
                     

                            

     

      

                                                                                               

 

 

  ‘WESSEX WAYS’ JANUARY 2019   
 
VEHICLE OF THE MONTH  
 

 
 

Ford Mustang GT 2+2 1968 – The legendary car driven by Steve McQueen in the film ‘Bullitt’ of the same date. This 
was a two door fastback model of the Mustang that was manufactured between 1964 and ‘73. They were powered 
by mainly V8 engines, of between 2.8 and 7.0 litres capacity, available with either 3-speed automatic or 4-speed 
manual gearboxes.  
 

The car driven by McQueen was provided with a modified 6.4 litre V-8 engine (producing 325bhp and with a top 
speed of about 140mph), reinforced suspension and transmission, and a heavy duty 4-speed gearbox. Apparently, 
two identical 1968 Highland Green fastback Mustangs with 6.4 litre V-8 engines and GT equipment package were 
acquired for filming according to author Brad Bowling. He further notes that one was specially fitted for the abuse of 
the stunt driving scenes and was “trashed” during production. The second one, used for the speed scenes, was sold 
after filming. The original paintwork was dulled down for filming, but was re-sprayed for sale. 
 

Of the two Mustangs used in filming: one was the 'hero' car driven by McQueen throughout the movie, 
while the other, called the 'jump' car, was used mainly for stunt sequences. Both had been lost to history, 
until the jump car was found in a Mexican junkyard last year. Now the hero car has also resurfaced – and 
just in time for the film's 50th anniversary.  

After the movie's completion, the vehicle was sold first to a Hollywood studio exec and then to a New York 
detective. When the detective decided to move it on in 1974, it came to the attention of New Jersey 
insurance executive – and Mustang fan – Robert Kiernan, who gleefully paid $6000 for it.  
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And it seems he wasn't the only big fan: McQueen 
himself tried to buy the car back from Kiernan on 
two occasions in the late '70s, only to be told that 
it wasn't for sale. 

 

Some 30,000 miles later, in 1980, mechanical 
issues led to it being stored away in the Kiernans' 
garage, where it then stayed for the next 38 years. 

Sean Kiernan, Robert’s son, inherited the car 
when his father passed away in 2014. 

He explains, "You know, it was never our intention 
to keep this car a secret from everybody. It just 
kind of happened with life." Kiernan decided to 
restore the Mustang in time for the film's 50th 
anniversary this year, and contacted Ford with his 
plans. Ford unsurprisingly jumped at the chance to 
showcase it at the Detroit Auto Show this 
weekend, alongside a new 2019 model. 

 

 
 

  
 

THE REINVIGORATED CHAIRMAN'S CHATTER 
 
Hi Everyone,  
                     I trust that you all had a good Christmas and New Year, and welcome to 2019. That's another one gone !! 
It would appear that as far as the club was concerned everyone enjoyed the Bingo on club night. For those of  
you who were lucky enough to win, would you be good enough to give me some feedback on the prizes, only 
because I would like to know your thoughts for future events. 
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Now on to the club dinner at Bloxworth - as always the service was good and the food was up to its usual standard, 
so I have sent an email to the chairman thanking him on behalf of all who attended. 
 

You will see by the list of events for future club nights that we have got the next year well sorted. However, I cannot 
give any details of the Bike section as I have not seen Colin to see if he has any plans; as soon as I know I will put 
them in the newsletter. Finally, if anyone of you have any ideas for any future events or activity you think would be 
good for the club, would you please let me know as the more ideas we have the better it is for everyone. I have had 
a good response to the Holly Run, so I look forward to seeing you there. In the meantime, make sure you all ride and 
drive with care.    Doug. 

                             

BRISTOL CLASSIC BIKE SHOW 
 
It's that time of the year again when the bikers amongst us get out the dusters and the polish as the opening show of 
the year heads for the Bath and West Showground; and as always the club's bikers will be in attendance with a club 
stand. The show takes place on the weekend of the February 2nd and 3rd, so if you are thinking of going to have a look 
around then don't forget to visit the WVPC stand where you will possibly be offered a cup of tea/coffee. 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
 

You should all have renewed your membership by now, but if you have not done it yet you will find a renewal form 
at the end of the newsletter so that you can renew now. If you could get it done as soon as possible it would be 
helpful for those who deal with these things. If you do not renew then you will possibly not get a copy of the next 
newsletter! Thank you for your co-operation.        Doug 
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS  

 
As most of you know, I normally give all or most of you a card at Christmas from the Ben Charity. I would like to 
reiterate that these are cards from both of us to you, and are not from the club. Unfortunately this year I did not 
have enough for everyone so I gave some shop bought ones. I have had a couple of remarks concerning these shop 
bought cards from club members worried that they were not appreciated like the other members. Let me assure you 
that you are all appreciated, and next year you will all get the same card.       Doug 
 

WHAT IS HAPPENING TO THE CLASSIC CAR MARKET?  The latest news from ‘Classic Cars’  

J A G U A R  E - T Y P E  S E R I E S  1 S  S T A R T  T O  S L I D E  

 

The Jaguar E-types that have hitherto seen the biggest growth in values have belatedly joined all of those Porsches and Ferraris 

in the price correction trend. Prices for Series 1 coupés in both 3.8-litre and later 4.2-litre form are down 12% and 3.8% 

respectively, and the Series 1.5 (a Series 1 with some S2 crossover parts, most notably the exposed headlights)/Series 2 roadster 

(pictured) is also down, by 8.3%. So rough Series 1 coupés suitable for restoration are now £40k, tidy cars to drive are £60k and 

the best are now £100-140k. Project S1/5/2 roadsters are now £29k with smart examples at £45k and the best making £75-110k.  



M O D I F I E D  M O R R I S  M I N O R S  A R E  H O T   

 

Recent sales of Morris Minors reveal that the right blend of modifications can increase values, rather than diminish them in the 

way that they would with so many classics. The problem with most modifications applied to classic cars is that they are a highly 

personal choice. The priorities and taste of one owner around upgrades to performance, suspension, comfort/luxuries and 

cosmetic appearance are unlikely to coincide with anyone else’s, making the car hard to sell on in the future. And buyers who 

are receptive to the idea of improvements tend to prefer to start with a standard, original car and make their own choices about 

what to change, and importantly, what not to. Then there’s the increasing army of buyers who will only consider a car that fits 

their ideal of period perfection, even if that does make it less user-friendly. But for some cars, the Minor included, there’s such a 

strong culture of usability around them that a well-chosen package of upgrades, focused on sensible performance, braking, 

cooling, suspension and transmission improvements, will make them an easier sell. Most recently we’ve seen a Convertible 

make nearly £9000 and a Traveller take a shade over £11k, both with 1.3-litre engines among a short list of popular changes. 

Significantly, they both looked largely standard, and where they didn’t – seats and wheels – the changes could be easily 

reversed. Of course the smart modifier always keeps the original parts so that they can be sold with the car if needed. 

B U Y  A  T R I U M P H  T R 4 - 6  W E L L  

 

With prices on the move, now is the time to strike. But move carefully, because a history of low values has meant that lots of the 

cars out there have only ever had amateurish restorations, or deceitfully cosmetic makeovers in the past. It's tempting to think 

that the inherent simplicity and excellent parts supply for the TR4-6 series means that restoration holds no fears, but a 

comprehensive rebuild will easily burn far more money than the price of a genuinely good example.                                        Page 4. 



Fine if you enjoy the restoration journey; not if you just want a great TR to drive. And that's despite the current upward price 

trend. Research for the buying guide in the latest issue of Classic Cars shows that the best TR5s are £75k and decent examples 

command £35-50k. A combination of early styling inherited from the TR4 and the sweet, fuel-injected straight six destined for 

the TR6 and low build numbers keeps the TR5 at the top of the tree. Fortunately, TR4s come in at £15-32k and TR6s at £14-35k, 

while the carburettor-fed TR250 for the American market can be bought for £12-25k. To put those price ranges into perspective, 

our detailed buying guide in the latest issue of Classic Cars reveals that a high-quality body restoration alone can cost £25k on 

these cars. It also explains how to check the condition and authenticity of a TR before you part with your cash. 

M G B  G T S  M A K E  T H E I R  M O V E  

 

These stylish hatchbacks have come out of the Roadster’s shadow at last. It seems that forever the GT was the bargain route to 

B ownership, with smart examples of even the chrome bumper cars being buyable for a couple of thousand, if you were in the 

right place at the right time. Recently we've seen a 1970 example make £10k at auction, and that was an older restoration,  a 

plastic bumper 1977 car sold for £4.7k and a lovely, original 1973 car took £20k. To some extent, the MGB GT is reflecting the 

trend for most of the upward market activity being concentrated at the affordable end of the price guides. But, Aas with Jaguar 

E-types, it's also clear that coupés are no longer the poor relation to their roadster sisters as they're increasingly appreciated for 

their own style and added practicality. For more buying tips and market advice, including Quentin Willson's Hot tips, check out 

the latest issue of Classic Cars. 

FBHVC PRESS RELEASE  
 

18 December 2018 - for immediate release  
 

New Poll Shows Interest Growing in Historic Vehicles  
 

A new poll carried out by The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs (The Federation) indicates that interest by 
the British public in historic cars, motorcycles commercial, vehicles and buses has grown since this audience were 
last polled in 2016. Then the survey indicated that just over 8 million people had an interest in historic vehicles, but 
this new survey shows that number has grown to nearly 10 million. Also, more people claim to own a historic 
vehicle, 2.5 million regularly read about them and the number of interviewees who know someone who owns such a 
vehicle has grown by half a million to almost 8 million.  
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This is all good news for our hobby and for the businesses who support it and generate £5.5 billion for the UK 
economy (ref:2016 National Historic Vehicle Survey, FBHVC). However, it only scratches the surface in terms of 
explaining the dynamics of the hobby which are so important to the clubs, businesses and museums that rely on its 
health and sustainability in the long term. This national omnibus survey carried out in association with the polling 
organisation, Kantor TNS, delves deeper into the demographics of this market growth and provides some insights 
into some of the issues facing clubs and businesses. For example, clubs often complain of the difficulty in recruiting 
younger members. However the survey shows that an increasing number of younger people are interested in owning 
a historic vehicle but that they do not think they can afford it.  
 

The research shows that overall a significant proportion of the population believe that historic vehicles are part of 
the country’s heritage, that they should be maintained in as original condition as possible and that they are an 
important part of our culture and heritage. However, it is of considerable concern that amongst younger people the 
enthusiasm is much less marked. The younger age groups are only half as likely as older people to share the views 
about heritage and historic vehicles. As with previous Federation research, this national poll is really just the scene 
setter for a much larger survey of historic vehicle enthusiasts which was launched at this year’s Classic Motor Show 
at Birmingham’s NEC, by Research Director, Paul Chasney. He comments:- 
  
“It’s good news for our Clubs, Commercial Partners, Trade and Museum members that interest continues to grow, 
but we urgently need more detailed and accurate information about the behaviour of the millions of enthusiasts 
that sustain this very popular hobby. The survey we are now carrying out looks in detail at cost in use, and will 
analyse how much and on what, historic vehicle enthusiasts spend. The completely anonymised results will help 
clubs in their recruitment, commercial partners in honing their marketing plans, in fact a closer understanding of our 
hobby benefits the whole community”  
If you would like to take part in the research, go to the Federations website (www.fbhvc.co.uk) and click on the link.  
 

Editor’s notes  
The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs exists to maintain the freedom of its members to use historic vehicles 
on the UK’s roads, hence its campaign message: ‘Yesterday’s Vehicles on Tomorrow’s Roads’. The FBHVC has over 
550 member clubs representing over 251,000 individual owners. 

 
CALENDER OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
                                                                

January 13th - Holly Run. 

February 2nd and 3rd – Bike section - Bristol Classic Bike Show. 
Febuary12th - Car Club – Quiz with a bottle of wine prize. 
March 12th - Car Club - Bingo. 
April 9th - Car Club - Talk by Paul Stickler on Murder !!! 
May14th - Car Club - Noggin and Natter. 
June11th - Car Club - Cars and Bikes in the field. 
July 9th - Car Club - Bingo. 
August 13th - Car Club - Auction. 
Sept 10th - Car Club - Talk by Kay Townsend: ‘Fairground Life Behind The Sideshows’,  including a Film. 
October 8th - Car Club - Baked Spud Night. 
November 11th - Car Club AGM (this is the one not to be missed). 
December 10th - Car Club - Christmas Bingo. 
December 21st - Christmas Dinner at Bloxworth. 
 

WVPC COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

Chairman – Doug Cronk - duggcronk@btinternet.com - 01202 895387   
Secretary – Janet Palmer – familypalmer29@hotmail.com  
Treasurer – Dennis Jones. 
Treasurer’s support – Christine Jones. 
Membership Secretary - Christine Fletcher. 
Website Co-ordinator - Dennis Jones – wvpcweb@gmail.com     
Motorcycle Section – Colin Baker - bikes@wvpc.org.uk   
Events Co-ordinator – Peter Fletcher. 
Committee members – Mo Cronk.                                                                                                                                                               Page 6. 
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FOR SALE 
 

Riley Workshop Manual for 1½ and 2½ Litre models, part number AKD 630A. Well used but original and complete. 
Reasonable offers considered – 07717 343 129. 
 
Morris Minor (Series MM) Operation Manual, seventh edition. Well used but original and complete. 
Reasonable offers considered – 07717 343 129. 
 
‘SPRINT’ – Speed Hillclimbs and Speed Trials in Britain: 1899 – 1925 by T.R. Nicholson (published 1969). Hardback 
book with photographs. Good condition complete with dust cover. Reasonable offers considered – 07717 343 129. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

                     

                            

     

      

                                                                                               

 

 

WVPC MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 2019 
 

 £15 single, £20 joint membership (plus £5 if newsletter required by post) 
 

MEMBERSHIP NO. ………………………………………………………………………………  
 
Name(s) ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
 
Address …………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
  
Telephone number(s).……………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
e-mail address ……………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
  
Method of newsletter delivery (collection, e-mail or post) ......................................................................................... 
Current Vehicle Details:-  
Make, Model and Year .…………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
  
Additional vehicles ………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………  
 
Please forward completed form together with a stamped addressed envelope and renewal fee (£15 single, £20 for 
joint membership, plus £5 if newsletter by post – Cheques made payable to WVPC Ltd) to :-  
 

WVPC Membership Co-ordinators, 71, Gwynne Road,  Poole,  Dorset  BH12 2AR 
Unless paying at a club meeting, a stamped addressed envelope must be provided, and will 
help prevent a delay in the receipt of new membership cards.  

 
REMEMBER - 2018 MEMBERSHIPS EXPIRE AT THE END OF DECEMBER!  
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