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EDITORIAL
Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to the latest edition of “The Tiger”.
As we continue to commemorate the centenary of various Great War events, let us
pause this month to consider a largely forgotten action, conducted by a privately funded
Regiment, who were not only the first of their countrymen to engage the enemy, but did
so in a manner that many would repeat in the years to follow. For, just before dawn on
28th February 1915, at St Eloi, the southern boundary of the Ypres Salient, Officers and
men from Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry took part in the first ever trench
raid.
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry had been founded, and
financed, by industrialist Andrew
Hamilton Gault, born in England into a
wealthy Montreal family. In August
1914 he travelled to Ottawa with a
proposal to raise and equip a small
mounted corps, at his personal expense,
to be placed at the disposal of the
Imperial
authorities.
LieutenantColonel Francis Farquhar, Military
Secretary to Prince Arthur of
Connaught (son of Queen Victoria and
current Governor-General of Canada)
gave this idea his support, suggesting
recruitment be limited to men who had
seen previous service in South Africa or
around the Empire. Farquhar himself
would command the Regiment, with
Gault as his senior Major. The fledgling
now needed a name and Farquhar
approached
Prince
Arthur
for
permission to associate his daughter,
Princess Patricia, with the enterprise,
the Regiment being named “Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry”.

Hamilton Gault

Permission was granted and Gault’s offer was accepted by the Canadian Government.
Gault provided the sum of $100,000 towards the expense and recruiting began. By midAugust the Regiment stood 1098 strong, 1049 of whom had previous service and held
771 decorations between them. On 23rd August, Princess Patricia presented a Colour to
the Regiment, designed and worked by her own hands. On it the initials “V P” (Victoria
Patricia) in gold were intertwined upon a blue centre circle against a crimson
background. The staff was cut from a tree in the grounds of Government House. She
had also personally designed the cap badge, with its centre a stylised “Marguerite” (a
daisy-like member of the chrysanthemum family) in honour of Gault’s wife, who bore
the same name. The cap badge and a portrait of Princess Patricia feature on our cover
this month.

By Christmas, the Regiment were in France and by mid-January arrived at St Eloi for
their first tour of front line duty. The most prominent feature at St Eloi was a slag heap
some 20 feet high and 70 feet long, imaginatively known as “The Mound” which, though
fiercely contested, remained in British hands albeit perilously close to the German lines.
Attempts to capture it were inevitable and it was in response to a successful German
attack against their lines that permission for the aforementioned “trench raid” was
granted. Just under 100 men were to take part and Lieutenant Talbot Papineau, in
charge of the bombing party, would later describe the night as follows:

Talbot Papineau

I was pretty scared. My stomach seemed
hollow. I called to my men and we fell
into line and began creeping forward flat
on our bellies. I had a bomb ready in my
hand. We lay for a moment exposed and
then suddenly we were all up and rushing
forward. My legs caught in barbed wire,
but I stumbled on somehow. I set my fuse
and hurled my bomb ahead of me. From
that moment, all hell broke loose. I never
thought there could be such noise. I had
my revolver out. A German was
silhouetted and I saw the flash of his
rifle. I dropped to my knees and fired
point blank. He disappeared. Presently we
were told to evacuate the trench. I passed
the order, then climbed out and made a
run for our own line. Another man and I
went over head first. The man that came
after me was shot through the lungs. The
next man got it in the stomach. They fell
on top of me in the mud. I could not
budge. I was finally pulled out of the
mud.

In practical terms the raid achieved little except for incurring 20 casualties, including
Gault, who was shot in the wrist whilst rescuing a wounded soldier. It did, however,
have a positive effect on morale and the press were full of praise. For their exploits,
Gault was awarded a D.S.O. and Papineau an M.C. The Patricia’s would leave the St
Eloi area on the night of 20th March 1915, by which time the Germans had captured
“The Mound”. Gault and Papineau continued to serve. Gault was so severely wounded
during the Battle of Sanctuary Wood in June 1916 that his left leg required amputation,
bringing his active service to a close. Papineau, regarded by many as a future Premier
of Canada, was seconded to Canadian Corps Headquarters in 1916, only to return to
the field in June 1917. Promoted to the rank of Major, on 30th October 1917 he led the
Patricia’s in the assault of Meetcheele Ridge as part of the Battle for Passchendaele.
Observing the German artillery he and his men faced just before their advance began,
he commented to a fellow Officer, Hughie, this is suicide. Minutes later, a direct hit from
an enemy shell proved him tragically correct . . .
D.S.H.

PARISH NOTICES

BRANCH MEETINGS
The Elms Social & Service
Club, Bushloe End,
WIGSTON, Leicestershire,
LE18 2BA
7.30 p.m.

Your Committee Members
are:
Dr John Sutton
(Chairman)
Michael Woods
(Vice Chairman)
David Humberston
(Secretary)
Valerie Jacques
(Newsletter Editor & Librarian)
Paul Warry
(Treasurer)
Angela Hall
(Events Co-ordinator)
Brian Smith
(Rutland)
Denis Kenyon
(War Memorials)
Chris Stephens
(War Memorials)
Roy Birch
(Education)
Our Branch Website Address is:
www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.
com

23rd February 2015
Guest Speaker:
Fraser Skirrow
-

“Fighting Spirit – Patrolling and
Raiding with the West Yorks,
1917-18”

30th March 2015
Guest Speaker(s)
&
Subject(s)
To be confirmed

27th April 2015
Guest Speaker:
Phil Tomaselli
-

“MI5 and the struggle against
German espionage”

18th May 2015
Guest Speaker:
Andy Lonergan
-

“21st Division, 1914-1918 –
A Divisional History”

THE BRANCH LIBRARY

If you would particularly like to have
any of these books for your own collection then do let me know and I will be
happy to bring it/them along to the next
meeting that you are able to attend.
Valerie Jacques

EVENTS APPEAL

Following last months’ announcement
re the future of the Branch Library, I
am pleased to report that around a
quarter of the books have already found
good billets amongst yourselves. There
remains, however, many more awaiting
release from their underground bunker
(aka several cardboard boxes!) All are
in excellent/very good condition and I
ask you to please, again, take a few moments to scan down the list in the hope
that at least one of the titles will take
your fancy. I will bring a selection to the
next meeting on the 23rd for any of you
to help yourselves during the evening
and a few will continue to form part of
the Raffle Prizes.

As it has been decided not to continue
with the Branch Library I have now
taken on the role of Events Coordinator. This will involve searching
out details of relevant events which the
branch could become involved and also
promote the WFA. I will also be looking
out for any events or details of interesting meetings/exhibitions etc so I can add
these to the branch website in case they
are of interest to members. If any of you
are aware of such future events please
let me have details. Members may become aware of these and I can spread
the word and help to promote them. I
am usually at branch meetings so come
and find me! Or I can be contacted by
email at horse.rider001@btinternet.com
Angela Hall

An up-to-date list of the remaining
books will be sent as a monthly attachment to your Tiger and a hard copy
available to view at each meeting. For
ease of reference they have been split
into four tables:






Table 1 - An alphabetical list of titles
and authors
Table 2 - An alphabetical list of
authors and titles
Table 3 - An alphabetical list of
Osprey titles split into their various
“series”
Table 4 - An alphabetical list of
several Second World War books
and “others”

COMMITTEE MEETING
MINUTES
All members are reminded that copies
of the Minutes of the Quarterly Branch
Committee Meetings are available upon
request from the Branch Secretary, David Humberston. Please speak to David
at the Branch Meetings or contact him
by e-mail at foft@live.co.uk with your
requirements.

KATE ELIZABETH HAYWOOD
By Peter Spooner
( Note: This is an updated version of an article first featured in our April 2013 issue.)

Kate, although I am sure that I would
have addressed her as Miss Haywood,
was born in Ibstock Leicestershire in
1881. The daughter of William and

Elizabeth Haywood and sister to Lilian
and Frances, the family lived in Main
Street Ibstock. By April 1891 the family
had moved to Church End Ibstock and
had been joined Margaret and Mary. In
March 1901 Kate's parents, together
with Lilian and Mary, were living at
Hangingstone Farm Woodhouse Eaves,
with Margaret a Pupil Teacher living in
Ibstock. Kate and Frances had left
home and moved to Devon where they
were on the staff of the Devon County
School, now West Buckland School,
located near Barnstaple. Frances was an
Assistant Matron and Kate a Household
Servant and, whilst Frances was the
Undermatron at the school in 1911, Kate
had moved on. Later in 1901 Kate
started training as a nurse at Stroud
General Hospital and, by August 1914,
she was on the staff of the West Ham
and
Eastern
General
Hospital,
Stratford, London.

Prior to the outbreak of the war military nurses were members of the Queen
Alexandra's Imperial Military Nursing Service supported, when necessary, by members
of the Q.A.I.M.N.S. Reserve. However, it had been recognised that these would not have
provided sufficient nurses in the event of a war so, as a result, the Civil Hospital Reserve
was formed. The C.H.R. consisted of nurses who indicated a willingness to mobilize on
the outbreak of hostilities and, on the 11th August 1914, Kate volunteered to serve for a
minimum period of twelve months as a nurse at home or abroad to His Majesty’s
Forces.
The first nurses to travel to France sailed on the 12th August 1914, Kate followed four
days later. She was one of 42 nurses who were members of the staff for a hospital and
they travelled to Southampton by train. On arrival at Southampton the party was
divided in two, one half travelled on a passenger ship, Kate's half travelled on a nonpassenger ship, with three cabins each containing three bunks. The ship’s officers gave
their cabins to the nurses and those without a bed had to make do with seats in the
saloon.
Upon arrival in Le Havre the nurses disembarked and waited for a week, this was along

with staff of six other hospitals. Some of the nurses were called upon to assist at a
hospital outside the town, probably No. 1 or No. 2 General Hospital. Life was not to be
settled as, four days later, they were ordered to urgently pack up and be ready to return
to the coast. After a wait of nine hours, transport arrived to take them to the coast,
where they boarded the R.M.S. Asturais, which was being converted into a Hospital
Ship. The speed of the journey back to the coast was matched by the speed in setting
sail, as it was not until the following evening that the ship with two hundred and fifty
nurses on board set sail. One of the ship’s officers said that, as they were sailing under
the Red Cross, they would be safe. This did not turn out to be totally true as, on the 21 st
March 1917, the ship was to be torpedoed, with one nurse being among the 35 crew who
died. Several hospital ships sunk during the war, one being a sister ship to the R. M. S.
Titanic and at least 60 nurses died as a result of these sinkings.
Having sailed along the coast for two days the ship landed at an unknown port on the
French coast. Here Kate and a party of nurses boarded a train for a journey of four
hours, during which they covered fourteen miles. On arrival at their destination Kate
found four hundred other nurses waiting to be deployed with their hospitals. Delays
continued and it was not until a month after departing Southampton that Kate joined
No. 8 General Hospital in Rouen.

Kate served in France and Belgium
until January 1919, being on the staff of
the Nurses Hospital Abbeville, the

Belgian Military Hospital Boulogne and
General Hospitals 6, 8 and 83,
Stationary Hospitals 2, 7, 10 and 41 and
Casualty Clearing Stations 15, 18, 48
and 50. As a result of her war service
Kate was awarded the 1914 Star, British
War Medal, Victory Medal, the Royal
Red Cross (2nd Class), which was
presented by H.M. King George V at
Buckingham Palace on the 27th
February 1920 and was Mentioned in
Dispatches in 1917. In addition, she was
awarded the Belgian Medaille de la
Reine Elisabeth (Queen Elizabeth
Medal – shown left).

Upon her demobilisation Kate resumed her nursing career, initially returning to the
hospital she had left in 1914, which by then had been renamed the Queen Mary’s
Hospital for the East End. Kate went on to become a Hospital Matron and, in 1925, was
called to give evidence before a House of Common Select Committee on the Rules of the
General Nursing Council. Following retirement Kate settled in Syston no doubt because,
by 1917, her parents were living there. Along with her parents and sisters, Kate is
buried in Syston Cemetery.
In 1917 Kate's sister Mary had married Private David Ward Darling, who was serving
in France with the Royal Army Medical Corps. David Darling had been awarded the
Distinguished Conduct Medal in 1916 for rescuing wounded soldiers under heavy shell
fire. Unfortunately, although David survived the war, he died in France from flu after
the Armistice in November 1918.

CENTENARY CALENDAR

FEBRUARY 1915
4th - Germany begins submarine war-

17th - First underground mine fired on

fare against merchant shipping
7th - 21st- Battle of the Masurian Lakes:
Russia suffers heavy losses
13th - First mention by the British of the
term “Shell Shock”
15th - The Singapore Mutiny began,
with disaffected Indian troops rioting

the Western Front
19th - First Naval Bombardment of the
Dardanelles Forts
21st – Russian success in Galicia
28th – British blockade of coast of German East Africa commences

MARCH 1915
1st - Britain blockades Germany
2nd - Prisoner of War exchange announced

10th/13th – Battle of Neuve Chappelle –
little advance made at a cost of around
13,000 casualties on each side
14th – Chile: German Cruiser SMS
Dresden sunk by the Royal Navy.
18th – Dardanelles: Minefields claim six
British battleships

20th – France: Champagne offensive
called off.
22nd - Dardanelles: Naval attack called
off. Paris: German Zeppelin attacks
railway stations. Poland: Russians take
Premsyl after a siege lasting 194 days
28th – USA: Leon Thrasher dies as a
result of German U-Boat actions. The
“Thrasher Incident” tests US intent to
remain neutral

APRIL 1915
5th

- Meuse-Argonne: French launch

23rd – Aegean Sea: Rupert Brooke, War

attack against German held St Mihiel
Salient.
17th – Ypres: The Battle of Hill 60
begins.
22nd - The Second Battle of Ypres
begins with the First use of Poisoned
Gas on the Western Front.

Poet, dies of septicaemia off Skyros.
24th – Ypres: The Battle of St Julien
begins.
25th – Gallipoli: The Allied Landings
take place.
26th – Flanders: The First Aviaton V.C.
action takes place over Coutrai.

(to be continued)

ON THE NOTICEBOARD

“TOGETHER WE WON THE WAR”
THE RACE EQUALITY CENTRE
are currently holding an exhibition to commemorate the part played by Asian, African
and Caribbean troops in the Great War
at

The Ground Floor of the Mizzen & Jubilee Buildings,
Phoenix Yard,
5-9, Upper Brown Street,
LEICESTER.
LE1 5TE

AT RISK WAR MEMORIALS

An At Risk War Memorials Project Open Day
for viewing the Memorials has been arranged for:

SATURDAY 28th MARCH 2015
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m
Further information is available from Project Director, Denis Kenyon, who can be
contacted on denis.kenyon@hotmail.co.uk.

Would you like to work with us on an exciting project researching the experiences of
those on the Home Front in Leicester during the First World War?
We will be researching how the Leicester Mercury and other newspapers of the time
reported on the war, including their coverage of the Leicestershire Regiment, and the
reportage of wounded soldiers’ return from the battlefields.
We will be transcribing recordings from East Midlands Oral History Archive of firsthand accounts of the experiences of Leicester men and women during the war. We will
also be researching photographs of Leicester during the war.
This is the second part of a Heritage Lottery Funded project. The first focused on the
Early Days on Leicester’s Home Front in the 1st World War, covering August – December 1914. Our findings are available on www.Leicester.gov.uk/Story of Leicester/city heritage/First World War - The Early Days
August to December 1914.
Click on the PDF version. Copies are also available at New Walk Museum shop.
On this project we will be looking at Leicester from 1915 to the early 1920’s – we want
to include the post war experiences of both men and women.
You don’t need any previous experience of research – just enthusiasm.
You are welcome to be involved as much or as little as you like, from a couple of hours
to a more long term commitment – it’s up to you.
Please contact Sue Mackrell and David McCormack on 01455 631230
or email suedavidmac@hotmail.co.uk

TIME OFF AND AWAY FROM THE TRENCHES
(continued)
by Roy-Anthony Birch

Albert Sammons on a Tank,
Trafalgar Square 1916

In my previous instalment, I wrote of
those on leave at the turn of 1914-15
craving escapism in the cinema or music-hall, either in Leicester, or in the allure of the Capital’s laissez-faire West
End. While entertainments offered in
the provinces could seldom rival those
on tap in London, there was more to be
had in Leicester than might sometimes
be supposed. Local theatres, for example, staged a variety of “turns” in January 1915, from the all-singing and dancing “Chatham – The Belgian Boy Musician” and the “Four Vagabonds”, to Mr
G.H. Elliott, billed, with unapologetic
candour, as “The Favourite Chocolatecoloured Coon”.

Offerings at local cinemas excited, perhaps, a still broader range of emotions, with
Harbour Lights, - “The Great Naval Production” showing at The Floral Hall Picture
Theatre in Leicester’s Haymarket, and doubtless intended to stiffen our resolve. (The
screening of this film may have been particularly timely, coming in the wake of the loss
of the battleship H.M.S. Formidable, with hundreds of lives, on 1st January 1915; all
within sight of the Devon coast). Later in the week beginning 4th January came Gipsy
Love – “a charming love romance in two parts” and When Death Rode The Engine “one
of the most sensational productions of recent times”. Not to be outdone, The Picture
House in Granby Street, (adjacent to today’s NatWest Bank), gave The Bond of Love, –
“combining human interest and comedy”, according to the blurb.
A series of “grand organ recitals” featured among Leicester’s musical offerings
throughout January and February 1915. C.W. Perkins Esq., Professor of Organ at The
Royal Academy of Music and resident organist of Birmingham Town Hall, was soloist
on the newly-dedicated Taylor organ at The De Montfort Hall on January 3rd at 8.30:
admission 1d 3d & 6d. Yet little could compare with what could be heard in concerts in
London. How moving it is now, for example, to envisage war-weary troops – and there
must have been many, being drawn to The Royal Albert Hall on Sunday January 17 th to
hear the renowned Albert Sammons as soloist in Elgar’s Violin Concerto, conducted by
Landon Ronald in the presence of his great friend, Elgar himself. Could there be a
greater restorative, musically speaking, even today? This concerto was the centerpiece
of a “Grand British Concert” which opened with Landon’s A Birthday Overture and was
brought to a close as Edward German took to the rostrum to direct two movements
from his suite The Seasons. (Best remembered now for his light opera Merrie England,
Edward German made a setting of Kipling’s poem Have You News of My Boy Jack?
shortly after John Kipling’s death at Loos later that year).

London was indeed the crucible of arts and entertainment in all their guises and it was
business as usual in theatre-land in January 1915. With the pantomime season in full
swing, favourites such as Aladdin and Jack and The Beanstalk were in production at The
London Opera House and The Lyceum Theatre respectively. But variety theatres or
music-halls were amongst the strongest crowd-pullers, depending on the fare. Devotees
might relish the bawdiness of Marie Lloyd’s A Little of What You Fancy and similar ditties, or marvel at the inimitable Vesta Tilley, who earned literally hundreds of pounds a
week as the doyen of male impersonators pre-1914. Seen to be equally relaxed in patriotic gown, she became indispensable to the recruiting drive as the war progressed, with
her brisk no-nonsense rendition of Oh We Don’t Want to Lose You, But We Think . . ”
etc., or in the placing of a bidding hand on the shoulders of potential Tommies.
Neither were the men to be upstaged in music-hall variety. Artistes such as “Little
Titch” – all 4ft 6ins of him, and the songster Albert Chevalier, with My Dear Old Dutch,
might still be called to mind, while the versatile George Robey was a perennial boxoffice favourite. Affectionately dubbed “The Prime Minister of Mirth”, Robey is now
best remembered for duetting with Violet Loraine in If You Were The Only Girl In The
World and I Was The Only Boy, something of a show-stopper in 1916, and taken from
The Bing Boys Are Here, itself a theatrical triumph. Speaking in a BBC radio broadcast
in 1956, Charles Edmund Carrington recalled taking the song back to the trenches “on
a record for the company gramophone”, following home leave in London in October
1916. He had joined the military as a 17-year-old in 1914 and was serving as a subaltern with 1/5th Bn. The Royal Warwickshire Regiment on the Somme during those 10
days off in Blighty.
Mr Carrington (right) was far from
alone in wanting to retain or recapture
something of the world of make-believe
as he returned to France, bracing himself against another wartime winter. Such was the popularity of If You
Were The Only Girl . . . that it seems to
have been carried on the tide, as it were,
as a fillip to the troops. Speaking in the
same radio broadcast, another veteran,
Mr Laidman Browne, remembered the
men marching to the tune; subtly slackening the tempo ’til the C.S.M. caught
on!
As we too prepare to return to the trenches, there is another figure without whom even
the briefest survey of entertainment of the era would be incomplete. This is Sir Harry
Lauder, as he later became; the self-styled “Laird of Dunoon” and one of the world’s
first truly international superstars. Lauder promoted himself as the quintessential
Scotsman, famed for songs such as Stop Your Ticklin’ Jock and A Wee Doech-anDoris. But it is the genesis of another of his songs that holds perhaps the greatest interest for those who study the 1914-18 War, and leads, in turn, to a mystery that remains
unsolved: fertile territory for my next “Tiger” article.

CONTACT US…
We thank once again to those readers who contacted us following the production of
previous issues of The Tiger. Your comments are valued and welcomed and we are
always open to suggestions as to what you, our readers, would like to see
included/excluded.
Anyone wishing to submit material is more than welcome to contact us by e-mail at:foft@live.co.uk
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are accepted in good faith and every effort is
always made to ensure accuracy of the information given. It should be noted however
that the opinions expressed by the contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor,
her associates or the Western Front Association. The Editor reserves the right to amend,
condense or edit any article submitted although the full version will be available, via email, upon request.

“We very much value your continued support”
Valerie Jacques (Newsletter Editor)
David Humberston (Branch Secretary)

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE.

***

Hamilton Gault and Princess Patricia inspect men of
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry

