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Triumph TR2 – 1953 to 1955. Powered by a 1,991cc exStandard Vanguard 4-cylinder engine giving 90bhp, 0 to
60mph in 11.9 seconds, and achieving 107mph via 4-speed
gearbox (o/drive optional). Cost £900.

Austin Healey 100 – 1953 to 1956. Powered by a 2,660cc
ex-Austin A90 Atlantic 4-cylinder engine giving 90bhp, 0 to
60mph in 11.2 seconds, and achieving 106mph via 3 or 4speed gearbox with o/drive. Cost £1,063.

Two icons of the early post-war years when the car industry was desperate to achieve export sales as quickly as
possible. Both of these sports cars were designed to appeal to the overseas market, and 4-cylinder saloon car
engines were upgraded and pressed into service; they proved to be both successful and hard-wearing power plants.
Right up until 1967, Triumph retained the Vanguard engine in the TR3, TR4 and TR4A, whilst Austin Healey used a 6cylinder unit based on the Austin A90 engine in the later 100-6 and 3000 models. The export drive was successful,
with 84% of 100-4 and 94% of TR2 production being exported.

CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER
Hi Everybody,
At tonight's meeting we welcome back to the club an old buddy of mine who I see on a regular
basis at the Tivoli, and he is going to tell us about more of his travels. I would like to thank you all on behalf of
our speaker last month, Linda Bunting, who e-mailed me to thank you all for a grand evening and the warm
welcome you gave her. I replied to point out that she had possibly made a mistake in sending me the e-mail,
but she said that it really was for us.
Now on to the more serious bit - as you know, we held the Holly Run just a short while back and I have to say
that we were a bit down on numbers. As a result of this, I thought that we might finish the run somewhere
different next year to try and create a bit more interest; but having spoken about it to some of you it would
appear that as the welcome and the food is always so good at the Bakers Arms, most of you would still prefer
to finish there. It just means that it makes it difficult to find a different route to take each time! Having said
that, a couple of members said what a great route it was and it would be good for the summer, so hopefully we
may be able to incorporate some, if not all of it, in another run, possibly the Cream Tea Run. Well that's me
done for now so ride and drive with care.
Doug.
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QUAY TO QUAY RUN 2017
Owing to a bit of a mix up with the Christchurch Council, plus the fact that I did not realise that the original date
was the Easter week end, I have moved the event forward to Sunday 23rd April. This is also St Georges Day, so
it might be a good idea to perhaps fly the flag of St George on your vehicle. I am sure that we will not offend
anyone now that we intend to BREXIT. Let’s do a Donald & show that we are patriotic!
Doug.
FUTURE EVENTS – JUNE CLUB NIGHT
There will be a change to the format of the June Club night this year. As you know, this is always the ‘Cars and
Bikes in the field’ evening, and it is normal for your fellow members to cast votes to determine the best vehicle.
Well this year there will be no voting, the reason being I have got the Head of The Classic Car Department of
Charterhouse Auctioneers and Valuers , Matthew Whitney, to agree to come along: he will be making his
choice of the best car, he will also be available to give you an estimate on your car, that of course is if you
would like one. Also coming along will be an auctioneer who will be very happy to value any smaller items that
perhaps the ladies would like to bring along, such as diamonds, jewellery or valuable porcelain; just bring along
anything you wish and George Holtby will value it for you.
Doug.
RUNS AND ROSETTES
I am undergoing a problem with trying to order the ever popular Rosettes, which are presented to all
participants at the end of club runs. The reason for this is the drop off in the number of you taking part in the
Road Runs. A few years ago I would order 40 rosettes and pray that I had enough to go round, but as time goes
along we seem to be attracting less and less of you to take part in the car runs that were once the life blood of
the club. I know there are many reasons for this and I suppose it is inevitable that numbers will continue on the
downward slope. This means that in the future the rosettes will be ordered only when the list of entrants is
finalised, and this will stop the money being wasted on unwanted rosettes. It also means that you may have to
wait a couple of weeks to receive your rosette, but I am afraid that the club cannot afford to lose any money,
which is what has occurred with the last couple of events. I trust that this is okay with you all and that you
understand the reason for this decision.
Doug.

BIKE SECTION HIGH VISIBILTY WAISTCOATS
Some of the bike guys have been asking about getting a high visibility waistcoat with the WVPC Bike Logo on
the back, so Ian has been shopping around and the best deal he could get was a Normal basic waistcoat with
logo printed for £10.05 + vat, or the executive one with a phone pocket was £15.70 + vat. If you would like any
more details or to order one, please contact Ian.

A FULL HOUSE AT THE BIKE SECTION!
At the last bike section meeting we were for some reason were blessed with what I think was the best
attendance that we have ever had! If only we could get this many every month then perhaps we could get the
odd speaker to come along and give us an evening’s entertainment. So if you bike boys would like me to get a
bike related speaker then let me know and I will see what I can do, but it’s no good doing it if we only end up
with about 10 of you turning up instead of the 34 that attended January's meeting.
Doug.
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LAND SPEED RECORD BREAKING – a very brief history – Part 1.
Record breaking cars has always been a fascinating subject, and has stood as a challenge to a certain sort of
pioneering motorist since cars were first put on the roads. True, it has always been an expensive undertaking, and
many of the legendry record-breakers were extremely wealthy. However, in later years this has not always been the
case: one has only to consider The New Zealander Burt Munro and his speed record with an Indian motorcycle, and
the various Americans who cobbled together ex-World War 2 fuel drop tanks to create streamlined cars for record
attempts on the Bonneville Salt Flats. But by and large, record breaking is an extremely expensive undertaking, and
has become progressively more and more complicated.

Burt Munro with his famous streamlined Indian.

A typical drop-tank car on the salt flats in the 1950’s.

The land Speed Record was standardised as the average of two runs in opposite directions over a fixed course, both
runs being required within one hour. The length of the course is either or both a kilometre and a mile. There are
numerous classes for all types of cars and motorbikes (including a class for the Women’s Land Speed Record), but
the class that captures the public’s imagination most is the outright record for Wheel Driven, and later Jet and
Rocket Propelled Cars.
The first Land Speed Record holders surprisingly drove electric cars, but by 1902 the internal combustion engine took
over (76mph in a Mors), and with the exception of one steam powered vehicle, they continued to hold the records
until the advent of the jet propelled vehicle when Craig Breedlove set a record of 407.4mph in Spirit of America in
1963.

Electric powered ‘Jamais Contente’, which managed 65.8 mph in 1899.

Henry Fournier on the Mors which achieved a speed of 76.1mph in 1902.

The Land Speed Record was very much the province of the English between 1914 and 1964, with only a single
American achieving prominence in 1928. They became national heroes, and the list of names is still quite familiar to
this day:Malcom Campbell – ‘Sunbeam 350hp’, 18.3litre V12 aero engine – 151mph in 1925.
Parry Thomas – ‘Babs’, 27litre V12 Liberty aero engine – 170mph in 1926.
Henry Seagrave – ‘Sunbeam 1,000hp’, 2 x 22.4litre V12 aero engines – 204mph in 1927.
Malcom Campbell - ‘Bluebird Napier-Railton’, 36.7litre V12 Rolls-Royce supercharged aero engine – 301mph in
1935.
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George Eyston – ‘Thunderbolt’, two 36.7litre V12 Rolls-Royce supercharged aero engines – 357mph in 1938.
John Cobb – ‘Railton Mobil Special’, two 23.9litre supercharged Napier Lion aero engines – 394mph in 1947.
Donald Campbell – ‘Bluebird CN7’, 4,000hp Bristol Proteus turboshaft (not internal combustion) – 403mph in 1964.

‘Sunbeam 350HP’

‘SunbeaM 1,000hp’.

The ‘Napier-Railton Bluebird’ of 1935.

John Cobb and the ‘Railton Mobile Special’.

‘Babs’.

Malcolm Campbell with the ‘Bluebird’ of 1931.

George Eyston and ‘Thunderbolt’.

Donald Cambell with ‘Bluebird CN7’.
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THE AMERICAN DREAM by Doug Cronk
If you ever feel in the mood for a pleasant drive out, either on a motorbike or in your classic car, and you feel
like experiencing something a bit different, then I suggest that you go along to the American Diner at Camel Hill,
Queen Camel, Yeovil. It’s not far from the Haynes Museum - all you do is carry on through Sparkford towards
Yeovil and you will see it on your left hand side.
I can recommend the American Breakfast with scrambled eggs; the pancakes with the maple syrup were very
pleasant although I could not quite finish it all off! We had a good experience, the staff were very pleasant and
we will be back there soon, If only for the good music!
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WHERE IS THIS BIKE? by Janet Palmer
Attached is a photo of a motorbike that belonged to a friend of my dad. His name is Bob Farmer and he can be
contacted on 01202 518112. He has contacted me as he is trying to trace the current owner of the bike. I know it is a
long shot, but you never know, someone somewhere may have an idea of its whereabouts.
It is a BSA Rocket Goldstar, registration 548 BEL. It was purchased by Bob in 1962 from a motorcyle business in
Christchurch. It was nearly new at the time, having been registered by the business and raced at Silverstone. Bob
took it to the Isle of Man where he decided he really wanted to try his hand at racing. The photo is of him on it in the
Isle of Man. The bike had to go to finance his racing career. He sold it to Lawford and Wilson in Southampton, part
exchanging it for his racing bike in 1963.
If anybody has any knowledge of the bike, Bob would be very happy to have any information.

BUMPER STICKERS
These are not as common as they used to be in the post-war years when we still had proper, chrome plated bumpers
on our cars. Nowadays they tend to be stuck to the enormous rear screens we are provided with. Here are a few of
the printable and non-sexist ones that one might see, some of which are from across the Atlantic:-

Be nice to your children – it’s they who choose your care home!
Motorcycles – helping ugly people have sex since 1903.
Old fishermen never die, they just smell that way.
Four wheels move the body, two wheels move the soul.
Call the police if a ferret is driving this car!

Witches parking – all others will be toad.

Do not meddle in the affairs of dragons, for you are crunchy and good with ketchup!
A gentleman does motor about after dark.
I downloaded this car.
On the advice of legal counsel, this sticker contains no message.

The ultimate anti-theft device – Lucas Electrics.
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EDITOR’S COLUMN – chrispacey65@gmail.com – JANUARY PICTURE QUIZ ANSWERS
Generally speaking, this was not particularly difficult. Most were easy, with just a few that were somewhat obscure.
The correct answers are as follows:1. 1956 Buick Special.

8. Ford Pilot.

2. Bentley Continental.

9. 1961 Triumph TR4.

3. 1934 Humber 12.

10. An old Indian motorcycle.

4. AC Cobra.

11. Morris Commercial type J light van.

5. Isotto Fraschini bonnet mascot.

12. Saab 96 2-stroke.

6. 1961 Daimler SP250.

13. Saab 99 Combi.

7. 1938 Chevrolet Sport Coupe (ex 2007 Peking Rally).

14. Citroen 2CV.

Ratings – 14 correct, a dangerously anorac. 11 to 13 correct, rather astute. 8 to 12 correct, well you are a member
of WVPC, so you should have got these in any case. Under 7 correct, better attend more car shows.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Chairman - Doug Cronk – duggcronk@btinternet.com - 01202 895387
Secretary – Janet Palmer – familypalmer29@hotmail.com
Treasurer – Val Baker.
Website Co-ordinator - Dennis Stranack – wvpcweb@gmail.com and alpinecruising@gmail.com
Motorcycle Section - Ian Campbell – bikes@wvpc.org.uk
Committee members - Colin Baker, Peter Allen, Christine Fletcher.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
February 16th - Bike Section at Bloxworth.
March 14th- Club Night at Cobhams – Bingo night.
March 16th - Bike Section at Bloxworth.
April 11th - Club Night at Cobhams – Quiz night.
April 20th - Bike Section at Bloxworth.
April 23rd – Quay to Quay Run.
May 9th – Club Night at Cobhams – Talk by Bruce Worthy on his time in The Household Cavalry.
May 18th – Club Night at Cobhams.
May 20th/21st – Three Oakfords Show at Shillingstone.
June13th - Club Night at Cobhams – Cars In The Field, judged by Mathew Whitney of Charterhouse Auctions, with
small items valued by George Holtby of Charterhouse Auctions.
June 15th – Bike Section at Bloxworth.
June17th/18th – Bristol Classic Car Show at Shepton Mallet – WVPC club stand.
June15th – Cream Tea Run, details to follow.
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