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1969 Saab 96, here shown in full rally mode, for which Saabs became famous. The Saab 96 was produced from 1960 to 1980, initially with a
three cylinder two-stroke engine, but from 1967 it was powered by a 1498cc V4 four-stroke engine giving 62- 68bhp, allowing a top speed of
about 95mph. It had various features that endeared it to its owners, such as a column gear change, a free-wheel option, and a rounded shape
that made it easy to put back on four wheels should the driver have been over-enthusiastic!

CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER
Hi Everyone, Well here we are in the year of 2017 as another year slips by almost unnoticed, but as the saying
goes ‘onwards and upwards’. I trust you all had an enjoyable Christmas and New Year, and I have no doubt that
Santa was good to you all.
All this means is that we start another year of things to do club-wise: there have been a few suggestions of
things to do, but I have discounted them as they were not my ideas!! One of them was a bit of a return to days
gone by that was a suggestion for a run that finished at a village hall with a small meal like cottage pie.
Unfortunately, there is one problem with that, which are the newish restraints on who can cook the food! I
know that another club has had a few problems with having to undergo kitchen inspections etc, not the sort of
thing that we need to be involved with, although we may be able to work out something with the Bloxworth
Club, so watch this space. Well that's me done for today, so as always Drive and Ride with care.
Doug.
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MEMORIES OF A HUMBER by Steve Brown
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Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs - NEWSLETTER
NATIONAL HISTORIC VEHICLE SURVEY 2016
We are pleased to announce that a summary report on the 2016 National Historic Vehicle Survey has now been
published. Formal presentations have been made to Members of Parliament at Westminster and to those attending
the Federation’s conference at the British Motor Museum, Gaydon. The report has been well received and provides
an interesting insight into developments in the world of historic vehicles.
The 2016 Survey is the fourth such survey completed by the Federation and is the most comprehensive to date,
involving over 14,000 individuals and over 400 clubs and traders connected to the industry. The core features of this
research continue to be surveys completed by enthusiasts, traders involved in all aspects of the historic vehicle
market and historic vehicle clubs. In 2016 we have however included two new elements that have not been
incorporated previously; a summary of DVLA data and a national survey of attitudes and behaviour towards historic
vehicles.
For the first time we have had access to a summary of the DVLA records for vehicles registered before 1985. Whilst
the date of registration is only a proxy for the date of manufacture the data gives a clear indication of the spread of
different types of vehicles. Few will be surprised to know that cars represent 49% of the vehicle parc and
motorcycles 29% but some may find it surprising that 10% of the vehicles on the database are agricultural, primarily
tractors. Whilst there will be older vehicles imported and therefore registered at a later date and a number of ‘barn
finds’ the DVLA records give a good picture of the size and constituent parts of the historic vehicle parc.
The second new element is the introduction of a national survey which was designed to test the attitudes and
behaviours of the British public towards historic vehicles. The results have been illuminating and encouraging for the
movement. We all ‘know’ that the public at large are interested in historic vehicles but without the national survey
we do not have the evidence. However we are now able to state with confidence that, through our research, that
almost half (48%) of the British adult population believe that historic vehicles should be preserved for people to
enjoy in the future and 23 million people believe that historic vehicles are an important part of Britain’s heritage.
Importantly, 11 million people or 22% of the population believe owners should be encouraged to use their vehicles
on the road. These results demonstrate a strong interest and support within the population for historic vehicle
world.
It is also particularly interesting that 16% of the population, 8.2 million people, have an interest in historic vehicles
and 5 million people own or aspire to owning one. We believe this is the first time that these attitudes and
behaviours have been researched methodically. The results should be seen as enormously encouraging to all of us
with an interest in the historic vehicle movement.
The survey of individual enthusiasts was on this occasion carried out substantially online but towards the end of the
survey period, our friends at Classic Car Weekly published a physical copy of the survey to be completed by those
less familiar with technology. To ensure we covered the full range of enthusiasts the survey was promoted in a wide
variety of historic vehicle publications and through our member clubs. However to ensure that the profile of the
vehicle parc has been properly represented, the results from the individual enthusiast surveys have been moderated
to ensure that the populations of different types of vehicle are fairly represented based on the DVLA database.
There are two key statistics that have been highlighted in previous surveys, the economic value of the historic
vehicle movement and the number of people employed in the industry. It is very encouraging to see that the annual
economic value of the sector has risen by 28% over the past 5 years from £4.3 billion to £5.5 billion. In terms of
employment, the numbers have risen by 25% from 28,000 to 34,900: a clear demonstration of the importance of the
sector to the economy. The annual expenditure also includes over £660 million of parts and restoration services sold
to overseas historic vehicle enthusiasts as part of the nation’s exports.
If you would like to read more about the results of the survey you can download a copy of the summary report from
the Federation’s website. www.fbhvc.co.uk/research. A more detailed full report will be published at the end of
November. This will also be available to download from the website. Part of the survey process was our club survey
which was designed to investigate changes in the club scene. There does not seem to be any reduction in numbers of
enthusiasts joining clubs but the nature of clubs is perhaps changing in this age of technology and the ability to
exchange and publicise images with the minimum of effort. Later in the year we will be publishing the results of the
club survey which will touch on some key challenges clubs are having to face.
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The results of the survey, in all its parts, show a very positive outlook for the historic vehicle movement. However it
would be wrong to ignore some notes of caution. Importantly while 54% of businesses involved in the sector
anticipate growing their businesses, traders have expressed concern at the availability of qualified and skilled staff.
This clearly supports the emphasis that the Federation has been placing on apprentice training in recent years. In
addition, 61% of employers have expressed concern that the level of regulation affecting historic vehicles will
present a problem for their businesses in the future.
On behalf of the Federation I would like to thank all those who have taken time to complete our surveys. We know
that some enthusiasts experienced technological problems when trying to take part. We apologise to them that their
voice may not have been heard. However we are particularly pleased that so many enthusiasts have signed up to
help us with future research projects. The value of hard evidence when it comes to dealing with Government cannot
be overstated. The 2016 National Historic Vehicle Survey gives us that hard evidence and with a body of volunteers
ready to respond to particular research questions, the Federation is in a strong position to represent all historic
vehicle owners and to ensure we are all able to continue to use ‘yesterday’s vehicles on tomorrow’s roads’.

SOMETHING FOR THOSE WITH TWO WHEELS (most of the time)

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Chairman - Doug Cronk - duggcronk@btinternet.com - 01202 895387
Secretary – Janet Palmer – familypalmer29@hotmail.com
Treasurer – Val Baker.
Website Co-ordinator - Dennis Stranack – wvpcweb@gmail.com and alpinecruising@gmail.com
Motorcycle Section - Ian Campbell - bikes@wvpc.org.uk
Committee members - Colin Baker, Peter Allen, Jackie Buckingham, Christine Fletcher.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
January 19th – Bike Section at Bloxworth.
February 14th - Club Night at Cobhams – talk by Keith Tilley on his Antarctic Experience.
February 16th - Bike Section at Bloxworth.
March 14th- Club Night at Cobhams – Bingo night.
March 16th - Bike Section at Bloxworth.
April 11th - Club Night at Cobhams – Quiz night.
April 20th - Bike Section at Bloxworth.
April 30th – Quay to Quay Run.

EDITOR’S COLUMN – chrispacey65@gmail.com
This month, a nice simple picture quiz. Answers in next month’s Wessex Ways.
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2016 – A YEAR TO REMEMBER?

A picture to remember – the maestro (in blue) ready to conduct his orchestra.

FOR SALE – Items will be included for two months unless the seller requests otherwise
BSA A7/A10 PLUNGER FRAME – This item is available complete with springs etc. It has light rust but is, as far
as the owner can tell by eye, straight and undamaged. The frame number dates it to 1951. The small boxes beside
the springs in the photo below contain steering head bearings. Anyone interested in making an offer, or who may
have an idea of the frame’s value, can contact Janet Palmer at familypalmer29@hotmail.com

REAR END (or perhaps THE END)
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