Kiltarlity News
Published by Kiltarlity Community Council

Issue No. 28

SPRING 2012

Druim Ba wind farm
Public Inquiry process begins

K

iltarlity Hall was packed
with local people on March
15th for the Druim Ba Public Inquiry ‘pre-examination’ meeting.
Members of the public had been
invited by the Scottish Government to attend the meeting which
was the start of proceedings for the
Public Inquiry and the attendance
indicated the concern and interest
which the wind farm proposal has
produced. Local councillors Drew
Hendry, Helen Carmichael, and
Margaret Davidson were in the
audience.
The Reporter, appointed by the Scottish
Government to consider all the material
facts of this application, Mr Dan Jackman BA (Hons) MRTPI, discussed with
the main parties who will participate in
the Inquiry (the ‘relevant parties’) the
procedure and topics to be covered. The
parties are: the applicant, DBSE (Druim
Ba Sustainable Energy), and their legal
firm, Dundas & Wilson; the Highland
Council; campaign group Druim Ba Say
No; the Community Councils who have
objected to the proposal (Kiltarlity, West
Inverness and Kilmorack), a local residents’ group, Ms C Stanton and Scottish
Rights of Way and Access Society (who
were not present).
Although there was some uncertainty at
the meeting over the venue and start date
the Reporter has now confirmed that the
Inquiry will take place in Kiltarlity Hall
and start on Tuesday 26th June. The anticipated length of the Inquiry is two
weeks maximum.
It should be noted that members of the
public are entitled to attend the Inquiry
sessions and may enter and leave

quietly at any time.
With a proposal for 23 turbines at
nearly 500 feet in height, situated within 2km of 44 homes, sessions of particular concern and relevance to local
residents and businesses are likely to
be
'National
Planning
Policy',
'Landscape and Visual Impact', 'Noise',
and to a lesser degree, 'Tourism' and
'Shadow Flicker'. However a range of
other relevant issues will also be considered at the Inquiry.
The Reporter will be making several
site visits, both alone and accompanied, so as to have a very strong
knowledge of the area, how the wind
farm will sit in the landscape, and the
proximity of turbines to dwellings,
before he begins listening to the evidence presented to him. The Reporter
will also have read every letter of rep-
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resentation, all statutory and nonstatutory consultee’s reports, all correspondence to and from the Government
and concerned parties, and the Environmental Statement in its entirety (over
2000 pages).
This Public Inquiry has been triggered
by Druim Ba Sustainable Energy's decision to appeal after the Highland Council
Planning Committee unanimously rejected their wind farm proposal in September of last year. The Highland Council
and the other opposing parties will now
have an opportunity to show the Reporter
that their rejection is well founded and is
also in the interests of the local communities. And it will give DBSE the opportunity to justify their proposed wind
farm.
Marching to the meeting, but this one’s
the Lib Dems Conference at Eden
Court.. Story on Page 2.
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Scottish Liberal Democrats
Spring Conference

Appeal

by

Druim Ba Say No

Lyndsey Ward of Druim Ba Say No

O
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n Saturday 3rd March there was
a gathering of around 80 people
at Inverness Castle, representing
many more from communities all over
Scotland, protesting at the proliferation of industrial wind farm development.
They heard an address by Pat Wells,
convenor of Stop Highland Wind
Farms Campaign, before marching to
Eden Court where the Scottish Liberal
Democrats were holding their party conference. The protesters followed the
'Wake for the Wild' coffin that was originally carried to the wind farm site at
Dunmaglass, Strathnairn, to mourn the
loss of the wild places to wind farm development.
There was a second address at Eden
Court and protesters spoke to Lib Dem
members as they passed by, trying to
convey their very real concerns to them.
The organisers had hoped to have a
meeting with Ed Davey, the new Energy
Secretary who has replaced Chris
Huhne. However, Mr Davey was too
busy meeting people from the renewa-

bles sector to meet with the demonstrators.
Alistair Carmichael MP and Liam
McArthur MSP met with a small delegation who later expressed concern
at the lack of knowledge, regarding the
impact of large wind developments on
communities, the two elected members
appeared to have. It is worrying if
people who are supposed to represent
us are far removed from the reality of
the devastation caused to communities
by such developments.
With the Public Inquiry for Druim Ba
soon to begin no one can fail to see
how life for people in the Kiltarlity community will never be the same
again and how the landscape will
change forever if this inappropriate
development somehow manages to slip
through the net. It is an unthinkable
scenario and if the people that govern
us need to find out more about
the impact of these industrial wind
farms on communities then surely now
is the time to do it.

on behalf of

T

he Druim Ba Say No campaign
group has been working hard
since July 2010 to stop Druim Ba Sustainable Energy’s wind farm proposal.
The developers, despite a unanimous
rejection by Highland Council, are
appealing through public inquiry.
We have raised a lot of money over the
past twenty months, towards raising
awareness and providing evidence prior
to the Highland Council decision. Druim
Ba Say No is currently helping to fund
some of the costs incurred for visual
evidence by the objecting local community councils .
However, our group, independently,
has been offered legal and professional
help at a considerably reduced rate - in
the region of £10,000. Small contributions are coming forward, but often by
the same people. In these tough economic times, residents are finding it difficult
to hand over large amounts of money.
So, I am asking if you would be willing to make a contribution, of any size.
Any amount contributed adds up quickly
and is greatly appreciated. We have
managed to raise the funds required thus
far by applying this ‘approach’. I sincerely hope you will assist us if you can.
Some residents who have made donations would like to remain anonymous;
we have a bank account whereby donations can be made directly into the account. I will provide details below. However, if you wish to send a contribution
direct to me, see my address below. All
donations remain confidential.
Bank of Scotland
Account Name: Druim Ba Say No
(cheques made payable)
Account no. 10244066
Sort code: 802260
Druim Ba Say No strongly feel this
wind farm proposal is too large for the
area and will have a long-term detrimental impact on the areas around it. We
feel the developers have been extremely
insensitive and inconsiderate in their
choice of sites. The consensus of opinion
is that should this wind farm be permitted, it will be ‘open season’ in Scotland
for this proliferation. I hope you can help
us to stop it.
Denise Davis
White House
Kiltarlity
By BEAULY
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Kiltarlity Church of Scotland
Vacancy
The Kiltarlity and Kirkhill congregations have been returned to a state of uncertainty with the unfortunate resignation
of Rev Kobus Smit who has returned to South Africa. Kobus failed to get a high enough score in the new more difficult
English test set for ministers of religion and certain other groups of workers wishing to be employed in Britain. Kobus
returned briefly to say goodbye to the two congregations on Sunday 12th February.
Rev. Edgar Ogston, Beauly, has been appointed Interim Moderator and arrangements are being made for the probably
lengthy period during which the congregations will not have a permanent minister and to start the process of appointing
a new minister.

Easter Service
A joint Easter Sunday service with Communion was held in Wardlaw Church. It was taken by Rev. Stuart Frizzell and
also featured the singing of the ‘Celestial Choir’ and an Easter egg hunt for the children after the service.

Raise the Roof
The Raise the Roof fund for the refurbishment of the Tomnacross Church roof had reached almost £8,000 by 9th March
with still some way to go to reach the target of £20,000. A very successful and enjoyable Quiz Night on 24th February
had raised £240 and a good attendance made further contributions at the free performance in the Church of the Inverness Gospel Male Voice Choir on Friday 13th April.
There is to be a Car Treasure Hunt with barbeque on Friday 11th May (£25 a car), and a Silent Auction (with
glass of wine) in Achnagairn House on 5th June (£5 entry). Forthcoming but not yet finalised are a Sponsored
Walk/Cycle and a Ceilidh. Plans are also afoot for Belladrum oin 3rd and 4th August.
You can buy a slate for £6 or nail for £1 by contacting Louise Watson on 741876, and attractive tea towels (£3) and
bags (£3) can be bought at the village shop or from the Church. (See contact details below.) These last two items feature
a line drawing of the church.

Open the Book
The Open the Book Team, who were already visiting Kirkhill School, were invited by Mrs Josephine Offord, Head
teacher, Tomnacross Primary to present their programme to her P1 - 4 pupils, and the team have been telling Bible stories to Tomnacross pupils since February.
Open the Book is a programme designed for primary age children which uses the Lion Storytellers Bible to deliver the
stories and message of The Bible through narration, mime and acting and with the help of some costumes and props.
The volunteers present an activity which is great fun and very worthwhile for those who are comfortable working with
this age group.

Burns Night
The Burns Night Supper with Kirkhill took place on Saturday, 28 January 2012 in Brockies Lodge Hotel and a good
time was, predictably, had by all.

Foodbank
Elizabeth Fraser is currently arranging the delivery of further Kiltarlity donations outwith any appeal and throughout
the year. Donations and monetary donations can be left at the Church entrance or given direct to Elizabeth. Highland
Foodbank would welcome the following items from Kiltarlity donors: tinned potatoes, long life fruit juice, tins of
mince, custard and rice pudding.

Gospel Choir
Inverness and District Gospel Male Voice Choir entertained a full church with an inspiring Concert on Friday 13th
April. Although it was free the audience, as noted above, gave generous donations to Raise the Roof funds.
CONTACTS:
Interim Moderator Rev. Edgar Ogston 782 648, E-mail: edgar.ogston@macfish.com; Session Clerk - David
Garvie 741 038; Sunday School – Linda MacKenzie 741 313 / Anneliese Garvie 741 038; The Parishioner – Iain
and Rosemary Mortimer 782 648, E-mail – iain.mortimer1@btinternet.com
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LETTERS
Casting a spelling
The letter below was published in the
Sunday Herald in response to a comment in the newspaper’s regular Diary
Column. The writer (01463 741342)
would welcome any possible explanation other than the obvious ones of historical uncertainty or consistent
spelling not always being a priority in
Kiltarlity or anywhere else..
The Editor
Sunday Herald
Dear Sir
Alan Taylor’s Diary (22 nd January) informs us that Dumbarton is spelt with an
“M”, while Dunbartonshire is spelt with
an “N”. This fact is well known to most
Scots, never mind local people and the
occasional pedant like myself.
There are many other Scottish examples
of variable place name spelling, often
accepted without comment. I live in an
Inverness-shire crofting community
known as Kinerras. Being on a ridge, part
of it is also referred to on Ordnance Survey maps as Druimkinnerras with an extra “N”.
Our old local graveyard has tombstones
from the nineteenth century onwards with
further variations, such as only one “R”.
Some including the most recent one from
the year 2,000, have one N” and one “R”
which suggests a peaceful solution appropriate to a graveyard.
Residents are content to let the “Ns” and
“Rs” fight it out without comment, while
we go along with our helpful local road
sign.
Yours sincerely
F. Greenlaw
Kinerras
Kiltarlity

Litter in towns villages
and countryside
Dear Sir
What is wrong with people that they
can’t eat or drink whatever they have and
then TAKE THE EMPTY CONTAINERS HOME TO THEIR BIN. Instead we
see their litter all along verges in the
countryside. If they can carry a full container then surely they can carry the empty one to a bin. Have they no thought for
anything or anyone other than themselves
– their environment, for example?
Who do they think can clear it up after
them? The Council does not have the
manpower to clear all the verges of cans,

food containers, cigarette packets, etc.
nor should they have to, so it is often
collected by volunteers – people out for
a walk who are sick of seeing all the
rubbish.
Is it because we are a hand-out society and so some people have come to
expect everything to be done for us and
given to us by someone else?? The
Council Tax – for those who pay it –
might not need to be so high if we
thought outside of ourselves – to those
who have to clean up after us.
It is quite noticeable that many of the
drink cans along the verges and wherever else they land contained non alcoholic drinks – so is most, not all, of
this litter being thrown by young people on their way homeward?
Also lying around the countryside are
the sheets of black plastic used for
wrapping bales.
M Hanson
Allarburn Park
Kiltarlity
A Letter in Response to the Question:
“What is ‘First Sunday’?”
Dear Sir
Driving through the village or posted
on a bus stop, you have probably seen
a sign advertising ‘First Sunday’. Two
questions may have come to mind:
first, what is ‘First Sunday’, and secondly, why would I be interested in the
event?
First of all, ‘First Sunday’ is a nondenominational worship service for
Christians and ‘seekers’ to come and
hear about the glory of Jesus. The idea
of non-denominational is important:
Jesus never showed much interest in
toeing the party lines of his time. Following the Lord’s example, Christians
ought to demonstrate that their allegiance is finally to the universal church
of Jesus, not to any particular faction
or group. First Sunday is our opportunity locally to show the wider community that, beyond being ‘Free
Church’ or ‘Church of Scotland’ or
part of some other group, more importantly, we are members of the one
body of Jesus, the Church.
Secondly, ‘First Sunday’ is a time of
asking questions and seeking answers
from a biblical perspective. ‘First Sunday’ is not simply a time for Christians
to gather. On the contrary, anyone
looking for answers concerning how to
overcome the bondage of guilt, fear, or
shame, or anyone seeking to find a
larger purpose in life, is welcome to
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come along and participate in the event.
Thirdly, ‘First Sunday’ is a time of joyful celebration. One man recently told
me: “My experience of church has been
either being bored to tears or scared to
death.” Unfortunately, these feelings are
shared by many former church-goers
across the Highlands.
‘First Sunday’ is a time to remember
why the message of salvation is a reason
to rejoice and sing praise to God. As one
well-known preacher often says, “God is
most glorified in us when we are most
satisfied in Him.” ‘First Sunday’ is our
opportunity not just to hear about the joy
of salvation, but to come to know that
joy personally.
One more thing: ‘First Sunday’ is a
time of casual fellowship. This is not a
service to attend in your Sunday best,
shoes polished and shirt pressed. Instead,
simply come as you are and - might I
add - with an empty stomach because
there will be plenty of home-baking afterwards to fill up on. So if you are ever
free at 6:00pm on the first Sunday of the
month, know that you are personally
invited to come along.
Sincerely,
Joe Barnard
(The guy pulling the red buggy with the
bicycle)

Gorilla update

H

appy hibernation for the three
gorillas and their friends on the
tree high above the track leading to
Chapel Croft at Eskadale, came to a
sudden end late one evening in March.
They were rudely awakened from their
winter slumbers by the noise and smells
of the Big Fire on the hillside just across
the River Beauly. Days later, temperatures plummeted and they were inundated with a huge overnight snowfall. Then,
third time unlucky, and Baby Gorilla fell
out of their tree, but was spotted and
rescued by a local resident.
She is now sitting on the desk of Lisa
Kelly, Beauly/Denny community liaison
officer, awaiting return to her family
home.
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Kiltarlity SWRI
Report
Catherine MacRitchie
Secretary
We started the New Year with our
President wishing us all a Happy New
Year. The January meeting was a
Members’ Night.
At our February meeting we had a talk
from the charity Archie’s Ward and a
donation of £100 was made as we were
impressed by their work. In March we
had a grand tour of Achnagairn House
along with some amusing stories from
Shona and we also had our tea around a
lovely fire.
April was our Whist Drive night in aid
of Heart and Stroke Foundation for
which there was a good attendance; we
also had a Sales Table in the hope of
raising a good total.
Three ladies attended the Group Rally
and came home with a trophy thanks to
Alison’s efforts. We also send congratulations to the WRI Chair who came 3rd in
Perth on the 14th April, We are now
working hard for our Arts and Crafts
event on May 12th in Nethy Bridge when
we hope to retain our trophies.

GARDEN TREE
SURGERY
H & H BROWN, Bunchrew.
Tree Felling & Topping
Removal or Make Safe Damaged Trees
Fruit Tree Care
Tree Management
and Advice
Free Quotations
Public Liability Insurance
Phone Hugh 01463 713245
(Mobile) 07845 468540
www.h-h-brown.org

Community Council to adopt Highland
Community Benefit Policy

A

lthough
both
Kiltarlity
Community Council and
Highland Council have objected
to the Druim Ba wind farm application, the Community Council
has been strongly advised that
discussions should nevertheless
take place on the subject of the
community benefit which the developers would be prepared to
pay to local affected communities
- should the development be given
permission. Accordingly, at the
March meeting of Kiltarlity Community Council members agreed
that discussions should take place
with Druim Ba Sustainable Energy and that these should be in line
with Highland Council’s recently
formulated Community Benefit
Policy.
Highland Council’s Policy first seeks
a minimum payment to community
benefit funds of £5,000 per megawatt
of installed capacity per year (Retail
Price Index linked) and asks developers
to negotiate with Highland Council
acting on behalf of communities
(defined as community council areas).
One important advantage of applying
this formula is that communities will
stand to receive a guaranteed income
rather than being dependent on fluctuations in the electricity actually generated by turbines.
According to the Policy, Highland
Council will then decide which community council areas will be eligible to
receive the community benefit on offer
and the proportion each will be entitled
to. Each area will be divided into zones
which are 5, 10 and 15 kilometres from
the windfarm site and four Allocation
Factors will be applied. These are Proximity to Site, Visual Impact, Construction Impact and Number of Residences.
A system of weighting will be applied
and a sophisticated computer aided
method has been developed with the
aim if making the process as fair as
possible.
However, not all of the community
benefit from a particular wind farm will
be allocated to the affected local community council areas. Under Highland
Council’s Community Benefit Policy
an initial £100,000 will be paid into a

Local Fund for the benefit of the community council areas and of the remaining money 55% will also be paid into the
Local Fund. However, 30% will go to an
Area Fund and 15% to a Highland Fund.
The idea is that those places outside the
windfarm affected area will nevertheless
be able to share in the Benefit by applying to these funds.
The Area Fund will be available to
communities surrounding the development but within a much wider area than
that covered by the Local Fund. It will
consist of a number of Highland Council
wards. The Highland Fund will be available to communities throughout the
Highland Council region.
It should be stressed that it is not intended that community councils themselves will control or administer the Local Fund. Local Funds will be administered by some independent body such as
a trust or non-profit making company.
Similarly Highland Council will not
control the Area Funds or the Highland
Fund and none of the money should go
directly to any community council or to
the Highland Council, although community councils will be able to apply for
grants, along with other local organisations.
While supporting the idea of there being an agreed scale and distribution formula for Community Benefit, Kiltarlity
Community Council has expressed reservations on some of the details such as
the combinations of wards eligible for
the Area Fund (Aird and Loch Ness
would be in the area with the largest
number of wards and would be in competition with all the Inverness wards).
Members were also to some extent unhappy with the proportions to go the
three types of Fund and felt that the Local Funds should receive a larger share.
Although the Community Council is
raising these particular issues with Highland Council, an approach to the developers through Highland Council is being
made on the basis of the overall figure of
£5,000 per installed megawatt and distribution being left to Highland Council.
This is of course without prejudice to the
stand to be taken by Kiltarlity Community Council at the Public Inquiry opposing what they believe, however much
Community Benefit might be on offer,
to be a very unsuitable development for
our area and its residents.
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Lady Lovat
20th May 1917 –
3rdMarch 2012

L

ady Lovat, who has died
aged 94, was the widow of
the late Lord Lovat, and grandmother of the present Lord
Lovat.
Rosamund Broughton, was the
daughter of an English baronet and
married Lord Lovat in 1938 and
spent most of her life with Lord Lovat in Beaufort Castle until his heirs
incurred inheritance tax and other
debts of millions and the castle was
sold to Mrs Ann Gloag.
Lady Lovat and her family nevertheless retained some land and property on the Lovat Estate and after her
husband bequeathed the castle to his
heirs, Lady Lovat, found herself living in Balblair House, Kirkhill,
where she and her husband had
housed members of the Canadian
Forestry Corps during the Second
World War. Canadians later recalled
Lord and Lady Lovat inviting them
to Beaufort Castle as guests, including for mass and Christmas dinner.
Rosamond Delves Broughton was
born in London on 20 May, 1917, to
Major Sir Henry John "Jock" Delves
Broughton of the Irish Guards and
his wife Vera Edyth GriffithBoscawen; she had one sibling, her
elder brother (the future Major and
Sir) Evelyn Delves Broughton.

While Hitler was becoming an
increasing threat in Europe, she
married Simon Joseph Fraser, Lord
Lovat. The newly-weds took over
Beaufort Castle from his mother,
although it had been badly damaged in a fire in June 1937.
With the outbreak of war, Lord
Lovat joined the Lovat Scouts, the
regiment his father had founded,
but soon transferred to train commandos at Achnacarry. However,
only six days after D-Day he was
seriously wounded and, much to
his frustration as a commando leader, he was soon back home at Beaufort.
Although her husband survived
his near-fatal wound after D-Day
and lived for more than 50 further
years, Lady Lovat experienced
much family tragedy. Of four sons
and two daughters only one son and
her two daughters survive her. In
1994, two of her sons died, a year
ahead of their father. Their youngest son Andrew was killed by a
charging buffalo while on safari in
Tanzania at the age of 42, while
only a few days later, their eldest
son, Simon, who had incurred
heavy business losses which eventually led to the sale of Beaufort
Castle, died of a heart attack at the
age of 54 during a drag hunt near
the castle. Lord Lovat himself died
in 1995. A third son, the Right
Honourable Hugh Fraser died in
February last year at the age of 63.
The current Lord Lovat and chief
of the Fraser Clan is investment
manager Simon Fraser, grandson of
the war hero. One of his sisters is
Honor Fraser, formerly a top British fashion model.
Lady Lovat had moved to London
in recent years to be closer to most
of her family and died at her home
there. She is survived by her son
Kim, daughters Fiona and Tessa
and her grandchildren.
The funeral of Lady Rosamond
Lovat took place on a beautiful
spring day on 22nd March at St.
Mary’s Eskadale where was buried
alongside her husband in the family
plot.
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A large turnout of the Lovat Family,
including Simon Fraser, Lord Lovat,
friends, employees, ex-employees
and many local people attended Requiem Mass, celebrated by Archbishop
Mario Conti, assisted by Father Colin
Davies.
The Lovat family wish to express
their thanks to all who attended the
funeral and for the many kind wishes
conveyed to them.

Jean Trefusis Merry
15th May 1912 –
5th November 2011

J

ean Merry was the wife of
Lt. Col Eion Merry MC of
Belladrum until her husband
died in 1962, and the grandmother of the present owner of
Belladrum.
Born Jean Trefusis Crichton, her life
of almost a century began in London
where she was born the daughter of
the Hon Arthur Crichton, son of the
Earl of Erne, of Castle Crom, Co.
Fermanagh, Northern Ireland. As a
younger son, Arthur had left his native land and moved to London, there
to seek his fortune in the City. He
married Katherine Trefusis, from a
Cornish and Scottish Borders family,
and Jean was brought up in the elegant area of London just to the North
of Hyde Park and Marble Arch.
There she learnt to play the piano
beautifully, and by ear. Fred Astaire,
a friend of her older brother Michael,
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caught her trying to imitate his dancing and, seeing a natural talent, gave
her lessons.
On her marriage in 1933 to Eion,
then a young officer in the Royal
Horse Guards, The Blues & Royals,
Jean accompanied him, whenever his
leave allowed, to Belladrum House
(now the site of Belladrum Festival)
where her mother-in-law, the Hon
Ida Merry, ruled the roost in famously matriarchal style.
They would spend the stag stalking
season at Benula (the lodge was submerged by the Mullardoch hydro
scheme after the war), Belladrum
having no deer forest of its own. The
last Northern Meeting balls held in
Inverness before World War II which
she attended with Eion, echoed descriptions she had read of the Duchess of Richmond’s ball before Waterloo, as the young officers excitedly
discussed the coming conflict.
She saw Eion only once during the
war which she spent partly at Belladrum and otherwise at Lucknam
Park in Wiltshire which Eion had
bought in 1928. There she billeted
airmen and evacuees, served as an
Air Raid Warden and shot game and
rabbits to fill the larder.
After the war, Jean took a close interest in her husband’s establishment
of a herd of pedigree Aberdeen Angus. When Belladrum House was
pulled down she oversaw the move
to Phoineas House nearby.
After the death of Eion, Jean married Capt Montagu Lowry-Corry,
scion of another Northern Irish family, with whom she continued to
spend much of her time at Phoineas.
Although Belladrum Estate passed to
her daughter before Eion’s death,
Jean continued to run the estate on
behalf of her daughter whose marriage to an army officer meant long
years of living overseas. Jean was a
keen salmon fisher on the River
Beauly for many years and a very
accomplished practitioner of needlework.
Jean Merry is buried at Belladrum
Temple and is survived by her
daughter Davina, and her grandchildren Joe, James and Melissa Gibbs.

In your garden
Sue’s top tips for success with planting

Soil is everything!
Ground preparation is so important and very often overlooked. The better the soil
conditions you plant into the more likely your plant is to be healthy, disease resistant
and vigorous. When planting, a good rule of thumb is to dig a hole twice the width
and twice the depth of the pot size your plant is in. Remove weeds from around the
planting area. Remove large stones, break up the soil and mix with compost or well
rotted manure.

Additives
Add a small handful of bonemeal to the planting hole, or granular rose food if planting roses. Many plants benefit from adding Mychorrhizal fungi: coat the rootball with
the powder before planting. These fungi help encourage root establishment.

Watering
If the ground is dry then I think it helps to pour a watering can full of water into the
hole and let it soak in. Add some more water once you put the plant in the hole. Soak
the rootball of the plant in a bucket of water for an hour before planting.

Planting
Place the plant in the hole so that the base of the plant is level with the ground level not below or above. Whilst supporting the plant, backfill the hole with a mixture of
soil and compost and then firm around the plant base with your boot. If you are planting next to a wall or in a particularly dry area then bury a short length of pipe at the
side of the plant. If you then water into this pipe it will ensure that water reaches the
roots and doesn’t run off the surface.

Maintenance
For the first season after planting, water when conditions are dry. Once roots become
established the need for this diminishes unless the plant is in a dry area. Remove
weed growth from around the plant base. Weeds will compete with your plant for
moisture, light and nutrients, and they usually win! Mulch around the base of your
plant with compost or well rotted manure both in spring and in autumn. This mulch
breaks down slowly to improve both the texture and fertility of the soil.
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White winged Arctic visitors
by

Malcolm Harvey

The most notable ornithological event of this winter has been an
unprecedented influx of the normally scarce Iceland Gull which
breeds in Greenland and Arctic Canada (but not in Iceland where
it is only a winter visitor).
Usually only a small number appear each winter, mainly, but not exclusively, in the
northern harbours. However, from Christmas onwards large numbers started to appear in Shetland with many filtering on southwards. Right through to the end of
March they could be found in many areas of Scotland with quite a number also reaching England.
Numbers are now beginning to dwindle as they return to their breeding quarters in
the Arctic.
One day in January I decided to search around my home area to see if any of these
winter visitors were among the gulls here. Sure enough, I found one, a conspicuously
uniform white individual, present on Achnacloich Farm. The ease with which I found
this bird would suggest that with more effort, I could have found more elsewhere in
the area.
The Iceland Gull and its larger relative, the Glaucous Gull, also from the Arctic, are
easily distinguished from the more familiar larger gulls by the absence of black (or
black/brown in the case of immatures) on the wing tips. Many look almost uniformly
white which causes them to stand out quite conspicuously from the other gulls in a
flock.
The reasons for this influx remain a bit of a mystery. It was thought that it was more
than a coincidence that many arrived in the aftermath of severe northern storms, but
many continued to arrive during calmer weather afterwards which suggests this may
not have been a factor. In any case these gulls would be used to severe storms in their
northern wintering grounds. Also it is usually inexperienced juvenile birds which
appear in weather induced influxes but this was not the case here.
Other theories revolve around the possibility of food shortages in their wintering
grounds caused by fishing activity or as a result of the high sea ice loss in the Arctic
last year, or the melt season in Greenland being 30 days longer than average.
All this is speculation but if such influxes became a regular occurrence then maybe
these influxes would point to changes in the Arctic ecosystem affecting their food
supply.
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Advertising in
the Kiltarlity
News
We can offer space in the
Service Directory where we
will print a maximum of 30
words for a cost per issue
of £5.
Also, display/box advertisements which would have
up to 150 words and would
be approximately either 5
column centimetres ( 5 cm X
5 cm approx.) or 10 column
centimetres (ie twice as high
or twice as broad, though not
both). Cost per issue for a 5
cm box is £15 and for a 10
cm box £25. Other sizes
and designs can be arranged.
For next issue send your
requirements and text
by 31 July 2012 to:
rdmaclean5@berisay.co.uk,
or post to R D MacLean,
‘Berisay’, Culburnie, Kiltarlity IV4 7JJ (01463 741323).

ABC PLANT HIRE
DIGGERS AND DUMPERS
SKILLED OPERATORS
Tel: ANDY OR ALI
01463 741468
or
07999 352399
LOWER
DRUMNAGARRACHAN,
KILTARLITY
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iltarlity Community Council
has now elected office bearers for the current year. Re-elected
Chairman is Norman Grant, Secretary is Yvonne McDougall and
Treasurer is Dorothy Ward, also re
-elected. Ron MacLean will continue as Editor of Kiltarlity News.
Mrs McDougall has been co-opted
onto the Council and this brings the
Community Council up to its full
membership of eight. Yvonne takes
over as Secretary from Robbie Sheriffs who has been re-elected as a
member of the Council but had decided because of his work commitments not to stand again as Secretary.
Members thanked Robbie for standing in as Secretary in the period up to
the elections.
It has been agreed that CC Minutes
will in future be displayed on the notice board at the door of the Village
Store. They will also normally be
accessible on the Community Council’s website at www.kiltarlity.info
It has been agreed that at least two
K.C.C. members should attend the
public enquiry as this is the correct
platform to present the views of the

Community.
The Community Council is to
support Tomnacross School parents
with a contribution of £100 towards
their Outside Classroom project.
The price of the newsletter is to
be increased from 50p to 75p to
reflect increased costs.
The Chairman reported that TECS
have removed the sandbags and
signs and are looking into the cause
of the flooding affecting Balgate
Drive. Councillor Drew Hendry
agreed to collate a Schedule of
Works and take this up with other
similar concerns in the Ward.
Potholes: Following Community
Council representations, Council
members have been told that the
area has been inspected and some
potholes have been filled. It was
agreed that Council members
would continue to monitor and report on potholes.
Community Council members
recently attended Highland Council
information meetings on Community Benefit and a training event
run by Highland Council for new
and existing community Council
members across the Highlands.
Members also attended the recent
March meeting of Aird and Loch
Ness Ward Forum held at Brockie’s Lodge, Kiltarlity on Thursday

1st March. where the main topic was
Bus Services.
Following an approach to the Beauly Denny contractors about the nuisance being caused by the bright
white light at Fanellan shining directly into local homes, the light has
been switched off.
Following an approach by the
Community Council, posters about
dog fouling are to be designed by P6
Tomnacross Primary School children
for display in and around the village.
Kiltarlity Community Council has
been told of improvements to be
made to the road
between Beauly
and Bunchrew (A862). These will
include the road condition, including
speed adjustments, new signage and
law enforcement.
Community Council members have
been mystified by the disappearance
of the “Country Walk 1km” sign at
Black Burn and are to investigate.

COMMUNITY
COUNCIL
MEMBERS: Norman Grant,
Chairman (741532); Yvonne
McDougall, Secretary; Dorothy
Ward, Treasurer (741253);
Sandra Johansen; Ronald MacLean (741323); Hamish Maclennan (741312); Eunice Ramsden
(741447);
Robbie
Sheriffs
(741257).

Tomnacross Nursery Children Celebrating Success - Yee Haa!
Tomnacross Pre-school Nursery Children entered the Inverness Music Festival - Performed Songs competition with The
Stable Hoedown. They came first and received excellent feedback from the adjudicator who said that every child sang their
words clearly and commented on how well organised the
group was. The final comment was that she could perceive a
real sense of enjoyment from all the children.
This is the nineteenth year in a row that Tomnacross Nursery has won
this section led by Mrs Johnstone and her team. Mr Bell volunteered to
help by coming in once a week before the Festival and playing for them
on the day. A big thank you from the Nursery staff and children.
Mrs Johnstone, Nursery Assistant, said, “It gives a real sense of
achievement to the children and the school. Working with the Curriculum for Excellence and following the child’s interest helps when choosing a song. This year there were seven boys and one girl and all the children enjoyed dressing up as cowboys and cowgirl. The experiences the
children gained from learning the song, performing it to a large audience
and coming first has enabled each child to be a successful learner, a confident individual, a responsible citizen and an effective contributor.
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Burnside and Belladrum Mill

Kiltarlity Free Church of Scotland
Morning Service,
Crèche, Sunday School
and Bible Class,
each Sunday, at 11.00am

First Sunday
(informal evening worship)
on the first Sunday of the month
at 6.00pm

Burnside, (right) next to Belladrum Mill occupies a prominent position overlooking the junction of the Drumnadrochit
road (A833) and the road to Foxhole, Caiplich and
Abriachan.
Burnside was originally the Belladrum Estate factor’s house,
although it later came to be occupied by the miller. The original
mill house (above), now demolished, was much smaller, and
nearer to the Mill. (More in a later issue.)

Other activities and further
information, please click on
kiltarlity.freechurch.org
or call Kiltarlity 741099
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Christmas fun and songs
The Christmas Party remembered

Clockwise: Cath
Johnstone’s Pre-school
Nursery Children; Rachel MacRitchie; Amy
Henderson; Craig
MacRitchie; the Christmas Choir; Choir
singers; some of the
guests; Annie, Eilidh
and Shona-Lee.

The Christmas Party was as usual a great success with an
excellent Christmas Dinner provided by Brockies Lodge
and served by Robbie and his helpers. Hearty thanks must
go to them, to all the performers, to the Community Council’s organising group and volunteer waiters and waitresses, to all the .generous donors who funded hospitality and
Santa Claus, and to the said S Claus himself.
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Kiltarlity boy wins 2011 Inverness Area
Sports Council Award
by

Mieke White

Spring 2012

DRAINAGE DOCTORS
SEPTIC TANKS AND
SOAKAWAYS
REPAIRS AND
INSTALLATION
TEL: ANDY BAWDEN
01463 741468
or
ALI MATHESON
01349 877629

Bad News
story

C

ongratulations to Rowan White, Boys 12 and Under winner of Sports Personality of the Year 2011.
Rowan was presented with his trophy at the annual Inverness Area Sports Council
Awards ceremony in the Inverness Town House in December, a well deserved recognition after a year of excellent results in his chosen sport of Orienteering.
Rowan has now been selected out of the whole of Scotland to join the Scottish junior
Orienteering Squad 2012, as one of only two boys who are to be 13 in 2012 - whilst
Rowan's brother Callum has been reselected for a third year running.
Another Kiltarlity youngster - Kieran Watts - was awarded a trophy by Inverness
Orienteering Club for Most Improved Junior 2011. Well done!!
Meanwhile the 12 or so strong Charleston Academy Orienteering Squad (CHAOS)
have had training sessions at the school where they have worked on both the physical
and technical skills for the season ahead.
We started off indoors with exercises like map symbol races, map memory games
and trying to make sense of control descriptions. As the weather improved CHAOS
moved outside to run, of course, but also do (timed) fun circuits to improve general
fitness, agility and core strength.
On the technical side of things, we used maze - O courses as well as full school
ground courses and a kind of 'tag - O' to further develop skills in map setting, compass
work, distance judgment and similar exercises.
Highlight of January was without doubt the night orienteering at Clash wood, near
Muir of Ord. Well wrapped up and with a head torch, map and compass we headed out
into the woods, some brave souls by themselves, others in twos or threes. A lot of
laughs were had when one of the groups (no names!) decided to take a shortcut back
to the finish/car park to creep in on those waiting for them. It backfired when they
found themselves 'crossing' a freezing cold watery ditch and their screams and giggles
were heard from some distance away!
Many of the group have now received their one star certificate, indicating a competence level achieved in many skills needed for orienteering. Congratulations!
The sessions between now and the summer holidays will all feature going out in the
school’s bus to a variety of events set up by INVOC (Inverness Orienteering Club)
and Highland Schools Orienteering Association. The Highland School Championships
will be held on Friday 18 May with the Scottish schools championships held the
month after. Many of the CHAOS team have ambitions to make it to the World
Schools orienteering championships in Portugal next year.

The nursery garden at Tomnacross
School is being vandalised at the weekends. Toys and other items are being
broken and plants are being ripped up.
Parents with children in the nursery
know how much effort is put into keeping the garden looking good and are
saddened that this sort of thing should be
happening in Kiltarlity, as everyone will
be.
Anyone who sees anything or anybody suspicious should report it. The
word then may get out to whoever is
doing this and perhaps deter them.

Price rise
From our next issue the Kiltarlity News will be priced at 75p
and we hope that readers will
not mind this small increase
which is required to meet the
increasing cost of producing
Kiltarlity News.
At the moment the Kiltarlity
News does not break even and
is subsidised by Kiltarlity
Community Council. It is of
course contributed to and compiled on an entirely voluntary
basis.
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Beauly Denny line

M

any readers will have seen the
depressing press and TV publicity in early March when the first
and still the only completed pylon on
the route between Beauly and Denny
in the Central Belt was fully erected.
The impact of the first pylon was rather less than had been expected, but
it has to be recognised that it will not
be among the highest in the local area,
is looked down on from the road and
has a partial background of trees, all
of which soften the impact.
This was all very much a public relations exercise designed to emphasise
progress on the ground at last, with the
supposed contribution of this transmission upgrade to meeting the Scottish
Government's renewables target. However, not everybody would have been
fooled by the rather patronising comment from SSE's Scottish Director of
Transmission, who has possibly never
been anywhere near Beauly, that the new
power line would soon blend into the
countryside and not be noticed.
Certain other comments however, came
across as examples of deliberately being
economical with the truth. Treat with
scepticism the press statement that the
average height of the new pylons will be
170ft, as against 134 ft for the highest
pylon on the existing Beauly/Denny
power line. That may well be true but it
is not comparing like with like. The average pylon height on the old line is no
more than 95ft, and probably less in the
Kiltarlity area.
There also has to be considerable scepticism about the report that the 134 pylons on the first section of the new power line from Beauly to Fort Augustus
will be finished and on line by the end of
this year.
Current local concerns about the project include failure so far to meet one of
the important consent conditions of the
Scottish Government. This relates to
maintaining access for walkers and others along established paths, or providing
acceptable alternatives. The short Core
Path established from Kinerras down to
Eskadale and the main path through the
Ruttle Wood along the Beauly River are
both adversely affected by current work
on the project. Highland Council's Access Officer for Aird and Loch Ness is
assisting the Community Council with a
view to restoring satisfactory access during the duration of the project.

Quite big enough!

Something holding this one back.

Tomnacross PTA Community Gala
Saturday 19th May 2012
2-5 pm
Bungee Trampoline
Carousel
Inflatable Slide
Tug Of War
Music
Dog display
Stalls
Competitions and Games
Teas Coffees and delicious baking
Plus other food stands
And so much more
A great afternoon out!
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A Month in Nairobi
by
Ethna Ferguson

M

y daughter Fiona and I had
heard at a coffee morning at
Beaufort Castle about the work Ann
Gloag’s Balcraig Foundation was doing in Africa. Fiona, who was in her
final year at University, decided then
and there to volunteer and on the day
after she graduated headed for Kenya.
Her tales and photos ignited a wish to
do something similar some day.
This year my friend Rosie and I decided
to offer our services and headed out to
Kenya for a month. We arrived into Nairobi minus my luggage but to a very
warm welcome.
On our first week we were based at the
Kenya Children's Home with the 18
abandoned babies. The police arrived
regularly with these little bundles which
are never refused. The unit had its own
kitchen making endless bottles of milk
and baby food - no jars here! We also
helped out at the pre-school crèche and
with after school activities for some of
the older orphans. A day in the kitchen
cooking for 1,000 people, under the careful supervision of Edna, was an
education in itself! We chopped,
grated, sliced, served lunch and washed
up. When we left we enjoyed presenting
them with new graters and chopping
boards for the fingers of future volunteers.
The School educates 600 fee paying
Kenyans who in turn help fund the orphans at the School. The Home has a
number of projects which not only create jobs but provide additional income,
making it a really sustainable operation.
Weekend weddings are held in the
school grounds; there is also a thrift
shop, flour meal mill, bread oven and a
handicraft business selling lovely handmade Kenyan crafts. The latest project
was launched whilst we were there, a
fantastic new cafe, made out of an old
shipping container. It was welcomed by
the volunteers as a new lunch time venue
especially when Ugali and bean stew
were on the menu! They say it "Taks a
lang spoon to sup wi' a Fifer", (I am from
Fife) but the that was exactly what we
did not want - the art, we discovered,
was to skim the vegetables and gravy
from the top of the "meat stew "and not
to get involved with the meat at the bottom - Kenyans love meat.

A highlight of my trip was meeting
and spending time with 'our little Peter', who we've sponsored since Fiona's
visit. We were able to celebrate his 8th
birthday. Sadly his mother was killed
during the election violence. Having
heard so much about him from Fiona
and getting his school reports it was
very emotional to actually meet him
and get to know him.
We spent a couple of weeks helping
out in Mashimoni Squatters’ School in
Kibera Slum, the second largest slum
in Africa. Conditions in Kibera are
extremely poor, with little access to
basic services, including electricity and
running water. We sat in the back of a
Toyota pick-up, as our expert driver,
Wellington, would manoeuvre his way
in along the dirt track road, bouncing
over ruts and rivers. The piles of rubbish and open sewers, were not helped
by the rather heavy rainfall we experienced. However, as you arrive at the
school, in the heart of the slum, it is
like arriving at a little paradise - every
morning we'd be greeted by a huge
cheer from the 560 pupils.
The children were actually on holiday
but we were helping to run a holiday
club which allows the children to be
safe and in a routine; and perhaps more
importantly, fed a hearty breakfast and
lunch each day. Not being a particularly arty person I managed to do 'singing'
and at the end of our two weeks, we
put on a concert. It was absolutely incredible - I taught the children 12
songs and they remembered all the
words and sang so beautifully. The
children at the school were amazing so keen to learn and such a delight to
be around. I watched in wonder as they
played with a rolled up black rubbish
bag as their football, making the most
of what they had and the opportunity
they've been given.
Finally, we helped run an outreach
project back at Kenya Children's
Home, bringing in over two hundred
children aged between 5-19 years, from
across Kenya. They are supported by
the Foundation but live out with relatives in their homelands. This is a really successful project and leads to a
more normal transition to life after
school. Medical and dental checks
were carried out and we took them on

Feeding one of the babies
cultural trips around the city. It was a
wonderful week where we met a whole
range of children from different parts of
Kenya, had some lively debates, played
games, and put on another concert; all
seemed to really enjoy the time.
We were lucky enough to spend a day
out at the Suswa Girls School, out in the
heart of the Maasai land - about three
hours from Nairobi. Ann Gloag has negotiated with the tribal elders to allow
these girls an education instead of being
subjected to female circumcision. The
school has 112 girls flourishing in a loving environment. We were welcomed by
some wonderful songs. It truly is an
amazing project. In Maasai culture, girls
are the lowest rank, always the last to be
fed and clothed. They arrive speaking
only Maasai and within a month speak
Swahili, and English as well.
I had a truly amazing trip and feel very
blessed to have played a little part in this
incredible organisation. Kenya is a beautiful country with some wonderful welcoming and happy people. I really can't
recommend the Balcraig Foundation
highly enough. Ann Gloag is a remarkable lady.
Ethna’s article appeared first in ‘The
Parishioner’. For more on the Balcraig
Foundation's work in Kenya, see the
article on the next page., also adapted
from ‘The Parishioner’.
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The Balcraig
Foundation
The Balcraig Foundation was founded in
1992 by Ann Gloag. Its mission is to
assist in the relief of human suffering
and deprivation, to provide a place of
safety for orphaned and destitute children and to improve access to education
through adequate building facilities, textbooks and improved hygiene facilities.
The first project to be developed in
Nairobi was Kenya Children’s Home. It
is from within this development that the
new community and income generation
projects are now being developed and
managed. It is essential to the ethos of
Balcraig Foundation that these projects
are run from Kenya, by Kenyans for
Kenyans.
Balcraig Foundation seeks to identify
the most deserving underprivileged child
projects and thereafter supports and
guides these children to obtain a safe and
healthy living environment, a good education and ultimately successful independent living conditions.
A brief background outline to just two of
the projects the Balcraig Foundation
support in Africa.
Jonathan Gloag Academy: In 2002 the
Jonathan Gloag Academy was opened to
educate local children and the children of
Kenya Children's Home ( KCH ). By
2007 this school had become one of the
most successful primary schools in Nairobi where a rounded educational curriculum is offered. There is now a waiting
list for entry into the school and all age
appropriate children from the Home are
educated in Jonathan Gloag Academy.
The classes run from kindergarten to
class eight and in 2007, 100% of Class 8
children passed their national examination for progression to senior school.
JGA offers top class resources such as a
state of the art computer laboratory, library, basketball court and access to a
well maintained athletic field.
Sponsoring Mary, or any other child at
Jonathan Gloag Academy, costs £35 /
month or £420 / year and covers all their
care and educational costs.
Mary Nyambura, aged 13, was born on
20th April 1998. Mary is the fourth born
in a family of six. Her mother abandoned
the family when Mary was only three
years old. The mother's whereabouts are
unknown to date. The father, whose only
source of livelihood is ferrying luggage
using a hand cart, could not sustain the

family's needs. Mary and her siblings
resorted to begging in the streets so as
to help their dad get some more income
for the family. Eventually, the children
became too acquainted with the street
life and made the streets their home.
Mary was admitted to KCH on 28th
November 2006 and is a disciplined
and hardworking girl. Her favourite
subjects are Arithmetic, Swahili and
Geography. She aspires to be a doctor
so she can help other needy Kenyan
Children. Mary is also very good at
athletics, basketball and tennis.
Soila Maasai Girls Rescue Centre,
Suswa: The Suswa Project was
launched in November 2005 and its
aim is to provide for the welfare, security and education of Maasai girls who
are rescued from Female Genital Mutilation (FGM - ie female circumcision)
and thereby empowered to change their
lives and those of generations to come.
In all cases, the girls' parents have
given their permission for their daugh-

ters to embark on this new way of life.
The Suswa Centre is run as a partnership, in which the local community provides infrastructure and support, KCH
contributes staff, medical and educational supplies, and Balcraig Foundation
provides the set-up and running costs,
and manages the Suswa Project.
You are able to sponsor one of the
Maasai girls for £65 / annum.
For further information about supporting any of the Balcraig projects,
please contact the Balcraig Foundation Office in Perth - Balcraig Foundation, Robertson House, 1 Whitefriars Crescent, Perth, PH2 oPA. Telephone : 07770 733 317 or email: info@balcraig.com
Footnote:
A Beaufort Barn Dance and Barbeque
on Saturday 14th April hosted by Mrs
Gloag at which guests danced to the
music of Matthew MacLennan's Band
and learned about Balcraig’s work made
over £3000 for the Balcraig Foundation.

Tomnacross Parent Council – April 2012
from

David Garvie, Chairman

T

he Parent Council has been very active this year raising funds so
that we can support the school in providing the ‘extras’ that add to
the children’s core education. At Christmas, almost 20 children spent 2
hours at Tesco singing carols and raising £440 in the process, and they
were great ambassadors for the school at the same time. And back in October, 15 children participated in the Inverness 5k Fun Run, raising £600
of sponsorship money. The Christmas Fayre raised £460 – thank you to
everyone who came along and supported us.
Over the last six months, the funds raised have been able to pay for things like
school trips to Abriachan and Eden Court, transport to sporting events, and bringing
external ‘groups’ into the school to add variety and excitement to class subjects. Some
of these external groups have included Generation Science and Zoolab – giving the
children a very practical exposure to life sciences. None of these things would be possible without the generosity of parents and everyone in the wider community, so thank
you very much for contributing to school events.
The Parent Council was also able to introduce the “STEM Project” to Tomnacross as
part of the Science Week activities in February. “STEM” stands for “Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics” and is designed to inspire and excite young
people in these subject areas by bringing industry expertise into the classroom. In
Tomnacross, P5-7s became ‘Forensic Scientists’ for the afternoon and dressed up in
full forensic scientist overalls in order to solve a mystery and learn about science at
the same time.
The Parent Council has also been working very closely with the school to promote
more positive behaviour within the school. A small working party of parents and staff
have been working well together and making significant progress in providing effective solutions towards creating better behaviour in Tomnacross.
Finally, I can’t fail to recognise and pay tribute to Tomnacross Nursery which continues to hold its monopoly over the nursery category winner’s trophy in the Inverness
Music Festival. It won its category yet again this year and has now won at least 7
years in a row (I’m losing count!) What an achievement for our nursery! (See Page 9)
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Lovat seniors experience highs and lows with season just beginning
from
Alan MacRae

A

t Lovat’s AGM in November
long standing managers John
MacRitchie and James Gallacher
stood down. Lovat, club and supporters, are very appreciative of the dedication and hard work given by both
John and James. It has been no mean
feat to keep the team up in the premier
division. The committee and players
elected Alan MacRae to take the helm
in the new season and Alan and the
players are looking forward to working together in the coming season and
forging a new partnership.
On a cold snowy 2 nd January 2012 the
Lovat Cup was won at Balgate with a
good performance in very poor conditions. A large crowd saw goals from
Greg Matheson (2) and Euan Ferguson
(1) prove decisive. Lovat had the majority of the pressure and Beauly’s late goal
was not going to be enough for them to
pose any threat to the home team. The
final score was Lovat 3, Beauly 1. Eloise
Fraser of Lovat, daughter of Hugh Lovat
who sadly died during 2011, presented
the Lovat Cup to Lovat’s Ryan Ferguson.
During a hard pre-season period Lovat
achieved a home draw against a strong
Lochaber side, a good 5-1 win at home
over Caberfeidh and a tough 4-3 away
win in Skye to retain the Thomas Ferguson Cup.

Newtonmore 1 Lovat 3
With the hardest possible start to the
2012 season a good team performance
saw us defeat reigning league and Camanachd Cup holders Newtonmore on
their home park. Our three goals were

Lovat captain Ryan Ferguson receives the
Lovat Cup from Eloise Fraser of Lovat.
well taken by Greg Matheson, in a competitive, tough match, the result of
which many would not have foreseen.

Kilmallie 1 Lovat 2
Another hard away game was full of
tension from the start. Lovat‘s two
goals were well taken by Greg Matheson and Owen Ferguson even though a
penalty shot went wide. Kilmallie were
awarded two penalties in the game, both
taken by John Stewart. The first struck
home but the second shot saw a spectacular save from Stuart MacDonald
keeping us in the lead. The final score
sent us to the dizzy heights of top of the
league, a first for Lovat.

Lovat 0

Bute 0

In a disappointing home game with
Bute, Lovat had 80% of the pressure,
but just couldn’t score against a resilient
Bute defence.

Beauly 4 Lovat 3
Even
more
disappointing
was
Lovat’s
MacTavish Cup
First
Round
clash
where
Beauly
rallied
from being down
3 - 1 to stage a
second
half
Duel between Lovat's Lorne
Mackay and Steven McDonald
(Newtonmore) during the Orion
Premiership game at The Eilan.

comeback that saw them finish with a
well fought victory. Lovat simply lost
their edge after their third goal and failed
to maintain the earlier pressure that had
produced goals from Owen Ferguson (2)
and Duncan Davidson.

Lovat 1 Kingussie 2
Lovat had Ronald Ross to contend with,
though he admittedly was helped by a
sharp and accurate Kingussie team.
Treacherous ground conditions led to
Ross getting an opportunity he quickly
took for his first strike, but close and
determined marking limited his activity
to one further goal, which gave Stuart
Macdonald little chance.
Lovat’s creditable second half pressure
was rewarded with a Martin Bell goal but
despite further effort the team failed to
secure an equaliser.
This was the first league defeat of the
season but by no means a disgrace.

Lovat 3 Kinlochshiel 3
This was a hard fought game on April
14th with Kinlochshiel taking the lead in
the first half and staying ahead until the
90th minute when a Martin Bell goal
ensured a fair draw. A blatant physical
attack saw Mackenzie of Kinlochshiel
being sent off in the second half.
At the time of writing Lovat are sitting
at position 5 in the League with 6 points,
with the prospect of a key game on Saturday 21st April, a repeat contest with
Kinlochshiel but this time away from
home.
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Kiltarlity Hall Association

Juniors struggle to
find early league form

L

ovat’s Junior side (at time of
writing) find themselves near the
bottom of League Division 2 North
with only three points from their 4 1 victory away from home over Lochaber on March 24th and a recent
draw with Kinlochshiel.
They have lost twice to Newtonmore,
home and away, and in away games
against Glengarry and Skye. On the other hand, the first round of the Sutherland
Cup on 7th April saw them defeat Inverness 12 - 0 at the Bught
On March 14th they too were up
against Kinlochshiel, though away from
home at Balmacara, but like the seniors
came away with a draw 2 - 2.
As is the case with the seniors it is early days still and everything to play for in
League and Cups.

Core paths
network

H

ighland Council’s
Core
Paths Plan has now been
adopted and people can find the
map of local core paths here:
http://www.highland.gov.uk/NR/
rdonlyres/3271FA05-6683-4082-9C55E7D3C52C23D0/0/IN_Map_7.pdf
The plan was subject to an Inquiry

where the Reporter broadly accepted
the Council’s position. However.
they said a review was needed of the
policy of not having quiet roads as
core paths and that some of the longer, remote paths in the Highland
Council area should be considered as
possible core paths for the future.
Highland Council have some funds
to go towards local paths leaflets.
There are core path improvement
projects going on around the Highlands but none in and around Kiltarlity.
If people have questions about core
paths they are invited to get in touch
with Stewart Eastaugh, Access Officer, Inverness and Nairn, Planning
and Development Service, The Highland Council, Carsegate House,
Glendoe Terrace, INVERNESS, IV3
8ED (01463 702186)

Chairman’s Report
from

Veronica Tervet

F

irstly I must thank our small number of committee members
for all the hard work and support they have given over the last
year. Our thanks must go to John Lunn who has now left the committee, for his contribution to the Association.
Following an “Our Hall Needs You” campaign organised by Sarah Aston no
extra members were recruited. However, more importantly, if you can help
with baking as and when required or volunteer your services at different
events this would be a great help. Please phone Eunice on 741447 to give
your names and telephone numbers.
We are trying to concentrate our efforts on our larger fund raising events as we find
that the smaller events are not supported to the extent they could be. The main events
for this year are the Community Gala, Belladrum Festival, the Duck Race and the
Craft Fair in November. Look out for posters for these and any other events. We are
still running our 100 Club with monthly draws – numbers are available from Carol
Grant on 741388 or Sheila Moir on 741618.
A Whist Drive is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7.30 p.m. and new faces
are always welcome – where else would you get a good night out for £2 including tea,
cake and sandwiches?
We will not be holding any Summer Activities this year due to the lack of support
last year but we would like to thank the parents of those children who did attend.
The Hall is now being used for all different types of event: we have had two wedding parties in the last year and a number of new clubs hiring the hall.
All our funds raised are used for the running and upkeep of the hall. I’m sure we all
know about the escalating costs of fuel/heating bills etc. which is one of our major
expenditures sitting at £315 per month. Our guttering has to be replaced this year at a
cost of £2,500.
We now have our car park tarred and no more problems with flooding so far. However there is a slight problem with stones being put down drains and being thrown all
over the parking area.
It has become apparent that in the future we may need to extend the Hall due to the
increase of bookings and numbers attending the different clubs and events. So watch
this space.
Remember the hall is the heart of the village; it needs your support to continue.
Keep supporting us. Thank you.

Community Councils at the frontier

B

ecause of the very poor maps of community council boundaries, both
Kirkhill and Kiltarlity Community Councils have always believed
that most of Cabrich lay within Kirkhill’s area. But a Cabrich planning
application has prompted a closer look including an appeal to Highland
Council for clarification - and has led to the discovery that all of
Cabrich is officially defined as within Kiltarlity.
A much improved Highland Council website map now confirms that the Clunes area
is also within Kiltarlity, though both Clunes and Cabrich have Kirkhill postal addresses. In parish days Clunes was indisputably in Kiltarlity Parish, while Cabrich, including one Cabrich man’s bed, was split between the two parishes.
Negotiations between Kirkhill and Kiltarlity Community Councils are to open soon
but Kiltarlity has asked Highland Council to first provide a proper map. Thus
equipped it is hoped also to avoid any border dispute at the other end of the district
between Kiltarlity and Strathglass and to have confirmed that Kiltarlity extends to
Wester Main but has no claim over Mauld.
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The South Clunes discovery
2/27 Prospect Street,
Glenroy 3046,
Melbourne.
20th March, 2012
To Kiltarlity News
"An old story revisited"
I recently received a copy of a page of
Kiltarlity News, (December 2009) with
an article on the 'Short Cist' found by my
father James Forbes, 6 South
Clunes, Kirkhill, on March 8th, 1933,
on his farm. I wish to make a few corrections. I am Johan Fraser (m.s.
Forbes) and was age 5 when my father
uncovered the 'Cist' - I was there. (See
photo taken.) I am married to Andrew
Fraser, of Teanalonaig, Kilmorack, and
have lived in Melbourne since 1951.
Dr Leach, Beauly, was visiting on the
day of the find and got in touch with
Prof. Low of Aberdeen University. As
the land belonged to Lord Lovat, father
got in touch with him also. We were
not very happy when the skeleton of the
'mannie' and the urn were sent to Aberdeen University. We thought they
should have been kept in Inverness. I
have a copy of the article on the find
written by Prof. Low.
Although my father suffered from asthma, he did not die shortly after the find but on March 4, 1965, at 81. I well remember the excitement about the grave
find. I can still visualise the crowds of
people lining the fence near the grave hoping to see what was there. Father was
annoyed at the crowds as they left gates
open and animals got out. My father
often said there were other burials but he
wasn't telling anyone.
Jamie Forbes had a good sense of humour. - he got an empty whisky bottle
and wrote on it "Departed Spirits" and
put it in the empty grave. My brother
Andrew found a tooth and threw it in the
grave before 'the stone was rolled back'.
In August 1988 I wrote to Aberdeen
University and got a lovely letter
from Dr. Margaret Bruce re the "Beaker
People of Scotland" and our 'mannie'.

Sincerely
Johan I. Fraser (m.s. Forbes)

Photo taken at the time: L to R Andrew Forbes; Jamesina Riddell
(m.s. Forbes) 19 S. Clunes; Jamie Forbes; Dolly Fraser (m.s.
Forbes) Muirton, E. Clunes; Ellen Fraser (m.s. Forbes) Muirton; and, at front Johan Forbes (now Fraser).

...

...

Extracts from
Dr Bruce’s letter.
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A SHORT CIST CONTAINING
A BEAKER AT KIRKHILL,
KILTARLITY, INVERNESSSHIRE. BY PROFESSOR
ALEX. LOW, M.A., M.D.,
F.S.A.SCOT.
On 8th March 1933, a short cist was exposed in a field on the croft of Mr James
Forbes, South Clunes, Kiltarlity, near
Kirkhill, in the Beauly district of Inverness-shire. A small gravel-pit had been
opened, and while engaged levelling this
Mr Forbes noted a hollow sound, and on
investigating came upon several stone
slabs; on raising these, a short cist was
uncovered, on the floor of which lay the
remains of a skeleton and an urn. …
The site of the interment was in a gravelly
ridge in a field to the south-west of the
farmhouse, at an elevation of 500 feet
above sea level, a situation that commands an extensive view. A short distance
to the north-east of the house is a cairn
roughly built of stones and in the shape of
a horseshoe.
The covering stones of the grave lay at a
depth of 2 feet from the surface of the
ground. The cist was rather rudely made,
roughly rectangular, … Around the grave
were a number of rounded boulders. …
The cist was formed of six slabs set on
edge, one at each end, and two on each
side; …
The skeleton was much decayed, … The
body had lain in a contracted position on
its left side facing south-east, with the
head at the north-east end; the urn lay at
the north-west side behind fragments of
the pelvis.
The bones are in a fragmentary condition, but are those of a young man of
medium build and about twenty-five years
of age. …The profile view shows a skull
somewhat low, The face is short and
relatively broad, ... on the whole features
characteristic of skulls from short cists.
The beaker is perfectly intact and is
formed of a hard light brown clay. It
measures from 6 1/8 inches to 6 ½ inches in
height. … The outer surface is decorated
with three zones of ornamentation, …
The proprietor, Lord Lovat; of Beaufort
Castle, Inverness-shire, has presented the
contents of the cist to the Anatomy Museum, University of Aberdeen.

Extract from article by Prof Low
of Aberdeen University in the
‘Proceedings etc’…February 12
1934

Top: Profile view of the South Clunes skull. Above: The
beaker also found in the South Clunes cist.
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Aird Scouts
by

Paul Whitefoot

A

ird Scouts has been meeting at Kiltarlity Village
Hall for the last eight years.
When I say meet at the hall it is
often nowhere near the hall - as
we like to get outside as much as
we can to explore the local area.
We have just returned from a
weekend of outdoor activities
based in Aviemore where 15
scouts both girls and boys enjoyed
mountain biking, zip wire trails,
rock climbing and "weavling" crawling under and over a field of
boulders. We were meant to be
going skiing but the lack of snow
required a change of plan!
Other activities have included
exploring Beauly village, night
hikes at Abriachan, climbing on
the wall at the Sports Centre in
Inverness.... and that's just the
winter programme. This summer
we will be cycling up Strathfarrar,
canoeing down the River Beauly,

Lost and found a telephone box

messing about on boats in the
canal and playing wide games
( a kind of team tag in open
spaces).
We will also be doing what
everyone expects from Scouts going on camp. Scouts expect
the unexpected, go on adventures, learn a few skills along the

Now you see it …
somewhere else

D

uring the resurfacing of the Hall
car park the telephone kiosk
had to be removed. BT suggested that
there might be no need to reinstall it
as there were lots of telephone box
elsewhere in the area.
In a mini consultation, which included
Community Council and Highland
Councillors, BT was asked firmly to put
he box back where they found it. When
this did not happen and the whereabouts
of the kiosk were unknown, some feared
the worst.
But all is well. The box has been
tracked down and BT are standing by to
reinstall.
However, the site it was at before is not
now suitable say BT and they are looking to the community to suggest an alternative site.. Ideas can be passed to the
Community Council

… only to reappear at a
useful but quite different
place, within the School
grounds. Much safer here
- it might have got run
over on the main road.
Enquiries are continuing
and there may be an explanation in the next KN.

One of our scouts climbing
at Duntelchaig

way....but mostly just have fun!
We are always on the look out
for new leaders/helpers so if you
enjoy seeing kids have fun and
maybe want to give your CV a
boost give Paul a call on 831422.

T

here once was a
shiny new pedestrian crossing, at
a very useful spot next
the Hall - by- product
of the 100 or so housing development near
by, perhaps. But, like
the phone box — it
disappeared ...
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Community Council reject
pylons bridge plan

K

iltarlity Community Council has told Beauly Denny pylon builders that they cannot bring a giant
crane, or any other heavy construction traffic, through Allarburn and across the Bruiach Bridge
just west of the village.
Although it was agreed that all construction traffic was to come via the A831 from Beauly Toll and cross the river by
the Black Bridge, it is understood that a belated testing of that bridge has revealed that it cannot carry the weight of the
huge crane required to put the upper sections of the giant pylons in place.
Consultants the Waterman Group apparently assessed the suitability of the various structures along the route to see if
they can accommodate wide, long and heavy plant such as mobile cranes and proposed that, rather than strengthen the
Black Bridge, a temporary structure should be installed over the carriageway of the Bruiach Bridge to accommodate the
weight of the mobile crane on its way to the half finished pylons at Fanellan.
Highland Council TECS Department officers seem to have been satisfied with the a suggested early April night time
road closure and the diversion during the day of school buses and other traffic. Community Council members were
astonished to learn that officials did not envisage service buses being disrupted since their understanding was that no
service buses ever proceeded beyond the village. TECS were content to give the proposal the go-ahead provided the
Community Council saw no problem to the works commencing a few days after being informed at their meeting at the
end of March.
However, following the March meeting Community Council Chairman Norman Grant informed Highland Council officials that the CC was completely opposed to the suggestion since it was part of the conditions of the consent to this
project as agreed with the Scottish ministers in 2010 that Kiltarlity Village would be avoided. The route agreed was via
the Black Bridge and the Community Council took the view that if the Black Bridge needed to be upgraded then this
should have been picked up on the initial plan. Mr Grant also drew attention to Section 56 part 1 of the Official Consent
which stipulated that “prior to commencement a traffic management scheme shall be agreed” and there would be
“restriction of construction traffic to approved routes and measures put in place to avoid other routes being used.”
Mr Grant also recorded the astonishment of Community Council members that Highland Council officials responsible
for local traffic movement should betray serious ignorance of local bus routes, and that the Council was being consulted
on the matter only a few days before the pylon contractors proposed to commence their major works on Bruiach Bridge
with its serious implications for the village.

New Westminster
constituencies
The Boundary Commission
Scotland (authors of the proposal to link Kiltarlity with
Wick) have now completed a
secondary consultation on the
Initial Proposals in their Review of UK Parliamentary Constituencies.
They will now review all of the
evidence received in response to this
latest consultation on the Initial Proposals and will decide what changes
to make to form Revised Proposals.
They expect to publish their Revised
Proposals for public consultation in
autumn 2012.

D.J. MACLENNAN & SON
Funeral Directors
" our local Funeral Director
Y
“with sensitivity and dignity”

01463 870891
All arrangements made for Burial or Cremations

Private Rest Rooms available
Distance no object
24 hour Personal Service
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans from Golden Charter

Westwater, West Road, Muir of Ord
Established 1947
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Childhood Memories of Old Downie in the 1950s
by

Richard Fraser

I

would like to begin these reminiscences by thanking my cousin Rosie
Nixon (known to most these days as
Rose Nixon) for her assistance. In the
1950s I spent most of the year at a
Perthshire boarding school, only coming home to Old Downie for the holidays, and so I’ve had to rely a lot on
Rosie’s memories of life in Old Downie
in those far off days.
It goes almost without saying that by the
standards of today, living conditions in
Old Downie were basic, as indeed they
would have been for many in rural Scotland back then: no electricity, no room
heating apart from the open fire in the
main living area or from the Aladdin
paraffin lamp with its translucent opal
globe, and a water supply that couldn’t
always be relied on and was unfit to
drink. But as children we wouldn’t have
been too bothered by such discomforts.

Old Downie in 1957.
In its 1950s heyday, Old Downie
was very much alive and the place to be
if you were a child. Living next door to
us was the Humphries family: Charlie &
Nancy and their three lovely daughters,
Jessie, Jean and Barbara. Youngest
daughter Joyce had not yet been born.
Warm summer days would often find us
at play on the Humphries lawn, with Jean
and I competing to see who could jump
the highest over the washing line. Another time the girls might decide that the
afternoon would be spent dressing up.
That’s when I would make myself scarce
and go off with my fishing rod and a jar
full of worms to try my luck in the
Downie or Bruiach Burns. A treat on
Sunday nights was being invited into the
Humphries house to listen to Radio Luxembourg on their battery-powered wireless, or to play cards (Rummy mostly as I
recall) on the night before I returned to
school at the end of the holidays.
Rosie recalls the enjoyment of playing
in the Downie Burn in the summertime
and paddling about in our galvanised

tually, Jackie disappeared and it’s likely
that one of the cats got hold of him. A
sad way to go perhaps, but at least he
enjoyed a slightly longer life than if he
had remained in that bird trap.

It’s 1954 and a young Barbara Humphries is rehearsing for the day when
she would become the future Mrs
Bruce, with Rosie as her Maid of
Honour.
steel bath, with Rover our cocker
spaniel sometimes joining in the fun.
There was tree climbing, playing hide
and seek among the stacks of hay in the
barn, sleeping outside in tents made
from bracken, tree branches and anything else that could be used. Whenever the silage pit was empty the girls
were often to be spotted going around
it on their bikes perfecting their freestyle cycling skills. If we were nowhere to be seen at mealtimes, Rosie’s
mother Chrissie would ring a hand bell
to let us know it was time to come
home. There were no mobile phones
and texting in those days!
One of my own fond memories is
having Jackie, my pet jackdaw. It was
1958 and Jackie was rescued from the
Beaufort Castle bird trap, a wire enclosure that birds regarded as pests were
lured into through a funnelled opening
at the top. Once in they couldn’t get
out. Jackie became very tame (which
is just as well because with his wings
slightly clipped he would not have
been able to fly away even if he’d
wanted to). He would stride very confidently into neighbours’ houses and
expect to be fed a titbit, announcing his
arrival with the customary high-pitched
jackdaw call of ‘kya’. Another of his
party tricks was to perch on the handlebars of my bike and come for short
rides with me around the place. Even-

Rosie with her kitten and the author
with Jackie, his pet jackdaw. Summer
1958.
Although wartime rationing had only
ended in 1954 and money was always
generally tight, we never went hungry.
This was largely down to a plentiful supply of fruit and vegetables from the garden and Chrissie’s ingenuity and skill at
making things go further. Free milk was
collected on more or less a daily basis
from Beaufort home farm (it was long
before the days of fridges!). Mobile grocery vans came round regularly – Urquhart from Inverness and MacLean and
MacDonald from Beauly. Also from
Beauly came Matheson the baker’s van
with Sandy ‘Bun’ Gordon from Struy at
the wheel. On Fridays it was the turn of
Beauly fishmonger Bob Watson, whose
van would be laden with fish from the
previous night’s catch straight off the
boats at Ullapool. Rosie also recalls an
occasional visitor who used to turn up on
a bike laden with onions grown in Brittany; ‘Onion Johnny’ he was called. It’s
unlikely Johnny would have cycled all
the way from Brittany carrying his onions; but who knows, he might have
done! We had hens, an unlimited supply
of fresh eggs and of course poultry meat.
Then in the culling season there would
always be the gift of a haunch of venison
courtesy of the late Lord and Lady Lovat.
Rosie’s stepfather Charlie MacGregor
loved his garden and grew all the vegetables and soft fruits that a family could
possibly need. If the raspberry crop was
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poor that year we knew we only had to
go to the woods up by Dalnamine, or
along by the side of the road to Duff’s
Lodge to pick the wild ones. Charlie
was also a keen apiarist and when he
wasn’t busy in the garden would tend his
beehives, with the all-essential smoker in
his hand. Being a hardy Scot, he never
saw the need for a beekeeper’s outfit
with its veiled headgear. However as
children, we liked to give those beehives
a wide berth.
The source of the gravity-fed water
supply that I mentioned earlier was an
underground spring by a wood close to
Dalnamine. Generally it worked well
but you always knew from past experience that there would be times when the
supply was going to be interrupted: at
the height of a long hot spell in the summertime when it would often dry up
completely, in the autumn when the supply pipe would clog up with fallen
leaves, or during a hard winter when
everything just froze up. Luckily there
was the nearby well where we got our
drinking water to fall back on in emergencies.
No account of life in Old Downie is
complete without mentioning its two
arguably less attractive environmental
features: the uncovered domestic sewage
outlet hidden among the trees and little
more than a stone’s throw away from the
houses; the ‘stinky drain’ as Rosie liked
to call it. And very close to the houses
on the opposite side, the silage pit with
all that that entailed by way of airborne
aromas whenever windows or doors
were left open. Rosie has good reason to
remember the stinky drain. It was 1955
and she and Jean had been out somewhere. They decided to take a short cut
home by jumping across the drain, but
both misjudged their jumps and didn’t
quite make it to the other side. Unfortunately, Rosie was wearing her brand new
kilt at the time; a kilt bought at much
expense from Campbell’s of Beauly. Her
mother Chrissie was not pleased, especially as there was then the added cost of
a cleaning bill.
In September 1958 we moved away
from Old Downie to live in one of the
new houses then being built in Balgate.
The timing of the move tied in nicely
with Rosie’s introduction to secondary
school in Inverness, with the added advantage of a much shorter walk to the
bus stop every morning. Charlie continued to work his Old Downie garden for a
year or two after the move. Chrissie was
not sorry to leave the old place and as far
as I know never returned to it. By then,

Rosie braves the snow to meet Beauly
postman Jim Mellis as he delivers the
mail. Jim was well liked and anyone
reading the late Lord Lovat’s memoir
‘March Past’ will know that the Laird
held him in very high regard. Photo
taken winter 1955.

Footnote: In the course of writing I became interested in the history of the Old
Downie of our childhood. The galvanised corrugated iron roof (actually galvanised steel) and the lean-to wooden
entrances on concrete foundations suggest that the single terrace of houses of
our day was built in the late 19th/early
20th century, corrugated galvanised steel
being introduced in the UK in the 1890s.
A map dating from 1872 shows what
must have been the earlier settlement of
‘Dounie’ consisting of a 3-sided quadrangle of houses, open on its 4th side,
those earlier houses quite possibly single storey and thatched.
But why did the ‘Dounie’ of the 19th
century come to be known as ‘Old
Downie’. Ron MacLean was most helpful, as were the Kilmorack Heritage Association’s splendid volumes on ‘A His-

August 1988 and demolition of Old
Downie gets underway

Another photo from winter 1955.
Rosie, Jean, Barbara and snowman.
By then, the Lovat Estate was beginning to wind down its work force and
no one was taking up residence in Old
Downie any more. The Humphries
family moved to Culburnie at about the
same time. Old Downie would never
be the same again. Like any number of
houses for Lovat Estate employees and
their families, it was a relic of a bygone
age and after many years lying unoccupied was finally demolished in the
summer of 1988. These days what was
once a row of houses is a large expanse
of grass covered with hay bales. Older
readers will probably remember that
Old Downie stood just off the single
track estate road to Beaufort Castle,
about half a mile along from the East
Lodge, known to some as Duff’s
Lodge, by the A833.

tory of the Parish of Kiltarlity’, and Vol
3, Part 1. in particular. We think
‘Downie’ was a
corruption
of
‘Dounie’, in Gaelic ‘Dunaidh’ meaning
fort, fortress or castle (really the dun, hill
or fortified mound on which it is situated). ‘Dounie’ would have been pronounced, correctly, to sound like
‘doonie’ in Lowland Scots. But ‘doonie’
or ‘doon’ were not words of our Highland forebears; they would have pronounced ‘dounie’ as ‘downie’. And that
is how it came to be spelt.
Students of local history know that in
the 1700s there was an Easter Dounie
and a Wester Dounie. Beaufort and the
surrounding area including the castle,
the home farm, the kennels, the nursery,
the stables and all the associated homesteads probably accounted for much of
Wester Dounie. The Old Downie of my
childhood would have been in Easter
Dounie and by the mid to late 1800s,
with ‘Wester’ and ‘Easter’ no longer in
use, was the only remaining outpost still
bearing the name ‘Dounie’. So it’s very
likely that at the same time as ‘Dounie’
became ‘Downie’, the ‘Old’ was added
because of the name’s associations with
the past.
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A healthy body and
mind:
the balanced approach
by

Annie Woolston

C

an you benefit from regular practice of the Taoist
Tai Chi™ arts? Do you have
stress in your life? If the answer
is “yes” - and really, who
doesn’t? – we’d like to introduce you to a form of exercise
and personal development that
both promotes health and relieves stress.
The Taoist Tai Chi™ arts we teach
take a holistic approach to health and
are highly effective for health improvement, relaxation and stress reduction, and suitable for people of all
ages and fitness levels.
Its regular practice integrates body,
mind and spirit and is specifically
designed to improve health. The turning and stretching in each of the
movements contributes to better balance and posture, increased strength
and flexibility, benefits the muscular,
skeletal and circulatory systems, and
can bring a wide range of health improvements with a soothing effect on
the mind. In the hectic pace of today’s society, that’s a balance that
can benefit us all.
We will be holding new beginner
courses in Kiltarlity, Inverness, Nairn
and Tain.
In the beginner course
you will learn the Tai Chi ‘set’ of
108 moves - it will take about 4
months to go through and learn all of
the moves. Once you have finished
the beginner course, we offer more
advanced classes and workshops for
your continuing practice and refinement.
The beginner classes will be starting
from 2nd May. Please come along to
meet us and find out what we can
offer. Look out for posters displayed
in your area later in the month, visit
our website taoist.org.uk or call
01456 415423 for further information.

After some initial hesitation, we understand, SSE accepted responsibility for
this new loch created at Hughton, saving the inhabitants further down the
Lonbuie road having to open negotiations with MacBraynes.

An elusive lady of old Kiltarlity

From an Inverness Advertiser of 1861. Extract kindly passed to KN by Sue Thomson..
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The Snowman Rally
The Snowman Rally came through Kiltarlity this year but local driver Colin Grant didn’t make it to the home
stretch. Here’s his story and a few pictures which will make all us plodding and cautious road users wonder if
we’re missing something ...
I would like to thank all the people who sponsored me for the Snowman Rally. Their money was very much
appreciated and without it I would not have been able to compete.
On the Snowman I and another 15 cars went out at stage 4, Torrachilty, where I rolled the car as conditions
were atrocious. There is a clip of in-car footage of the crash on YouTube for all to see if they input Skoda Estelle Crash Snowman rally 2012. I have provided pictures of before and after the Rally.
I was doing really well up to that point and was gutted not to get a chance to compete on my home stage and
get a really good finish. The car was pretty badly damaged requiring the roof to be pushed back up and passenger wing and door and both front and back windows needing replaced along with other body damage. I and
my father have completed all this work and have today the 14th of April just completed the Granite city rally
in Aberdeen.
Colin Grant

Colin’s car, before and after. No prizes for guessing
which is which. And we’re very glad Colin was OK
and able to compete another day.
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Culburnie School pupils some time ago

Identification of everyone in the picture is not complete.
Any additions or corrections will be welcome. All left to
right, and from back; ‘NK’ = not known.
Back row: Tom Fraser, Sunnybrae (‘Moon’); George Anderson;
Willie Gilchrist; NK; NK; George Ross (later gamekeeper).
Second row: NK; Mary Fraser (Craggan); NK; Adam Macdonald
(Lonbuie); Peter Fraser (later Rev. Peter Fraser); NK; NK; NK; NK;
NK.
Third row: Miss Janet Stewart (Balgate?); Margaret Fraser
(Craggan); NK; Elizabeth Macdonald (Lonbuie - mother of Hamish
Maclennan); Mary Fraser (the late Mary Kennedy, sister of Peter);
NK; Mary Ann Maclean (Culburnie, later Mrs Jeffrey); Mary Mackenzie ‘Dumpy’); Mabel Anderson; Mr Macrae, Headmaster.
Front row: Flora Macrae (Headmaster’s daughter); ‘Gillan’?; Anne
(Babs) Maclean (5 Culburnie); Kate Mackenzie (‘Dumpy’); NK; Annie
Macdonald (Lonbuie, twin sister of Adam); ‘Gillan’?; Nellie Duncan
(stayed with Inch family at Logie Cottage).
(The photograph was taken about 1920 and has been passed to KN by
Hamish Maclennan, whose late mother, Elizabeth - Bessie - is in the
third row.)

Kiltarlity News
We are keen to have material
for the next issue of the Kiltarlity News and will print as
many local news items, club,
school news, sports obituaries,
letters, articles etc, as possible.

Please send material
by 31 July 2012.
Material may be sent to R.
MacLean, ‘Berisay’, Culburnie,
(741323), e-mailed to rdmaclean5@berisay.co.uk, or given
to any Community Council
member.
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Boblainy Forest Group
Path clearance
Group members have spent time recently
clearing overgrown alders etc on the path
in from near Highland Lilliums. It is
much better now for cyclists and horse
riders, while walkers will benefit too.
More path clearance is planned for May.

Snowman Rally

On Saturday 18th February the Snowman
Rally traversed the forest from Culburnie
to Ardendrain and members were able to
position themselves at a suitable vantage
point. And following the Rally there
had been good clearing up so very little
litter has been seen. However, more litter
has been dumped at the Culburnie end of
the forest.

Above: Group members braving the
weather to catch a glimpse of the
Snowman cars hurtling through the
forest. Right: two rally cars at
Teanacoil.

Beavers!

Spring and Summer Events
The first event of the season was held on
Easter Monday, when Forest Ranger,
Sheila organised a Geocaching for Beginners session.
On Sunday 3rd June 10.20am A joint
Boblainy Forest Group / Inverness Ramblers walk will be led by Floris Greenlaw, taking in the Culnaskiach Falls, the
remains of the old settlement of Coulachie, going over the top of Creagan
Dubh, round Tor of Boblainy and back to
the start point at Ardendrain. The walk is
9 miles but it will be possible to opt out
or join in after the waterfall visit at the
main bridge over the Bruiach Burn. Sturdy footwear required. Please contact Floris Greenlaw for more details – 01463
741342
On Thursday 21st June 7.00pm join
Rob Chapman for an approximate 2
hours circular walk in the forest. This is
our traditional Longest Day Walk. A
short circular walk in attractive and interesting parts of the forest, starting and
finishing at Ardendrain. Sturdy footwear
required. Explore archaeological remains
and learn about the history and natural
history of the forest.
Later events, including possibly more
family fun events for the school summer
holidays, will be announced shortly.
Watch out for posters in the village Post
Office.
All events are free and are open to locals and visitors alike. Children must be
accompanied by adults for all activities.
See individual posters in due course
for further information, or phone
Sheila Wallace on 741382

Report from Sheila Moir

W

e have a great group of girls and boys in Beavers just now
and we have been having a lot of fun with our usual programme of games, crafts and badge work.
However, we have had a couple of special projects this term, the first being a celebration of the Queen’s ascension to the throne. As 6 th February was a Beaver night,
we all (leaders too) dressed up as Kings and Queens and had a banquet. Obviously
we had cucumber sandwiches and jam tarts, but Keema also baked us a celebration
cake. In the weeks before we made crown jewels. These were rings, crowns and very
edible orbs - cup cakes decorated with sweets which were a great success!
This gave us the idea for our second project. We wanted to raise just a little amount
of money for the Archie Foundation for the new children’s ward at Raigmore. This
was partly for a badge, but mostly to encourage the Beavers to do something for this
very good cause which is, of course, for the benefit of all Highland children. We decided to make cup cakes and have the Beavers decorate them. The cakes were arranged on two cake stands and the Beavers sold raffle tickets in advance to family and
friends. We had a lovely time doing the decorating – the Hall kitchen may never be
entirely free from hundreds and thousands! The raffle was drawn on the last Beaver
night before Easter and we raised a magnificent £70 for Archie. Thanks go to all who
bought tickets.
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The Coffee Shop

at Kiltarlity Post Office & Village Store
Our menu offers a delicious selection of
Hot and Cold food and drinks...

Tasty filled rolls, sandwiches, toasties &
baguettes all freshly made to order
– just the way you want them!
A variety of scrumptious home bakes,
pancakes & teacakes, perfect to enjoy with
a cup of freshly brewed Fairtrade coffee.
Take Away available
Phone orders accepted: 01463 741284

Kiltarlity Post Office, Village Store & Coffee Shop...
Proud to serve the Kiltarlity Community.

