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EDITORIAL
Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of “The Tiger”.
Our recent participation in the V.J. Day Anniversary Service at Leicester Cathedral
prompted questions to be asked about Japanese participation alongside the Allied forces
in the Great War. It is often forgotten that Imperial Japan followed her British Allies into
War in August 1914 and contributed greatly to the expulsion of both German troops and
warships from the Pacific. At sea, the Imperial Japanese Navy seized the German colonies
of the Marianna, Caroline and Marshall Islands without any resistance. On mainland
China, Japanese forces, alongside a small contingent of British and Indian troops,
surrounded the German settlement of Tsingtao (Qingdao in Chinese), besieging the port
between September and November 1914, when the German surrender was accepted.

Japanese Infantry at the Siege of Tsingtao. Curious about events in the West, the Japanese
public avidly purchased lithographs like that shown on our front cover because
official photographs were difficult to obtain and to reproduce.
Japan was to remain faithful to the Allies as, ever conscious of her War potential, both
sides worked to procure Japanese arms. Men and statesmen in Allied capitals were ever
vigilant against a separate peace between Japan and Germany. Despite overtures from
the latter, Japan remained faithful to the Allied cause. In February 1915, Japanese
Marines helped quell a mutiny of Indian troops at Singapore, whilst from December 1916
ships from the Japanese Navy carried out close to 350 escort sorties in the Mediterranean,
operating from Malta. Territorially Japan repeatedly sought influence in China, initially
seeking to establish a Japanese Protectorate in early 1915. In 1918 large loans to a Chinese
warlord resulted in extended Japanese influence and privileges in the east, whilst
Japanese Infantry fought alongside American and White Russian forces against the
Bolsheviks in Siberia.
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Japanese Territorial Gains in the Pacific 1914: The Marianna Islands, the Caroline
Islands (which included Palau) and the Marshall Islands were all German
colonies whilst Tsingtao (Qingdao) was leased to the Germans by China.
(Note: Taiwan and Korea were annexed by Japan in 1895 and 1910 respectively)
Emerging as a great power in international politics by the close of the War, the Treaty of
Versailles confirmed the transfer to Japan of Germany’s trading rights in the Chinese
province of Shandong. Additionally Germany’s more northern Pacific Islands came
under Japanese administration by way of a League of Nations Mandate. Japan had also
escaped the human, financial and physical costs accompanying the War in Europe. By the
Armistice, Japanese War Dead numbered less than 2,000. Their economy was not
depleted but was augmented during the conflict by the creation of new markets for
Japanese arms, shipping and textiles. No monuments were erected in towns to remember
local casualties and neither did Japan follow its Allies in designating Armistice Day a
national holiday.
But if Japan was spared the ravages of the Great War, she confronted, nevertheless, the
same disturbing truth that something had gone terribly wrong with the “old order” and
what the nineteenth century had viewed as “progress” might now only be a “botched
civilization”. Previously hailed as the “pioneer of progress in the Orient”, Japan had
forged her state on the foundation of empire, arms and authoritarian rule in conscious
imitation of Kaiser Wilhelm’s Germany. The “New World”, based on the principles of
Wilsonian America, threatened to destroy Japanese national order. In these
circumstances, internal political instabilities helped contribute to growing Japanese
militarism in the 1920’s and 1930’s and the rest, as they say, is history . . .
D.S.H.
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PARISH NOTICES

BRANCH MEETINGS
The Elms Social & Service
Club, Bushloe End,
WIGSTON, Leicestershire,
LE18 2BA
7.30 p.m.

*CHANGE TO*
*ADVERTISED*
*SPEAKER*

Your Committee Members:
Dr John Sutton
(Chairman)

28th September 2015
Guest Speaker:
Michael Woods

Michael Woods
(Vice Chairman & Education)

“Gas, Grenades &Grievances The Attack on the
Hohenzollern Redoubt,
October 1915”

David Humberston
(Secretary)
Paul Warry
(Treasurer)
Valerie Jacques
(Newsletter Editor)

26th October 2015
A.G.M.
Guest Speaker:
Rob Thompson

Angela Hall
(Events)

“He’s a Lumberjack
and he’s O.K. . .
Canadian Corps Operations”

Roy Birch
(Promotion & War Memorials)
Our Branch Website Address is:
www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com
or

30th November 2015
Guest Speaker:
Julian Putkowski

Email David or Valerie at:
foft@live.co.uk

“Murderous Tommies”
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LEICESTERSHIRE ANZACS AT GALLIPOLI (Part VI)
by Lynn Roffee
ALFRED SPENCE
Alfred Spence was born about 1890 in Enderby, Leicestershire. The 1901 Census shows
Alfred living with his parents Abraham and Louisa (nee Hubbard) in John Street,
Enderby. The 1911 Census shows Alfred and his mother living at Townsend Road and
that he was employed as a Rubber Cutter in a Rubber Factory.
Alfred joined the 4th Reinforcements, 14th Battalion A.I.F. as Private 1727, on 24th
December 1914. He was aged 23 at embarkation and was shown to be living at Cobden
Street, South Melbourne. His next of kin was shown as his mother, who was still living at
Townsend Road. His service records show that he was single, 5ft 4 ½ " tall, weighed 10st
2lbs, had a fair complexion, blue eyes and fair hair. His religion was Church of England.
Alfred undertook his training at Broadmeadow Camp. The 13th, 14th, 15th and 16th
Battalions formed the 4th Brigade under the Command of Colonel John Monash. He
embarked from Melbourne on 20th March 1915 aboard H.M.A.T. A9 Shropshire. On 26th
May he proceeded to join the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force in the Dardanelles.
Alfred was reported as missing in action on 7th August 1915 and later it was later stated
that he was killed in action. A Court of Enquiry, No. 780, was held in Serapeum, Egypt
in April 1916 and it was confirmed that Alfred was killed in action on 8 th August 1915.
He is remembered at Lone Pine Memorial on panel 74.
Mrs Spence was sent his belongings which comprised: Hair and shaving brushes, Note
Book, Toothbrush, Pencil Holder, New Testament, Letter, 1 R/S Badge, Chest
Developers. She received a War Pension of £2 per fortnight.

The War Memorial at St John The Baptist Church, Enderby, Leics and the Lone Pine
Memorial to the Missing at Gallipoli – both record the name of Alfred Spence
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Extract from - 14th Battalion A.I.F. War Diary
7/8/15 09.30 Orders issued to O.C. Coys 14th Bn. to rise at 02.30 and fall in at
03.30.
8/8/15 03.00 14th Bn. moved out in single file in rear of 15th Bn. and crossed
KAIAJIK DERE and then deployed into lines of platoons in field on
ridge North of Kaiajik Dere.
Wounded- : 3 officers, 90 others, Missing 2 officers, 126 others.
Major C M M Dare assumed command of 14th Bn, and an advance was
made under heavy rifle fire and machine gun fire and consequently
casualties were very heavy. After the 15th Bn, on our immediate front
had practically withered away the 14th continued to advance suffering
heavily and the Turks were met with great force on our front and left.
As we drove them back they counter attacked on our let flank several
times. The Bn. thus got very split up and it is impossible to say exactly
what happened. Orders were then issued to dig in and consolidate the
position gained, and prolonging the line held by the 29th Indian Brigade
to the left. A Sikh machine gun detachment took up a position to protect
our left and rear from attack. Here the enemy's shrapnel opened on our
shallow fire pits and considerable damage was done. No reply whatever
was made by our artillery and out men continued to suffer from
shrapnel. The 16th Bn. successfully drove off the determined counter
attack made by the enemy on our left.
07.30 Order received from Col. Pop Cmdg. 16th Bn. to retire. A reply was
despatched asking if it were not possible to hold the ridge running from
the left down over knoll 60 towards the sea and stating that we could
hold what we had gained.
08.30 Another order to retire received from Col. Pope and stating that the
whole Brigade was retiring. Orders were immediately issued to collect
all the wounded, arms, and equipment and take some to behind our
lines. The 14th Bn. then retired by platoon down the Kaiajik Dere in
shell formation together with a few details of the 15th and 16th Bns. A
rear guard being left under command Capts. Henry and Giles. The 4 th
Bde. Machine Gun Sections under Capt. Rose also protected the
retirement and gave good covering fire.
10.00 Retirement completed and all 'getable' wounded and arms brought
back. Battalion then bivouacked in Australia Gully for the remainder
of the day and night.
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CENTENARY CALENDAR

OCTOBER 1915
2nd – Balkans: Bulgaria agrees to fight 13th – France: The final British assault on
alongside Germany and Austro-Hungary
in the forthcoming invasion of Serbia.
6th – France: The Second Battle of
Champagne continues with a renewed
French offensive against the German front
line. French losses total 144,000 men.
Balkans: Two German and AustroHungarian armies, commanded by Field
Marshal August von Mackensen, open the
invasion of Serbia by attacking across the
northern border. Outnumbered by almost
2-1, the Serbian Army escapes being
surrounded but is forced to retreat southwest. Belgrade will be occupied on the 9th
and Serbia’s ally, Montenegro, attacked.
British casualties to date total 493,294.

the German held Hohenzollern Redoubt
failed resulting in 3,643 casualties
mostly in the first few minutes. The
Official History suggested that "The
fighting on the 13th–14th October had not
improved the general situation in any way
and had brought nothing but useless
slaughter of infantry."
14th – Balkans: Bulgaria and Serbia
declare war against each other.
15th – Britain: Government declares war
on Bulgaria which has invaded Serbia.
Montenegro, a close ally of threatened
Serbia, follows suit.
16th - France: War declared on Bulgaria;
Gallipoli: General Sir Ian Hamilton
receives notice that he is to be replaced by
General Sir Charles Monro who takes
charge on 28th. His first request is for
winter clothing.
19th – London: Lord Derby explains his
new recruiting scheme, which was to
become commonly known as “The Derby
Scheme”.
Balkans: Italy and Russia declare war on
Bulgaria.
24th - Baltic Sea: British submarine, E8,
fires a spread of torpedoes detonating
German cruiser SMS Prinz Adalbert’s
ammunition
magazine.
She
sinks
immediately with the loss of 672 crew and
will become the German Baltic Forces
greatest single loss of life for the entire
war.
26th – Balkans: Urgent appeal for help
from Serbia from the Allies following
invasion by Bulgarian forces.

8th – Gallipoli: Adding to the problems
faced by the Allies, storms damage several
piers used for unloading supplies and the
evacuation of casualties.
11th – London: Lord Kitchener, evaluates
the risks of evacuating Gallipoli and states
that “abandonment would be the most
disastrous event in the history of the British
Empire”.
12th – Brussels: Despite international
pressure for mercy, 49 year old British
nurse, Edith Louisa Cavell, is shot by
German firing squad. Her execution
received worldwide condemnation and
extensive press coverage.
13th - Britain: In the heaviest Zeppelin
raid of the year, five German airships
strike against various targets. In London,
bombs dropped by L13, L14 & L15 cause
around 150 casualties whilst elsewhere 49
other civilians are killed or wounded.

(To be continued)
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO PURCHASE!
A limited supply of this 240 page colour
illustrated publication (cover price £25,
£17.89 Amazon) have recently become
available to us for a mere £10!
Originally published to accompany an
exhibition of the same title held at Morley
Gallery in London, it offers a visual
compendium of the War and presents a
multifarious
record
of
paintings,
drawings, prints, sculpture, reliefs,
posters,
postcards,
photographs,
silhouettes
and
ceramics
with
accompanying text and captions.
In our opinion, a most worthy addition to
any Great War Library, at a bargain
price! A copy will be available for viewing
at our next Branch Meeting.
All enquires to Valerie Jacques & David Humberston via foft@live.co.uk

LEICESTERSHIRE & RUTLAND
FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY
KEW NATIONAL ARCHIVES
COACH TRIPS
Trips Depart From
The Premier Inn,
Narborough Road, Leicester
At 6.45 a.m.
Arrive at Kew around 9.00 a.m.
Depart 4.30 p.m.
You Can Book By E-Mail At:
kewtrips@lrfhs.org.uk

NEXT TRIP
SATURDAY 3RD OCTOBER 2015

£25 PER PERSON
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ROYAL AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION
BRAUNSTONE

“1940’s EVENING”
To mark the 75th Anniversary
of the Battle of Britain

on
FRIDAY 9 OCTOBER 2015
7.30 P.M.
th

DANCE to the SOUNDS of

TICKETS £6.00
on the door
or
to order in advance:
TELEPHONE 0116 2825451

JUNCTION 21
At

THE BRAUNSTONE
CIVIC CENTRE
KINGSWAY

YOUR W.F.A. BRANCH WILL BE
REPRESENTED

INFORMATION REQUIRED
Branch member Derek Simmonds has contacted us as follows:
Can anybody help me with the hierarchy of reporting/recording of casualties structure from
the trench back to say Headquarters? For example, a mine blew up under B Company of the
1/5th Leicestershire Regiment and killed 8 and wounded 40. Who would record the events
and who would record the names of the casualties? When do the “names” change into
“numbers”? I have letters c/o The Grantham Journal, in which a Captain Griffiths writes
to the parents of the boys who were killed. Where would he have obtained this information
and their addresses etc? The reason I ask is because I have been given a document which
is a compilation of events and casualties of the 1/5th Leics. from January 1915 to December
1917. It would seem to have been compiled by someone who was actually there.
If anyone can help Derek with the answers to any of these questions, please e-mail him
on: dereksimmonds123@btinternet.com
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WIGSTON REMEMBERS
AN EVENING OF COMMEMORATION OF WORLD WAR 1
SATURDAY 31st OCTOBER 2015 AT 7.30 p.m.
ABINGTON ACADEMY,
STATION ROAD, WIGSTON
LE18 2DH
Arranged by
The Leicestershire & Rutland Family History Society,
The Wigston Civic Society & The Greater Wigston Historical Society
Masters Of Ceremonies: Peter Cousins and Colin Towell
PART ONE
Derrick Pearce, a.k.a. “Banjo Des” - WW1 Music & Songs
Marion Morley - Poetry & Readings
The Harmonics Choir - Songs
Dave Andrews (BBC Radio Leicester) - WW1 Poetry
Robin Jenkins (Leicestershire Record Office) - “Humour in the Trenches”
Robin Jenkins – “Lights Going Out”
INTERVAL
Drinks In the Foyer (Included In the Admission Price)
PART 2
Derrick Pearce a.k.a “Banjo Des” - WW1 Music & Songs
Marion Morley - Poetry & Readings
The Harmonics Choir - Songs
Dave Andrews - WW1 Poetry
Menin Gate Last Post Ceremony - Video & Two Minutes Silence

TICKETS £7.50 PER PERSON
AVAILABLE FROM:
COLIN TOWELL (0116 2889638)
PETER COUSINS (0116 2884638)
JANE CALLIS (07983 614989)
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POPPY BROOCHES
FOR SALE
Lovingly handknitted by

“Jane of Thurmaston”
will be on sale at your next
Branch Meeting.
Minimum price £2 each, at least £1
of which will be donated to the
Royal British Legion.
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LOCAL BOY SCOUTS AND TRAM DRIVERS REMEMBERED
(PART II)
by Roy-Anthony Birch
While the life-span of Leicester’s electric tramway system was comparatively brief, covering just 45 years after its inception, the sacrifices of its employees during two World
Wars will be revered for as long as the City’s “Orphan War Memorial Project” remains
in existence, offering sanctuary to tributes which might otherwise have all-too-easily
disappeared.
The memorial which originally honoured “Men of
The City of Leicester Tramways and Electricity
Department Who Gave Their Lives in The Great
War” is a recent and impressive addition to the
collection at All Saints Highcross. Cast in bronze
and first exhibited in The Leicester City Transport
office in Humberstone Gate West, the memorial
itself is affixed to three sections of timber, forming
a substantial backing to the whole. It stands 80½
ins. (201 cms.) high overall, including the wooden
support, and is 39 inches (99 cms.) broad at its
widest, making it the largest memorial currently
displayed. The widest section carries the 70 names
from the 1914-18 War in two equal columns, surnames in alphabetical order throughout, with a
combination of initials and Christian/forenames,
with nine names from the Second World War
following much the same pattern.
Colleagues, relatives, and friends, of local tramdrivers etc. doubtless needed to steel themselves to
open their newspapers within weeks of the outbreak
of The First World War, with headlines such as
“ANOTHER TRAMWAY EMPLOYEE KILLED”
becoming increasingly familiar and bringing the realities of the conflict uncomfortably
close to home. On Friday November 27th 1914, for example, readers of The Leicester
Daily Post learnt of the death of at least the 4th tramway worker to be lost well before
Christmas, via the following: “Mr Holwell of 166 Jarrom Street, Leicester, has received
a War Office notification to the effect that his stepson Private Percy Bowley, of the 1 st
Leicesters, was killed in action on October 25th; place not known. Bowley, who was 29
years of age and had served five years in India, was a conductor on the Leicester
Tramways, having been called-up with the Reserve”.
The diary of the 1st Bn. The Leicestershire Regiment shows that Private Bowley had been
killed on The Western Front in the vicinity of the Rue du Bois. “Quiet all day” typified
diary entries for mid-October 1914, with the Battalion marching or being moved by train
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from Fismes to Croix Blanche via Cassel and Le Cruseobeau etc., to take up defensive
positions near Croix Blanche on October 18th. But the situation became evermore fluid
regarding the disposition of the 1st Leicesters in the following few days, in the face of
persistent and concentrated enemy artillery fire. Orders were countermanded almost as
soon as they were received until, at 8 p.m. on 21st October, troops were ordered to relieve
the West Yorkshires in the line Chemical Factory-Rue du Bois. Casualties mounted
among the other ranks, with 11 killed and 25 wounded on the 22 nd; the sector being
“heavily shelled by Shrapnel and heavy Howitzers all day”.
The Battalion was compelled to withdraw from immediately in front of the Chemical
Factory on the 24th, with significant casualties again among the O.R.s; 34 killed wounded
and missing. The 25th October, however, was manifestly worse; “Germans attempted to
rush trenches at dawn but beaten back with great loss: shelled intermittently all day. Two
platoons of “D” Coy. were driven out by enfilading fire about 9 a.m. but retrieved position
by dusk. Ordered to retire during night. Trench line was re-enforced by one company
of East Yorks and two platoons Rifle Brigade during day”. Losses among the O.R.s now
peaked, with 188 casualties in total on this one day. Private Percy Bowley, service no.
6586, was among the 22 killed, and 98 were reported missing.
Another tramway worker died on
October 27th 1914 as the Germans
continued to harass 1st Leicesters, even as
they withdrew to the supposed safety of
billets at Bois Grenier and Grise
Pot. This was Private Robert Bell,
service no. 7605, whose name now
appears alongside that of his peacetime
colleague, Percy Bowley, on panel 4 of the
Ploegsteert Memorial To The Missing
(right) on the outskirts of the Belgian
village that shares its name.
This
architecturally distinctive memorial also
bears the name of George Henry Sutton, a great uncle of our Branch Chairman Dr.
John Sutton. George Sutton’s death - he was shot by a German sniper, reminds us that
all was not quiet on The Western Front during the first festive season of the War and
that for some families, this was no time for celebration or fraternization, irrespective
of what might be happening along some sections of the front Line. A notice in The
Leicester Daily Post of Monday January 18th 1915 reads:
ROLL OF HONOUR
Lance Corporal George Henry Sutton of the 1st Leicesters was killed in action in
France on Christmas Day 1914. He was a reservist and was called-up on August
5th 1914, within 13 hours of the outbreak of the war, having worked as a “motor
man” with Leicester Corporation Tramways in civilian life. His parents live at 2
Mostyn Terrance, Mostyn Street, Leicester.
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Great credit is due to employees of The Leicester Tramways and Electricity Department
for maintaining an undiminished service throughout the 1914-18 War; for literally
“keeping the cars on the rails”. I know of no threats to withdraw labour in Leicester
during the hostilities, in contrast to those either threatening or who actually entered into
industrial action as colleagues and countrymen went to war. Again, from The Leicester
Daily Post of Monday May 17th 1915, under the headline “THREATENED TRAMWAY
STRIKE” (p.5), we learn that staff in South Staffordshire were agitating for more pay,
while an article headlined “LONDON TRAMWAY MEN’S STRIKE” (p.2), reported
that 3,000 of the Capital’s tramcars stood idle, their drivers having abandoned their
posts, - albeit temporarily.
But no! The tram service in Leicester went from strength to strength as the War
progressed. From modest beginnings with just 60 cars at its inauguration in 1904, (some
sources say 58 cars), the service had expanded to a fleet of 160 vehicles by 1914, each one
propelled by overhead electric traction. The first day of the electric era – May 18th 1904,
was marked with much civic pomp and ceremony and a good deal of pubic gaiety –
bunting and the like; all “in prefect weather”, according to contemporary reports. The
Mayor, the well-known local architect Mr Albert Sawday, led the way, accompanied by
members of The Corporation in a stately progress from the Abbey Park Road depot to
Stoneygate and back.
The briefest glance at the number of miles covered and receipts from ticket sales shows
how the service had grown during its first decade; from 1,229,507 miles in 1904 to over 4
million in 1914, with receipts rising from £50,000 to £150,000 over the same period and
so on into the War. In the Spring of 1915, Leicester’s Town Council approved a motion
to allow uniformed servicemen to travel for half fare for the duration, while a limited
number of free passes was issued to disabled ex-servicemen after the War.
Finally, for now, we
remember Charles Otway
Cave, sometime of The
Leicester
Tramways
Department, who enlisted as
a
Private
in
The
Northumberland Fusiliers –
service no. 9112, in 1902. He
served nine years in India
before The First World War and arrived in France with the 1st Battalion. on August 13th
1914. By October 7th, his unit was in Abbeville, preparing to move to the vicinity of
Zelobes in readiness for a major engagement with the enemy as part of 8th Army
Brigade. The “Fighting Fifth” went into action in the early afternoon of October 13 th,
and having taken and secured Bout de Ville on the 14th, were marched to Fauquissart
within 48 hours. The 17th October 1914 was a day of particularly heavy losses as the
Battalion fought at Aubers and Fromelles; so much so that they were relieved by men of
The Royal Irish Regiment towards dusk of the same day. Thirty-year-old Private Cave,
sadly, was among the dead and he is now named on the Le Touret Memorial in the Pas
de Calais, shown above. He is also remembered on the headstone of his paternal
grandparents, John and Martha Ann Cave, in Leicester’s Welford Road Cemetery.
To be continued . . .
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CONTACT US
We thank once again to those readers who contacted us following the production of
previous issues of The Tiger. Your comments are valued and welcomed and we are always
open to suggestions as to what you, our readers, would like to see included/excluded.
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are accepted in good faith and every effort is
always made to ensure accuracy of the information given. It should be noted however that
the opinions expressed by the contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor, her
associates or the Western Front Association. The Editor reserves the right to amend,
condense or edit any article submitted although the full version will be available, via email, upon request. Anyone wishing to submit material is more than welcome to contact
us by e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk

“We very much value your continued support”
Valerie Jacques (Newsletter Editor) & David Humberston (Branch Secretary)

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE

Jane Welsh, Roy Birch, Valerie Jacques & John Bailey
at the V.J. Day Anniversary Service, Leicester Cathedral.
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