WALPOLE ALMSHOUSES - REPORT FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING OF
THE PARISH COUNCIL-MONDAY 15th May 2017
The Accounts of the Walpole Almshouses Charity 2016/2017 are at
our accountants being audited but the financial statements
2015/2016 are available for your perusal.
We have welcomed the Rev. Dr Lorna Allies and Michael Blake as
Trustees. The Rev. Dr Lorna Allies has taken over the position of
Chairperson and Michael Blake that of Treasurer.
Freda Pipes is now Secretary.
The Almshouses are fully occupied. We are in the process of
replacing the back doors which will hopefully be completed in the
near future, once we have listed building consent. Generally, the
Almshouses are in good order.

REPORT TO FREETHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 15 MAY 2017

The Devolution deal dominated during the past year and I believe that Norfolk
& Suffolk should have taken the opportunity offered by central government.
This is something that the area has missed out on and will likely regret in the
future.
We all strive to deliver the best services we can but we also know that the
money we have to do that is not a bottomless pit. 2016/17 saw ever increasing
pressure on budgets at county, district and for that matter town and parish
level across the county and country. BDC increased its share of the Council Tax
bill by £5 per annum. The increase was made to ensure that the authority
could continue to deliver high quality services.
SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR

The Council's development company, Broadland Growth, has built and sold
new homes at Carrowbreck all of which were to the highest environmental
standards - Passivhaus -low energy costs and low maintenance. Some were
sold at 75% of market value allowing first time buyers to get on the housing
ladder. The company has 2 more projects in the pipeline.
Economic Success is the main platform of our business plan and a wide range
of support is offered to businesses from grants to training. We encourage more
businesses to set up and grow to create more jobs and grow the economy as
well as inward investment from other parts of the country.
Staying fit and healthy is part of our wellbeing agenda. Creating park runs, the
annual Marriotts 10k race and the Broadly active scheme underpin this.
The new recycling service has had some problems especially around bin
contamination but our recycling rate is the highest in Norfolk at 50%. The food
waste collection service is being expanded across the district. To encourage
better recycling we have introduced our IIBin It to Win It" scheme of cash
prizes.
The Council recently made the decision to hand over the management of
footway lighting in five Broadland villages to the parish councils. Freethorpe is
one of the affected villages and the consultation on this issue takes place next
week.

Broadland is a safe place to live and work thanks to the work done by the
council and its partners and the Safer Neighbourhood Action Panels. Broadland
achieved White Ribbon Status for the work it does in combatting domestic
violence.
Key projects for keeping older and vulnerable people safe include Winter
Warm Schemel Grow Your Community and Dementia Friendly Community
programmes.
The Early Help Hub and Tots to Teens are programmes run to support and
develop young people.
Planning and development is still a major challenge, particularly in the Norwich
Policy area where there remains a shortfall in the five-year land supply. The
review of local plans for the Greater Norwich authorities is under way and is
expected to be completed by late 2020.
2016 saw Broadland's second (Community At Heart Awards' recognising the
massive contribution that individuals and community groups make to the
quality of life in Broadland.

All Saints Freethorpe. St. Andrew's Wickbampton.
Report for the Parish Council 2017
All Saints, Freethorpe and St. Andrew's Wickhampton continue to be open every
day during daylight hours.

Freethorpe Church:
There is a service in church every Sunday at 11.00am. Members of our church
are in the Open the Book team which, every two weeks, dramatizes a Bible Story
for the children and includes the children as actors. Members of our church took
part in the Reedham Passion Play this Easter which has taken up a lot of time and
energy but was a great success with over 500 people attending.
Two weddings will be conducted at All Saints Church this year and there are
several Christenings during this year. It is always a pleasure to welcome families
on these special occasions.
The Church Garden party in the autumn raised over £900 and was a really good
afternoon. We had two Coffee mornings which raised another £252.
A new altar rail kneeler is nearly completed and the Bishop of Thetford is
coming to our Carol Service on Sunday 17th December to dedicate the kneeler.
This is a morning service and we hope that many people from our village will
join us on the day.
Church members and others work in the churchyard but we really appreciate and
value the assistance we have from the Parish Council to maintain the churchyard.
This year we are looking into the possibility of purchasing a Composting Toilet
to place within a wooden building in the churchyard. We will be fundraising to
make this possible, but we hope we can achieve it as it will help those who attend
our church for weddings, funerals and Christenings.

Wickhampton Church:
Wickhampton Church was disappointed to be unsuccessful in getting a Lottery
Heritage Grant in order to repair the church tower and provide a toilet. We had
raised funds ourselves towards the cost. We had an Open Day and a 24 hour
sponsored Bible Marathon. The Marathon raised just under £3,000. Although we
did not achieve the grant, we are still hoping to provide a Composting Toilet for
visitors and for those attending weddings and funerals
Weare currently using another grant to maintain the medieval wall paintings
which are so interesting to visitors.
We are holding an Art Exhibition in the church from 1st - 8th July. There will be
paintings, ceramics and drawings and many artists are taking part.
There was one wedding at Wickhampton last year and another is planned for
August this year.

LomaAllies
Associate Priest
Acle & Bure to Yare Benefice

Freethorpe First Responders
Report to Freethorpe Parish Meeting 2017

The First Responders now have 9 volunteers but unfortunately
only 8 are responding
at the moment due to ill health. We will shortly be looking for
more volunteers as one of our members has reached the big 70
and three more are approaching the same milestone.
During the year March 2016 to February 2017 we have been
relatively busy and we have attended a total of 144 calls as a
group, 34 being those in Freethorpe and Wickhampton

It should be pointed out once again that when 999 is called it is
not guaranteed that a First Responder will appear. It all depends
on the following criteria
1.
2.
3.
4.

Is there a Responder on duty?
Is the patient over 2 years of age?
Is the patient suffering from "Trauma'?
Have the Ambulance Control Centre contacted us?

The majority of callouts we receive are for "Shortness of Breath"
or" Breathing Difficulties", but we are finding that we are now
called out to "Falls". Provided the above criteria is met our
Responders will do their best to attend. If the call is for a Cardiac
Arrest the Responders will attend provided someone is on duty. As
a group we provide well over 1000 hours per month being on call
ready to attend to patients.
The group continues to check the four De Fibs (provided by the
group) situated in the Villages at Cantley Village Hall, Freethorpe
Village Hall, Reedham Riverside and Moulton Garden Centre with
the group providing the consumables within The cabinets. Please
would anyone finding that there is a problem with the machine let
me know.

We would not have been able to continue our volunteer work
without the support of the general public.
We have also received donations from everyone through our box
in Freethorpe Post Office and also from Billy and Jean George of
Cantley from their Charity Stall. One of our main sources of
income is donations in lieu of flowers when a person passes away,
particularly when we have been called out when the person was
taken ill. Some of the local Parish Councils also give us a donation.
We are continuing to arrange for Junior First Aid Training in the
three local schools for year 6 children, they are the Responders of
the future. The best young first Aider receives a shield in memory
of Liam Smith who tragically died at an early age whilst a pupil at
Reedham School. I am currently trying to organise this for this
year.
My thanks to everyone who has supported us during the last
twelve months and also to the Responders because without them
we would be unable to serve the community

Margaret Ditcham
Coordinator

Freethorpe First Responders

24th April 2017

Freethorpe FCAnnual Report to Parish Council 2017

Freethorpe FC have in season 2016/2017

8 teams. Three adult teams

First Team, Reserve Team and Ladies Team and Five youth teams at
U8, Ull,

U12, U14 and U16. This is considerably

less than when the

record team count was 14 some years ago. The club has found it
difficult to maintain the momentum

of previous years when awards

and grants were being chased to fund the MUGA and the Community
Pavilion. Next season will see more changes to the youth teams as
older ones drop out and hopefully younger teams are formed.
With the demise of ll-a-side

adult football a national concern we

continue to shoot above our weight and run 2 men's teams in the
Anglian Combination

on a Saturday and a Ladies team in the Norfolk

ladies League. All who visit our ground always congratulate

us on the

excellent facilities of which we are very proud. We would like to
thank the Village Hall for the continued

support and maintenance

of

the facilities and the Parish Council for the grass cutting of the
pitches.
The Football club contribute

a considerable

amount of money to the

facility some £2800 this year. Of which £1800 is hire fees and £1000
as an MUGA contribution.
The Club has just passed its annual FA Charter Standard health check
which ensures best practice at all times with child welfare the
number 1 priority. The club has been awarded FA Charter Standard
Development

club status.

Our major concern is the sustainability
in operation

of the MUGA which has been

24/7 since its opening in 2006.This facility allows all our

teams to train throughout the year and we use it 4 evenings per
week 2 hours per session.
The projected lifespan of the surface was 10 to 15 years and this has
been confirmed by the maintenance contractors who maintain the
surface every 6 months. The MUGA maintenance fund was set up at
conception to provide funds for annual maintenance and
replacement of surface. This fund has been severely depleted by
increased costs and the major £10,000 regeneration that took place
5 years ago which was not budgeted for.
The only contributors to this fund have been the Fe and the school,
although as insisted on by Barclays the MUGA is available for the use
of the general public free of charge for occasional use. The projected
cost of a replacement surface is £30,000.The surface has approx. 4
years life left.
A community plan needs to be formulated by the stakeholders and
main users (The Parish Council, The Village Hall, The Social Club,
Freethorpe FCand Freethorpe CPSchool) to prevent the demise of
this wonderful facility and to ensure we don't find ourselves back
where we were in 2005.
The Football club still seeks lito provide football for all for life" at an
affordable and safe venue.

Annual County Council Report to Acle Parish. 8th April 2017
I have spoken in the past about the Tym reports - the Norfolk employment

growth study

and looking at the economic impacts of the NOR. Asking the question of Norfolk: What does
it want to do with itself? Expand and become better trained and more efficient or remain a
somewhat slow-paced County, living at a more relaxed pace and filled with a population
with low self-esteem? Events have in fact made that decision for us.
~
The opening of the remaining section of the Ai! has transformed access to the County and
encouraged outsiders to view Norfolk as a potential business centre. From Norwich Business
Park back down the road and then along the A14 to Cambridge this has become a
technology corridor.
Unfortunately this has been slowed by our lack of a skilled work force. Hence our
concentration on Apprenticeships from schools and from local businesses. I am pleased to
tell you that I have got Acle Academy signed up to recommend our scheme to its pupils.
At County this year we have had to face the decision to turn down the proposed Devolution
scheme, which would have involved linking with Suffolk and accepting an overall Mayor. We
have continuing problems with Children's services. Three new chiefs this year alone! The
problem seems to be poor middle management. The new chief seems to getting behind this
and has been recognised by Ofsted as moving in the right direction.
During May we had a change of control within the County, moving from the Rainbow
Alliance to the Conservatives with an overall majority of one. This has meant a change of
policy as to financial control. The recent budget has shown that we have cleared all old
debts from Children's Services and Adult Social Care. At a cost of about 20 Million. They start
with a clean sheet but with clear instruction that they cannot have any more overspends.
They will have to provide regular, comprehensive accounts to show this. It is called living
within one's means!
The building of the NOR is running to plan but has suffered extra costs largely due to the
railway's insistence on piling around certain stretches of the line .
...,...---

=-

Lingwood is the second largest village within the Acle Division. In fact it is only about JBo
properties smaller than Acle. Both villages are unique, totally different from one another.
Both sustainable and both successful. Lingwood has had a remarkable year with the new
Village hall and sports complex opening. All undertaken by the village with remarkably little
help from outside. The County did play its part with helping the land swap but this was
strictly on a commercial basis. This follows on from the new school. So the whole of station
road has changed and for the better. The role of a County Councillor for both Acle and
lingwood is to act as a behind the scenes facilitator and on occasions as an advisor. Contacts
and experience help in this direction. Projects for the future include the development of the
School in Chapel road and changes to bus routes.

(

\

In Acle we have funded the new flood relief scheme and carried out road improvements
around New Road and the Hermitage. This has shown a big change in the view as you drive
through on the A1064.

Freethorpe
This village has this year had issues over Permissive paths which effect dog walkers who have to
use main roads when walking. County is trying to determine some of these issues and obtain grants
towards paying for path upkeep. Speeding through the village is a continuing problem in
Freethorpe. All we can do is apply constant pressure on Drivers to slow down. Flooding is an issue
but not as bad assay for instance Acle. The County monitors flooding on a continuous basis.
Incidentally the Caister depot and office is now closed and Highways have moved to Aylsham.lt is
too early to decide h67A'much this will effect us. John Cotton has been our local man for years and
the fact that he will now be based in Aylsham may mean that he will not be able to give us the
service that we have all come to expect.
Brian Iles

Parish Clerk:
Stephen Williamson
01493296036
E-Mail:

freethorpe.pc@gmail.com

FREETHORPE
Parish Council
Chair: Nick Spencer
Vice-Chair: David Lake

46 Moorhen Way
Kingfisher Park
Burgh Castle
Norfolk
NR319FJ

From The Parish Clerk's Office
Thanks to the Chairman, Vice Chair and all other Councillors for their help and
support during the year, I would like to welcome Peter Lamb as our recently
co-opted Councillor which brings the Parish Council to its full strength of
seven. Thanks also to the Norfolk and Broadland Councillors for their regular
attendance at meetings throughout the year and also to John Fleetwood for
his continuing excellent work within the Community.
I would also like to thank Linda Boyle for her annual work on the audit, the
audit for the last Council year should be available for the June meeting, and
this year, for the first time will be available to see on the newly created Parish
website which is part of the Village Hall website run by Stephen Smith thanks to him for his initial work - Council Minutes for the past five years are
now available to everyone as well as other information and contact points and
information. You should be able to navigate to these page from the main
page on the Village Hall website, but if you wish to have the direct link I can
supply this tonight or you can e-mail me.

httD:llwww.freethorpeviliagehall.com/index.asp?pageid=666459
The Parish entered the current Council year on 1st April 2017 with a healthy
bank balance of £9.910.99 - this has since been added to by the first half of
the 2017-18 Precept from Broadland District Council and prior to tonight's
meeting there is some £14,250 within the current account. The second half of
the precept is due in late September and other income will be received from
recycling credits and VAT reclaims. The Parish Council also has reserve
monies available in an interest bearing account - as of 1st April the balance
was £10,059.61 and this too has been added to by annual interest and the
balance is now just under £10,100.
Very lastly just for your information, I am due to be having a minor operation
on my wrist at the beginning of June, although this is minor, my hand will be
heavily bandaged for 7-10 days and this may restrict my use of the computer,
so if you need to contact me during this time the telephone is better.

Freethorpe and Wickhampton Parish Council
Annual Report of the Parish Tree Wardens
John Fleetwood and Andrea Rowlands
15 May 2017

We are very pleased to report a successful if somewhat quiet year. Whilst in previous years we have been
able to report large projects, major buildings, etc, this year has been a matter of consolidating past efforts
and building on the foundations we have laid.
The core of our success continues to be the Parish Council's Junior Tree Wardens. In the only scheme of its
kind in the country, the Junior Tree Wardens continue to display dedication and commitment.
No matter
what the weather (and we always manage to hold our meetings on the coldest, wettest and windiest
mornings of the year) they arrive on time, work hard learn a great deal and, above all, do it all with a smile on
their faces.
They have planted trees, tended trees planted in the past, cleared ground, cleared an overgrown area of a
resident's garden for her and will return to clear a further area, prepared written tree safety surveys for the
Parish Council and helped John obtain a Tree Preservation Order for four oaks in the village, one of which is
over four hundred years of age.
We are pleased that this summer we have been able to arrange site visits for our Junior Wardens. This
coming Saturday will see the first of those when we shall visit the Raveningham Estate. Although the estate
will be closed to the public that day, Andrea has been able to obtain permission for us to visit free of charge.
It will be a great learning opportunity fnr the Juniors.
Raveningham will be followed on 17 June by a visit to Wrongs Covert, a 25 acre ancient woodland in the
Wen sum Valley. It is a wonderful pace and we are grateful to the owner Kathy Harris for kindly allowing us
free access to the site.
.
Then on 15 July we shall visit Oakhill Wood in Brundall, a small but very interesting copse where the Juniors
can practice some practical skills, maybe with a BBQ to follow?
We are enormously proud of our Junior Wardens and to mark the parish's appreciation of their efforts we ask
the Council Chairman to present those here tonight with certificates of service. It may just be a piece of
paper but we trust that it show what outstanding citizens they are.
In addition, we have again decided to have an annual Junior Tree Warden of the Year award for outstanding
performance and effort.
Last year we had two outstanding wardens,
and
] lias continued
to quietly show a very good knowledge and completes every task we give her perfectly. Althoug~
has
now moved on from Freethorpe School he continues to serve as a Junior Warden and does so in the same
outstanding fashion as last year.
We must mention
who quietly (or at least fairly quietly) gets on with her tasks and always
completes them ... eventually. Seriously though,
Wi is to be congratulated on a sound improvement this
year and we have great hopes for her in the coming years.
There can only be one Junior Tree Warden of the Year though and this year we have a Warden whose
efforts have resulted in an outstanding improvement and great promise for the future. Such effort and
improvement just have to be acknowledged, so the Junior Tree Warden of the Year for 2016-2017 is

We must give thanks to the Conservation
continued funding for our projects.

Team at Broadland

District Council for their most generous

5m3 of bark chippings for the school sensory garden (goodness knows where it all goes every year!).
3 quince and 3 medlar to add to our orchard at the school.
For the Junior Tree Wardens the Council kindly provided 4 pairs junior secateurs, 2 pairs of junior loppers, 2
pairs of junior shears and 3 flexi-tubs. These are not toys but expensive, junior-sized versions of high quality
tools.
Our work around the school continues and here we must recognise the wonderful co-operation we always
received from Rachel Quick who, sadly, has now moved 'on to pastures new. She always encouraged us
and valued our work.
Luckily, Mrs Maureen Burns, the Interim Executive Head Teacher, has already expressed an interest in what
we are doing and has even expressed a wish to join us one morning with the Junior Tree Wardens. We are
confident that Mrs Burns will continue where Rachel Quick left off.
During this summer we shall be surveying the whole parish, noting and mapping all ash trees in order to
evaluate the probable liability resulting from Chalara fraxinea commonly known as ash dieback. The outlook
is still very bleak with very few ash trees expected to survive for any length of time.
As we carry out the survey, we shall record any notable trees of other species worthy of Tree Protection
Orders and apply for Orders where such trees appear threatened.
Needless to say we shall remain available to answer queries from parishioners and give assistance, free of
charge, wherever and whenever required.

John Fleetwood and Andrea Rowlands

