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EDITORIAL
Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of “The Tiger”.
For our cover photograph this month we feature the
Punch cartoon, The Lost Chief, published in June 1916 –
one hundred years ago this month – to mark the loss at sea
of Field Marshal Herbert Horatio Kitchener, then
Secretary of State for War. Kitchener, right, was drowned
when H.M.S. Hampshire struck a mine and sank west of
the Orkney Islands on the evening of 5th June 1916.
Kitchener, of course, is chiefly remembered for his victory
at Omdurman in 1898 and for the use of his portrait on
the Great War recruiting poster “Britain Needs YOU”.
What may not be widely known is the connections
Kitchener had with Leicestershire: His father, Lieutenant
Colonel Henry Horatio Kitchener retired to Cossington
Manor, part of the estate of the future Field Marshall’s sister, Millicent Kitchener, who
had married in 1869 Harry Parker who, on the death of his father, had inherited the
manor of neighbouring Rothley. The ageing warrior died in August 1894 after spending
six days in a coma and was buried in All Saints Churchyard, Cossington.

LEFT: The grave of
Lieutenant Colonel
Henry Horatio
Kitchener, 1805-1894,
All Saints Churchyard,
Cossington

Denied a known grave by the fortunes of War, Field Marshall Kitchener is
commemorated on the Hollybrook Memorial to the Missing at Southampton and also in
St Paul’s Cathedral, where an empty tomb, dedicated in 1925, lies in All Soul’s Chapel
which can be found at the base of the Cathedral’s north-west tower.
All the white marble figures within the Chapel, including that of the recumbent
Kitchener, were sculpted by William Reid Dick, probably best remembered for his work
for the Imperial War Graves Commission, which includes the Royal Air Force Memorial
on the Thames Embankment, the globe of the Arras Memorial to the Missing of the Flying
Services and the lion at rest on the Menin Gate at Ypres. Coincidentally, following his
death in 1961, Reid’s ashes were also placed in St Paul’s. Additionally Kitchener is
remembered on the south side of Horse Guards Parade, where a statue by John Tweed
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was erected in 1926. Tweed, a Scottish sculptor, was responsible for the completion of the
equestrian group surmounting the Wellington Memorial, again at St Paul’s Cathedral.
Amongst his other works are the statue of Captain James Cook at Whitby and the King’s
Royal Rifle Corps Memorial in the grounds of Winchester Cathedral. Finally, a Kitchener
Memorial tower was erected at Marwick Head on Orkney’s Atlantic Coast, overlooking
the site of the sinking itself.

LEFT: The Kitchener Memorial at Horse Guards Parade.
ABOVE: The Kitchener effigy in All Souls Chapel,
St Paul’s Cathedral
When H.M.S. Hampshire descended to its watery grave, with her went the lives of 737
men, at least six of whom had close connections with Leicester or the county. Let us also,
therefore, remember:
Private
Walter Hawkins
Royal Marine Light Infantry

Private
Thomas Musson
Royal Marine Light Infantry

Ordinary Seaman
Joseph Herbert Heggs
Royal Navy

Leading Stoker
Arthur North
Royal Navy

Stoker 1st Class
James Lowe
Royal Navy

Able Seaman
Samuel Toone
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve

The names of all those lost on H.M.S. Hampshire are now recorded on a new Wall of
Remembrance, close to the Kitchener Memorial at Orkney after research and fundraising by the Orkney Heritage Society. Unveiled on the centenary of the sinking, the
Society are to be commended for their efforts in ensuring all those lost that evening are
now identified and remembered close to where they rest.
D.S.H.
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PARISH NOTICES

BRANCH MEETINGS
The Elms Social & Service
Club, Bushloe End,
WIGSTON, Leicestershire,
LE18 2BA
7.30 p.m.
27th June 2016
Guest Speaker:
Nigel Atter

Your Committee Members
are:

“Kitchener – More
than a Poster”

Dr John Sutton
(Chairman)
David Humberston
(Secretary)
Valerie Jacques
(Newsletter Editor)
Paul Warry
(Treasurer)
Angela Hall
(Events)
Roy Birch
(Promotion & War Memorials)

25th July 2016
Guest Speaker:
Robin Jenkins
“The 6 , 7th, 8th & 9th
Leicestershire Battalions in the
Bazentin Ridge Action, in the
Battle of The Somme
th

22nd August 2016
Guest Speaker:
Phil Tomaselli
“The Royal Naval Air Service”

26th September 2016
Guest Speaker:
Dr Jim Beech
Our Branch Website Address is:
www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com
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“British Intelligence on the
Western Front - 1916”

REMEMBERING AIRMAN CECIL JESSON
R.F.C. & R.A.F
At Blaby Cemetery on Sunday, 10th June 2016, our Branch was honoured to lead the
ceremony to unveil a C.W.G.C. headstone upon the previously unmarked grave of
Airman Cecil Jesson, R.F.C. & R.A.F. The instigator of the Service was well-known
researcher, author and W.F.A. member, Michael Doyle.
Michael’s invitation for the Branch to lead the proceedings was gratefully received and,
at his specific request, Roy Birch was invited to welcome the attendees and recite a short
biography of Cecil Jesson. Branch Chairman John Sutton was asked to unveil the new
headstone and Branch Treasurer Paul Warry to lay the Branch Wreath, one of five to be
placed at the grave that afternoon. Representatives of the R.A.F.A. and the C.W.G.C.
were also in attendance, as were a journalist and photographer from The Leicester
Mercury who had given the event considerable publicity in the preceding days.

Chairman John Sutton prepares to unveil the headstone of Cecil Jesson.
After the sounding of the Last Post and the observance of a Minute’s Silence, the
ceremony drew to a conclusion with Angela Hall reciting The Exhortation before the
closing words by Reverend Grenville Gibbins of All Saints Church, Blaby. The ceremony
was well attended and the post-service refreshments were much appreciated by all.
Michael Doyle also provides us with a biography of Cecil Jesson and the story of his quest
for the erection of the headstone as follows:
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Cecil Jesson, having initially enlisted into the Royal Flying Corps, and holding the rank of
Airman 3rd Class, was transferred on the 21st April 1918 into the Balloon Section of the
newly formed Royal Air Force. He died on the 8th June that same year and was buried in
Blaby Cemetery five days later and lay sleeping in an unmarked grave. Cecil is
commemorated in Enderby, the village of his birth, on the St. John the Baptist War
Memorial, and also in Blaby on the War Memorial, inside All Saint’s Church.
During my research into Cecil’s military background I discovered his name appears upon
the Arras Flying Services Memorial to the Missing in the Pas de Calais, France, and the
Memorial Register records the date of his death as 5th January 1918. This discovery resulted
in my making enquiries with the Commonwealth War Graves Commission regarding this
clearly incorrect commemoration. It also raised the possibility that after almost 97 years
Cecil could now be entitled to have a Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone to
mark his last resting place in Blaby cemetery.

Branch Treasurer Paul Warry, ably assisted by daughter Isabelle,
lay the Branch Wreath.
I have worked for almost two years in bringing this project to fruition, but now I think it is
an appropriate time for me to make the proposal that the Leicester Branch of the W.F.A.
accord Cecil the honour of leading the proceedings of the event, as in my view, it is entirely
in accordance with the ethos of the W.F.A. motto of remembering, that, on such an important
occasion when we can finally bring closure to a mystery that has lasted for almost 98 years,
it should be the local W.F.A. branch that officiate.
Our thanks go to all Branch representatives who attended that afternoon and in
particular to Branch member Paul Bardell and his partner, Nicola Brown, whose
photographs illustrate this article.
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CENTENARY CALENDAR

JULY 1916
1st – Picardy, France: The Battle of The 15th – The Somme: The Battle of Delville
Somme begins. Advancing along a frontage Wood begins with South African troops
of 25 miles, the British army incur 57,740 attempting to clear the wood of German
casualties, including 19,240 men killed, the troops. The fighting was prolonged and
greatest loss ever suffered by the British would continue until September.
Army in a single day.
17th – Salonika: The exiled Serbian Army
nd
2 – Verdun: German General Erich von begin to take up front line positions five
Falkenhayn orders the reduction of the miles south of the Serbian border between
German offensive at Verdun and the the towns of Kupa and Florina.
transfer of troops and artillery to the 19th – French Flanders: The Battle of
Somme battlefield.
Fromelles, a diversionary operation by both
th
4 – The Somme: American War Poet Alan British and Australian forces, begins. It
Seeger is killed in action during the French would end the following day in a decisive
Foreign Legion attack on the village of German victory. Of the 7,080 Allied
Belloy.
casualties, 5,533 were Australian.
th
5 – Serbia: Serbian guerrilla units begin Egypt: Turkish troops commanded by
operating against the occupying Austro- German General Kress von Kressenstein
Hungarian forces in both Serbia and launch an attack against the Suez Canal.
They advance to within ten miles of the
Montenegro.
th
junction of Romani.
7 – Great Britain: Liberal politician railway
rd
David Lloyd George becomes Secretary of 23 – The Somme: British and Australian
State for War following the recent death of forces attack the village of Pozières.
Although most of the village falls, a two
Lord Kitchener.
The Somme: German troops repel the week struggle to hold the position follows.
Russian
General
Nikolai
initial British attempts, by the 38th (Welsh) Armenia:
Yudenitch inflicts a major defeat on the
Division to capture Mametz Wood.
German East Africa: The port of Tanga is Turkish Third Army at Erzincan.
captured by British forces with virtually no 27th – Bruges: Captain Charles Fryatt, of
opposition.
the British Merchant ship S.S. Brussels
th
11 – Mesopotamia: General Sir Frederick executed by firing squad having been courtMaude takes command of the 95,000 strong martialled by the Germans for “piracy”. In
Tigris Force from General George March 1915 Fryatt had prevented the
capture of his ship by attempting to ram the
Gorringe.
U-Boat.
13th – The Somme: British troops capture attacking
th
Mametz Wood and the village of 28 – The Somme: British troops capture
Delville Wood and the neighbouring village
Contalmaison.
th
14 – The Somme: The Battle of Bazentin of Longueval.
th
Ridge begins. Longueval Ridge and Trones 29 – Spa, Belgium: At German OHL
Wood are both captured, but the attack on (Supreme Army Command Headquarters)
Bazentin Le Petit Wood incurs heavy German, Austro-Hungarian and Bulgarian
casualties for the four Service Battalions of Army Chiefs meet to agree direct military
action against Romania.
the Leicestershire Regiment.
(To be continued)
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“TANNER” MILBURN, P.O.W.
by David Humberston
The centenary of the beginning of the Battle of the Somme – 1st July 2016 – will rightly
bring with it commemorations for the heavy losses sustained by the British Army one
hundred years before. However, not all British casualties that day were fatalities and
Private John Milburn of the 20th Northumberland Fusiliers was one of those taken
Prisoner of War that infamous day. Milburn, known since childhood as “Tanner”
(because at birth he was half the size of his elder brother, Bob!) was buried beneath earth
thrown up by a British Artillery Shell that fell short of its target as he and his Battalion
advanced against La Boiselle. Although trapped by its sheer weight, Milburn was now out
of sight of German machine-gunners strafing the rows of fallen soldiers and remained
unhurt until dug out by five Germans, who, bayonets drawn, debated whether to take
him prisoner or kill him on the spot.
“Tanner” later wrote: I thought my time had come, because one of them wanted to put the
bayonet through me, but the others would not have it. I was taken from the line to a dug- out
further behind. In the dug-out were some Germans about to Stand-To. Just as they got out,
the English started a bombardment and the German Officer in charge had to drive his men
out with his revolver.
I stayed in that dug-out all night, every minute expecting the
British Tommies to come over. But they never came . . . On the
second day of July I was taken to a chateau where a lot of British
soldiers were lying on stretchers. They were wounded and crying
for help where no help would come. I could have cried as well
to see those poor fellows dying there when they might have been
saved if they had been in our own men’s hands. I saw one poor
Officer in there with about ten wounds. He had only one shirt
sleeve on. The rest had been torn away from him, I think, by
shrapnel. He died as I sat beside him. I asked him his name, but
he died with it on his lips.
On going out of the Chateau we met a German Officer who
pointed a revolver at my head. He said “You are the swines”. He
rushed at me and cut the numerals off my coat, pulled a ring
from my finger and took my jack-knife.
John “Tanner” Milburn,
We got to the end of a communication trench on the Bapaume Prisoner of War Number
road where an Officer came up on a horse to speak to me. Just
1749
as he dismounted, over came one of our shells and carried him and his horse into an open
field. It was a horrible sight!
When I came on the Bapaume Road I had another close thing. Some Germans rushed at us
and they made a football of me. After that I was taken to a dressing station, where there were
English and German wounded, for the night. I met some more English prisoners here. One
of them was very young – about 18 years old, I would say. He was not injured then, but he
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soon was! We were passing another dressing station when some Germans rushed at us with
sticks and stones and lumps of dirt. We never spoke to them and the sentry was inside the
dressing station at the time doing something. One mad-brained German picked up a stone
and let fly. He hit the kid square in the back. I picked the kid up and the square headed
German just stood and laughed.
Hunger, as they say, is a sharp thorn and I experienced it every morning. After 14 days we
were taken to Dulmen Camp. When we arrived there we got our first wash with soap and our
clothes cleaned. We were isolated for seven days and were inoculated five times. After seven
days we were all in a very bad state from the lice and lack of food.
On 14th August, Tanner and his fellow prisoners were transferred to a punishment camp
at Heuberg in Baden, where conditions were even worse:
In Heuberg we got half a loaf of bread ten inches long and five inches wide to serve five
men. It was not enough for one. The soup we got was made of cress and barley. Sometimes
we got potatoes which seem to
have been planted before the
Flood. Once I saw one man get his
soup and he pulled a mouse out of
it. I nearly fetched all mine back
again! On 27th August I was taken
very ill. I was sent to hospital and
there I lay for three weeks. It was
nothing more than a poisoned
stomach from the food we had
been given. In that three weeks I
had a very bad time and had it not
been for a mate of mine doing a bit
for me, I should
have pegged out . . .
French Prisoners at Heuberg Camp
Milburn was then sent to work on a farm in Germany, where he was treated more fairly.
Returning to his home town of Ashington after the War, he was, however, forced to spend
some time in hospital because of the damage done to his stomach by the foul food he had
been forced to eat to survive.
Always a keen sportsman (he had kept goal for Ashington F.C. when the team played in
the old Third Division North) he resumed his interest in both athletics and football, in
which his family had always excelled. Three of his sons became professional players,
including Stan Milburn, who played for Leicester City between 1952 and 1959. His
nephew was Jackie Milburn, the legendary centre-forward of Newcastle United, who
gained three F.A. Cup Winners Medals between 1951 and 1955. Two of his grandsons,
however, became the most famous of them all. Fifty years ago this July – in 1966 – Jack
and Bobby Charlton, the sons of Tanner’s daughter, Cissie, helped England defeat West
Germany at Wembley to win the World Cup. One suspects the old warrior would have
been impressed . . .
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD
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"At The Front 1915-1918"
1 July 2016 - February 2017
Newarke Houses Museum
As part of the nationwide commemoration of the start of the Battle of the Somme,
Newarke Houses Museum will be hosting an exhibition and a supporting programme of
events. The exhibition will highlight the communications between the home front and the
battle front.
A collection of nearly fifty original greetings cards and souvenir cards showcases the
importance of correspondence between soldiers on the front and their loved ones at home.
These cards have not been shown before and include some beautiful, humorous and very
poignant examples. Background details of the major events of the conflict will be
highlighted on a new computer interactive, with emphasis on the actions of the
Leicestershire Regiment.

Blue badge guide Bob Gregory will also give a talk on
‘Leicestershire and the Somme, 1916’
on Sunday 3rd July at 2.00 pm.
Attendance at the events and exhibition is free.

AT RISK WAR MEMORIALS
An At Risk War Memorials Project Open Day
for viewing the Memorials has been arranged for:
SATURDAY 9TH JULY 2016
at
The Chancel, Rear of All Saint’s
Church,
Highcross Street, Leicester
from 11.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.
Further information is available from Project
Director, Denis Kenyon, who can be contacted on
denis.kenyon@hotmail.co.uk.
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Nigel Atter and David Humberston are amongst those speaking at this event.
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THE BATTLE OF JUTLAND
THRILLS AND DISAPPOINTMENTS: SADNESS AND
SURVIVAL
by Roy-Anthony Birch
Rivers of ink have flowed in attempts to analyse the now legendary engagement of 31 st
May - 1st June 1916, and chances are that still more will be expended long after this
centenary year has passed. It is not my purpose here to fuel the debate over who “really”
won the battle, nor to speculate as to what might have happened if the upshot of those
gargantuan exchanges had been any less clear-cut. For surely, the effective nullification
of the German High Seas Fleet, vis-à-vis its role in the North Sea after the debacle, can
now be taken as read?
The difficulties for “ordinary Squaddies” to sense what is happening during the
development of a battle are well enough understood, and neither is the ordinary seaman
likely to be any the wiser regarding the broader picture during a complex naval
fight. Here, I can do no more than offer eyewitness accounts from men in the thick of the
action, hoping to convey something of events that can barely begin to be imagined by
those who were not there.
Even in 1916, it would have been difficult to obtain reliable information on the outcome
of the Battle, though not for a want of articles in the local and national press. The
Leicester Daily Post of Monday June 5th, for example, carried the banner headline
“GERMAN LOSSES HEAVIER THAN BRITISH” alongside a report from the
Admiralty issued on June 4th. This stated that Their Lordships “entertain no doubt that
the German losses are severer than the British, not merely relative to the strengths of the two
fleets, but absolutely”. Also on June 4th, however, the Secretary of The Admiralty issued
a further statement which at least qualified the first and seemed to be contradictory in
itself; “Until the Commander-in-Chief has had time to consult officers engaged, and to write
a full dispatch, any attempts to give a detailed history of the naval engagement would
evidently be premature. But the results are quite plain”.

H.M.S. Ariel

Add to this the release of lists detailing losses amongst officers, let alone men, and the true
state of affairs became still more uncertain: only 4 officers from the Queen Mary were
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reported saved; three from the Invincible, and none from the Indefatigable or the Black
Prince or from H.M.S. Defence. Such news would undoubtedly have perturbed readers
in Leicester, scores if not hundreds of whose sons were at Jutland with Britain’s Grand
Fleet. A letter from a crewmember of the destroyer H.M.S. Ariel was reproduced in The
Leicester Mercury of Tuesday June 13th. Exhilaration is tempered with pathos in the final
line, as he describes that phase of the battle in which the enemy is drawn towards Admiral
Jellicoe’s warships:

THE NORTH SEA BATTLE;
LEICESTER SAILOR’S VIVID STORY
We started to fire our apple-pippins just to remind the enemy that we were still masters
of the seas, and they suffered very great losses. With night falling fast, the first destroyer
flotilla and light cruisers, accompanied by Sir David Beatty and his ship, were detailed
off to hunt for straggling German ships and we started to steam in a southerly
direction. We were most disappointed not to find stragglers to deal with and sorry that
the enemy had scooted, because we were all out to either sink or swim.
I am very proud to say the ships of the British Fleet which first engaged the enemy were
under the command of Admiral Sir David Beatty of Brooksby Hall in Leicestershire. He
was properly out for blood and never stopped his firing once while the enemy were in
sight, although his ship, the Lion, was the main target of the enemy’s fire and was hit
frequently. I am very glad to say that my ship was with the Lion nearly all through the
action and we were absolutely surrounded with splashes as the enemy shot fell, making
us dash about a bit quicker than I wanted to. It was both lovely and dreadful.
Shells screamed about overhead; then they burst with an awful roar that deafened us. As
the Shrapnel burst, we heard the ping; pock; bang; smash; flop and crack, as the bits hit
the different ships. I am sorry to say that H.M.S. Queen Mary and the Indefatigable were
sunk after putting up a splendid fight against enormous odds and the poor old Invincible
was blown up. There is not much more to say, save that my ship ran short of oil-fuel
and, with another destroyer in the same fix, we had to make our way back alone. The
weather became rotten and we could only proceed at about 12 knots. To add to it all, we
faced two dangers: one being mines and the other, possible straggling
Germans. However, we arrived at our base quite safely and sound. On our way from
the battle area we passed through much floating wreckage; patches of oil, where once
floated a man of war, and numbers of sailors, British and German, floating around with
lifebelts on, but with death written in their faces.

An interview given by a gun-layer of the battle cruiser H.M.S. Tiger and featured in The
Leicester Mercury of June 8th 1916 is equally vivid. Speaking of what he saw of the
enemy’s opening salvoes against Admiral Beatty’s flagship on the afternoon of May 31st,
he said: ”They commenced concentrated fire and every gun of the German Squadron was
turned on the Lion but hardly a shell hit, though two asphyxiating projectiles fell on her
upper deck”. He continued with a telling account of the demise of the Queen Mary,
witnessed at uncomfortably close range, and of subsequent events, under the headline
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BARHAM AND VALIANT;
WONDERFUL BRITISH GUNNERY
Later the German guns were concentrated on the Queen Mary. They had been poking
about for some minutes without effect. Then every shell that the Germans threw seemed
suddenly to strike the battle cruiser at once. It was as if a whirlwind were smashing a
forest down, and it reminded one very much of the rending that is heard when a big
vessel is launched and stays are being smashed. A minute-and-a-half, and all that could
be seen of the Queen Mary was her keel, and then that disappeared.
A remarkable change took place with the arrival of the Valiant and Barham, together
with the warship which had sunk an enemy battle cruiser earlier in the afternoon. They
concentrated their fire on the end vessel of the German line, which may seem incredible,
but in two minutes, the vessel had almost disappeared; only dense clouds of smoke and
steam marking the spot where she had been.
A sight I shall never forget as long as I live was that of a giant vessel which was laying
helpless on the surface with her engines out of action. She continued to fire with deadly
effect till the Barham and the Valiant opened fire upon her at 4,000 yards. She simply
crumpled up and her after gun turrets disappeared within 60 seconds. Masts and funnels
soon went. Slowly and horribly methodically the shells of the British vessels
commenced to hit in the same spot time after time with wonderful precision. They
literally dug a hole in the German ship until, with a tremendous explosion, she blew
up. The methodical way in which it was done sickened me. For never had we realised
the terrible destructive force of modern gunfire.
Not long after, we were attacked by about 15 destroyers. They came in arc formation,
but our secondary armament and the shooting of our gunners being magnificent, one
after another was crippled. A curious sight was one destroyer which had lost all her
funnels, guns, masts, and bridge, still travelling at 15 or 20 knots; her decks one mass of
flame. The undoubted superiority of British gunnery over the German was proved in
the fight. Gun for gun, we were absolutely superior and I only wish they had stuck it
for another hour. They would then have known what 15 inch British guns can do.

Although the Barham was not sunk at Jutland, there were several casualties among her
crew, one being 27-year-old Arthur Riddington of Leicester. He attained the rank of
warrant officer early in the War, with some 10 year’s service taking him almost as far
from Leicester as possible and most notably to China. He was among the 420 survivors
from the sinking of the battleship H.M.S. Triumph in The Dardanelles in May 1915, being
taken off, as he said, “without wetting his feet” by the crew of a British destroyer. His
death was an inestimable blow, not only to his parents, but also to the Scottish fiancée he
had planned to marry in June 1916: the month that saw the end of a titanic naval struggle
and the beginnings of seemingly inexhaustible research.
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CONTACT US
We thank once again to those readers who contacted us following the production of
previous issues of The Tiger. Your comments are valued and welcomed and we are always
open to suggestions as to what you, our readers, would like to see included/excluded.
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are accepted in good faith and every effort is
always made to ensure accuracy of the information given. It should be noted however that
the opinions expressed by the contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor, her
associates or the Western Front Association. The Editor reserves the right to amend,
condense or edit any article submitted although the full version will be available, via email, upon request. Anyone wishing to submit material is more than welcome to contact
us by e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk

“We very much value your continued support”
Valerie Jacques (Newsletter Editor)
David Humberston (Branch Secretary)

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE.

Remembering Airman Cecil Jesson
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