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EDITORIAL
Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of “The Tiger”.
During the recent Armistice Day commemorations beneath the Menin Gate at Ypres, one
official speaker reminded the gathered assembly of the wording of the old Soldier’s song
We’re here because we’re here . . . For these writers at least, the reference proved an
oratorical masterstroke. None of those thousands whose names are engraved upon the
panels of the Menin Gate had any choice in the matter at all: they are there because they
are there. . . One hopes those present then realised a further comparison: Those gathered
to remember are there only because those “lads” are there and we wish to continue to
remember them . . .
A number of Branch members chose to join us in Ypres two weeks ago. On Armistice
morning itself, after attending the annual Service of Remembrance at St George’s
Memorial Church, many joined the “Poppy Parade” – an invitation to carry red poppy
petals through the streets of Ypres to the Menin Gate itself, where, at the appropriate
hour, they cascade from the skylights as blood red teardrops to carpet both cobbles and
congregation alike.
As always, those in attendance
were entertained by masterly
displays of musical craft, in
mild temperatures and beneath
a sky absent of rain. Beneath
the gate, Angela Hall once
more laid a wreath on behalf of
the Branch. The number of
wreath layers, both official and
personal, was as large as ever
and, once this crocodile of
humanity had returned to their
positions, the Service moved
towards its conclusion.
Even after attending for a number of consecutive years, one’s emotions are still assailed
by the poignancy of the occasion and the devotion of those who continue to honour our
glorious dead with such dedication. The Last Post Association and the officialdom of the
City of Ypres are to be congratulated once again; if any measure of their efforts is
required, surely the constant numbers of Pilgrims who continue to attend is a true
endorsement of their success.
D.S.H & V. E. J.
Further details of our annual Armistice Remembrance Tour can be obtained
by e-mailing Valerie & David at foft@live.co.uk
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PARISH NOTICES

BRANCH MEETINGS
The Elms Social & Service
Club, Bushloe End,
WIGSTON, Leicestershire,
LE18 2BA
7.30 p.m.

Your Committee Members
are:

30th November 2015
Guest Speaker:
Julian Putkowski

Dr John Sutton
(Chairman)
David Humberston
(Secretary)
Valerie Jacques
(Newsletter Editor)
Paul Warry
(Treasurer)
Angela Hall
(Events)
Roy Birch
(Promotion & War Memorials)

“Murderous Tommies”

21st December 2015
Guest Speaker:
Angela Hall
“Brigadier-General James Jack
of Kibworth Harcourt,
1880-1962”
A Christmas Buffet will also be
provided on the night!
PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE
TO THE ABOVE PREVIOUSLY
ADVERTISED DATE AND
SPEAKERS.

Our Branch Website Address is:
www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com
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THE BATTLE OF LOOS
AND THE 46TH (NORTH MIDLAND) DIVISION
by Karen Ette
At 9.30 in the morning of the 13th October 1915 Second Lieutenant Ronald Hett,
Commander of 13 Platoon of the 1/5th Battalion, Lincolnshire Regiment addressed his
men: At two o’clock I shall blow my whistle. I shall go over the top and you will follow me!
I shall be plonked and you will also probably be plonked but as long as you are able, you
must go on. If your brother is hit, you must go on.
At 1400 hours on the 13th October 1915 the whistles blew.
Two brigades of the 46th (North Midland) Division were in position in the front line facing
the Hohenzollern Redoubt. To the right were the Staffordshires of the 137 th Brigade,
positioned opposite the Big Willie Trench. The 138th Brigade, which included the 1/4th
Leicestershires and the1/5th Lincolns was located to the left of the Staffords.
Private Burgess of the 1/5th Lincolns said: Gas was sent over, the wind settled and turned,
but it was two o’clock. Tutty [Hutt] blew his whistle, went over, after twenty yards was
plonked as per schedule. His lads followed him and the battle was on.
The 1/4th Leicesters and 1/5th Lincolns managed to reach their first objective with fewer
losses. Then, as they carried on, heavy fire cut across them resulting in very high
casualties. The attack came to a standstill within ten minutes. Trench fighting continued,
but once again the shortage of bombs proved decisive. The Division lost 180 officers and
3,583 men within ten minutes, and achieved absolutely nothing. Private Edward Burgess
of the 1/5th Lincolns said: It was murder, pure and simple.
A ceremony of remembrance, attended by Madame Mayor of Achey-les-Mines and
representatives from Lincolnshire, Leicestershire, Staffordshire, Sherwood Foresters and
local residents was held at the 46th (North Midland) Division Memorial close to the
Redoubt on the 13th October 2015.
At 2.00 p.m. a whistle blew and two minutes’ silence was observed. Wreaths were then
laid and I felt honoured to represent the Royal Leicestershire Regiment (please see cover
photograph – editor) and lay their wreath. Prayers, poems and words from Madame
Mayor followed and then the ceremony was declared complete. As we stood and looked
across the expanse of the battlefield, the sun shone and a cool wind blew, as it had one
hundred years earlier. It was poignant to realise that in the time that the ceremony had
taken, over three thousand men lost their lives.
All quotes are taken from “The 1/5th Battalion, Lincolnshire Regiment in the Great War” by
Chris Bailey and Steve Bramley. It is a wonderfully researched book which uses primary
source material in intricate detail. As the 1/5th Lincolns were alongside the 1/4th Leicesters
the book gives insights that have not been seen before.
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THE 13TH OCTOBER REMEMBERED . . .

ABOVE: Pilgrims at the Memorials to the
46th (North Midland) Division (left) and the
Fergus Bowes-Lyon Memorial (right) at
Auchy-les-Mines, close to the Hohenzollern
Redoubt. The Divisional Memorial was
erected in 2006, whilst that to Captain
Bowes-Lyon was unveiled this October.
(Photograph courtesy of Karen Ette).
LEFT: Valerie Jacques inspects the wreath
laid in memory of Private Frederick
Sharpless, of the Buffs (East Kent)
Regiment at St Mary’s Church, Barkby.
This tribute to the first of the village fallen
included a muffled bell toll.
The Barkby Local History Group are to be
congratulated on their organisation of such
a memorable tribute, and their kind
invitation which allowed our Branch to be
represented on the night.
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LEICESTERSHIRE ANZACS AT GALLIPOLI (Part VIII)
by Brian Roffee
THOMAS GERALD NORMAN SCREATON
Lieutenant Thomas Gerald Norman Screaton (ANZAC) was just one soldier amongst the
100,000 troops which left New Zealand for service overseas originally as a youngster being
brought up in the St Marys parish of Leicester. The Screaton family were residing at 5
West Bridge Street (St Marys) Leicester in the 1891 census with the head of the house
being Frederick Norman Screaton (1843-1921) aged 47 his wife Flora Edith (nee Collyer)
(1866-1943) aged 25 and daughters Edith (5) and Jane (1) and sons Reginald (3). Thomas
was born in the first quarter of 1892.
Frederick, Thomas's father abandoned his wife in 1898 and was charged with that crime
as reported in the local newspaper. Flora along with the three youngest children
emigrated to Australia on 27th June 1906 on the ship Orontes arriving in Freemantle,
Western Australia. Thomas's mother later re-married and became Mrs J Carling.
Records show Thomas was presented (by Sir Thomas Sutherland, a friend of the family)
with a bursary at Christ’s College in Horsham and after he left college he followed his
mother to Western Australia spending two years there before moving on to New Zealand
in 1908. He worked there as a book keeper employed by R Screaton of Helensville NZ and
also as a chemist in the Wilson Cement Co. at Warkworth. According to the NZ electoral
records of 1911 the family were living in Marsden, Northland, New Zealand.

15th Auckland Regiment
Cap Badge

On 13th August 1914 Thomas enlisted in the Auckland
Infantry Battalion (NZEF main body) at Helensville as
private 12/32. He was recorded on his attestation
papers as being 5 feet 9 inches weighing 154 lbs having
a fair complexion, blue eyes and brown hair. He was
serving with the New Zealand Territorial's at the time
of enlistment. In the territorial's he had been a
Sergeant later being promoted to 2nd Lieutenant, then
to Lieutenant in 15th North Auckland 'H' company.
New Zealand had in 1910-11 organised a territorial
force of some 30,000 men with permanent staff. Newer
weapons and improved training meant that when war
broke out New Zealand was able to offer Britain an
expeditionary force immediately.

The New Zealanders began to land on the beaches at Anzac Cove Gallipoli around 9 am
on the 25th April 1915 and by the end of the day more than 100 had been killed and many
more wounded. Lieutenant Screaton was shot through the head, death being
instantaneous according to a Sergeant W J Brydon who was standing close by him when
he was hit. (from Auckland Weekly News, 20th May 1915, page 8).
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Twelve Tree Copse New Zealand Memorial to the Missing, Gallipoli
He was one of over 16,000 New Zealanders who paid the ultimate sacrifice fighting for
the empire. Listed as Killed In Action on 8th May 1915 at the Second Battle of Krithia,
Lieutenant Screaton is commemorated on the Twelve Tree Copse New Zealand Memorial
to the Missing, on Panel 13.I.2. He is just one name amongst the 6,393 names listed there.
The adjoining Cemetery contains 3,219 graves. Lieutenant T. G. N. Screaton was aged 23
when he was killed.
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CENTENARY CALENDAR

DECEMBER 1915
2nd – France: Presidential Decree makes 21st – Germany: A political split sees 22
General Joseph Joffre Commander-inChief of all French forces with the
exception of those employed in the African
colonies.
6th – France: British and French
strategists reconvene at Chantilly and
agree to plan a general offensive on the
Western Front in 1916. They also agree to
maintain their large, and growing,
presence in Salonika.
7th – Mesopotamia: The Turks lay siege to
much-weakened British forces at Kut-elAmara. British reject a call to surrender
on 9th and are later informed that a relief
force is being prepared to come to their
rescue. The Turks begin to entrench.
8th – Gallipoli: Evacuation of the Suvla
Bay and Ari Burna bridgeheads begins.
Despite much foreboding, they are carried
out with great success due to the
meticulous work of the plan’s creator,
General William Birdwood. The Turks do
not interfere and some 83,000 men, 186
artillery pieces, 1700 vehicles and 4500
transport animals are whisked away by
20th. Troops remain in position at Cape
Helles until 27th when their evacuation
begins.
12th – Adriatic: Allied warships begin the
evacuation of Serbian forces from
Albania, which continues into 1916.
13th – Western Egypt: A composite
British force defeat 1,200 rebel Senussi
tribesman at Wadi Senaab.
17th – Britain: Field Marshall Sir John
French is dismissed as Commander of the
BEF. He is replaced by General Sir
Douglas Haig.

out of 44 Social Democrats in the
Reichstag (German Parliament) vote
against further loans to finance the war.

25th – Western Egypt: A further force of
rebel Senussi tribesmen is again defeated
by British forces, this time at Mersa
Matruh. The Senussi threat to Egypt
would not, however, be finally crushed
until 1916.
26th – Lake Tanganyika: German
battleship Kingani is captured after a brief
battle with Mimi and Toutou, two British
motor boats, commanded by the maverick
Naval Officer Lieutenant-Commander
Geoffrey Spicer-Simson.
28th – Britain: Government agrees to
introduce adult male conscription which
will become law in March 1916.
29th – North Sea: German transport
raider, SMS Möwe, slips out of
Wilhelmshaven for her first task, to set a
minefield in the Pentland Firth near the
main base of the British Home Fleet at
Scapa Flow.
France: Sir Douglas Haig and General
Joseph Joffre meet to discuss a 1916 attack
along the River Somme sector of the
Western Front.
31st – Berlin: General Erich von
Falkenhayn completes his memorandum
to Kaiser Wilhelm, advocating an assault
on Verdun and the resumption of
unrestricted submarine warfare.
The first proposal is accepted, but the
second is dropped after objections from
German Chancellor Theobald von
Bethmann-Hollweg.

(To be continued)
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ARMISTICE DAY COMMEMORATIONS
IN YPRES

ABOVE
LEFT:
Valerie
Jacques & Dinah White wear
relative’s
Medals
on
Armistice Morning.
ABOVE RIGHT:
Paul
Bardell & David Humberston
prepare to join the Poppy
Parade to the Menin Gate.
LEFT: Roy Birch and nephew
Stephen North at the “Angels
of Pervyse” Statue, Ariane
Hotel, Ypres.
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD

The Branch has received a
supply of 2016 WFA Calendars
for sale to its members/ meeting
attendees at our next meeting.
As explained in the recent “All
Members Communique”, the
Branch will receive a larger
percentage of sale proceeds
from Calendars sold on a “faceto-face” basis, a situation we
would obviously prefer to use to
our full advantage.

MEMORIAL TO THE VICTIMS OF THE
1916 ZEPPELIN RAID ON LOUGHBOROUGH
The Loughborough Carillon Tower & War
Memorial Museum and Charnwood Arts have
commissioned a new memorial to honour the
victims of the raid and to commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the outrage.
The memorial will take the form of a large bronze
plaque (40 x 48 inches) the artwork was done by Mr
Paul Gent and the plaque will be cast by Taylors
Bell Foundry.
The cost will be £6000.00, Loughborough University
have already donated £750.00 and the Carillon
Museum have given £1000.00 towards the cost but
we need your help to raise the remaining money.
Want to help? Then please donate. Cheques should be made out to ‘Loughborough
Carillon Museum’. Or you can donate through Paypal. Use our email address:
carillonmuseum@gmail.com Please leave your name.
Our postal address is: Loughborough Carillon Museum, C/O John Storer House, Wards
End, Loughborough, Leics. LE11 3HA. For further information email:
carillonmuseum@gmail.com
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LOCAL BOY SCOUTS AND TRAM DRIVERS REMEMBERED
(PART IV)
by Roy-Anthony Birch
As we approach the end of the Centenary of the first full year of the so-called “Great
War”, I try to imagine how people at hone felt in the Autumn of 1915, by contrast with
12 months previously. The intoxicating “up an’ at ’em” attitude and the idea that it would
all be over by Christmas 1914 must have been dispelled long since, as readers unfolded
their newspapers to see the War taking on a “digging-in” character in all senses, during
1915, along established and developing front lines.
In mid-May 1915, for instance, local and national papers evoked something of the
increasing complexity of the situation amid mixed fortunes for the Allies; “GREAT
STAND AT YPRES”, with The Northumberlands fighting doggedly, but “TRENCHES
LOST AT LOOS” and Sir John French in trouble on the Aubers Ridge with 11,500 men
ultimately lost in a futile Spring offensive. (Sir John pointed to “a scandalous lack of
shells” as the primary cause of failure, which led directly to the creation of a dedicated
Ministry of Munitions in May 1915). More decisively, the French had taken the garrison
at Carency in “desperate night fighting”, sweeping aside a battalion of the German 136th
Regiment and another of Bavarian Chasseurs.
The shipping news was dominated by repercussions from the sinking of the R.M.S.
Lusitania off the southern Irish coast on May 7th. Anti-German riots, often accompanied
by looting, were reported in London, Leeds, Rotherham, and Liverpool, this last, the
intended destination of the doomed Cunarder. A service of remembrance for those
drowned in the disaster, and of thanksgiving for survivors, was held in the city’s cathedral
on May 13th. But we must now turn to a naval calamity in more distant waters, lapping
the shores of a land whose place-names became familiar through an abundance of
bulletins. The front page of The Leicester Daily Post of Friday May 14th 1915 carried the
following; BATTLESHIP TORPEDOED
H.M.S. GOLIATH SUNK IN THE DARDANELLES
H.M.S. Goliath has been torpedoed in The Dardanelles with the loss of over 500
lives. The announcement was made in The House of Commons yesterday
afternoon by Mr Churchill, First Lord of The Admiralty, who stated that 20
officers and 100 men had been saved.
H.M.S. Goliath, which was completed in 1900, was a pre-Dreadnaught of the
Canopus class. Still comparatively fast, these vessels have, in recent years, lost a
good deal of their original fighting value. The Goliath was of 12,960 tonnage and
had a speed of about 18 knots. Her armourment comprised 4 x 12-inch, 12 x 6inch, and 10 x 12-pounder guns, and 4 torpedo tubes. A belt only 6 inches thick
protected the water-line, but there was 12-inch armour on the gun turrets. Ships
of this class, which were designed with a very light draught to enable them to
navigate the Suez Canal, cost about £650,000 each.
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It will be recalled that the earlier mishap to the Allied Fleet in The Dardanelles
occurred on March 18th, when H.M.S. Irresistible, H.M.S. Ocean, also of the Canopus
class and the French battleship Bouvet, were sunk by mines. It is of course realized
that losses of this description are almost inevitable in the peculiarly dangerous
operations now proceeding in The Dardanelles, and while the loss of the Goliath may
not seriously affect our Naval strength, profound regret, shared by our Allies, will be
felt at the loss of so many gallant lives. So far as can be ascertained at present, there
appear to have been no Leicester men on board H.M.S. Goliath.

Although the comment that “there appear to have been no Leicester men on board H.M.S.
Goliath” was not, of itself, untrue, - simply a belief expressed in good faith, it was factually
inaccurate. There were 2 local men among the fatalities, one being Boy 1st Class Horace
Green, service no. J/27586, once of 1st Leicester Scout Troop. His is one of 73 names on
the memorial to members of The Leicester Boy Scouts Association who died during the
1914-18 War, currently housed in the chancel of All Saints Church, Highcross. Born in
Leicester on 2nd June 1898, Horace was the son of Hugh Kennedy Green, a hairdresser
by trade and a native of Kings Lynn in Norfolk, and his wife Ada, their 1901 household
including an older half-brother and a maternal uncle to Horace. But the 1911 Census
shows only Hugh and 12-year-old Horace at what had been the family home in Overton
Road, Leicester, generating the thought that a family break-up might have propelled
Horace into a life at sea.
His ship, the aging H.M.S. Goliath, was one of many categorised as “Surplus Battleships”
still in service in 1914. Seen as unfit for inclusion in Vice-Admiral Jellicoe’s Grand Fleet,
they provoked sharp political divisions over their continuing retention before the
War. Yet Goliath and her sisters, H.M.S. Canopus and Ocean, were all called to action
early in the conflict; Canopus being sent, quite controversially, to aid Admiral “Kit”
Cradock in the South Pacific, while Ocean lent valuable support to operations in the
Shatt-el-Arab estuary in the Persian Gulf in November 1914. Goliath acquitted herself
well, patrolling the coast of German East Africa at much the same time, and particularly
in effectively destroying the enemy’s S.M.S. Konigsberg. The German light cruiser was
pin-pointed by aerial reconnaissance upstream in the Rufigi River in present-day
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Tanzania, beyond the reach of larger British warships, but well within range of the
shallow-draughted Goliath whose 12-inch guns rendered the Konigsberg hors de combat
without actually sinking her.
By May 1915, Goliath was one of innumerable and diverse craft flooding the eastern
Mediterranean in support of the Allied offensive at Gallipoli. Royal Navy vessels had
bombarded Turkish onshore batteries since the famous landings of April 25th, and caused
extensive damage to settlements around the Heights of Achi Baba. Towns such as Kalissi,
Maidos, and Kilid Bahr, were reduced to “smoking ruins”, according to The Times
correspondent in The Aegean. Goliath’s participation in these events, however, was
ended on the night of 12th/13th May in the worst naval disaster in terms of lives lost during
the entire Gallipoli Campaign.
She had sought shelter in Morto Bay, a natural anchorage immediately to the east of Cape
Helles at the very tip of the Peninsula; ironically enough, the site of the final resting place
of her sister H.M.S. Ocean, lost on 18th March. Goliath was taken completely unawares
by the Turkish destroyer Mauvanet-i-Millet, shortly after 1 a.m. on May 13th. Taking
advantage of a moonless and fog-bound night, and keeping hard as possible to shore, the
Ottoman ship was skillfully maneuvered by her German commander, Lieutenant Firle,
into a position from which she could hardly miss. Challenges from the British were either
answered by the enemy in English or went unanswered: the accounts disagree. But
Goliath received the first of what were to be three fatal hits from torpedoes shortly
thereafter, the first projectile striking below the forward port turret, and the remainder
hitting amidships below the foremost funnel, and at the stern. Having listed heavily to
port, Goliath turned turtle and sank, bow first, within minutes, spewing her hapless crew
into the sea.
The comment in the Daily Post article quoted above, asserting that “the loss of the Goliath
may not seriously affect our Naval strength”, was rather rash, at least vis-à-vis Naval
deployment in The Dardanelles. For in this context, the loss of the ship triggered a
decisive change and clarification of policy over the Navy’s very reason for being
there. And moreover, it brought to a head the long-simmering tensions between Admiral
“Jackie” Fisher, the First Sea Lord, and his political master – one Winston Churchill,
First Lord of The Admiralty. For whereas Churchill had persistently advocated a second
attempt on The Narrows to access The Sea of Marmara, Fisher had resisted the notion at
every turn, seeing it as a foolhardy enterprise, likely to squander his precious
resources. The evident ease with which enemy craft could destroy His Majesty’s ships
now played into Fisher’s hands, obliging Churchill to back down and the Navy to hold
back; taking to the offensive only to support the land-forces, rather than independently.
Some 570 officers and men of the Goliath, including her skipper, Captain Thomas
Shelford, and 16-year-old Horace Green, perished in the churning waters of The
Aegean. Just 25% of the ship’s company survived. Horace therefore joins Claude
Dudley Dixon, Arnold Victor Keene, and Garth Smithies Taylor, as members of The
Leicestershire Boy Scouts Association who we have honoured in this mini-series. As with
employees of The Leicester Tramways & Electricity Department, who we have also
featured, their wartime service and sacrifices ought never to be forgotten. Of these and
countless others, we must for ever say “We Will Remember Them”.
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CONTACT US
We thank once again to those readers who contacted us following the production of
previous issues of The Tiger. Your comments are valued and welcomed and we are always
open to suggestions as to what you, our readers, would like to see included/excluded.
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are accepted in good faith and every effort is
always made to ensure accuracy of the information given. It should be noted however that
the opinions expressed by the contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor, her
associates or the Western Front Association. The Editor reserves the right to amend,
condense or edit any article submitted although the full version will be available, via email, upon request. Anyone wishing to submit material is more than welcome to contact
us by e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk

“We very much value your continued support”
Valerie Jacques (Newsletter Editor)
David Humberston (Branch Secretary)

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE.

Branch Members at Ypres: Anne Hardy, Paul Bardell, Dinah White, Angela Hall, Brian
& Jill Smith and Roy Birch are amongst the Pilgrims joining Valerie Jacques and
David Humberston on their annual Armistice Remembrance Tour.
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