AND SENIOR CHRISTMAS DANCES
On the 15th of December the school had its annual Junior Christmas Dance. The dance brought in around
130 pupils from first to third year. For the first time the juniors were treated to live music from Gizzen
Briggs and there was pre-arranged, free finger foods and drinks if dancing had started to take its toll.
This was mainly due to the esteemed work of the social prefects put in to ensure that the night was
eventful and joyous (so you know who to thank!)
The juniors had a week of preparation in PE so they could hone their social dancing skills and when the
night came they showed their true finesse. There was also a photo-booth with various props for the
pupils to forever instil the memory of the night. Overall the night was a great success with everything
going smoothly and fun being had by all. Special thanks to the teachers, janitors and pupils who helped out
throughout planning and the actual night.
Jamie MacColl, S6 Prefect
On the 17th of December Tain Royal Academy hosted its annual Senior Dance. With the help from SMT
and some teachers, the social prefects in fifth and sixth year organised and set up the assembly hall and
canteen area for yet another memorable and exceptional evening. The night began with some of the S6
pupils getting their photographs taken followed by a group photo to remember the occasion. After all the
photos had been taken, the night could well and truly begin with over 100 of the school's senior pupils
attending the Dance.
The first couple of hours entailed a variety of ceilidh dances, the songs to
accompany these dances were performed by the live band. After a tiring session of dancing we were
treated to a Christmas buffet which was then followed by some dancing to modern music, provided by the
brilliant DJ, our very own Cameron Mackintosh.
As the night drew to a close everybody came together to sing Auld Lang Syne and bid the sixth years a
farewell because this was our final Social Dance in the school before leaving. Finally we all headed outside
to witness a spectacular fireworks display, which was set off by the janitors, Mr Agnew and Mr Whiteley.
The display really topped off a wonderful night and got everybody into the Christmas spirit. The Dance
was a massive success.
David McAuley, S6 Prefect

SCHOOL HOCKEY
The S1 and S2 hockey tournaments were held here
at TRA on Wednesday 12th November and
Wednesday 26th November. S3 and Senior hockey
tournaments were hosted by Dingwall Academy on
Tuesday 25th November and Wednesday 19th
November.
For the majority of tournaments,
teams from Dingwall, Golspie, Dornoch, Invergordon
and Fortrose were present which ensured all TRA
teams plenty of games with tough competition. All
teams played well on often extremely cold and dark
evenings.
The S1 team were particularly strong this year,
they won their games against Dornoch and Dingwall
B, drew two games against Dingwall A and
Invergordon and lost only one game against Golspie
which results on TRA finishing on the same points
as Golspie for second place.
However, having
scored 6 goals in total and only conceding 1 this
secured TRA second place on goal difference. It

just shows every goal scored and every goal saved
counts girls, well done!
The S2 team finished in overall fourth place in the
tournament, a particular highlight of the evening
for the S2 girls was their game against Golspie High
School where they played extremely good hockey
and worked together as a team to secure the 3
point win. Well done girls.
The S3 and senior teams both travelled to Dingwall,
with conditions cold and damp. Despite this, the
girls remained motivated and worked hard against
some stiff opposition. Golspie went on to win the
Senior tournament and Dingwall won the S3
tournament with both competitions being closely
contested.
Both S3 and Senior TRA teams
finished in a creditable fourth place.
Special
thanks to the senior girls Danielle Ross, Ruth Allan
and Eilidh Macleod who helped to umpire the junior
tournaments held here at TRA.
Trisha Mackay, PE Dept
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DIGIT GROUP
This term the DIGIT programme is being hosted
by Tain Royal Academy in conjunction with St
Duthus School. The DIGIT theme for the year is
‘Round Our Way’ and we are using ‘Stones’ as a
focus for the first half of the term.
We are
fortunate to have a cluster of Pictish stones in
the local area and have already been out and about
visiting some of these. We visited Tain Through
Time and saw the Ardjachie Stone, an arrow head
and copies of tools that the Picts had used (the
originals can be seen in the museum in Edinburgh).
We also saw some interesting fossils of fish and
other creatures which had been found locally.

Another trip on a “freezing cold day” took us to
the Tarbat Discovery Centre and we were
accompanied by Dougie Scott who had some very
interesting tales to tell about Pictish history. In
the centre we saw jewellery that had been found

The gala was held on Tuesday the 2nd of
December in Golspie.
As the focus of
this event is team competition rather
than individual events, we had 26 pupils
entered for a variety of races and relays.
They all gave it their best shot and had
some super results and our Senior teams,
boys and girls, walked away with the welldeserved trophy for their age category.

during the dig and also information about the
‘Earliest Pict’ from the Iron Age who had been
found in a grave and archaeologists had worked on
reconstructing his face to give a close idea of how
he would have looked.

Our next visit took us to the Seaboard villages.
We visited the Shandwick Stone which is now
encased in glass to try to protect it from further
erosion. We also visited a replica of the Hilton
stone which has very detailed carvings.
The
original bottom part of this stone can be seen in
the Seaboard Hall and after learning about it all
the pupils enjoyed a tasty lunch of hot soup and
sandwiches which was very welcome as although
the sun was shining it was a cold crisp day. We
have welcomed some new pupils to DIGIT this
term who have very quickly become firm friends
and the atmosphere is “happy and relaxed when we
get together.”

Dianne Cumming, SfL Department

ROSS-SUTHERLAND SCHOOLS
SWIMMING GALA

Overall TRA came in second place of the
six schools competing. Well done to all
competitors for every single point scored
by taking part! The Senior Boys and Girls
Team photos are on the opposite page.
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HIGHLAND DISABILITY SPORT
DECATHLON AGILITY CHALENGE
Tuesday 3 February 2015
We arrived in a very snowy Inverness to find that the
heating at the Aquadome was broken, so we were relieved
to find out our first Challenge was the Side Bounce, which
soon got everyone warmed up. The staff were very proud
of our group of pupils, who were so enthusiastic and tried
really hard at all of the challenges.
Behaviour was
excellent and all in all we had a lovely day out.
“Our trip to Inverness Disability Sport was really good and
we would like to go back. We all thought that there were a
lot of stations and most of them were easy and fun. We all
liked jumping, javelin and running.
We had lunch at the
swimming pool area for about an hour. We were away for
about six hours. Lewis D was best at the Javelin – he got
19 metres. Ross and Lewis D were brilliant at the triple
jump and Lewis White, Declan and Shelbie all liked the High
Stepper best. Shelbie said it was “Cool”. The Balance was
the most difficult – Lewis D stayed on the single balance
for ages. He was shaking but he still stayed on. Alix liked
the Shuttle Run best – we had to each complete 10 runs”.
Sean Prentice, aged 10, joined us from Hilton Primary.
Sean said, “I liked going to Inverness on the bus. I made
some new friends – Shelbie and Alix and Mrs Vass. I liked
the running and the jumping best. I made everyone stand
well back when it was my turn”.

Lewis Deighton, Lewis White, Declan Raitt, Shelbie
Carter, Alix Gallacher, Ross Urquhart (from TRA) and
Sean Prentice (from Hilton Primary)

J Maclellan, SfL Department

Senior Boys’ WinningTeam
Ross-Sutherland Gala

Senior Girls’ Winning Team
Ross-Sutherland Gala
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On Friday the 28th of November, TRA PE
Department organised its inter-house swimming
competition. Throughout the day, pupils stepped
up to the mark, helping the PE staff by being
responsible and helpful. Swimming-wise, it was
an excellent competition with all four sides of the
swimming pool cheering on their house members
taking part in various races. There was a buzz in
the atmosphere and for the vast majority of the
afternoon there were representations from every
house in every race. In the end Struy were the
victorious house for the juniors.
Duthus
narrowly edged Struy to claim the senior top-spot
in a very closely contested tournament. A special
mention goes to Ian Ross, who was instrumental in
helping with the organisation. The inter-house
competition was a perfect lead up to the RossSutherland Schools Swimming Gala held in Golspie
in early December.

INTERHOUSE TABLE TENNIS
This took place just before the end of the
Christmas term.
It was very good to see so
many pupils and staff willing to take part in this
competition to earn points for their interhouse
teams and to have some fun.
This created a
good atmosphere both as a player and as a
spectator to have so many people getting
involved and supporting the players.
The
tournament took place Monday, Wednesday and
Friday lunchtimes.
We had five different
leagues to be played, Junior Boys, Junior Girls,
Senior Boys & Male Staff, Senior Girls and
Female Staff.
The first round of the leagues was a knockout
round, with all games being playing to 11 points.
After this round the competition heated up.
We continued to play knockout games until we
had reached the semi-finals and finals. These
games were played up to 21 points to make it

SWIMMING
Junior Results Senior ResultS
STRUY

DUTHUS

4

4

DUTHUS

STRUY

3

3

MORRICH

GARRICK

2

2

GARRICK

MORRICH

1

1
G Geens, PE Department

more intense to play and also to watch.
In the end we found out our champions, the
Junior Boys winner was Danny MacGillivray with
Liam Robbins runner-up, Junior Girls winner was
Isla Mackenzie and runner-up was Kaia McKenna.
The Senior Boys & Male Staff winner was Jack
Macauley and Elijah Cracket was their runner-up.
Senior Girls winner was Annia MacGillivray and
second place was Siobhan Laing.
The Female
Staff winner was Mrs Fraser and runner-up was
Miss Mackay. Overall, the interhouse team who
came out on top was Struy. Congratulations to
all the winners and thank you to everyone who
participated in this interhouse event to make it a
successful tournament. Well done to you all!
Written by Danielle Ross , S6

With thanks to all PE prefects for helping run
the tournaments and special thanks to Danielle
Ross for her dedicated score-keeping.

REMEMBER - TABLE TENNIS CLUB FOR ALL PUPILS AND STAFF
3.45pm - 4.45pm WEDNESDAYS AFTER SCHOOL
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NORTH DISTRICT CROSS-COUNTRY LEAGUE
Saturday 17th January saw another extremely
impressive showing from a number of our TRA
pupils as they represented East Sutherland
Athletics Club in the North District Cross-Country
League meeting in Forres.
In the Under 13 Girls race Jessica McCulloch was
10th, Catriona Scott 12th and Fiona Soszka 17th.
In the Under 13 Boys event Struan Oliver-Jones
placed well inside the top-ten with an excellent 6th
place. The Under 15 Girls race saw two of our
athletes finish superbly with Lauren McCulloch in
4th place followed by Helen Gordon in 6th.
Unfortunately, one of our strong runners,
Constance Nankivell, fell in particularly slippy,
difficult conditions.
In the Under 15 Boys’ event Keir Beaton finished
very well in 3rd place just ahead of Eoghan Gollan
in 4th and Duncan MacLeod in 15th. The Under 17
Girls race featured Catriona Gordon and Rosie
Nankivell and they both finished very well in 4th
and 5th place respectively. In the Under 17 Boys
event Liam Barnsby had an excellent 3rd place
finish and he was backed up strongly with Ruairdh
Oliver-Jones in 5th and Ruairidh Gollan in 8th.
A large group of runners from East Sutherland
Athletics Club travelled to Evanton on Saturday
7th February for round five of the North Cross
Country League. Again TRA runners excelled.
Conditions were difficult with snow, mud and a
bitterly cold wind but once again, this talented

group of youngsters produced an exceptional set of
results.
In the Under 13 girls’ race, Jessica McCulloch ran
well to finish sixth 6th, followed by Fiona Soszka
19th and Catriona Scott 20th, resulting in a well
deserved team bronze.
Constance Nankivell won the race for Under 15
girls and in doing so, became North League
Champion for the fourth consecutive year. Her
training partner Lauren McCulloch took a superb
second 2nd place and with Helen Gordon 6th and
Sophie Morrison 10th, the team gold was a
formality.
It was team gold also for the Under 17 girls,
thanks to strong running from Catriona Gordon
3rd, Rosie Nankivell 5th, Rebekah Bryan 6th and
Rebecca Mathieson 7th.
Struan Oliver-Jones showed great strength to
claim 4th place in the Under 13 boys’ race . Keir
Beaton 2nd, continues to impress in the Under 15
boys’ section and solid support from Fraser Roach
4th, Iain Morrison 7th and Duncan Macleod 11th,
produced another team silver.
The Under 17 boys also claimed team silver with
Liam Barnsby 4th, Ruairdh Oliver-Jones 6th and
Ruairidh Gollan 7th.
Well done to all the runners involved in what were
successful events for the East Sutherland Club

FURTHER UPCOMING CROSS COUNTRY EVENTS
Wednesday 11 February - Ross-shire Cross Country Competition in Alness
Tuesday 24 February

- North of Scotland Cross Country Competition in Gordonstoun

BOARD GAMES and SEWING/KNITTING MATERIALS
The Lunchtime Games/Crafts Clubs are looking for donations of board games
and sewing/knitting materials in good condition for our pupils.
Any help would be greatly appreciated.
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TAIN ROYAL ACADEMY SUPPORTED STUDY 2014-15
Please find below a detail of scheduled supported study sessions.
Many teachers also offer additional lunch-time sessions, if they are able, by request.

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SUBJECT
(Any level unless
indicated)

TEACHER

LUNCHTIME
1.20 – 1.50pm

History

Mrs Gardiner

√

Maths

Mrs Adam

√

Physics

Ms Cockburn

√

Design & Manufacture;
Graphic Communication

Ms Miller

History

Mr Cameron

√

Chemistry

Mrs MacDonald

√

Design & Manufacture:
Graphic Communication

Ms Miller

√

Geography

Mr Ansbro

√

Health & Food Technology

Mrs Beaton

√

History

Mrs Gardiner

√

Maths

Mr Jamieson

√

Admin

Mrs MacKenzie

√

Gaelic

Mrs Macdonald

√

SCHOOL CALENDAR - SESSION 2014/2015
OPEN

CLOSE

2015 Monday

20

April

Thursday

02 April

Friday

02 July

FEBRUARY BREAK - MONDAY 16, TUESDAY 17 fEBRUARY
IN SERVICE DAYS - Wednesday 18 February 2015 and
Monday 1 June 2015
MAY DAY - Monday 4 May 2015
SCHOOL CALENDAR - SESSION 2015/2016
OPEN

CLOSE

2015 Tuesday

18

August

Friday

09 October

2015 Monday

26

October

Tuesday

22 December

2016 Thursday 07

January

Friday

12

2016 Thursday 18

February

Thursday

24 March

2016 Monday

April

Friday

01

11

February

July

IN SERVICE DAYS -Thursday/Friday 24/25 September
2015; Wednesday 17 February 2016, Monday 6 June 2016
MAY DAY - Monday 2 May 2016

AFTER
SCHOOL
3.40 – 4.40pm

√

Music : pupils can make arrangements to
practise at lunchtime to go over pieces.
(Particularly in January to March)
Art : Pupils to consult with staff and
make arrangements for extra support
during lunchtimes
Support for Learning : staff are
available and will arrange lunchtime
study with individual pupils at their
request
Maths : Mr Jamieson also offers after
school surgeries on an ad hoc basis which
can be arranged directly with pupils.

follow us on twitter:
@traofficial
and facebook:

www.facebook.com/tainroyal.academy
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