Tree: Heather, Celtic: Ur, Gaelic: Fraoch
Made By :Black Isle Writers Group

Location: Bird hide in car park overlooking
Munlochy Bay, Munlochy

e Celts believed heather to have healing
properties and to be a great cleansing agent,
breaking up blockages in the body. It was also used
for making brooms, a further link to cleansing,
cleaning and purity.

Heathers totem creature, the bee, was believed to

carry messages between this world and the next.

At the top of the mosaic two bees can be seen
ying o to the heavens.

e image in the centre of the panel shows the
summer solstice complete with standing stone and
setting sun, summer being the time when heather
isin full ower blanketing hills and moors in rich
purple.

Heather was also used for making mead so its no
surprise that romance, intoxication and attraction
are also associated with it.

Although there is none of the moorland most
associated with an abundance of heather on the
Black Isle, patches can be found growing in much
of the local woodland.

e Scots Pine is an iconic tree of Scotland and
the Caledonian Pine forest in the Highlands is the
only remaining true pine forest in Britain.

Scots pine trees usually live for around 200 years
but the oldest recorded specimen was 700 years
old. Its thick tough bark with akey coppery
orange near the top of the trunk make it easy to
recognise. Finches love the seeds of the Scots pine
and are o en to be found in pine forests. Owls
nest in these trees so Avoch Primary School have
included owls on their mosaic.

e Celts used the resin produced by Scots pine
trees to make torches and it was known as the
re tree. e trees were also used to create huge
bon res at the winter solstice to celebrate the
passing of the seasons when glades of pine would
be decorated with lights and shiny objects as can
be seen on the trees in this mosaic.

e Celts also used pine trees to mark important
burial sites of warriors, chiefs and heroes, linking
the trees with reverence and remembrance.

Tree: Pine, Celtic: Ailim, Gaelic: Giuthas
Made by: Avoch Primary School
Location: Avoch Primary School, Avoch
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Tree: Birch, Celtic: Beith, Gaelic: Beithe
Made By: Fortrose Academy 4th yr ASDAN Group
Location: Fortrose Academy Main Entrance, Fortrose

Birch is a pioneer tree, the rst to colonise the
wilderness. It can be seen growing all over the
Black Isle, 0 enin areas where woodland has been
felled. To the Celts it signi ed beginnings and had
links to fertility. e Gaelic name for Birch, Beithe,
also means inception or beginning.

Known as the Lady of the Woods, birch, is one
of the rst to come into leaf in spring. lIts dainty
leaves and open canopy make the earth beneath
birch trees welcoming to other vegetation. In the
autumn its tiny leaves turn a beautiful golden
yellow.

Birch wood is tough and exible, it burns well
and makes useful kindling. e distinctive silvery
white bark of the birch has been used as parchment
and for dressings, whilst birch sap, collected in the
spring, has uses including the treatment of kidney
stones or bladder problems and the making of
beer, wine and vinegar.

e sun features quite strongly in the mosaic
because Birch is associated with the sun, passion,
energy and growth as well as renewal. All lovely
qualities to link to the young people at the Academy.

Holly was seen as King of the Wintertime during
Celtic times. Its Celtic name means sacred tree
and is also the Celtic word for re. e wood of
the holly tree creates a erce re, and the word
tinder relating to kindling res is derived from
this Celtic word.

Its dark green prickly leaves and bright red berries
that provide a valuable food source for birds make
it easily recognisable.

e Celtic people associated holly with courage
and male energy, vitality and strength. e totem
bird for holly is the Robin as depicted on Culbokie
Out of School Clubs design.

Tree: Holly, Celtic: Tinne, Gaelic: Cuileann
Made By: Culbokie Out of School Summer Club
Location: Culbokie Church Centre, Culbokie




Tree: Blackthorn, Celtic: Straif, Gaelic: Draighiann
Made By: Culbokie Youth
Location: Findon Hall, Culbokie

In Celtic folklore the Blackthorn tree is associated
with darkness, the unknown and the mysterious.
In Scotland it is said that the winter begins when
the goddess of winter, Cailleach, strikes the ground
with her Blackthorn sta .

Blackthorn is one of the few trees that blossoms
before it produces leaves, with an o en abundant
display of tiny white owers showing up in stark
contrast against its dark branches and long thorns.
Blackthorn trees fruit in the autumn bearing sloes,
which are at their best a er a hard frost and are
traditionally used for avouring gin.

e Celtic people understood from this that
blessingscomea erachallenge, and it was thought
that Blackthorn gave the strength to accept and
persevere in the face of adversity.

Blackthorn is found all over the Black Isle and is
common in hedgerows as its dense habit and sharp
thorn-covered branches are ideal for keeping
livestock in.

e pupils at Tore Primary School based their
design on the Hazel tree and the panels at either
side of the design show the leaves, fruit and

owers of the tree. e centre panel features a red
squirrel, hazel nuts being a favourite food source
for these delightful but shy animals, which can be
seen in woodland across the Black Isle.

In the top right corner is the Ogham symbol for
A. In the centre at the bottom of the design is a
salmon which features in a mythical tale where
hazelnuts were believed to be the source of great
wisdom. e salmon ate hazelnuts that had fallen
into its river; it was then caught and eaten by a man
who as a result became extremely knowledgeable
and wise.

Tree: Hazel, Celtic: Coll, Gaelic: Calltainn
Made By: Tore Primary School
Location: Tore primary School, Tore




Tree: Oak, Celtic: Duir, Gaelic: Darach
Made By: Members of Resolis Friendship Group
Location: Resolis Hall, Resolis, Balblair

e oak was considered a hugely powerful
tree amongst the Celts. Its tendency to attract
lightening, as depicted in the top right hand
corner of the mosaic, and its longevity, make the
Oak a powerful and life-a rming symbol. It
has associations with strength, stability, loyalty,
honour and wisdom.

Considered King of the Trees, it is attractive to
a huge range of insects and wildlife, and with
its distinctive wavy-edged leaves and acorns in
the autumn is one of our most easily identi ed
trees. Oak timber was traditionally used for boat
building as illustrated in the bottom le of the
mosaic. e Celts believed that door made of oak
would keep out evil spirits.

Willow was thought by the Celts to be a very
feminine tree; its silvery leaves were associated
with the moon, creativity, intuition and emotion.
Birds, hares and swans are all totem animals of the
willow and two swans can be seen in the mosaic
made by Fortose Academy.

O en found growing by marshland, ponds and
rivers, willow trees have a strong connection
with water. Willow is able to thrive in extremely
challenging environments and can take root
from a single branch. is ability to regenerate
is demonstrated at several Black Isle primary
schools where pupils have created living shelters
cra ed from willow sticks pushed into the ground
and woven together which have taken root and
sprouted.

Because of its exible nature and long slim
branches willow is ideal for basket making and
fencing whilst willow charcoal is the best for
drawing. e tree also has medical properties with
the bark and leaves being a source of aspirin.

Tree: Willow, Celtic: Saille, Gaelic: Seileach
Made By: Fortrose Academy 6th yr ASDAN Group
Location: Entrance to Fortrose Library, Fortrose






















