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Very few younger people stay in the parish into adulthood. There is 
a significantly older population. Smaller homes suitable as starter 
properties, or for single people and the elderly, have virtually 
disappeared. Now, even medium sized homes are rapidly 
disappearing.  
 
Balancing the demands of conservation with the need to create a 
sustainable, thriving community has been a difficult juggling act.  
The parish is located in the South Oxfordshire  growth area. 
Excellent rail links to London and world class job opportunities have 
created a booming region.     
 
The decision to place a high proportion of the ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ development 
at Didcot, just four miles away, and the development of Site B on 
the periphery of the parish has put Brightwell-cum-Sotwell under 
unprecedented pressure. The consequences of this development 
are being felt in the parish, particularly on the road network.   
 
In 2004, Brightwell-cum-Sotwell wrote its first Parish Plan setting 
out its vision for the next decade. This new Community Led Parish 
Plan is  the first update and will cover the period 2014 to 2024.   
 
  

 
 
1 Introduction 
Brightwell-cum-Sotwell is a Thameside parish of picture postcard 
prettiness. The main village nestles in a hollow below the Sinodun 
Hills, separated from the outlying hamlets of Shillingford Hill, 
Clapcot, Sires Hill and Mackney by a patchwork of fields, orchards, 
woods and meadowland. This is an area that has attracted artists, 
musicians, scientists and visionaries including Dr Edward Bach and 
the artist Paul Nash who was inspired by the hills that dominate the 
surrounding landscape.  
 
The parish retains its  14th century village pub, a post office, a shop,  
a village school, a village hall, a riverside hotel, several garages and  
an award winning vineyard. Mixed farms, the Island Farm Donkey 
Sanctuary  and Sotwell Manor Fruit Farm are a reminder of the 
ŀǊŜŀΩǎ agricultural past, whilst the Earth ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ facilities at North 
Farm provide a site of high nature conservation interest. Footpaths 
criss-cross the parish offering excellent walking opportunities.  
 
People have lived and worked here for over 5000 years ς each 
generation shaping the landscape in their own way.  Dotted along 
the narrow village lanes are the picturesque thatched cottages that 
are so typical of South Oxfordshire. These traditional buildings mix 
with new developments that on the whole blend seamlessly into 
the rural scene. New building has generally been contained within 
the village envelope designated in the 1970s, and the few 
undeveloped sites that remain within the village have usually been 
snapped up by developers for prestigious executive homes.    
 
The parish is a thriving community, forming a very desirable place to 
live. There are all manner of events taking place throughout the 
year, and a variety of clubs and societies to belong to. Families have 
tended to stay put and build extensions, rather than move.   
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2  Summary 
Brightwell-cum-Sotwell is a special place for those people who live 
here. We have a long history and a strong sense of place. We see 
ourselves very much as a rural community and wish to remain so.  
We are a country parish whose peace and tranquillity is important 
to most of us.  
 
As development pressures continue to increase and more and more 
housing is built in South Oxfordshire, we are increasingly a 
community that is concerned that our rural character is potentially 
under threat. This does not mean that we want our parish to be set 
in aspic. We value the economic benefits that Brightwell-cum-
{ƻǘǿŜƭƭΩǎ location brings, and the results of our Parish Questionnaire 
show that we actively support change.   
 
The main challenge for the next decade will be to find ways that 
sustain our separate identity as a country parish, including those 
elements of our parish we cherish, in a way that embraces the 
economic success of the region. We need to grow and evolve but 
we also need to conserve the rural character that so many local 
people cherish. This is not going to be an easy task.  
 
The top four issues raised during the preparation of the Parish Plan 
were: loss of rural character,  increasing traffic on the A4130,  
potholes and dog mess.   
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