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	This month...
Engagement - councils and other public sector organisations
There are now 20 councils uploading notices to tellmescotland; North Lanarkshire and Midlothian are the latest to join the portal. East Lothian Council is now uploading all Public Information Notices. In terms of geographic spread, PINs is delivering to Scotland without council boundaries, as councils from Shetland to Scottish Borders are uploading notices to our citizens.
All 32 councils are engaged. Fife, East Dunbartonshire and West Lothian Councils are all planning to start uploading their notices in August 2012. Renfrewshire Council is to go live in September 2012. Highland Council is planning to go live with Planning notices shortly, then will move onto Licensing, Traffic and General notices in a step-by-step process.
A wiki has been produced on the Knowledge Hub outlining the latest status of all 32 councils. Steering Group members have been asked to visit this wiki to ensure the information is accurate, or to update where necessary.
The engagement of wider public sector organisations continues and 10 organisations are now live; the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Strategic Planning Development Authority is the latest to go live. Newest members of the PINs Steering Group include colleagues from Historic Scotland and Consumer Focus Scotland.
	Reduction in advertising costs
There are only two councils which have not received the Reduction in Advertising Costs training. The majority of councils are making savings in the region of 5% to 20%, and in some cases, up to 33%.
Business case for legislation change
The legislative change business case has now been produced and it currently sitting with COSLA before it is presented to Scottish Ministers. Timescales are still to be confirmed, however, it is hoped that we willbe in a position to present to Ministers by end August 2012. The business case will be shared with the Steering Group as soon as it has been approved by the Scottish Government.
PINs Steering Group meeting
The PINs Steering Group meeting was held on 2 July at Glasgow City Chambers. Items covered included highlights from the Executive Report and updates on legislative change, reduction in advertising costs, Direct Scot and the open data proof of concept. Presentation slides, papers and the minute of the meeting can be found on the Knowledge Hub. The next meeting is being planned for 2 October 2012 at Old Viewforth in Stirling, with lunch included.
Direct Scot
The vision of the portal is to have a single, localised view of public services, built around the citizen, who can engage with local authorities and other organisations. The consultation held last year confirmed that 87% of respondents were in favour of having such a portal. The Improvement Service is currently working with Direct Scot on taking forward the next phase. Direct Scot will have a responsive design, meaning it will be accessed by many devices and will recognise and respond to the size of the screen. Analysis of the consultation can now be found on the Scottish Government's website. The next draft of the Digital Public Services Strategy is due end July 2012. A local Governance Model for the public sector and an Implementation Road Map will then be developed.
Contact the PINs Project Team
Contact the team if you have any issues or queries:

- Tom McHugh, 07766 443459
- Tina McLelland, 07795 520715
- Joanna Anderson, 01506 775575 (Thurs/Fri only)
- Alexandra Ostroumoff-Croucher, 07879 435756
- helpdesk@ni-scotland.net (Please note the new Helpdesk email address) 
 

	Other news
Phase 2 and further developments
1. The WDM integration work continues to progress, led by East Lothian Council.
1. Proposals for alternative mapping approaches for tellmescotland are being discussed with Forth Valley GIS and Spider Online.
1. Just a reminder that councils are now up and running with the Northgate liquor licensing enhancement. This is now available to all councils for self-installation on their GLAMIS Liquor system (versions 1.6 and 1.7 only, please contact Northgate directly for customised versions). After the self-installation you may need to contact the PINs Project Team before asuccessful upload. The civic/miscellaneous enhancement is still under development.
1. Aberdeen City Council continues to test the Generic XML interface with vigour and a target for sharing information on how councils can enable this is September.
1. Work continues to progress on the open data proof of concept with Spider Online and Scottish Government. Currently, discussions are ongoing on moving the pilot forward so it is hosted within the Scottish National Infrastructure and fits within the Scottish Government's Digital Scotland plans.
Promotion of PINs
We have recently received promotion plans, as well as implementation plans, from all councils. For those of you that have not already done so, can you please respond with an update for your council. The PINs Project Team is happy to support each council and other organisations in their promotion of PINs. Marketing materials includng posters, bookmarks, stickers and business cards, are available from us at your request. Electronic logos, buttons and banners are available on the Knowledge Hub. The PINs Communication Strategy and Action Plan and examples of PINS best practice promotion are also available on the Knowledge Hub.
Particular promotional highlights from this month include the distribution of tellme posters to Falkirk's libraries and sports centres and, with the help of NHS Forth Valley, to GP practices throughout Falkirk, Stirling and Clackmannanshire. Material has been distributed to Glasgow Life Libraries/Learning and Leisure facilities. There has been communication with all 32 Community Council Liaison Officers, many of whom have passed on information and directed community councils to tellmescotland. Direct feedback obtained from community councils has been positive and many are helping to promote tellme with direct links from their own websites and by displaying our marketing material.
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