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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN
Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of The Tiger.
With the legal requirements of new Data Protection legislation now finally resolved, what a
pleasure it is to return to the main reason for our existence – the remembrance of “the lads”. This,
of course, takes many forms and one of the more unusual was the opportunity for Valerie and I
to attend the Steam Gala at Maldegem in Belgium, in early May. Held to commemorate the
centenary of the end of the Great War, this event featured both standard and narrow gauge
locomotives from the War period and an appearance – arranged at “the eleventh hour” – of the
“Lest We Forget” steam engine, depicted on this month’s cover.
Of particular interest to rail enthusiasts was the appearance of the Apedale Valleys Light Railway’s
“Joffre” class narrow gauge locomotive, manufactured in 1916 by Kerr, Stuart & Company of
Stoke-on-Trent. Named after French General Joseph Joffre, although 70 were built during the
conflict, only six are known to survive. Incidentally, another class of locomotives – the Haig Class
– were created from unused parts of the Joffres at the end of the War. Also on display was a 1906
Prussian locomotive, Yvonne, believed to have been taken by the British during the Great War and
“resident” locomotives from the same era, Navizence, built in 1910, Fred (1925) and Jack (also
1925).
Maldegem, being some 15 miles north-west of
Ghent and thus well to the east of the
battlefields of Ypres, spent the majority of the
Great War under German occupation, as did
the nearby town of Eekloo, some three miles
to the south-east and the other “end of the
line” for the locomotive rides offered that day.
Having enjoyed a gentle journey in period
carriages pulled by Navizence, and passing a
considerable concrete bunker en-route, a
tavern in Eeklo provided a welcome refuge
from the midday sun, excellent refreshment
The “Joffre” Class
and a giant “omelet et frites”! Of more lasting
Narrow Gauge Locomotive
benefit was the opportunity to acquire a dust(photograph courtesy of William Loyd)
covered booklet, rescued from the tavern
staircase, giving short histories of all the surrounding towns during the Great War period.
Maldegem was occupied by German forces on 14th October 1914 and, with many Belgians fleeing
into neutral Holland, the borders were soon closed. From 1915 that border was guarded by an
electrified fence - the Doodendraad or “Death Wire” - whilst from the autumn of 1916, a series
of over 850 concrete bunkers – the Hollandstellung - were constructed between Knokke, on the
North Sea coast, and roughly followed the Belgian-Dutch border for some 47 miles before joining
the existing defences of the port of Antwerp. Designed to halt a much-feared Allied invasion of
Belgium through neutral Holland this threat, of course, would never materialize. The bunker
visible from the railway line near the outskirts of Eeklo was one of the survivors of this formidable
defensive line. It can therefore be said that the occupying Germans erected an electric fence to
keep the Belgians in Belgium and a line of bunkers to keep everyone else out! Readers may also
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be interested to know that a similar line (and number) of bunkers were constructed along the then
Danish-German border to prevent any British assaults against the Kiel Canal, a vital German Naval
artery, through neutral Denmark.

The Hollandstellung Bunker, near Eeklo
Returning to Maldegem, we were then able to enjoy a selection
of trade stands, the music of a Belgian West Coast Pipe Band
and Belgian ice-cream served from a vintage vehicle. A number
“French Medical Staff”
of re-enactors were also in attendance, including French
amongst the re-enactors
Medical Staff (shown right), British Tommies and German
Uhlans. The young “Frenchman” was the most talkative, informing me he lives in a village east of
Kortrijk (Courtrai) that was liberated by Belgian and Scottish troops (part of the Groupe d'Armées
des Flandres, nominally commanded by King Albert of the Belgians) in October 1918. He then
declared that, as a tribute to the Scots who lost their lives during that assault, he has learnt to play
the bagpipes! Maldegem was liberated in October 1918, following the last-ever Belgian Cavalry
charge at the neighbouring hamlet of Burkel on the 19th of that month.

“Yvonne”, the Prussian engine
believed captured by the British

“Jack” built in 1925
under observation by a “British Tommy”

Despite all other entertainments available, the steam locomotives remained the stars of the show
and a reminder of the vital role played by railways during the Great War. May their efforts continue
to be remembered . . .
D.S.H.
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PARISH NOTICES

FORTHCOMING BRANCH MEETINGS
The Elms Social & Service Club, Bushloe End,
WIGSTON, Leicestershire, LE18 2BA
7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. (Approx.)
25th June 2018
Guest Speaker: Nigel Atter, MSc
2nd Leicesters in Mesopotamia
A founding Member of our Branch, local military historian
and author Nigel Atter recounts the story of the 2nd Battalion
of our local Regiment in the distant battlefields of
Mesopotamia, a campaign only now beginning to receive the
attention it merits . . .

30th July 2018
Guest Speaker: John Stanyard
Under Two Flags –
The Salvation Army in the Great War
At the outbreak of the First World War The Salvation Army’s
official policy was to refuse to pass judgment or make formal
comment of any kind on the warring parties. Their
contribution in that conflict was, however, substantial, as
explained by Retired Corps Sergeant Major John Stanyard
from Kettering Salvation Army Church.

27th August 2018
Guest Speakers: Adam Lowe
The Battle of Jutland
&
David Humberston
The Zeebrugge Raid
In a Naval “Double Bill”, Oakham Town Mayor Adam
Lowe (left) and David Humberston present their versions
of two of the major Naval actions of the Great War.
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OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY . . .
AT RISK WAR MEMORIALS
can be viewed on:
SATURDAY, 7th JULY 2018
11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.

at
The Chancel,
Rear of All Saints Church,
Highcross Street, Leicester
Further information is available from Project Director,
Denis Kenyon, who can be contacted on
denis.kenyon@hotmail.co.uk
.

A GREAT WAR WEEKEND
AT

HINCKLEY & DISTRICT
MUSEUM

FRAMEWORK KNITTERS’ COTTAGES
LOWER BOND STREET
HINCKLEY
LEICESTERSHIRE
LE10 1QU
(on 48 & 158 Bus Routes)

SATURDAY
14TH JULY 2018
10.00 A.M. – 3.30 P.M.

SUNDAY
15 JULY 2018
2.00 P.M. – 4.00 P.M.

GREAT WAR MEMORABILIA
DISPLAYS &
WFA BRANCH EXHIBITS

Pay and Display Car Park
at the side & rear of the Museum
Free Parking on Sunday

TH

ADMISSION £1

ALL WELCOME
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YOUR
BRANCH
WILL BE
AMONGST
THE
ATTENDEES
10.00 a.m – 3.00 p.m.

MELTON MOWBRAY
GREAT WAR CENTENARY TRAIL
Walking Tours along the Melton Mowbray
Great War Centenary Trail are taking place every
Tuesday morning, leaving from the Melton
Carnegie Museum (Thorpe End, Melton
Mowbray, LE13 1RB) at 10.30 a.m.
Following tea or coffee, a comprehensive tour
lasting approximately two hours will be
undertaken. The Tour costs £3, with all monies
donated to the Melton Belvoir Rotary Club, for
reinvestment back into the local community.
Trail guides are also on sale for £1 at the
Carnegie Museum (subject to availability).
A stall selling the Trail guide and offering minitours will be present in the Town Centre during
the Painting the Town Red event on Sunday,
24th June 2018, between 10.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m.

The Trail was created by WFA Member
Derek Simmonds.
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LINCOLN CALLING . . .

In a Letter of Introduction recently
received from Jonathan D’Hooghe, the
new Chairman of the Lincoln & North
Lincolnshire Branch, we were made
aware of the following event, which
may be of interest to our readers.
Their Branch will be hosting their 2018
Great War Seminar on Saturday 29th
September 2018. Tickets are available
via their Branch Website and full details
of the event are shown opposite.
The Speaker Programme is as follows:
Peter Barton:
The Backward Glance
The Great War did not unfold as most
believe: there
are
everywhere
better
truths. What are they, and how might they
affect perceptions and legacies?
Rob Thompson:
The Empire Strikes Back:
BEF Logistics during the
100 Days Offensives 1918
The relationship between BEF offensive
capability during the 100 Days Campaign,
1918, logistics and how the outcome of the
campaign was very much dependent upon
BEF logistic capability.

Venue Information
The LEAP Auditorium,
The Collection, Danes Terrace,
Lincoln,
LN2 1LP
The Leap Auditorium is within the The Collection
Museum in the heart of Lincoln. Seating 120 guests the
venue is air-conditioned and allows for disabled access
and seating. There is also the facility of a hearing
induction loop.
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Richard Pullen:
1918, Vindication and Victory
for the Tanks
The story of how the tanks left their image
of ‘folly’ or ‘flash in the pan’ behind and
became indispensable on the battlefield.

A RESCUER OF ROYALTY
by David Humberston
July 2018 will mark the centenary of the execution of Tsar Nicholas II of Russia, his Tsarina,
Alexandra, and their five young children at the orders of the Bolshevik leader, Vladimir Lenin.
Fourteen other members of the Romanov Imperial family would also perish before a further 17
were carried into permanent exile in April 1919 on board the British battleship, H.M.S.
Marlborough, dispatched at the specific request of King George V. Amongst those rescued was
Tsarina Marie, mother of Nicholas and sister to our own Queen Alexandra.
No doubt much of the above will be recalled in forthcoming days,
but less remembered are the efforts of King George to ensure the
Austro-Hungarian Emperor and his family avoided a similar fate and
the role played in their rescue by a man with strong local
connections.
Born in February 1874, Edward Lisle Strutt had illustrious ancestry.
His father, the Honorable Arthur Strutt was the grandson of the 1st
Baron Belper, himself a grandson of Jebediah Strutt, a prominent
hosier and cotton spinning pioneer whose statue adorns the Boots
building in East Street, Derby. In April 1973 Arthur Strutt had
married Alice March Phillips de Lisle, a daughter of Ambrose de
Lisle of Garendon Hall, near Loughborough. Edward was the eldest
of their two children.

Edward Lisle Strutt
Educated at Beaumont College, Windsor, Christ Church, Oxford and Innsbruck University, he
fought in both the Boer War and the Great War with the Royal Scots, earning five Mentions in
Despatches. From 1916 he served as Field Marshal Milne’s principal Liaison Officer at the French
Headquarters in Salonika and concluded his service with many decorations, including the D.S.O.,
a C.B.E and the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel.
In mid-February 1919, news was received in London of a plot to murder the former Emperor and
Empress of Austro-Hungary, then in “internal exile” at Eckartsau, 25 miles east of Vienna. On
22nd February, Strutt was ordered to Eckartsau to give the Emperor and Empress the “moral
support of the British Government”. In the event, Strutt would provide much more . . .
As the Emperor’s biographer, Gordon Brook Shepherd would later write: The choice, on paper and
in practice, was indeed the perfect one. His social credentials were appropriate. He was a Catholic,
like the Emperor to whom he would be assigned. He was a linguist, whose languages included German.
He was a plain, uncompromising soul, who saw everything political in terms of black and white, or
rather black and red. All radicals, whether Socialist or Communist, were seen as instruments of evil.
By instinct and emotion he (Strutt) was a partisan of the old European order to whose fringes he himself
belonged. What more could a Habsburg Emperor in distress require? What could not be foreseen was

the bond that Strutt would develop for his Imperial charges, a sentiment that was to be reciprocated
in full
Upon the accession to the Imperial throne in November 1916, Emperor Karl and Empress Zita
had brought youth to an ancient crown, but the double burden of War and continual ethnic
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unrest had ultimately proved insurmountable and Karl’s dream of bringing an end to the War and
creating a Federal Union of states over which he could reign had become a nightmare. On 11 th
November 1918, he had issued a proclamation in which he relinquished his “participation in the
administration of the State”. He had not, however, formally abdicated and continued to harbour
hopes of his restoration. In March 1919, however, the first government of the now Republic of
Austria decided to force the issue. Karl could
abdicate and remain as a private citizen, refuse to
abdicate and be exiled or refuse to both abdicate
and leave, but be interned. On 15th March, Strutt
received a message from London advising him to
arrange for the Imperial family – the Emperor had
five young children – to leave for Switzerland as
soon as possible. Only a passionate appeal by
Strutt to the Empress finally swayed the Emperor
to agree to leave, but only after extracting a
promise that he left as Emperor without
abdicating. However, Strutt’s problems were only
Emperor Karl & Empress Zita, 1911
just beginning . . .
The Chancellor of Austria, Karl Renner, now intervened. In a
series of clashes with Strutt, he first demanded the right to
search the Imperial family before they departed. Strutt refused
Then he demanded a “High Commissioner” accompany the
train to see that “no disagreeable incidents occurred”. Strutt
retorted that, at the occurrence of the very first incident, the
Commissioner would be shot and Strutt would undertake the
shooting! Finally, when the Emperor’s abdication was again
demanded, Strutt produced a draft “telegram” to London
requesting the naval blockade of Austria be renewed and all
food trains halted with immediate effect. At this magnificent
bluff – Strutt, of course, had no authority to demand such
actions – Renner capitulated and, on 23rd March, the Imperial
Family departed for Switzerland.
Karl Renner

Strutt maintained contact with his former charges, firstly from Constantinople and then from the
Free City of Danzig, where he had been posted as Assistant High Commissioner. In February
1921, he was “summoned” by the former Emperor from a holiday in Switzerland to meet Karl at
Geneva. Karl was about to undertake a mission to reclaim the throne of Hungary and asked Strutt
to deliver a letter of goodwill to King George V once the restoration had occurred. Strutt declined,
requesting the letter be handed to the British representative in Budapest. Karl also entrusted the
Empress and their children to Strutt’s care – this invitation he gladly accepted.
Karl was unsuccessful in reclaiming his crown, as he was again seven months later when a second
attempt also met with failure. Strutt had no involvement in this second attempt, which concluded
with the Imperial family leaving Hungary on board a British gunboat, H.M.S. Glowworm, down
the Danube to Romania and final exile in Madeira. Strutt, again, provided support with an offer
of accommodation, but alternative arrangements were made. Here Karl would die a broken man
on 1st April 1922, two months before the birth of his eighth child. Edward Strutt died on 7th July
1948, still highly regarded by the exiled Royalty he had helped to save 30 years before . . .
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CENTENARY CALENDAR

JULY 1918
1st – Britain: A substantial part of the National launches seven Sopwith Camels modified to
Shell
Filling
Factory
at
Chilwell, carry 50lb bombs on a dawn strike against
Nottinghamshire, destroyed in explosion of 8 German airship sheds at Tondern. Three sheds
tons of TNT. Blast heard 20 miles away. 134 (known as Toska, Tobias and Toni) bombed –
killed, of whom only 32 are positively identified, captive balloons and Imperial German Navy’s
250 injured. Factory returned to work for the Zeppelins L54 & L60 destroyed; Palestine:
war effort next day reportedly achieving highest Ottomans and German forces mount a brief
ever weekly production just one month later.
attack at Abu Tellul near the River Jordan, but
9th – France: British flying ace Major James are defeated by regiments of the Australian Light
Thomas Byford McCudden, VC, DSO & Bar, Horse.
MC & Bar, MM, killed when his S.E.5a fighter 20th – France: General Erich Ludendorff, calls
crashes during routine take-off over Auxi-le- off his proposed attack against British in
Château. He is amongst the most highly northern France due to deteriorating situation in
decorated airmen in British military history.
Second Battle of Marne
11th – Lithuania: German Prince Wilhelm of 24th – Belgium: At 1,650 lb the largest RAF aerial
Urach accepts crown and takes name of King bomb to be deployed in War, the “SN”, is
Mindove II. Germans have been occupying this dropped by Handley Page 0/400 of 214
former Russian province since 1915 and Squadron over Middelkerke. The initials stand
continue to exert influence.
for Essen as bomb designed for destruction of
th
14 – France: Second Lieutenant Quentin Essen Munitions Works and similar large
Roosevelt, youngest son of former U.S. German factories built of concrete.
President, Teddy, killed in aerial combat over 26th – France: British flying ace and pioneer of
the River Marne, near Coulonges-en-Tardenois. fighter aircraft tactics in aerial warfare, Major
His body identified by the Germans and buried Edward Corringham "Mick" Mannock VC, DSO
with full battlefield honours.
& Two Bars, MC & Bar, shot down and killed by
15th – France: The Second Battle of the Marne German ground fire whilst flying low over
begins with 23 German Divisions assaulting the Calonne-sur-la-Lys near Pacault. He, too, is
French Fourth & Sixth Armies, assisted by amongst the most highly decorated airmen in
British, U.S. and Italian troops. Intended to British military history; Russia:- Expecting to be
capture Reims, although ground was gained, the repatriated back to their homeland, a group of
city does not fall and by midday the attack stalls. former Austro-Hungarian POWs, known as
16th – Siberia: Former Russian royal family, Czech Legion, occupy Ekaterinburg and take
including Tsar Nicholas II and the Tsarina, arms from Bolsheviks who had blocked their
murdered by Bolsheviks at Ekaterinburg where plan. They will become embroiled in Russian
they have lived in internal exile since late 1917
Civil War fighting with anti-Bolshevik forces.
th
18 – France: Beginning of Allied Aisne-Marne 27th – Britain: A Communications Squadron is
offensive. In the subsequent Battles of Soissons formed at Hendon to operate in the VIP
and Tardenois, Germans suffer casualties of transport role for ferrying officials and
168,000 and begin a retreat on the 20th. Allied documents.
casualties number 95,000 French, 13,000 British, 30th - English Channel: Q-ship HMS Stock
12,000 American and 9,000 Italians.
Force torpedoed 25 nautical miles west off Start
19th – Schleswig (Denmark): First ever carrier- Point, Devon. She counter-attacks and severely
borne air strike, ordered by Rear-Admiral damages, eventually sinking, U-boat SM UB-80
Commanding Aircraft, R F Phillimore, from earning her commander, 27 year old Lieutenant
position off Lyngvig Light when HMS Furious Harold Auten DSC, RNR, a Victoria Cross.
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD

ROYAL ARMY VETERINARY CORPS
CENTENARY PARADE

The Royal Army Veterinary Corps (RAVC), was originally
known as the Army Veterinary Corps before receiving the
Royal Warrant on 27th November 1918.
As part of the Royal Army Veterinary Corps Centenary
celebrations, a parade will take place through Melton
Mowbray town centre on Friday 27th July 2018. There will be
a marching band, riders dress in Great War uniform and over
300 RAVC personnel and Association members taking part.
The parade will start at 11.00 am and all are invited to attend.
Our thanks go to Derek Simmonds,
County Town Representative for Melton Mowbray,
for making us aware of this event.

SEEN AROUND THE COUNTY . . .
Tiger reader Graham Flatt has provided this
photograph of Earl Shilton Methodist
Church showing a splendid cascade of handknitted Poppies carefully sown onto mesh to
create the required display.
Created as part of the Earl Shilton “In
Bloom” initiative, the Poppies will remain in
place until November. A Poppy Mural and
two Poppy benches have also been placed
next to the town’s War Memorial, which
remembers 104 fatalities of the Great War
and a further 30 from World War II.
Our thanks go to Graham for sharing his
photograph with our readers.
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NEVER A COWARD, BUT A SHINING EXAMPLE
OF ENGLAND’S YOUNG MANHOOD
by Roy-Anthony Birch
Many of us, I’m sure, will share that feeling of satisfaction on finding exactly what we are looking
for as we trawl through the local newspapers of 100 years ago. Yet for me, at least as great a joy
lies in the serendipitous discovery of those unlooked for items that point to as yet unthought of
lines of enquiry or, as in this case, offer a piquant introduction to the piece I am about to write.
So it was as my eye alighted on a tiny paragraph at the foot of a column in The Leicester Daily Post
of September 15th 1916, where we read that a certain H.A. Tanser, a scholar at the local Grammar
School, had secured a history bursary at Manchester University “but has forfeited this in order that
he might join the colours”. Much as this preference for the army is indeed to be admired, we hardly
need to look northwards for equally commendable attitudes among Leicester’s Grammar School
population in the War’s pre-conscription days.
One of the most moving of all such stories concerns William Kingsley Callard, a pupil of The
Wyggeston Boys Grammar School, who had much in common with Captain Arthur John
Wakerley; featured in my Father and Son in Peace and War “TIGER” articles of June and July
2017. William, or “Kingsley” as, for the most part, I shall call him, was born in Leicester on March
13th 1897, the eldest of three children - two sons and a daughter, of William Thomas and Fannie
Callard, latterly of Leicester. William Thomas was in fact a native of Torquay in Devon, with an
ancestry easily traceable to the late 18th-century via a William Callard living in Buckfastleigh in
1683. By the closing decades of the 19th century the Callards had risen to prominence in the
Torbay business community with William Thomas’ own father, yet another William, presiding over
a not insubstantial catering empire of two restaurants and five bakery & confectionary outlets. On
moving to Leicester, William Thomas (Kingsley’s father) was to
establish a similar chain of bakery & confectionary enterprises,
with four shops in the centre of the town; one of which, at 122
London Road (corner of Highfield Street, north side) became the
principal retail outlet and the family home from the turn of the
20th century onwards.

Callard’s Bread & Cakes,
established by W. T. Callard

It was from here that Kingsley would have walked or ridden into
the town to “The Wyggeston”, then at no. 1 Highcross Street,
(now St. Martin’s Cathedral Centre), which he attended from
1905-1915. While he achieved at least as much as would have
been expected of him academically, it was in the athletics arena
and on the football and cricketing fields that he truly excelled,
albeit with characteristic modesty. We notice him first in 1910,
aged 13, winning the under 15s three-legged race, over 120 yards,
partnering one L. Stevens, and with The Wyggestonian School
Magazine commenting that “faithful to precedent, this event
afforded plenty of amusement”.

More serious success came in the immediate approach to the 1914-18 War; but irremediable
sadness also, as home playing fields were turned into training grounds and rifle ranges etc. and
before long, into allotments, while far too many a foreign field was, of awful necessity, taken for a
12

tented hospital or for the burial of the dead. Some 200 Old Wyggestonians were to lay down their
lives during the War, with three of the School’s leading sportsmen, linchpins of the triumphant
Football XI in the Inter-School 1913-14 season, falling within little more than a year of oneanother in 1915 & 16. The first to fall was W.D. Freeman of 1st/4th Leicesters, son of the Minister
of Belvoir Street Baptist Chapel, killed in Belgium on May 15th 1915: A.E.G. Mason of 7th
Leicesters, “the best all-round athlete that the School has ever produced”, succumbed to wounds
received in France on June 30th 1916; and sadly, yes: the third to perish was W. Kingsley Callard
of 5th Bn. Leicestershire Regiment.
Kingsley was Alan Mason’s footballing Vice-Captain throughout that memorable 1913-14 season
and remained so in the following year on Mason’s leaving school. Seen as a doughty and effective
tackler in his customary midfield (half-back) position, Kingsley “got through an immense amount of
work in every match”, passing delightfully and distributing the ball with consummate ease: by
implication at least, demonstrating a ready ability to “read the game”. In short, a model of
intelligence and fleet-footed skill combined. Kingsley was also Captain of The Cricket Second XI
in 1914 and on into 1915, his final year; here especially, showing some of the emerging qualities
of an exemplary leader. For although “he had a good chance of gaining his School colours in the
First XI” he preferred to remain with “The Seconds” to bring on the youngsters, much as a senior
chorister is expected to do in encouraging probationers, for example, in a cathedral choir. Here
then, in W. Kingsley Callard, we find a quiet determination to follow a chosen or a given course
and a willingness to share his knowledge for the benefit of others; qualities that made for the “most
promising young officer” that the still teenage subaltern duly became.
Kingsley’s unselfish and compassionate nature undoubtedly stemmed from an avowedly Christian
upbringing. The Callards were devoted and lifelong Methodists, as were the Wakerleys - father and
son etc., with both families worshipping regularly at Leicester’s Bishop Street Wesleyan Methodist
Church. (Such was the bond between the two families that one of the earliest commissions
received by Arthur Wakerley Snr., “Architect & Surveyor”, was for the design of Callard’s London
Road premises mentioned earlier, still to be seen today). Kingsley Callard’s commitment to The
Faith was, if anything, professed at an earlier age than was “young” Arthur Wakerley’s, with
Kingsley having “Decided for Christ on Children’s Sunday when only eight or nine years of age” (c.
1905), according to a eulogy in The Methodist Recorder. Again, the parallel between the two
younger men could hardly be closer. Both were dedicated Sunday School teachers and much
sought-after preachers, and both had intended to train for the Methodist Ministry, irrespective, in
Kingsley’s case, of his gaining a science scholarship at University College, Oxford.
This was in 1915; a year when so many young men would have wavered on the horns of a dilemma
over whether or not to take up more than purely spiritual arms. While such anxieties were far less
likely to have visited those devoid of Kingsley’s Christian principles, those of what I see as his
more reflective and less impulsive disposition almost inevitably faced sidelong sneers if not explicit
accusations of cowardice. And the suggestion lingers, even now, that Kingsley was quite openly
subjected to the charge. Mr Richard Gill, a member of the present-day Bishop Street congregation
and a former Master at The Wyggeston, has recently been kind enough to share an anecdote which
supports the suggestion of “the charge”, but not, of course, of its validity.
Mr Gill tells how one of Kingsley’s contemporary remembered an incident in the School
playground during the War. On being approached by a somewhat unhappy-looking Kingsley, his
Wyggeston contemporary asked what was troubling him. Kingsley replied that “the boys were
getting at me because I won’t enlist”. Such taunts and goadings were of course entirely
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unjustified. As in his earlier school career, and in spite of inherent religious scruples, Kingsley
would have realised in time what was expected of him. What was evidently interpreted as
cowardice or lack of commitment by those who should have known better, was actually born of
a rational decision to secure his University entrance prior to enlisting - Kingsley confided as much
to his playground contemporary, and in the hope of being able to resume his academic studies
once the War was won. In this, he had everything in common with Mr Tanser of Manchester from my introduction, and with his fellow-Methodist “young” Arthur Wakerley of 1st/4th
Leicesters, vis-à-vis the latter’s deliberately suspended Cambridge career.
Kingsley’s enrolment in The Inns of Court Officer Training Corps in mid-1915 was followed fairly
rapidly by a commission: The London Gazette 29th November 1915; “The Leicestershire Regiment:
William Kingsley Callard to be 2nd Lieutenant dated 21st November 1915”. Second Lieutenant Callard
was posted to the 5th (Territorial) Battalion of the “Tigers” Regiment, so many of whose men were
recruited from the shire towns of Loughborough and Hinckley. By early 1916 he was undergoing
training to become one of his Battalion’s bombing officers and as such, stood ready to play his
part in an action directly related to, though not, strictly speaking, part of, the forthcoming Battle
of The Somme: more a diversionary tactic than part of the major offensive per se.
By the time he joined the Battalion as one of eight subaltern re-enforcements in May 1916, the 5th
were already deployed in the Foncquivillers sector preparing apace for the engagement which
everyone, and not least the enemy, now knew must come. As part of 46th North Midland Division,
The 5th Leicesters were to support an assault towards the village of Gommecourt, now largely
ruined but still a formidable enemy stronghold, some 12 miles or 19 kms. south-west of Arras and
to the north of the principal battleground. The plan was for the 46th to skirt around the village in
a south-easterly direction while the 56th Division did likewise towards the north-east, with contact
between the two to be made on the east side of the village. Thus, the enemy garrison centred on
Gommecourt Chateau and Park would be isolated and lines of communication for supplies and
re-enforcements etc. would be cut. The attack at 7.30 a.m. on Saturday July 1st was deliberately coordinated with those in the south. But as with those far more notorious and deadly encounters,
the German defences were soon found not to have been breached to any significant extent and
the early morning attacks by the 46th and 56th Divisions were repulsed with particularly heavy
casualties among certain units.

The 5th Leicester’s position (far left) near Foncquivillers,
1st July 1916
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A fresh attack was planned for 3.30
that afternoon, using men of the 5th
North and South Staffordshires, the
5th Leicesters, and the 6th Sherwood
Foresters. It was hoped that this
somewhat makeshift force would
make contact with whatever remained
of the 139th Brigade, remnants of
which, at least, were thought to be
fighting in close proximity to, if not
actually in, the German trenches. As
with the morning attacks, however, it
was quickly realised that chances of
making meaningful progress were
minimal. Communication between
and even within certain units seemed

to be lacking while movement along our own already “sticky” trenches became increasingly
treacherous. Congestion and confusion were greater even than before. Troops who were able to
advance, much against the odds, were quickly scythed down by machine-gun fire, while so many
others, including those of the looked-for 139th Brigade, seemed simply to disappear. With an
obviously desperate situation threatening to become an utter shambles, the attack was aborted at
3.50 p.m., just 20 minutes after the start.
Casualties among the 1st/5th Leicesters had been mercifully light: just 13 fatalities overall. (It will
be remembered that they were mostly in support). But Second Lieutenant William Kingsley
Callard of “C” Coy. had been killed by shellfire while waiting to go forward during the afternoon
attack. He was less than 19½ years old. He now rests in Foncquivillers Military Cemetery (grave
reference I. L. 15) Pas de Calais, France. Naturally enough, he is named on the Wyggeston Boys
Grammar School WW1 Memorial at what is now Leicester’s Wyggeston & Queen Elizabeth I Sixth
Form College, and on the WW1 memorial in Bishop Street Methodist Church, - one of 23 names
listed there. Kingsley is also remembered on the Memorial in the antechapel of University College
Oxford, and on the headstone at the Callard family burial site in Leicester’s Welford Road
Cemetery.

William Kingsley Callard is remembered on the
War Memorials at Bishop Street Methodist Church (left)
and Wyggeston & Queen Elizabeth I Sixth Form College
(above)

This same headstone also records the passing of Kingsley’s father, W.T. Callard, who died
on September 7th 1916 aged 48. With his death coming so soon after that of his eldest son, some
have suggested that William Thomas may have died of “a broken heart”; a difficult concept
perhaps, medically speaking, especially for a man not yet 50, even for those days. And the death
certificate clearly shows the cause as “peritonitis” following surgery for “appendicitis”. Even so,
I freely confess to having more than a little sympathy with the view expressed in the “Concerning
People” column in The Leicester Daily Post of September 9th 1916; namely, “That his grief must
have had an effect in robbing his constitution of strength to fight his disease”.
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We thank once again those readers who
contacted us following the production of
previous issues of The Tiger. Your comments
are valued and welcomed and we are always
open to suggestions as to what you, our
readers, would like to see included/excluded.
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are
accepted in good faith and every effort is
always made to ensure accuracy of the
information given. It should be noted however
that the opinions expressed by the
contributors are not necessarily those of the
Editor, her associates or the Western Front
Association. The Editor reserves the right to
amend, condense or edit any article submitted
although the full version will be available, via
e-mail, upon request.

Anyone wishing to submit material is
more than welcome to contact us by
e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk

Jonathan Capewell - Coalville
Greg Drozdz B.E.M. - Hinckley
David & Dr. Karen Ette Loughborough

Due to holiday commitments, the
deadline date to ensure inclusion in
your next edition of The Tiger is:

Derek Simmonds - Melton Mowbray

Friday 13th July 2018
“We very much value your
continued support”

Our Branch Website Address is:
www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE
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