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Bedford OB, one of the most popular and attractive coaches. They were built from 1939 to 1951, but with essentially no change 
in the design. They were powered by a 3.5 litre 6 cylinder petrol engine that produced 72bhp. A four speed gearbox was fitted, 
and with a seating capacity of 26 to 29, it was capable of at least 40mph, which was considered fast for its day. 
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Hi Everyone,  
 

Well here we are, clocks altered, lighter evenings, and our first event the Quay to Quay all ready to go; but 
before all that we have the club night, and I would like you to give our speaker Mr Bill Chorley a typically 
rousing welcome, as I know that you will enjoy his presentation. 
 

Last club night was not too bad with the Bingo, although one member thought that the caller was rubbish. 
When he was confronted he explained that the caller had not called out enough of his numbers, and that was 
the reason he was rubbish! As you know, you can say anything to me and be assured that it will be kept in 
strictest confidence, and that relates to the complainant that evening, Bruce Randall. 
 

You will see a form for the Cream Tea Run at the end of the newsletter - all I am going to say about this is that I 
have gone out on a limb for this run and I could do with as much support as possible !!!!!! 
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Just to let all members know that we have invested in some new Banners plus there is a new club flag on order, 
so if anyone would like to display either at any event or if you are off to a show just ask. Well that's me done for 
this month so you all Ride and Drive with care. 
                                                                                                                       

Doug. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

LAND SPEED RECORD BREAKING ς a very brief history ς Part 3 (final). 
 

THE CHALLENGERS by Andy Green, driver of Thrust SSC 

It’s an extraordinary time for the World Land Speed record, with a number of teams aiming to run the world’s fastest 
car in the next few years. This level of record-breaking activity is very rare – it happened in the 1930s, and again in 
the1960s, but since then it has been very quiet. Suddenly, we’re entering another ‘golden age’ for the World Land 
Speed Record. Between Thrust 2 and Thrust SSC, Britain has held the Record for just over 30 years and there’s 
nothing quite like the promise of losing it – or actually losing it – to keep us focused on getting the record back. 
Great Britain has held the World Land Speed Record for longer than every other country put together, since the first 
record was set in 1898, and we’re not going to let it go without a fight! 

However, the importance of having challengers is much wider than just a nationalistic one. We are setting off on an 
‘Engineering Adventure’, to inspire and excite a generation of young people about science and technology, and the 
competition will make the ‘Adventure’ so much more exciting. BLOODHOUND is our solution to the problem of the 
ultimate race car, but it’s not the only solution. The wonderful and unique thing about this sport is that there really 
are no constraints on car design – a very far cry from the over-regulated and over-argumentative world of Formula 1, 
where all the best technology is kept secret, design is constrained by the rules, and they have to paint the cars 
different colours so that we can tell them apart....  For BLOODHOUND, the more competition that we have, the 
bigger the variety of different solutions that we can discuss in our education programme. 

So who is out there at the moment? There are a number of cars that we know about, but of course we did 20 
months of work in complete secrecy, so there may be others. All we can say is that we have at least a great range of 
competitors – and that’s a really good thing. 

The North American Eagle  

 

 The longest-running team is the North American Eagle, which is taking a novel approach to building a land speed 
record car: they have started with an old military jet fighter, cut the wings off and added high-speed wheels. The 
slightly spooky thing about their choice of donor aircraft, an ex-NASA F-104 Starfighter, is that it had the tail number 
763 – the current record speed. I’m not superstitious, but that’s quite a coincidence! In overall project terms, the 
NAE team has tried to minimise their financial and organisational risk by avoiding the need to build a car from 
scratch. The trade-off in this approach is that they have inherited the engineering risk of trying to convert a vehicle 
that was not designed to run along the ground (it’s not really as simple as just cutting the wings off and adding 
wheels).  
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The team has fitted 3 sets of wheels, with a centre set added to take the bending loads out of the fuselage, and they 
are still assessing the F-104’s aerodynamics on the ground. However, any big changes to the aerodynamics of their 
existing Starfighter fuselage will be a major challenge for the team. You have to admire the low-budget, keep-it-
simple approach of the NAE – let’s hope that they manage to solve the technical problems of adapting the aircraft 
for supersonic ground use. 

The Eagle team has been working away for over 10 years now and has already had some success. The car has run at 
the Black Rock Desert (where it was limited both by the poor surface and poor weather), El Mirage, where the 
limiting factor was the short length of the track, and most recently at the Alvord Desert in Oregon, where they 
achieved around 450 mph. Clearly they’re forging ahead with an attempt on Thrust SSC’s record as soon as they can, 
and good luck to them. Visit www.landspeed.com for more information. 

Fossett LSR 

 

Steve Fossett, the American Adventurer who went missing in 2007 in a light aircraft (the aircraft wreckage was 
discovered a year later), was in the final stages of preparing for an assault on the World Land Speed Record when he 
disappeared. He had bought Craig Breedlove’s old ‘Sonic Arrow’ car, which ran against Thrust SSC in 1997, and had 
the car rebuilt to improve both its speed and safety. The car is up for sale (and there are rumours of a buyer) so we 
are very much hoping to see the car run again soon. 

The Fossett LSR car has used Breedlove’s old chassis and engine (both refurbished), but virtually everything else has 
changed. Suspension, steering, wheel base and track, systems, brake parachutes, wheels – all have been greatly 
modified or entirely replaced. The car retains the sleek and business-like shape of its former life and still looks fast 
even when it’s sitting still. This car is close to being ready to go and could easily get to a new record before we do. 
Let’s hope it does – it will make our ‘Adventure’ that much more exciting. 

Aussie Invader 5R 
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Rosco McGlashan is a great character who has been pursuing the LSR for many years. His Aussie Invader 2, which 
was based on Richard Noble’s single-jet-engined Thrust 2 concept, was badly damaged in 1994 when it hit a timing 
light at over 500 mph. Rosco greatly improved the design in his next car, the Aussie Invader 3, but after weather 
delays in 1996/7 Rosco’s task had become hopeless – the 633 mph record that the AI3 was designed to break had 
now become 763 – the car was not that fast. Time to give up? Not for Rosco – time for a new car! 

The Aussie Invader 5R is a rocket car that is intended to push the record way beyond Thrust SSC’s just-supersonic 
mark: like the BLOODHOUND Project, Rosco is aiming for 1000 mph, and he is well on with building the chassis of 
this near-10 tonne car (a similar weight to Thrust SSC). This is the heaviest of the cars out there and means that 
Rosco will need a longer track to run it – he is still searching for the ideal record location. The -5R will be fully rocket 
powered (rather than the more controllable, but more complicated, jet-and-rocket solution for BLOODHOUND SSC). 
It is the very high power available from the rocket engine that gives Rosco the confidence to aim for 1000 mph. Just 
as BLOODHOUND and the North American Eagle are doing, Rosco is using computational fluid dynamics (computer 
modelling) to analyse the airflow around his car, in order to make sure that it will stay on the ground as it goes 
supersonic. 

Let’s hope that Rosco can find some sponsors to back this great Australian bid. There’s never been an Aussie holding 
the title of ‘Fastest Man On Earth’ and Rosco could be the first – go for it, cobber. Visit www.aussieinvader.com for 
more information 

Other Cars 

There are a few other teams promising to try for a new World Land Speed Record. We have very little up-to-date 
information on these projects, so we’re not really sure how they are getting on. The Sonic Wind LSRV is an idea by 
Waldo Stakes, who has collected a lot of ex-NASA components with the intention of building a rocket car in the US.  

 

‘The Bullet Project’ is an Australian plan to build a rocket-powered car to aim for 1000 mph. They are also hoping to 
start up an education programme around the technology of their car, as BLOODHOUND has done so successfully, 
and we wish them luck with that. 
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Finally, Craig Breedlove, 5 times World Land Speed Record holder, has announced that he is leading a new US record 
attempt. This car is based on twin jet engines and is hoping to break the current Land Speed Record.  Given 
Breedlove’s remarkable history, anything is possible. Maybe there are others out there as well? I hope so. It all 
makes our ‘Engineering Adventure’ that much more exciting!  

 

 

LYMINGTON CAR SHOW Sunday August 6th ς EARLY WARNING 
 

This year the organisers have decided to limit the number of entries to 240 vehicles, on a ‘first come first 
served’ basis, so early booking of places for any pre-1987 (‘D’ registered or earlier) cars is recommended.  Only 
pre-booked entries will be admitted on the day. All those who went last year will automatically be sent a 
registration form. For downloading a form, please go to the web site at www.lymingtonrotary.org.uk  This 
website will also show the number of remaining spaces available on a regular basis. A club stand for WVPC cars 
will be organised by the committee, but individual entries will need to be made. 
 
WVPC CLUB LOGO CLOTHING 
  
I have had quite a few of you enquiring about T-shirts and fleeces with the car club or bike section logo on, so 
being an efficient chairman, I have got some prices for you to consider:- 
 

Polo Shirt with either logo on - £9.25 plus VAT. 
T-Shirt with either logo on - £8.25 plus VAT. 
Sweatshirt with either logo on - £10.99 plus VAT. 
Full Zip Fleece with either logo - £19.95 plus VAT. 
 

If anyone would like to place an order, do let me know.                                         Doug. 

 
WVPC COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

Chairman - Doug Cronk - duggcronk@btinternet.com - 01202 895387  
Secretary – Janet Palmer – familypalmer29@hotmail.com  
Treasurer – Val Baker. 
Website Co-ordinator - Dennis Stranack – wvpcweb@gmail.com  and  alpinecruising@gmail.com   
Motorcycle Section - Ian Campbell - bikes@wvpc.org.uk   
Committee members - Colin Baker, Peter Allen, Christine Fletcher. 

 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

April 20th -  Bike Section at Bloxworth. 
 

April 23rd - Quay to Quay Run.                                                                                                                           

 

May 9th - Club Night at Cobhams – Talk by Bruce Worthy on his time in The Household Cavalry. 
 

May 18th - Bike Section at Bloxworth. 
 

May 20th/21st – Three Oakfords Show at Shillingstone. 
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June 13th – Cars In The Field at Cobhams, different format as detailed in February Wessex Ways. 
 

June 15th - Bike Section at Bloxworth. 
 
June 17th/18 th – Bristol Classic Car Show at Shepton Mallet (club stand). 
 

June 25th – Cream Tea Run. 
 

July 11th – Grand bingo night at Cobhams. 
 

July 20th - Bike Section at Bloxworth. 
 

July 29th – Possible bike section run to Calne (details to follow). 

 
95L¢hwΩ{ /h[¦ab ς chrispacey65@gmail.com 
 

Breaking news ςthe editor has at last paid his 2017 subscription! Such things are often forgotten out in the sticks, 
but having been reminded that his club benefits would be lost (i.e. no more copies of Wessex Ways), he immediately 
snapped to and sent off the cheque. On passing matters of interest, he reports that the dairy cows are now back out 
in the fields, so any trip out of the village at milking time may ensure a long wait while the herd amble slowly down 
the lane to the parlour, following which one has the pleasure of applying free but pungent underseal to the car! 
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WVPC 2017 QUAY TO QUAY RUN APPLICATION FORM 
APRIL 23rd 

 

 

The run will start as usual at Poole Quay. The quay will be open for 
arrivals at 10.30am, with the run to start at 11.00am. Please book in at 
the registration desk, where route instructions will be handed out.  
 
The run will be through parts of the New Forest, where there are plenty of 
pubs for those wishing to stop for lunch. The finish will be at Christchurch 
Quay, where vehicles should arrive no later than 2.00pm. 
 
The entrance fee is £5.00 per vehicle. Cheques should be made out to 
óWVPC Ltdô and sent to Quay to Quay Co-ordinator, 91Pinehurst Park,  
West Moors, Dorset  BH22 0BP or handed to a committee member. 
 
 
Name of driver  
 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
 
 
WVPC membership number (if applicable) 
 
ééééééééééééé..éééééééééééééééé.. 
 
 
Vehicle make and model  
 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
 
Registration number  
 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
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