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EDITORIAL
Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of “The Tiger”.
A recent journey to Birmingham provided an opportunity to visit the city’s Hall of
Memory, built to commemorate the dead and wounded of the Great War, and standing
in what is now known as Centenary Square. Made of Portland Stone, the foundation stone
was laid by Edward, Prince of Wales, in June 1923 with the finished building officially
opened just over two years later by Prince Arthur of Connaught. Its monumental
statuary is particularly powerful, with four exterior bronze statutes representing the
Army, Navy, Air Force and Women at War, whilst three interior bas-relief plaques
depicting scenes representing Call, Front Line and Return.

ABOVE: The Hall of Memory,
Centenary Square, Birmingham.
ABOVE RIGHT: One of the four
exterior bronze figures; this one
representing The Army.
RIGHT: One of three interior basrelief plaques, Return.

Inside the Hall, entered through cast bronze doors, stands a sarcophagus shaped dais of
marble in the centre of a marble floor. On top of this rests a glass and bronze casket
containing two Rolls of Honour, one for each of the two World Wars. Across the Hall is a
third Roll of Honour containing the names of Birmingham citizens who have died in
campaigns since 1945.
2

Surrounding the exterior is the Walk of
Heroes where ten of the plaques
commemorating holders of the Victoria
Cross were unveiled by William, Duke of
Cambridge, in December 2015. One of
those commemorated here is Lieutenant
James Neville Marshall, of the Irish
Guards, who was posthumously awarded
the V.C. for gallantry on 4th November
1918. Marshall is buried in Ors
Communal Cemetery and his grave is
close to that of war poet Wilfrid Owen.
This Memorial is certainly worth a visit
and, due to ongoing construction work, is
currently accessible from Broad Street, a
short walk from New Street Railway
Station. Birmingham Town Hall and
Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery
stand nearby, as does the recently opened
Library of Birmingham. All these
buildings are sign-posted from the
Railway Station.

ABOVE: The marble sarcophagus
and Rolls of Honour.

Finally, as Branch Members are now aware, our Branch Chairman and founder, John
Sutton, has announced his intention to step down from the Branch Committee at the
forthcoming Annual General Meeting in November. John was the catalyst for the
formation of the Branch in 2011 and is therefore responsible for all we have subsequently
enjoyed as Branch Members, and/or attendees, for five years of excellent Speakers at our
Meetings.
I would like to offer John my sincere thanks for all his hard work and for nominating me
as his successor, subject to our member’s agreement at the A.G.M. I also wish John all
the very best with his many future projects and hope he will continue to be a regular
attendee at our future Branch Meetings.
If any member wishes to propose themselves as an alternative candidate for the Chair
position, could they please advise me by 31st October – the date of the next Branch Meeting
– to enable me to complete the itinerary for the November A.G.M.
D.S.H.
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PARISH NOTICES

BRANCH MEETINGS
The Elms Social & Service
Club, Bushloe End,
WIGSTON, Leicestershire,
LE18 2BA
7.30 p.m.
31st October 2016
Guest Speakers:
Michael Woods

Your Committee Members
are:
Dr John Sutton
(Chairman)
David Humberston
(Secretary)
Valerie Jacques
(Newsletter Editor)
Paul Warry
(Treasurer)
Angela Hall
(Events)
Roy Birch
(Promotion & War Memorials)

“From the Hohenzollern to Hoye:
The Story of Private 2082 Yates”

&
Daniel Routt
“For Club and Country –
Remembering Association
Footballers of the Great War”

28th November 2016
BRANCH A.G.M.
Guest Speaker:
William Spencer
“The Battle of The Somme:
A Review”

19th December 2016
Guest Speaker:
Jonathan Capewell
Our Branch Website Address is:
www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com
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“Two Great War Officers of the
Leicestershire Regiment”

“TO THE SOUND OF THE PIPES”
by David Humberston
The use of bagpipes in battle is believed to have originated from the Battle of Culloden in
1746, when Scottish Pipers played tunes whilst marching the troops into the fray. The
skirl of the pipes has inspired many warriors in subsequent conflict and the bagpipes in
turn became recognised as both an instrument and a weapon of war.
Amongst the many acts of valour performed by Pipers
during the Great War, perhaps none better illustrates
the high regard in which the instrument was held
more strongly than the actions of Piper James
Richardson (shown right) on 8th October 1916 – one
hundred years ago this month.
By October 1916, The Battle of the Somme was
grinding towards its conclusion, with the battlefields
now reduced to mud and the British Army preparing
for an assault against the heights of the Ancre Valley.
The 1st Canadian Division were amongst those
ordered into battle on 8th October, their objective
being a German position known as “Regina Trench”.
It soon became apparent that uncut German wire was
proving a serious obstacle to the proposed assault and
the Canadians, brought to a standstill, began to suffer
heavy casualties. Whilst his comrades searched for a
breach in the wire, despite being subjected to German
bombs and rifle fire, Piper James Richardson of the
16th Battalion (Canadian Scottish) sought permission
to begin to play his pipes. With his Officer’s approval,
Richardson then, according to eye-witnesses, calmly
Piper James Richardson, V.C.
walked up and down in front of the wire, inspiring around 100 of his comrades to greater
efforts which led in turn to the capture of Regina Trench. The Piper, it appeared, led a
charmed life for a full ten minutes, avoiding death or injury despite placing himself in
such an exposed position, as depicted on this month’s cover illustration.
Richardson later participated in a bombing attack against the enemy and was then
detailed to escort a wounded comrade and German prisoners to the rear of the British
lines. After proceeding for some 200 yards, he realised he was no longer in possession of
his pipes and declared his intentions of returning to the front line to recover them. Despite
being strongly urged not to do so, Richardson went in search of his pipes and was never
seen again! For his actions that day he would be awarded posthumously a Victoria Cross.
Richardson was some six weeks short of his 21st birthday when he fell, being born in
Bellshill in Lanarkshire, Scotland, in late November 1895. His family had emigrated to
Canada in late 1913, where his father became a Chief of Police in British Columbia. Young
5

James first distinguished himself in 1914 by attempting to save the life of a boy who had
fallen and drowned in a creek. He also became a member of Vancouver’s 72nd Battalion,
Seaforth Highlanders Cadet Corps Pipe Band and proved to be such an excellent piper
he was chosen to play at celebrations for both St Andrew’s Night in 1913 and Burns Night
the following year. In July 1914 he won three first prizes at a bagpipe competition held in
Victoria and the following month accompanied the 72nd Seaforths to Valcartier, Quebec,
where the Canadian Expeditionary Force was undergoing training. The 72nd Seaforths
were absorbed into the 16th Battalion (Canadian Scottish) and it was in their ranks that
Richardson saw action in the bitter fighting at St Julian during the Second Battle for
Ypres in April 1915.
The remains of our gallant Piper were recovered from the
battlefields in 1920 and reburied at Adanac Military
Cemetery, close to where he disappeared. The Cemetery was
created after the Armistice for bodies recovered from the
Canadian battlefields around the villages of Courcelette and
Miraumont and its name is “Canada” in reverse.

Piper Richardson’s grave at
Adanac Cemetery
have been played by all four
Pipers at Regina Trench that
day. Finally, after four
years, the bagpipes were
definitely identified as those
Richardson had given his
life to retrieve!

Incredibly, in 2002 the Pipe Major of the present-day
Canadian Scottish Regiment responded to an email from
Ardvreck Preparatory School in Crieff, Perthshire,
Scotland regarding a set of bagpipes with the same
distinctive tartan as the 16th Battalion retrieved from the
battlefields near Courcelette in 1917 by a British Army
Chaplain, Major Edward Bate, who had subsequently
taught at the School. Bate presented the pipes to the School
upon his retirement in 1931 as a reminder to the students of
the sacrifice of war. Their history remained a mystery until
the enquiry was made to the Regiment 71 years later.
Collaborative research continued between the School and
the Regiment to establish the design of the pipes that would

In October
2006 the
instrument was returned to
Canada, where it is now on
public display at the
Legislative Assembly in
Victoria. A remarkable end
to the incredible story of a
remarkable young man. . .
The long-lost Pipes of Piper James Richardson, V.C.
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CENTENARY CALENDAR

NOVEMBER 1916
1st – France: French Commander-in-Chief, growing success of British naval blockade
General Joseph Joffre, outlines plans for preventing supplies reaching Germany.
combined Anglo-French offensive in 1917 to 18th – Somme: Battle of the Ancre ends
his British counterpart, General Sir effectively concluding British offensive on
Douglas Haig; Italy: Ninth Battle of the the Somme despite not capturing some of
Isonzo begins east of Gorizia. Bad weather their first-day objectives. Casualties
and heavy casualties force Italian enormous – British 420,000, French 205,000,
Commander-in-Chief,
General
Luigi Germans 500,000; Verdun: French General
th
Cadorna, to halt the attacks on 4 .
Robert Nivelle given permission by Joffre to
2nd – Verdun: Germans abandon remains of launch final offensive due to his success in
Fort Vaux which is fully under French regaining much territory, lost to enemy
control by 5th.
early in early months of year, using creeping
4th – Arabia: Despite British & French barrage.
protests, Hussein, Grand Sharif of Mecca, is 19th – Serbia: Serbian & French forces
crowned King of the Arabs at Mecca.
recapture Monastir which has been
th
5 –Poland: Germany & Austro-Hungary abandoned by its Bulgarian & German
announce creation of “Kingdom of Poland” defenders.
hoping to recruit Poles into their armed 21st - Austro-Hungary: Emperor Franz
forces.
Joseph dies aged 86 & is succeeded by his
th
10 – Baltic: Seven German destroyers great nephew, 26 year old Archduke
sunk in Russian minefield.
Charles; Mediterranean: HMHS Britannic
12th – Mexico: High ranking German succumbs to mine laid by German
diplomat advises Mexican official that “The submarine. She is not carrying wounded &
Imperial Government would see with the there are only 78 casualties among crew of
greatest
of
pleasure
the
Mexican the former passenger liner, a sister ship of
Government’s consent to a submarine base in the ill-fated Titanic.
its territory”.
23rd – Greece: War declared on Germany &
th
th
13 – Somme: Newly created British 5 Bulgaria; Romania: German Field Marshal
Army, commanded by General Sir Hubert August von Mackensen’s Danube Army
Gough, initiates Battle of the Ancre. Attack, launch 2nd invasion striking across River
heralded by destruction of Hawthorn Danube along 30 mile front.
Redoubt by detonation of underground 25th – Atlantic: U-boat U-52 sinks French
mine, directed towards Beaumont Hamel, battleship Suffren off coast of southern
which is captured. Fighting continues until Portugal – no survivors.
18th.
28th – Britain: Long-range German
15th – France: Allies confer at Chantilly bombers launch first daylight attack on
where General Joseph Joffre chairs meeting London. A lone aircraft drops six bombs on
to discuss joint offensive on Western, capital wounding 10 civilians.
Eastern & Italian Fronts to begin early Feb 29th – Britain: Admiral Sir David Beatty
1917; Germany: Growing manpower appointed to command Home Fleet
shortage highlighted when their 1918 replacing Admiral Sir John Jellicoe who is
conscription class, all under 19, is called up made First Sea Lord on 4th December.
to fight. Many undernourished reflecting
(To be continued)
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD

NOW AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE AT BRANCH MEETINGS
WHILE STOCKS LAST

Since "Nobody Told Us" went live on the website of the Hinckley & District Museum,
people have come forward with new and additional information to add to that already
published. This information has now been added to the main body of the work, fulfilling
ambitions that it should become a "living" document. This excellent website, created by
Branch Member Greg Drozdz, can be entered via the link on
hinckleydistrictmuseum.org.uk or through the Branch’s own website.

Branch Speaker, Major Phil Watson, Commandant of the
Leicestershire, Northamptonshire and Rutland Army Cadet
Force has now published an excellent book entitled:
CENTENARY OF

THE LAST CHARGES
OF THE 9th/12th LANCERS (PRINCE OF WALES’S)

Priced at £12.99, a copy of the book is available for inspection
by prospective purchasers and an order form can be supplied
upon request or printed from the Branch’s Website.
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FRIENDS OF WELFORD ROAD
CEMETERY
ARMISTICE DAY
REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
12TH

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 2016

MEET AT THE VISITORS CENTRE
FOR 10.30 A.M.
ALL WELCOME

AT RISK WAR MEMORIALS
An Open Day for viewing the Memorials has been arranged at
for
SATURDAY
TH
19 NOVEMBER 2016
at
The Chancel,
Rear of All Saint’s Church,
Highcross Street, Leicester
from 11.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.
Further information is available from Project
Director, Denis Kenyon, who can be contacted on
denis.kenyon@hotmail.co.uk.
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OUR UNFORGOTTEN DEBT
Recognising the Deeds and Sacrifices of
the Melton Mowbray & District
Territorials
1914 -1918
By Branch Member
Derek Simmonds

BOOK LAUNCH
WEDNESDAY 16TH NOVEMBER 2016
CARNEGIE MUSEUM
THORPE END
MELTON MOWBRAY
LE13 1RB
10.00 a.m. – 2.00 p.m.
ALL WELCOME
A4 size Paperback of 224 pages - Copies cost £15.00
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MARKING AND CALLING TIME
by Roy-Anthony Birch
Of the three intervening years between the outbreak of the First World War and the
cessation of hostilities, 1916 must surely be seen as marking many a watershed between
the old order and the new. I hardly need dwell on the technological advances fostered by
the War; the introduction of the flamethrower and the “tank”, for example, the latter
often written thus, as a cover-name in quotation marks, prior to its official
designation. Likewise, the battles of 1916, both on land and at sea, have been extensively
covered in “THE TIGER” and elsewhere, I therefore turn to the far-reaching and indeed
unprecedented impact of Government legislation on the affairs of the nation by 1916; not
only militarily, but on so many facets of civilian life.
Foremost among the far-reaching measures of 1916 was the Military Service Act which
received the Royal Assent on 27th January and came into force on 2nd March. This was
followed by supplementary legislation in May 1916 which extended the scope of
recruitment under the original Act to include married men, subject to certain conditions,
thereby widening still further the prerogative of The State. Except in Ireland, men were
now required to declare their readiness to serve, while those who felt they should be
exempted had to affirm their religious convictions, for example, under the scrutiny of
public tribunals, so undermining the hallowed concept of “the private individual” as
never before.
The early establishing of Anti-Conscription Leagues
testified to the unpopularity of the Military Service Act,
often amongst those actually willing to serve. It was the
very principal of compulsion that many found repugnant,
while those with vested interests in industry and
commerce and in agriculture especially, both employers
and employees, habitually sought to circumvent the
Act. Even as the Bill had progressed through the House
of Commons, Alderman George Banton of Leicester
Borough Council had proposed a motion at the Labour
Party’s congress in Bristol, opposing conscription in any
form. He asserted that it was “Against the spirit of British
democracy and full of danger to the liberties of the
people”. Alderman Banton’s motion was approved by an
overwhelming majority: just over 1¾ million votes in
Alderman George Banton
favour to fewer than ¼ million against. Yet one wonders
quite how many voted in favour in terms of the wording of the motion per sé, and how
many were voting, in effect, against military service, rather than just conscription, “in
any form”: even, subversively, against the War itself.
One can easily sense the shadow – even the presence - of the future Prime Minister, James
Ramsey MacDonald, vis-à-vis this motion at the Labour Congress. As M.P. for Leicester
from 1906-18, his antipathy to the War had become tediously familiar to many locals, and
was largely responsible for his being trounced in the post-War General Election of
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1918. He had already been obliged to resign as leader of the Labour group at
Westminster - on 5th August 1914, and although it is sometimes argued that his stance on
Britain’s involvement in the War has been misrepresented, his likening of conscription to
“national slavery” was anathema to millions, nationwide. (MacDonald’s attempts to
address the Labour Party May Day Rally in 1918, with Alderman Banton at his side,
created pandemonium and led to scenes of by far the greatest public disorder witnessed
in Leicester throughout the War).
Back at Leicester’s De Montfort Hall in 1916, the irrepressible Horatio Bottomley (18601933) advocated continuing reliance on voluntary recruitment alone, so that after the
War it could be said “that we had slain the spectre of Teutonic despotism and militarism
without the aid of a single pressed man”. Such calls by the onetime M.P. for Hackney
South and proprietor of the rabble-rousing weekly John Bull were unavailing. Yet in the
final analysis we should remember that while 2.3 million men were eventually called to
the colours under the Military Service Act, some 2.6 million had enlisted voluntarily prior
to its implementation.
Our esteemed newsletter editor has already featured one of the wartime statutes that
affected everyone in the realm, with the possible exception of a few die-hard
traditionalists. This was the Daylight Saving Act 1916, otherwise known as The Summer
Time Act, which Valerie described in May this year as “this peculiar wartime
measure”. And rightly so, to my mind and I’m sure to countless others. Even so, its
effects evidently beguiled a goodly proportion of Leicester’s citizenry: “As the lovely
summer-like day faded into soft exquisite twilight and the clock showed nearly ten, and still
the light seemed loath to leave us, we sent up a psalm of thanksgiving for the change in our
habits that had given us this extra hour of daylight” - this from The Leicester Mail of
Monday 22nd May; the clocks having “gone forward” for the very first time in Britain,
that weekend. The pros and cons of Daylight Saving generated umpteen items in the local
and national press during 1916, as did the fall-out from a similarly contentious measure
of the previous year. Signing himself “inquisitive” in a letter to the Editor of The Daily
Telegraph published on Saturday 1st May 1915, this correspondent was among the first to
enter the fray: -

HOW MANY DRUNKARDS?
SIR: - As a mere member of the public, I am anxious to be enlightened on a certain point
in connection with the new liquor legislation announced on Thursday. Changes are to
be made which will be felt as oppressive by every person in these islands who makes
even the most moderate and regular use of beer, wine, or spirits, which will profoundly
disorganise every industry concerned and gravely affect the revenue.
The sole reason put forward for the making of these changes is that some working men,
in some districts, are drinking so much as to render them inefficient as armament or
munitions workers. Will Mr. Lloyd George tell us, quite roughly, say within a thousand
or two, what is the number of these delinquents upon whose account this sweeping
legislation is proposed? When we know this, we shall be better able to judge whether
the disease – which undoubtedly needs to be cured, is being treated with ordinary
common sense.
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A reasonable request, surely, and couched in far more emollient terms than many letters
to The Telegraph at that time. The “inquisitive” correspondent was alluding to provisions
invoked under the Liberal Government’s Defence of The Realm Act (DORA) of August
1914 which had paved the way for unparalleled tightening of the tendrils of the State. The
new liquor licensing regulations were indeed aimed at curbing the intake of Britain’s
munitions workers in particular. But as the letter-writer might have asked; Was this the
use of a legislative sledgehammer to crack a nut?
Here, not inappropriately, I recall Prime Minister Harold Wilson’s observation
on statistics; “that they may be used much as a drunken man might use a lamppost; – more
for support than for illumination”! Such supposedly official figures that exist certainly
point to a steep decline in Britain’s alcohol consumption; from a barely believable 89
million gallons in 1914, to 37 million in 1918. This was no doubt due in part to vastly
curtailed opening hours in licensed premises; a mere 2½ hours at lunchtime and three in
the evening – with some regional variations, compared with virtually unrestricted
opening hitherto. But who was to know what was consumed privately to compensate for
such “deprivations”, with home brewing, for example, laying beyond the reach of
officialdom and The Revenue? As to drunkenness; yes, there was an increase; but more
in some places than in others. And who would begrudge “Tommy” a couple of pints over
the odds when on leave? Not I.
Munitions workers in
Leicester seem to have been
above reproach on the issue
of over-indulgence, judging
by
their
exemplary
record. With at least 40
firms under the umbrella of
the Leicester & District
Engineering
Trades
Employer’s
Association,
they produced 707,699 4.5
inch shells and 80,633 of the
Shell Manufacture, Standard Engineering Co Ltd,
6 inch type between 1915
Evington Valley Road, c1916.
and 1918. A mere 1%
of these respective totals was rejected. Such was the efficiency of the operation that the
net contract price of the 4.5 inch shells, for example, was reduced from 37 shillings (£1.85)
in June 1915 to 16/3d (81p) in November 1918.
Common sense can be difficult to find in the enforcing of the licensing regulations,
especially regarding “treating”; i.e. buying drinks for others, which was forbidden. The
Morning Post of 14th March 1916 reported a case in Southampton where a man was fined
for allegedly “treating” his wife to a glass of wine. She insisted that she had given her
husband the money for the drink, but the magistrate would have none of it. She too was
fined, as was the hapless barmaid for selling the intoxicant “contrary to the regulations of
the Liquor Control Board’. Meanwhile, in Newcastle, a licensee sought to evade likely
prosecution by insisting that a customer should consume all eight of the drinks he had
just purchased. If he managed it, then I say “Well done Sir”!
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CONTACT US
We thank once again to those readers who contacted us following the production of
previous issues of The Tiger. Your comments are valued and welcomed and we are always
open to suggestions as to what you, our readers, would like to see included/excluded.
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are accepted in good faith and every effort is
always made to ensure accuracy of the information given. It should be noted however that
the opinions expressed by the contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor, her
associates or the Western Front Association. The Editor reserves the right to amend,
condense or edit any article submitted although the full version will be available, via email, upon request. Anyone wishing to submit material is more than welcome to contact
us by e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk

“We very much value your continued support”
Valerie Jacques (Newsletter Editor)
David Humberston (Branch Secretary)

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE.

Valerie Jacques with the Branch Display table at the R.A.F.A.
“Anchors Aweigh” Evening, 23rd September 2016
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