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The Amphicar Model 770 was produced in America from
1961 to 1967. It was powered by a Triumph 1147cc 4cylinder engine coupled to a 4-speed gearbox for either
road or (via a propeller) for water use. Although it looks a
little ungainly on land, and not entirely convincing afloat,
the Amphicar boasted a land top speed of 70mph and 7
knots in the water. Just 4,000 were made. Two Amphicars
crossed the English Channel in 1968 despite high winds and
20 foot waves. One owner described it as ’the fastest car on
the water and fastest boat on the road’.

CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER
Hi everyone,
Unfortunately, my computer has given up the ghost, so these words have been ‘ghosted’ for me! The lack of
computer means that I cannot receive the Wessex Ways copy by e-mail from the editor so that it can be e-mailed
to those of you who receive it in that manner. For the time being therefore, only printed copies will be available,
but fear not, copies will be e-mailed when I have a new computer, albeit a little late!
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The Lymington Classic Car Show this year was as usual blessed with very good weather, and we were able to display
a fine club stand of cars. At the Purbeck Rally, we had a good attendance for the fish and chip supper, but
disappointingly not many vehicles on the club stand. The Verwood Rustic Fayre also had good weather, and quite a
few club members were in attendance. So all in all, we have been enjoying a good summer so far.
As I have mentioned before, I think it is high time we had a new club chairman, so after 5 years on the job, I will not
be standing for re-election as chairman this year. I hope that someone will step forward to take on the job, and
bring some new ideas to the club committee. Mo has said that she will do the raffle up until Christmas, but
someone else will need to take this on in the New Year. So until I see you all again, do please ride and drive with
care.
Doug.

BLACKMORE VALE REVIVAL – an e-mail from the organiser
‘Many thanks for supporting this year’s Revival. Our three charities have received each £1.5k and the feedback from
our visitors has been universally positive. We know that some drivers were disappointed not to get the opportunity
to take their cars on the runway. If you or any of your members are interested in doing this one evening in
September please get back to me. This would be after 5pm when the airfield stops its flying operations.
Regards, John Graham jgedcf@talktalk.net Blackmore Vale Revival.’

DAVE HAS GOT A NEW ANORAK!
As a new member of the club, let me introduce myself:I am Pete Downton and I have been involved with the Dorset
Area of the Midget and Sprite club (DMASC) since the year
2000, I was joint area rep with both Ian Swinden and Dave
Symes. I resigned my position some 10 years ago when
personal and work commitments became too much for me to
run the club as well. I own a 1961 Frogeye Sprite which I have
had since 2003.
For those of you who have been involved with the DMASC, will
remember Dave Symes. Dave, one of the founding fathers of
the club locally, national club data handler and local Sprite /
Midget expert (some would say anorak) has now moved on
from small cars to things much bigger, the love of his life (after
of course Nat, his dear wife) is buses. Dave now works for
Yellow Buses in Bournemouth and played a part in the
organisation of the Bournemouth Bus Rally held in Kings Park
recently, celebrating 115 years of Bournemouth’s famous
yellow buses in Bournemouth. The event, held adjacent to AFC
Bournemouth’s football stadium saw many buses from the
1950’s, 60’ and 70’s as well as more recent ‘state of the art’
buses on display.
Some selected buses were, for a modest fee, running routes into Bournemouth and Christchurch, recreating the hayday routes of the yellow buses. Unfortunately, the organisers had not made provision for any other vehicles to
attend the show (I did enquire before-hand and was told this time it was only for buses), possibly a missed
opportunity, as like me there are many classic car owners local with more than a passing interest in buses.
The photo above shows Dave alongside a Leyland Atlantean PDR1 which was owned by the Bournemouth Transport
Heritage collection. I remember these buses fondly from my childhood as they were the cornerstone of the ‘Yellows’
fleet during my formative years. The show was for bus geeks a fantastic event with plenty to see and with many
stalls selling transport related memorabilia, a great day out if you have a soft spot for buses, especially if they are
yellow. I do feel however that the organisers can build on the inaugural event and hopefully make it an annual bigger
and better show with other forms of transport being invited to display.
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The single decker bus, (above) is a Leyland Tiger Cub first seen in service in the 50’s and I can still remember them in
service in the 1960’s.
Going back to Dave, some of you will remember his monthly ramblings in the Dorset area newsletter, most readers
wondering what the hell he was going on about; his writing has now matured considerably. Dave was asked to write
an interesting piece on ‘topless’ buses in Bournemouth which was published in the events commemorative
programme, I read it with interest and I can say I understood every word of it: well done Dave.

the photo (above) shows a 1960’s Leyland Leopard, which is privately owned and preserved, again these buses were
a common sight on the streets of Bournemouth, often running the 7 and 8 routes to Boscombe, and bring back fond
memories - what is it about buses that stir such emotions?
Pete Downton

FEDERATION OF BRITISH HISTORIC VEHICLE CLUBS – Excerpts from the newsletter
From The Autocar Saturday 19 May 1900:‘General Conclusions Concerning the Automobile Club’s 1,000 Miles Trial
Now that the tour is over, and we who have followed it from day to day can look back calmly upon the incidents
thereof and form our own conclusions upon the performances of the cars, it must be admitted that the event has
been a decided success.
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In the first place, seeing the apathy which apparently existed throughout the country upon motor matters, we were
distinctly surprised at the enthusiastic welcome accorded the autocarists at every point of the thousand miles, not
only in the towns but even in the country villages. That the cars favourably impressed every onlooker can scarcely be
hoped for, seeing that, following in each other's dust on dusty days, the occupants presented a decidedly dirty
appearance, whilst their leather garments and varied headgear and goggles certainly did not add to their beauty.
Apart from appearance, however, there is ample evidence that the public were impressed and impressed favourably,
with the wonderful ease of management and the general reliability of the cars.’

The Southern Daimler & Lanchester Club magazine has a short feature on the Icona Volcano, the world’s first ever titanium car.
Don’t all rush at once with your cheque books. At the moment there is only the one and the price tag is £2.1 million. The
extraordinary conversion of an Enfield 8000 into a record breaker is also recounted: this conversion which includes the starter
batteries for a Bell Super Cobra attack helicopter enables this tiny car to reach 100 mph in less than six seconds whilst remaining
road legal, tax exempt and free from the London congestion charge.

The Icona Volcano

The journal of the Dormobile Owners’ Club reminds us that a wise man does not keep a sledge hammer and a slow
computer in the same room.

WVPC COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Chairman - Doug Cronk - duggcronk@btinternet.com - 01202 895387
Secretary – Janet Palmer – familypalmer29@hotmail.com
Treasurer – Val Baker.
Website Co-ordinator - Dennis Stranack – wvpcweb@gmail.com and alpinecruising@gmail.com
Motorcycle Section - Ian Campbell - bikes@wvpc.org.uk
Committee members - Colin Baker, Peter Allen, Christine Fletcher.

TALES WANTED (tall or otherwise).
We are fortunate in past months in having some great tales, some of the present and others of the much-loved past.
So do delve back in your memories and in those old photo albums, and let us all share those pieces of personal
history. Don’t worry if you just write it on a piece of paper, as the ‘staff’ here are reasonably competent at typing it
up. We can always source some historic photos to match a story somewhere if necessary. Please send any copy to
the editor at chrispacey65@gmail.com or by post to Woodland View, Dewlish, Dorchester DT2 7ND. Thank you.
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TERRY KINGSTON’S CLASSIC CARS – an article from the Blackmore Vale Magazine
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WVPC CLUB LOGO CLOTHING
I have had quite a few of you enquiring about T-shirts and fleeces with the car club or bike section logo on, so
being an efficient chairman, I have got some prices for you to consider:Polo Shirt with either logo on - £9.25 plus VAT.
T-Shirt with either logo on - £8.25 plus VAT.
Sweatshirt with either logo on - £10.99 plus VAT.
Full Zip Fleece with either logo - £19.95 plus VAT.
If anyone would like to place an order, do let me know.

Doug.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
September 21st – Bike section at Bloxworth.
September 28th – Skittles match at Bloxworth with ploughman’s supper.
October10th – Cars at Cobhams – Auction night.
October 19th – Bikes at Bloxworth.
November 14th – WVPC Annual General Meeting at Cobhams 8pm.
November 16th – Bikes at Bloxworth.
December 12th – Cars at Cobhams – Baked potato night.
December 16th – Christmas Dinner at Bloxworth.
December 21st – Bikes at Bloxworth.

EDITOR’S COLUMN – chrispacey65@gmail.com
Many thanks to those to supplied articles about their memories of past motoring experiences. Please keep them
coming, as they will provide all of us with much enjoyment and amusement in the damp and chilly days of autumn.
So now we learn that by 2040 our cherished cars will be banned from the roads and either have to be scrapped or
put away into museums that will already be overcrowded by other cherished ‘outlawed’ vehicles! What a cheery
prospect! Once one stops to ponder that future after the initial feelings of outrage and frustration, one realises that
most of us won’t be around come 2040, unless some like our chairman have found the secret of eternal youth! The
problem of what happens to our classic vehicles will be for our next generation or two to cope with, so we can sleep
soundly in our beds for now. As the value of classics steadily rises year after year, one cannot help wondering when
the turning point will come and values will start to tumble in the face of ever more stringent clean air legislation. So
maybe we should sell our cars and bikes while there is still a buoyant market, and take what we can? Or maybe we
should say ‘Sod it! Let’s enjoy ourselves while there is still petrol and rubber to burn, and to hell with politicians!’
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