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1 Introduction

BrightwellcumSotwell is a Thamesideparish of picture postcard
prettiness The main village nestlesin a hollow below the Sinodun
Hills, separated from the outlying hamlets of Shillingford Hill,
Clapcot,SiresHill and Mackneyby a patchwork of fields, orchards,
woods and meadowland Thisis an areathat has attracted artists,
musicians scientistsand visionariesincluding Dr EdwardBachand
the artist PaulNashwho wasinspiredby the hills that dominatethe
surroundinglandscape

Theparishretainsits 14th centuryvillagepub, a post office, a shop,
a villageschool,a villagehall, a riversidehotel, severalgaragesand

an award winning vineyard Mixed farms, the Island Farm Donkey
Sanctuary and Sotwell Manor Fruit Farm are a reminder of the

| NJ agxaltural past, whilst the Earth ¢ NXz#adilides at North

Farmprovide a site of high nature conservationinterest Footpaths
crisscrossthe parishoffering excellentwalkingopportunities

People have lived and worked here for over 5000 years ¢ each
generationshapingthe landscapein their own way. Dotted along
the narrow villagelanesare the picturesquethatched cottagesthat
are so typical of South Oxfordshire Thesetraditional buildingsmix
with new developmentsthat on the whole blend seamlesslyinto
the rural scene New building has generallybeen containedwithin
the village envelope designated in the 197Cs, and the few
undevelopedsitesthat remain within the village have usuallybeen
shappedup by developersfor prestigiousexecutivehomes

Theparishis a thriving community,forming a very desirableplaceto
live. There are all manner of events taking place throughout the
year,and a variety of clubsand societiesto belongto. Familieshave
tendedto stayput andbuild extensionsyather than move

The War Memorial and Stewart Village Hall

Veryfew youngerpeople stayin the parishinto adulthood Thereis
a significantlyolder population Smallerhomes suitable as starter
properties, or for single people and the elderly, have virtually
disappeared Now, even medium sized homes are rapidly
disappearing

Balancingthe demandsof conservationwith the needto create a
sustainable,thriving community has been a difficult juggling act
The parish is located in the South Oxfordshire growth area
Excellentrail linksto Londonand world classjob opportunitieshave
createda boomingregion

Thedecisionto placea high proportion of the O 2 dzydevel@inent
at Didcot, just four miles away, and the developmentof Site B on
the periphery of the parish has put BrightwellcumSotwell under
unprecedentedpressure The consequencesof this development
arebeingfelt in the parish,particularlyon the road network.

In 2004, Brightwellcum-Sotwell wrote its first ParishPlan setting
out its visionfor the next decade Thisnew CommunityLed Parish
Planis the first updateandwill coverthe period 2014to 2024




2 Summary
Brightwellcum-Sotwellis a specialplacefor those peoplewho live
here. We have a long history and a strong senseof place We see
ourselvesvery much as a rural community and wish to remain so.
We are a country parishwhose peaceand tranquillity is important
to mostof us.

Asdevelopmentpressurescontinueto increaseand more and more
housing is built in South Oxfordshire, we are increasingly a
communitythat is concernedthat our rural characteris potentially
underthreat. Thisdoesnot meanthat we want our parishto be set
in aspic We value the economic benefits that Brightwellcum-
{ 2 ( ¢I8chatibridangs,andthe resultsof our ParishQuestionnaire [« dZ t}v & }( }P-
showthat we activelysupportchange
Brightfest
The main challengefor the next decadewill be to find ways that
sustainour separateidentity as a country parish, including those
elements of our parish we cherish,in a way that embracesthe
economicsuccesf the region We needto grow and evolve but
we also need to conservethe rural characterthat so many local
peoplecherish Thisis not goingto be an easytask

Thetop four issuesraisedduring the preparationof the ParishPlan
were: loss of rural character, increasingtraffic on the A4130
potholesanddogmess



