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CHAIRMAN (& COLUMN

\Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edilidnef Ti ger

With the legal requirements of new Data Protection legislation now finallydresbht a
pleasure it is to return to the main reason for our existéreceemembrance othe ladé This,

of course, takes many forms and one of the more unusual was the opportunity for Valerie and |
to attend the Steam Gala at Maldegem in Belgium, in earijeMaio commemorate the
centenary of the end of the Great War, this event featured bo#rdtand narrow gauge
locomotives from i Warperiodand an appearanéarranged aithe eleventh hoa® of the

oLest We Forgétsteam engine, depicted on this mdruttwver.

Of particular interest to rail enthusiasts was the appearance of the Aflegaleiyht Railway

oJoffred classnarrow gaug®comotive, manufacturéa 1916by Kerr, Stuart & Company of
Stokeon-Trent. Named after French General Joseph Joffre, although 70 were built during the
conflict, only six are known to survive. Incidgntaiother class of locomotigdheH a iClass

o0 were created from unused parts ofltleef &t the end of the War. Also on displag a 1906
Prussian locomotivé,v o rbalieved to have been taken by the British during the GreatdVar
oresidert locomotives from the same é¥aa v i z it io £910F r €1825) and a c¢also

1925).

Maldegentbeing some 15 miles noxtiest of
Ghent and thus well to the east of t
battlefields of Ypres, spent the majority of
Great War under German occupation, as
the nearby town of Eekloo, some three n
to the soutkeast and the othéend of the
lined for the locomotive rides offered thiaty.

Having enjoyed a genfleurneyin period
carriages pulled ya v i z and gassing
considerable concrete bunker-rame, a
tavern in Eeklo provided a welcome rei
o= XL A from the midday suexcellent refreshment
Thfel o folCt @as s and a giamomelet et frite® Of more lasting
NarrowlLGaxwgmt i ve benefit was the opportunity to acquire a-c
(photograph court es coveredbooklet, rescued from the tavern
staircase, giving short histories of all the surrounding townstloe@gat War period.

Maldegem was occupied by German forces'o@ctdber 1914 and, with many Belgians fleeing

into neutral Holland, the borders were soon cléseth 1915 that border wasagded by an
electrified fencetheD o0 o d e n ar oDaaahdViré - whilst from the autumn of 1916, a series

of over 85@oncrete bunkefstheH o | | a n d-swvere doristuuoted betwaenokke, on the

North Seaoastandroughlyfollowed the BelgiaDutch border for some 47 miles before joining

the existing defences of the port of Antwerp. Designed ® inaithfeared Allied invasion of
Belgium through neutral Hollathis threat, of course, would never materidlize.bunker

visible from theailwayline near the outskirts of Eeklo was one of the survivors of this formidable
defersiveline It can therefore be said that the occupying Germans erected an electric fence to
keep the Belgians in Belgium and a line of bunkerptevergone else out! Readers may also
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be interested to know that a similar(amel numberf bunkers were construci@dng the then

DanishGerman border to prevent any British assaults against the Kiel Canal, a vital German Naval
artery, through neutral Denmark.

The Hollandstellung E

Returning to Maldegem, we were then able to enjoy a se
of trade stands, the music of a Belgiast Coad®ipe Banc
and Belgian ieeream served from a vintagéicleA number ’ \
of reeenactors were also in attendance, including F AFrench Meodi c
Medical Staffshown right), British Tommies and Germar amongstitentalte o
Uhlans. The yourirrenchmaé@was the most talkative, informing me he lives in a village -
Kortrijk (Courtrai) that was liberated by Belgian and Scottish troops (paGaiupe d'Armée:
des Flandresominally commanded by King Albert of thegi@ak) in October 1918. He then
declared that, as a tribute to the Scots who lost their lives during that assault, he has le
the bagpipesWlaldegem was liberated in October 1918, following thevdadBelgian Caval
charge at the neighbmgihamlet of Burkel on the™&f that month.

B i e

£ T T < s, . g - N Gy o v L g NG s B A o
AYvoanhbe Prussian AJaelkui It in 19
bel i eaptdured by t wunder obbsyefiBav ati e

Despite all other entertainments available, the steam locomotives tbmataesiof the show

and a reminder of the vital role played by railways during the Gr&&tyWaeir efforts continue
to be remembered . . .

D.S.H.



PARISH NOTICES

FORTHCOMING BRANCH MEETINGS
The Elms Social & Service Club, Bushloe End,
WIGSTON, Leicestershire, LE18 2BA
7:30 p.md 9:30 p.m. (Approx.)

25" June2018
Guest Speake¥igel Atter, MSc
2"d _eicesters in Mesopotamia

A founding Member of our Branch, logalitaryhistorian
- and author Nigel Atteecounts the story of th&' Battalion
1974 of our local Regiment in the distant battlefields

l ,, Mesopotamia, a campaign only now beginning to rece

' 'f
‘ g attention it merits . . .
y QN

30" July 2018 |
Guest Speakelohn Stanyard
Under Two Flagsi
The Salvation Army in the Great War

At the outbreak of the First World War The Salvation &
official policy was to refuse to pass judgment or make 1 L éa
comment of any kind on the warring parti€beir ¢ 2 g0
contribution in that conflict was, however, substanti

explained by Retiredofps Sergeant Major John Stan
from Kettering Salvation Army Church.

27" August 2018
Guest SpeakeiAdam Lowe
The Battle of Jutland
&

David Humberston
The Zeebrugge Raid

InaNavai Doubl e Bill 6, @dakh a
Lowe (left) and DavidHumberston present their version
of two of the major Naval actions of the Great War.



http://oakhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/AL03.png

OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY . ..

AT RISK WAR MEMORIALS

can be viewed on:

SATURDAY, 7" JULY 2018
11.00 a.md 4.00 p.m.

at
The Chancel,
Rear of AllSaints Church,
Highcross Street, Leicester
Further information is available from Project Direct

Denis Kenyon, who can be contacted on
denis.kenyon@hotmail.co.uk

AT
HINCKLEY & DISTRICT
MUSEUM
FRAMEWORK KNI TTERSHS
LOWER BOND STREET
HINCKLEY
LEICESTERSHIRE
LE10 1QU

(on 48 & 158 Bus Routes)

SATURDAY SUNDAY
14™ JULY 20B 15™ JULY 20B
10.00 A.M9 3.30 P.M. 2.00 P.M.0 4.00 P.M.
GREAT WAR MEMORABILIA Pay and Display Car Park
DISPLAYS & at the side & rear of the Museum
WFA BRANCH EXHIBITS Free Parking on Sunday
ADMISSION £1
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Leicester Histcry Festiva
Sat 29 Sept 2018

Leicester Grammar S3chool is proud to be hoesiing the inaugural YO U R
Leicester History Festival on Saturday September 25th 2018, The festival

will showeoose a broad range of activilies, expert speakers, and
workshops, from the city whose history rons deep. Among the exhibitors B RAN C H

dlready expected are those from RAF Museurn Cosford, the Sealed WI L L B E
kot Civil War re-enaciment group and a range of leading academic
speakers debating the big queastions of Word War Cne as part of our
sefies of special talks to mark the Centenary of the great conflict. AM O N G ST
We alzo plan a range of farmily-fiendly educational workshops and T H E

peromances from local Ristorians, musicians, and

other educators on historical themes such as Roman fighting skills, and ATT E N D E ES

Leicester's own many Royal conneciions.

10.00 a.n® 3.00 p.m.

MELTON MOWBRAY
GREAT WAR CENTENARY TRAIL

Walking Toursalong the Melton Mowbre
Great War Centenary Traié taking place eve
Tuesdaymorning, leaving fromthe Melton
Carnegie Museum(Thorpe End, Meltor
Mowbray, LE13 1Rt 10.3@.m.

Followingteaor coffeg a comprehensive tol i A Mzuoymv
lasting appoximately two hours will b o e FIRST WORLD WAR
undertaken. The Tour costs £3, with all mo  § —

donated to the Melton Belvoir Rotary Club, ;,'.-- £ Centena
reinvestment back into the local community : alklﬂg Tratl

21918- 2078

Trail guides arealsoon sale for £1 at th
Carnegie Museufaubject to availability).

A stall selling the Trail guide and offering-n
tours will be present in the Town Centre du
the Painting the Town Redevent on Sunda
24" June 2018, between 10.00 a.m. and 4.0

The Traill was created by WFA Member < Cornghnd by Dereh M Shreos A8
Derek Simmonds. o ey el ¥




LINCOLN CALLING ...

Venue Information

The LEAP Auditorium,
The Collection, Danes Terrace,
Lincoln,
LN2 1LP

The Leap Auditorium is within the The Collect
Museum in the heart of Lincoln. Seating 120 gues
venue is aiconditioned and allows for disabled ac
and seating. There is also the facility of a he
induction loop.

In a Letter of Introduction recent
received from Jonathar#i®oghe, the
new Chairman of the Lincoln & Nor
Lincolnshire Branch, we were m
aware of the following event, wh
may be of interest to our readers.

Thar Branch wilbehosingtheir2018
Great War Seminar on Saturda¥
September 2018dickets are availak
via thér Branch Website and full detz
of the event are shown opposite.

The Speaker Programme is as follg

Peter Barton:
The Backward Glance

The Great War did not unfoldbsd
believilniere are  everywhere
truthswhat are they, and how mig
affect perceptions and legacies?

Rob Thompson:
The Empire Strikes Back
BEF Logistics during the
100 Days Offensives 1918

The relationship between BEF
capability during the 100 Days Cg
1918 logistiand how thetamme of
campaign was very much deper
BEF logistic capability.

Richard Pullen:
1918Vindication and Victory
for the Tanks

The story of how the tanks left the
of dollpordlash in the phahind and
became indispensable on the ba




