
THE TIG ER 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

ñLest We Forgetò 

Maldegem Steam Gala, Belgium, 5th May 2018 
 

THE N EWSLETTER OF 
THE LEICESTERSHIRE & RUTLAND BRANCH  

OF THE  
WESTERN FRONT ASSOCIATION  

ISSUE 81 ð JULY 2018 



CHAIRMAN õS COLUMN 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of  The Tiger.  
 

With the legal requirements of  new Data Protection legislation now finally resolved, what a 
pleasure it is to return to the main reason for our existence ð the remembrance of  òthe ladsó.  This, 
of  course, takes many forms and one of  the more unusual was the opportunity for Valerie and I 
to attend the Steam Gala at Maldegem in Belgium, in early May. Held to commemorate the 
centenary of  the end of  the Great War, this event featured both standard and narrow gauge 
locomotives from the War period and an appearance ð arranged at òthe eleventh houró ð of  the 
òLest We Forgetó steam engine, depicted on this monthõs cover. 
 

Of  particular interest to rail enthusiasts was the appearance of  the Apedale Valleys Light Railwayõs 
òJoffreó class narrow gauge locomotive, manufactured in 1916 by Kerr, Stuart & Company of  
Stoke-on-Trent. Named after French General Joseph Joffre, although 70 were built during the 

conflict, only six are known to survive. Incidentally, another class of  locomotives ð the Haig Class 

ð were created from unused parts of  the Joffres at the end of  the War. Also on display was a 1906 

Prussian locomotive, Yvonne, believed to have been taken by the British during the Great War and 

òresidentó locomotives from the same era, Navizence, built in 1910, Fred (1925) and Jack (also 
1925). 
 

 

Maldegem, being some 15 miles north-west of  
Ghent and thus well to the east of  the 
battlefields of  Ypres, spent the majority of  the 
Great War under German occupation, as did 
the nearby town of  Eekloo, some three miles 
to the south-east and the other òend of  the 
lineó for the locomotive rides offered that day. 
 
Having enjoyed a gentle journey in period 

carriages pulled by Navizence, and passing a 
considerable concrete bunker en-route, a 
tavern in Eeklo provided a welcome refuge 
from the midday sun, excellent refreshment  

The ñJoffreò Class  

Narrow Gauge Locomotive 

(photograph courtesy of William Loyd) 

and a giant òomelet et fritesó! Of  more lasting 
benefit was the opportunity to acquire a dust- 
covered booklet, rescued from the tavern 

staircase, giving short histories of  all the surrounding towns during the Great War period.  
 

Maldegem was occupied by German forces on 14th October 1914 and, with many Belgians fleeing 
into neutral Holland, the borders were soon closed. From 1915 that border was guarded by an 

electrified fence - the Doodendraad or òDeath Wireó - whilst from the autumn of  1916, a series 

of  over 850 concrete bunkers ð the Hollandstellung - were constructed between Knokke, on the 
North Sea coast, and roughly followed the Belgian-Dutch border for some 47 miles before joining 
the existing defences of  the port of  Antwerp. Designed to halt a much-feared Allied invasion of  
Belgium through neutral Holland this threat, of  course, would never materialize. The bunker 
visible from the railway line near the outskirts of  Eeklo was one of  the survivors of  this formidable  
defensive line. It can therefore be said that the occupying Germans erected an electric fence to 
keep the Belgians in Belgium and a line of  bunkers to keep everyone else out! Readers may also  
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be interested to know that a similar line (and number) of  bunkers were constructed along the then 
Danish-German border to prevent any British assaults against the Kiel Canal, a vital German Naval 
artery, through neutral Denmark.   

 

 
The Hollandstellung Bunker, near Eeklo 

 

Returning to Maldegem, we were then able to enjoy a selection 
of  trade stands, the music of  a Belgian West Coast Pipe Band 
and Belgian ice-cream served from a vintage vehicle. A number 
of  re-enactors were also in attendance, including French 
Medical Staff  (shown right), British Tommies and German  

 
ñFrench Medical Staffò 

amongst the re-enactors 
Uhlans. The  young òFrenchmanó was the most talkative, informing me he lives in a village east of  
Kortrijk (Courtrai) that was liberated by Belgian and Scottish troops (part of  the Groupe d'Armées 
des Flandres, nominally commanded by King Albert of  the Belgians) in October 1918. He then  
declared that, as a tribute to the Scots who lost their lives during that assault, he has learnt to play 
the bagpipes! Maldegem was liberated in October 1918, following the last-ever Belgian Cavalry 
charge at the neighbouring hamlet of  Burkel on the 19th of  that month.  
 

  
ñYvonneò, the Prussian engine  

believed captured by the British 

ñJackò built in 1925  

under observation by a ñBritish Tommyò 
 
Despite all other entertainments available, the steam locomotives remained the stars of  the show 
and a reminder of  the vital role played by railways during the Great War. May their efforts continue 
to be remembered . . . 
 
D.S.H. 
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PARISH NOTICES  
 

FORTHCOMING BRANCH MEETINGS  
The Elms Social & Service Club, Bushloe End,  

WIGSTON, Leicestershire, LE18 2BA 
 7:30 p.m. ð 9:30 p.m. (Approx.) 

 

 

25th June 2018  
Guest Speaker: Nigel Atter, MSc 

2nd Leicesters in Mesopotamia 
 

A founding Member of  our Branch, local military historian 
and author Nigel Atter recounts the story of  the 2nd Battalion 
of  our local Regiment in the distant battlefields of  
Mesopotamia, a campaign only now beginning to receive the 
attention it merits . . .    
 

 
  

30th July 2018  
Guest Speaker: John Stanyard 

Under Two Flags ï  

The Salvation Army in the Great War 
 

At the outbreak of  the First World War The Salvation Armyõs 
official policy was to refuse to pass judgment or make formal 
comment of  any kind on the warring parties. Their 
contribution in that conflict was, however, substantial, as 
explained by Retired Corps Sergeant Major John Stanyard 
from Kettering Salvation Army Church.  

  

 
 

27th August 2018  
Guest Speakers: Adam Lowe 

The Battle of Jutland 

& 
David Humberston 

The Zeebrugge Raid 
 

In a Naval ñDouble Billò, Oakham Town Mayor Adam 

Lowe (left) and David Humberston present their versions 

of two of the major Naval actions of the Great War. 
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OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY . . .  
 

 

AT RISK WAR MEMORIALS 
can be viewed on: 

 

 
. 

 

SATURDAY, 7th JULY 2018 
11.00 a.m. ð 4.00 p.m. 

at 
The Chancel,  

Rear of  All Saints Church, 
Highcross Street, Leicester 

 

Further information is available from Project Director, 
Denis Kenyon, who can be contacted on 

denis.kenyon@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 

 

A GREAT WAR WEEKEND  
 

 

 

AT 

HINCKLEY &  DISTRICT 
MUSEUM 

FRAMEWORK KNITTERSõ COTTAGES 
LOWER BOND STREET  

HINCKLEY  
LEICESTERSHIRE  

LE10 1QU 
(on 48 & 158 Bus Routes) 

 
SATURDAY  

14TH  JULY 2018 
10.00 A.M. ð 3.30 P.M. 

SUNDAY  
15TH  JULY 2018 

2.00 P.M. ð 4.00 P.M. 
 

GREAT WAR MEMORABILIA 
DISPLAYS & 

WFA BRANCH EXHIBITS  

Pay and Display Car Park 
at the side & rear of the Museum 

Free Parking on Sunday 
  

ADMISSION £1  

ALL WELCOME  
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10.00 a.m ð 3.00 p.m. 

 

 
 

YOUR 
BRANCH 
WILL BE 

AMONGST 
THE 

ATTENDEES 
 

 
 

MELTON MOWBRAY  
GREAT WAR CENTENARY TRAIL  

 

Walking Tours along the Melton Mowbray 
Great War Centenary Trail are taking place every 
Tuesday morning, leaving from the Melton 
Carnegie Museum (Thorpe End, Melton 
Mowbray, LE13 1RB) at 10.30 a.m. 
 
Following tea or coffee, a comprehensive tour 
lasting approximately two hours will be 
undertaken. The Tour costs £3, with all monies 
donated to the Melton Belvoir Rotary Club, for 
reinvestment back into the local community. 
 
Trail guides are also on sale for £1 at the 
Carnegie Museum (subject to availability). 
 
A stall selling the Trail guide and offering mini-
tours will be present in the Town Centre during 
the Painting the Town Red event on Sunday, 
24th June 2018, between 10.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m. 
 

The Trail was created by WFA Member 
Derek Simmonds. 
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LINCOLN CALLING . . .  
 
 

 

 
 

Venue Information 
 

The LEAP Auditorium,  
The Collection, Danes Terrace,  

Lincoln,  
LN2 1LP 

 
The Leap Auditorium is within the The Collection 
Museum in the heart of  Lincoln. Seating 120 guests the 
venue is air-conditioned and allows for disabled access 
and seating. There is also the facility of  a hearing 
induction loop. 
 

 
In a Letter of  Introduction recently 
received from Jonathan DõHooghe, the 
new Chairman of  the Lincoln & North 
Lincolnshire Branch, we were made 
aware of  the following event, which 
may be of  interest to our readers.  
 
Their Branch will be hosting their 2018 
Great War Seminar on Saturday 29th 
September 2018. Tickets are available 
via their Branch Website and full details 
of  the event are shown opposite. 
 
The Speaker Programme is as follows: 
 

Peter Barton: 
The Backward Glance 

 
The Great War did not unfold as most 
believe: there are everywhere better 
truths. What are they, and how might they 
affect perceptions and legacies? 
 

Rob Thompson: 
The Empire Strikes Back:  
BEF Logistics during the  
100 Days Offensives 1918 

 
The relationship between BEF offensive 
capability during the 100 Days Campaign, 
1918, logistics and how the outcome of  the 
campaign was very much dependent upon 
BEF logistic capability.  
 

Richard Pullen: 
1918, Vindication and Victory 

for the Tanks 
 

The story of  how the tanks left their image 
of ôfollyõ or ôflash in the panõ behind and 
became indispensable on the battlefield. 
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