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The past year has been challenging for both schools in Jamaica and schools in UK, however the very
successful work that has been done by Region 5 in Jamaica and by UK teams in Birmingham has kept the
school link momentum going. The recent visit by a UK delegation in May 2013 resulted in some clear
proposals about ways we can move forward with both mainstream and Special Education links. The visit
included meetings, presentations, receptions and opportunities for discussion and reflection to celebrate
achievements and explore new possibilities.

Special Education – developing links
between

Jamaican

and

UK

schools

Graham Hardy, Head Teacher and Rhys
Hancock, Assistant Head Teacher from
Calthorpe Specialist School and Sports College
in Birmingham were in Jamaica from 10 – 17th
May 2013 with the UK Widening Horizons
representatives to explore opportunities to
develop links between Special Education
professionals, and students from UK and
Jamaica who have learning difficulties and
disabilities. Miss June Hamiliton, Assistant
Chief Education Officer from the Special
Education Unit at the Ministry of Education in
Kingston and the Special Education Officers arranged a welcome seminar for the UK team, followed by a
programme of visits to schools in Kingston and other Parishes during the week.
The Special Education Unit is pleased to support this initiative to forge links with schools in other countries,
because of the opportunity to explore avenues to enhance the delivery of programmes and services to
learners with special needs. At present in Jamaica a great deal of work is going on with the development of
a curriculum for children with moderate to severe intellectual disabilities. This is bringing together
specialists with great experience, knowledge and expertise to assist in advancing this process and to be of
great benefit to across the island.
Further collaboration will identify areas of interest that can be of mutual advantage. The Calthorpe team
made presentations about their work, as well as discussing options for links and professional development,
that will fit well with the first two Ministry of Education Policy Priorities 2013:
1. Early Childhood and Special Education

2. Teacher Quality

As the UK no longer has centralised advice and support services for education any longer, schools in
Birmingham are taking the lead with Special Education support directly. This fits well with the strong links
that are being developed between Jamaican and Birmingham schools as part of a legacy programme
initiated by the City of Birmingham. Calthorpe Specialist School and Sports College will co-ordinate this.

Calthorpe Specialist School and Sports College is an amazing school
with excellent facilities for children with Special Educational Needs.
The school caters for children aged 2 – 18 and in future also young
adults, with a wide range of educational difficulties, ranging from
moderate, severe and complex needs. In addition, some have specific
physical, sensory, behavioural or autistic conditions, all of which
require additional adult support or specialised facilities. The School has
consistently been awarded “Outstanding” when inspected and they
recently gained the new UK “Teaching School” status. The Calthorpe
School website is www.calthorpe.bham.sch.uk
Calthorpe also has an exceptionally successful international link
programme and has its own well designed facility to host overseas
visitors on the school premises. Mrs Anderson from McIntosh
Memorial Primary School in Mandeville and her colleague stayed at
Calthorpe during their recent visit to the UK and Mrs Ivoline Fletcher
from Region 5, also visited the school when she was in UK last year.
Students from Calthorpe Specialist School and Sports College outside the Calthorpe International Residential
Centre, with Head Teacher Graham Hardy, Poet Spicy Fingers and Widening Horizons Co-ordinator, Liz Millman.

The Calthorpe School team were warmly welcomed by Mrs Snowball, and her staff and students, at
Woodlawn Special School in Region 5 with a Reception and presentations by guests and the children from
the school and the Calthorpe Team offered to return the warm welcome with residential accommodation
for Jamaican guests at Calthorpe Schools International Centre.

Some highlights from the event

Developing a Jamaican led approach to International School Links
In the past the "Widening Horizons" team has supported the British Council with their school links between
UK and Jamaican schools. However British Council funding has now been pulled from the Caribbean, and
after discussions with the Ministry of Education in Jamaica, “Jamaica 2000” has agreed to support ongoing
efforts to ensure that existing links can be maintained and new links created appropriately.
From the discussions held in May 2013, the reflections and the ideas
generated, it is clear that now is the time for Jamaica to set its own
agenda and approach to develop international school links, which can
enable the development of more effective and appropriate linking
strategies that can provide
professional
development
opportunities for staff , as well
as support working towards
developing relevant projects
based on the new Jamaican Core Curriculum, with a focus on
resources and support for schools as well. This can bring great
benefits and added value with an international dimension that is
measurable in increased knowledge and changed perceptions, as
well as building confidence, understanding and self-worth for
teachers and students respectively.
Using the experience developed through the Global Schools Partnership there are now also ideas and
models to develop relating to the final two Ministry of Education Policy Priorities 2013:
3. ICT and Media in Education

4. Tertiary Education
ICT and Media in Education is key to a 21st Century approach to
international links, giving reasons for use of Information
Communications Technologies and even developing our own
“Teachnologies” creating and sharing online learning opportunities.
One to one “email / skype pal” opportunities can also be developed
to enable staff to gain confidence in the use of new technologies.
Principal, Carol Grant, and Liz Millman at Cacoon Primary School
and ASTEP Centre are in their newly equipped computer lab.

Links with Tertiary institutions have already been established through Community
Colleges and Universities, but this is an area to review and to be explored further.
MacIntosh Memorial Primary School and St Thomas C of E Primary School have
taken the lead in piloting this dynamic new approach with a team of 5 staff from
St Thomas C of E Primary being welcomed in Mandeville in October 2012, with a
reciprocal visit from MacIntosh Memorial Primary School to Birmingham in
December 2012.
Liz Millman speaking at the presentation event at MacIntosh Memorial School
team to explore inclusion of students with learning difficulties in mainstream.

WIDENING HORIZONS - Building bridges of friendship
During the recent visit by Liz Millman, Widening
Horizons Co-ordinator, and well known Jamaican
poet, Yasus Afari, joined guests, staff and
students at Cacoon Primary School and ASTEP
Centre to celebrate the publication of a joint
poetry book – entitled “Building a Bridge of
Friendship” which Yasus Afari and Liz Millman
created in sessions working with students at
Uplands Junior School in UK, and also in Jamaica
working with students from Cacoon school.

In her forward Her Excellency Aloun Ndombet-Assamba, Jamaica’s 12th High Commissioner to the United
Kingdom explains: "Poetry enables us see into the worlds of others, and tell others of our world, our feelings
and our experiences. So, it is with great pleasure that I congratulate the children at Cacoon Primary School
and ASTEP Centre, and those who have worked with them, on the production of this wonderful anthology. It
is a great achievement to have made the link between your two schools, and what better way than this to
share something about your lives with each other using poetry."
Working with creative artistes to better understand and explore our shared culture and histories is an
important element of the Widening Horizons project.
The aim of Widening Horizons is to work with the Jamaican Ministry of Education Regions, to develop
existing and set up new school links, and working together to develop exciting and relevant curriculum
based projects linked with the new Core Curriculum in Jamaica, which can be embedded with resources
and support for schools, as well as providing professional development opportunities for staff. As we have
seen to date there is great benefit and the added value is measurable in changed perception, building
confidence, understanding and self-worth for students and teachers respectively.
Thanks go to the many colleagues in Jamaica who welcomed the UK Widening Horizons and Special
Education Team to your schools and workplaces, to meetings, presentations, receptions and
opportunities for discussion and reflection to enable us to explore new possibilities and celebrate
achievements. Special thanks go to Nadine Leachman, CRO Mark Smith and the Region 5 Officers and
Schools we visited, and to June Hamilton and her Special Education Officers and the Special Schools we
visited.
For more information please contact the Widening Horizons Team: c/o lizmillman@yahoo.co.uk
Also check out www.spanglefish.com/JamaicaUKSchoolLinks and www.ukjaschoollinks.com

