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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Residential development is proposed on land off Racecourse Lane, East Ayton, North Yorkshire. The
development proposal is for the construction of residential units, access roads and a balancing pond
taking access off Racecourse Road. Prospect Archaeology Ltd was commissioned by KCS Development
Ltd to prepare a Heritage Assessment to accompany the planning application.
This report has been prepared to consider the archaeological and historical implications of the
proposed development in support of the planning application. A map regression exercise and
documentary search have provided background information about the history of the site. In addition
a site visit was made to assess existing ground conditions and archaeological potential.
Thirteen designated assets have been identified within the study area. These include the scheduled
site of the medieval Ayton Castle (including a grade I listed tower) and a number of scheduled
prehistoric barrows, the listed medieval church and several other domestic listed buildings and the
village pound within the historic core of the village, many of which are included within the East and
West Ayton Conservation Area.
A further 28 undesignated assets have been identified, some of which relate to the designated
prehistoric barrows mentioned above. Others relate to cropmarks of enclosures and ring ditches, Iron
Age and Roman occupation, earthworks and former earthworks of ridge and furrow, a medieval coin
and a post-medieval milepost, as well as the historic settlement of East and West Ayton and their
buildings. There are no known assets within the site.
The proposed development will not have a significant effect on any designated assets. Due to the
presence of scheduled barrows, known cropmarks and areas of later prehistoric and Roman activity
in proximity to the site there is a moderate potential for regionally significant remains of the
prehistoric through to the Roman period to survive within the site.
A geophysical survey has been undertaken, identifying no features of certain archaeological
provenance. One ditch-like anomaly entering the site from the north but terminating after a short
distance may have archaeological origins. An evaluation excavation is likely to be required and could
be secured through a condition on any planning permission granted. Should this evaluation reveal the
presence of significant archaeological activity further archaeological mitigation works will be required.
This is in line with National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) guidelines.
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1.0

INTRODUCTION

1.1.1

Prospect Archaeology Ltd has been appointed by KCS Development Ltd to prepare a heritage
assessment to assess the cultural heritage impact for a proposed residential development
on land north of Racecourse Road, East Ayton, North Yorkshire. This report considers the
known and suspected built heritage and archaeological remains lying within and adjacent to
the proposed development.

2.0

SITE DESCRIPTION

2.1.1

The site consists of two fields forming a rough L shape. The long eastern field is under crop
and is part of a larger field encircling the site to the north. The western field is bounded by
overgrown hedges and is mostly rough pasture. To the west the site is bordered by recent
housing estates, to the north and east by hedges and arable fields and to the south by
Racecourse Road.

3.0

GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

3.1.1

The villages of West and East Ayton lie either side to the River Derwent which exits through
the Tabular Hills here to flow into the vale below. On the opposite side of the vale is the
northern edge of the Yorkshire Wolds. The site is situated on the limestone and ooidal rocks
of the undifferentiated Malton oolite and Coral Rag Members, overlain by sand and gravel
of uncertain age or origin (bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain). The land is gently undulating, rising
from c. 55m OD at the southern extent to c. 70m OD to the north.

4.0

STATUTORY AND PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT

4.1

National Policy

4.1.1

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published on 27 March 2012, coming
into immediate effect and replacing all previous Planning Policy Guidance notes (PPGs) and
Planning Policy Statements (PPSs). Set out below is a summary of the relevant NPPF guidance
in Section 12 ‘Conserving and enhancing the historic environment’ as it relates to
archaeology only.

4.1.2

Section 12 provides guidance on the treatment of archaeological remains within the
planning process. Whilst it is recognised that important remains should be retained, the
benefits of development may be considered to outweigh the benefit of retention, especially
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where remains of less than national importance are concerned. Early consideration of the
potential for ‘heritage assets’ is advised.
4.1.3

Paragraph 128 states: In determining applications, local planning authorities should require
an applicant to describe the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any
contribution made by their setting. ......... As a minimum the relevant historic environment
record should have been consulted and the heritage assets assessed using appropriate
expertise where necessary. Where a site on which development is proposed includes or has
the potential to include heritage assets with archaeological interest, local planning
authorities should require developers to submit an appropriate desk-based assessment and,
where necessary, a field evaluation.

4.1.4

•

In determining planning applications, local planning authorities should take account of:

•

the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets and putting them
to viable uses consistent with their conservation;

•

the positive contribution that conservation of heritage assets can make to sustainable
communities including their economic vitality; and

•

the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local character and
distinctiveness.

Where a proposed development will lead to substantial harm to or total loss of significance
of a designated heritage asset, local planning authorities should refuse consent, unless it can
be demonstrated that the substantial harm or loss is necessary to achieve substantial public
benefits that outweigh that harm or loss, or all of the following apply:

4.1.5

•

the nature of the heritage asset prevents all reasonable uses of the site; and

•

no viable use of the heritage asset itself can be found in the medium term through appropriate
marketing that will enable its conservation; and

•

conservation by grant-funding or some form of charitable or public ownership is demonstrably
not possible; and

•

the harm or loss is outweighed by the benefit of bringing the site back into use.

Local planning authorities should make information about the significance of the historic
environment gathered as part of plan-making or development management publicly
accessible. They should also require developers to record and advance understanding of the
significance of any heritage assets to be lost (wholly or in part) in a manner proportionate to
their importance and the impact, and to make this evidence (and any archive generated)
publicly accessible.
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4.2

Other National Policy and Guidance

4.2.1

The National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) was published by the Department for
Communities and Local Government in March 2014 and provides guidance for planners and
communities which will help deliver high quality development and sustainable growth in
England. In terms of heritage, guidance entitled ‘Conserving and enhancing the historic
environment’ sets out information with respect to the following:
•

the recognition of the appropriate conservation of heritage assets forming one of the ‘Core

Planning Principles’ that underpin the planning system;
•

what the main legislative framework for planning and the historic environment is (Planning

(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990; Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas
Act 1979; and Protection of Wrecks Act 1973);
•

a definition of ‘significance’;

•

why significance is important in decision-taking;

•

the considerations of designated and non-designated assets;

•

the identification of non-designated heritage assets; and

•

the considerations for when applications for planning permission are required to consult or

notify English Heritage.

4.3

Local Policy Guidance

4.3.1

The Scarborough Borough Council Plan 1999 has two relevant policies relating to Heritage.
These are as follows:

Policy E27
The Protection of Significant Views
Subject to compliance with other plan policies development will be permitted provided that
views of and from the area's important landscape and townscape features will not be
adversely affected. Special scrutiny will be applied to proposals affecting views of and from
the North York Moors fringe, the Wolds, the coastal zone, Oliver’s mount and the designated
conservation areas.

Policy E28
Archaeology
There is a presumption in favour of the physical preservation of nationally important
archaeological remains, whether or not scheduled. Developments that would damage the
site; detract from its archaeological quality and importance; adversely affect its setting; or,
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prejudice its future investigation will not be permitted. In addition to the sites identified on
the proposals map, this policy also relates to any other sites which are subsequently deemed
to be of national importance.

Where research indicates that archaeological remains may exist within a site, applicants will
be required to submit an archaeological field evaluation to assist the determination of a
planning application.

Development affecting other sites of archaeological interest will only be permitted subject
to conditions requiring:
i.

an archaeological investigation, paid for by the developer, prior to the development

commencing; and/ or
ii.

the siting and design of new buildings and foundations to enable the preservation in

situ of any remains.

5.0

ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY AND SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA

5.1

Buried Heritage

5.1.1

The buried heritage (archaeology) has been considered through desk-based assessment and
a site visit. A full list of referenced sources is provided and references are given. Staff at the
North Yorkshire Historic Environment Record gave advice and information about known
archaeological sites of interest in the vicinity of the study area, and where relevant, these
were further investigated. Relevant primary and secondary sources held in the North
Yorkshire Records Office have been consulted. Additional sources consulted included:
▪

information available on a variety of internet sites including, The National Archives
(http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/)

and

the

Archaeology

Data

Service

(http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/); the Heritage Gateway (www.heritagegateway.org.uk); and
data from Pastscape (www.pastscape.org.uk). A full list of sites accessed can be found
in the Bibliography section;

5.1.2

▪

cartographic sources held by the Ordnance Survey and Promap (www.promap.co.uk);

▪

A site visit was undertaken by Nansi Rosenberg on 08/06/2017.

The historical development of the site has been established through reference to these
sources and is described in the Baseline Conditions section of this report. This has been used
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to identify areas of potential archaeological interest. Each area of archaeological potential
has been assessed for its archaeological significance in geographical terms, although it
should be noted that despite the national policy guidance’s reliance on geographical
significance, there is no statutory definition for these classifications :
▪

International – cultural properties in the World Heritage List, as defined in the operational
guidelines for the implementation of the World Heritage Convention;

▪

National – sites or monuments of sufficient archaeological/historical merit to be designated
as Scheduled Ancient Monuments. Other sites or monuments may also be considered of
national importance but not appropriate for scheduling due to current use(s) or because
they have not yet been fully assessed;

▪

Regional – sites and monuments of archaeological or historical merit that are well preserved
or good examples of regional types or that have an increased value due to their group
associations, regional rarity or historical associations.

▪

Local – sites and monuments of archaeological or historical interest but that are truncated
or isolated from their original context and are of limited use in furthering archaeological or
historical knowledge.

•

Negligible – areas of extremely limited or no archaeological or historic interest. These
commonly include areas of major modern disturbance such as quarries, deep basements etc.

5.1.3

The concluding chapter of this document summarises the findings, and provides an opinion
on the potential for archaeological remains to be identified, the likely importance of such
remains should they exist and the likely impact of the proposed development.
Recommendations for further work are provided.

5.2

Built Heritage

5.2.1

Built heritage includes listed buildings, conservation areas, registered parks and gardens,
and scheduled monuments. It also includes non-listed buildings of local architectural or
historic interest which are included in the Historic Environment Record. All statutorily
protected built heritage assets are of national importance.

5.2.2

The historic built environment is assessed in accordance with the procedures set out in
Historic England Advice Notes. Of particular significance in this report is The Setting of
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Heritage Assets, Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning: 3 (Historic England
2015). Within this document a staged approach is proposed:
Step 1: identify which heritage assets and their settings are affected
Step 2: assess whether, how and to what degree these settings make a contribution to
the significance of the heritage asset
Step 3: assess the effects of the proposed development, whether beneficial or harmful,
on that significance
Step 4: explore the way to maximise enhancement and avoid or minimise harm
Step 5: make and document the decision and monitor outcomes

6.0

BASELINE CONDITIONS

6.1.1

The assessment of existing conditions has been based on a ‘study area’ extending 1km from
the boundary of the proposed development. This enables the significance of existing and
potential archaeological features to be considered in their local, regional and national
contexts.

6.1.2

The source of the monuments (Figure 2; Tables 1 and 2) noted in the following text are from
the North Yorkshire Historic Environment Record (HER), the National Record of the Historic
Environment (NRHE) and the National Heritage List for England (NHL) and have the prefixes
HER, NRHE or NHL. Known and suspected archaeological remains are summarised and
discussed in the following sections.

6.2

Designated Heritage Assets

Step 1: Identification
6.2.1
There 13 designations within the study area. Four of these are Scheduled Monuments:
Ayton Castle (NHL1015410) is the site of a medieval manorial centre and fortified house and
includes earthworks and standing buildings (the standing remains of the tower being grade
I listed) c.850m west of the site; a group of prehistoric earthwork barrows (NHL1008128,
NHL1008129 & NHL1008130) between c.375m and 675m north of the site.
6.2.2

There are a further eight listed buildings within the East and West Ayton Conservation Area,
which extends from the historic core of the settlement to within c.560m west of the site and
encompasses the historic cores of the villages and their characteristic sandstone and
limestone buildings. The grade II* listed Church of St. John the Baptist (NHL1167755) is
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c.900m west of the site and originated in the 12th century. It has a 13th century chancel and
15th and 18th century additions and repairs. Adjacent, and to the west, is a late 18th century
grade II cottage at 43 Main Street (NHL1148140) and across the street is Church Farmhouse
(NHL1296730), a grade II listed house of late 18th century date.
6.2.3

Also probably dating from the 18th century, 50m to the south is the village pound
(NHL1316470), a square enclosure of rough limestone rubble, rebuilt in c.1980. Another 50m
west along Main Street is Old Weaver’s Cottage (NHL1148139), listed grade II. This is an early
18th century house in coursed limestone with some 20th century alterations.

6.2.4

To the northwest are 8 & 10 Castlegate, a pair of grade II listed houses of the late 18th century
and adjacent is No.12 (NHL1296767), a grade II listed house of late 17th century date. Further
up Castlegate is another late 18th century house at No. 34 (NHL1316471), also grade II.

Table 1 Designated Heritage Assets within 1km of the site
NHL No

Name / description

Grade

1008128

Bowl Barrow 700m north of Belton Farm

SM

1008129

Bowl Barrow 920m north of Belton Farm

SM

1008130

Bowl Barrow 950m north of Belton Farm

SM

1015410

Ayton Castle

SM/I

1148138

8 & 10 Castlegate

II

1148139

Old Weaver’s Cottage

II

1148140

43 Main Street

II

1167755

Church of St. John the Baptist

II*

1296730

Church Farmhouse

II

1316470

Village Pound

II

1316471

34 Castlegate

II

1296767

12 Castlegate

II

East and West Ayton Conservation Area

Step 2: Assessment of contribution of setting
6.2.5
None of the listed buildings are visible from the site, nor is the castle. The prehistoric barrows
(NHL1008128-30) share views with the proposed development and their setting is typical of
such monuments, often found in groups, below the break of slope of the Tabular Hills –
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further such monuments occur to east and west and on the far side of the vale, on the
northern tip of the Wolds. These monuments were meant to be seen from distance and are
associated with perceptions of, and claims to, territory and resources.

6.3

Undesignated Heritage Assets

Prehistoric Period (10,000BC – 43AD)
6.3.1
Five of the six firmly dated prehistoric assets relate to the scheduled barrows north of Betton
Farm. Barrow HER9663 was excavated in 1849 by Lord A. D. Conyngham revealing a rubble
limestone capping to a mound of large stones, possibly surrounded by a kerb (HER9664).
Two separate masses of human bones were found at the centre of the cairn (HER9665)
accompanied by flint arrow/spear heads. A flat stone slab to the west of centre revealed a
further burial beneath with a collection of artefacts, including a whetstone (HER9666).
HER9540 refers to designated asset NHL1008129 and HER 7201 to designated asset
NHL10088128, which are further Bronze Age bowl barrows.
6.3.2

Further possible remains of similar monuments are suggested by the identification of
portions of ring ditches from aerial photographs (HER9568, HER6510) while the larger size
of cropmark NRHE1532382 suggests it to be more likely a different kind of monument, such
as an enclosure.

6.3.3

Remains of Iron Age occupation extending into the Roman period were found south of
Racecourse Road (HER5611) during trial trenching by LS Archaeology in 2016 following
geophysical survey had revealed potential enclosure–like features. The evaluation found the
remains of ditches and pits, likely associated with a palisaded enclosure seen as a cropmark.
Further geophysical survey to the east, included part of this site and confirmed the extent of
the oval enclosure seen in the previous survey along with potential hut circles.

6.3.4

Other undated cropmarks in the study area may also date to this period: just to the west of
the above and perhaps associated with it is HER16471, a possible cropmark enclosure;
rectilinear enclosure NRHE1432977 and its associated ring ditch - possibly a domestic hut
circle - in the northwest quadrant of the study area; and a stretch of cropmark ditch
(NRHE1532377), south of Betton Farm. Just to the east is a further cropmark of an undated
trackway (HER9537).

Roman Period (43AD to 410AD)
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6.3.5

As stated above, asset HER5611 included dating evidence for this period and the cropmarks
mentioned above may also fall within this date. Roman pottery (NRHE65178) was found
during building works in 1966 in the vicinity of Castle Lane.

Early Medieval & Medieval (5th – 16th centuries)
6.3.6
There are no assets of early medieval date recorded in the study area. East Ayton is
mentioned in Domesday Book as Atun or Atune, under the entries for Wiiliam of Percy and
Berengar of Tosny, having been divided between the possessions of four Saxon Lords.
Meadow, woodland and a mill are mentioned. The distinction between East and West is not
made explicit in documentary sources until the late 14th century (HER5613). The name itself
is derived from the Old English elements of ea – meaning a river -and tun – meaning
settlement, although a similar meaning is derived from the Norwegian word Aaby (MAPArch,
2016).
6.3.7

The historic core of the settlement is dominated by the 13th century manorial complex of
Ayton Castle (NHL1015410) and the 12th century Church of St. John the Baptist
(NHL1167755). The castle’s construction is attributed to Sir Ralf Eure in the late 14th century
(MAPArch, 2016). Excavations at the Castle identified phases of the manor extending into
the 15th century and the last recorded resident died in the tower in AD 1679.

6.3.8

Excavations by the Scarborough and District Archaeological Society (SDAS) close to the
church in 1966 identified a medieval building thought to be a barn, alongside a cobbled
trackway (NRHE65192). Medieval pottery has also been recovered along Castle Lane
(NRHE65178). The SDAS also carried out excavations of two kilns, or furnaces, associated
with boiling pans at the site of a small cave mouth on the river and interpreted as the site of
a fulling mill (NRHE65196) mentioned in documentary sources in the 14th century. The
excavation dates ranged from the 13th century into the 17th century, though it is
acknowledged that post-medieval rubbish may have skewed the dating.

6.3.9

The fulling mill is evidence that wool was an important factor in the economy of the two
villages during the 13th and 14th centuries, being exported through Hull (CAA, 2014)

6.3.10

Considerable areas, particularly to the south of Racecourse Road have shown evidence of
ridge and furrow including HER12595 and HER12596, but there are also areas noted to the
north of Ayton Castle.
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Table 2 Undesignated Heritage Assets within 500m of the study area
HER/NRHE
No.

Name / description

Period / date

5610

Cropmark of curved ditch

Undated

5611

Remains of Occupation

Iron Age/Roman

5613

Settlements of East and West Ayton

Medieval-Modern

7201

Bowl barrow 700m north of Betton Farm (NHL1008128)

Bronze Age

9537

Cropmark trackway

Undated

9540

Bowl barrow 920m north of Betton Farm (NHL1008129)

Bronze Age

9568

Cropmark of curved ditch

Undated

9663

Bowl barrow 950m north of Betton Farm

Bronze Age

9664

Cairn

Bronze Age

9665

Burial

Bronze Age

9666

Burial

Bronze Age

12595

Ridge and Furrow

Medieval/Postmedieval

12596

Ridge and Furrow

Medieval

16471

Possible enclosure cropmark

Undated

23665

Coin found at Bretton Farm

Medieval

36499

Milepost

19th Century

65178

Pottery

Roman/Medieval

65192

Possible Medieval Barn

Medieval

65196

Site of a Fulling Mill

Medieval-Postmedieval

529964

41-42 Castlegate

Post-medieval

529973

32 Castlegate

Post-medieval

529974

30 Castlegate

Post-medieval

529983

Betton Farm

Post-medieval

532169

House in Castlegate

Post-medieval

1432977

Cropmark enclosure and ring ditch

Undated

1532364

Quarry

20th century

1532377

Cropmark ditch

Undated

1532382

Curvilinear ditch

Undated
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Post-medieval – Modern Periods (mid-16th – present)
6.3.11
East Ayton was principally owned by the De Percy family until the majority of the land was
put up for sale and split up, largely amongst its tenants, in 1912 (CAA, 2014). As well as the
designated assets listed above, the historic core of the village has a number of other historic
buildings dating to the 18th and 19th centuries: 41-42 Castlegate, a pair of one and a half
storey cottages, possibly representing the remains of a 17th century longhouse
(NRHE529964); 32 Castlegate a late 18th /early 19th century house (NRHE529973), 30
Castlegate, dating to the early to mid-19th century (NRHE529973) and NRHE532169, a house
of the late 18th and early 19th century, also on Castlegate. Betton farm also boasts a late 18th
century farmhouse (NRHE529983). A milepost (HER36499) of 19th century date survives
along Racecourse Road.
6.3.12

Across the road and north from Ayton Castle is the site of a 20th century quarry
(NRHE1532364) that had closed by 2009. A further quarry is shown on the historic mapping
to the east of the site from at least 1854, known as Ayton, and then Betton, Quarries and
contained lime kilns.

6.3.13

The site was within an area known as East Field according to the cartographic evidence and
was likely part of one of the village open fields.

6.4

Map Regression

6.4.1

Jeffery’s map of Yorkshire 1771 (Fig. 3)
This map shows the site as open land on the valley side.

6.4.2

Ordnance Survey First Series, Sheet 95SW – Scarborough, 1857
The site is shown as open field. The track to the east, opposite Betton Farm is shown as a
road leading up to Box Hill and there is a road running east-west to the north of the site,
from the Box Hill road to the current location of Seavegate Farm. To the north of this road
are marked tumuli and lime kilns. Ayton Quarries is shown.

6.4.3

Ordnance Survey 1854 (1:10,560) (Fig 4).
The site is shown as formed by part of two fields, divided north-south by a hedge/fence line.
The tracks mentioned above are shown.

6.4.4

Ordnance Survey 1893 (1:2,500) (Fig 5).
No significant change. The tracks appear to have become disused.

6.4.5

Ordnance Survey 1912 (1:2,500) (Fig 6).
No significant change.
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6.4.6

Ordnance Survey 1928 (1:2,500) (Fig 7).
No significant change.

6.4.7

Ordnance Survey 1958, (1:10,560) (Fig. 8)
A group of four buildings has appeared in the western field.

6.4.8

Ordnance Survey 1970 ( 1:2500) (Fig. 9)
The site now consists of parts of three unequal fields. The buildings have gone and the
boundary in the centre of the site now includes a strip of woodland or overgrown
hedge.

6.4.9

Ordnance Survey 1985 ( 1:2500) (Fig. 10)
The western half of the site has now been divided into four plots .

6.5

Site Visit and Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC)

6.5.1

A site visit was undertaken on 08/06/17 by Nansi Rosenberg. The site is divided into two
fields, east and west. The western field is rough pasture with hedges and trees at the
southern end. The eastern field is under arable.

6.5.2

The area is described in the HLC as Modern Improved Fields: formerly Planned Enclosure
(HNY10246).

6.5.3

There was no LiDAR data available.

6.6

Geophysical Survey (Figure 12)

6.6.1

A geophysical (magnetometer) survey was carried out in September 2017 to assist in the
identification of potential archaeological features. A single possible ditch-like anomaly was
recorded but despite having a strong magnetic profile, there is no certainty that it is
archaeological in origin. Other anomalies recorded included a probable former field
boundary, evidence of ploughing alignments and geological responses. The western field
was unavailable for survey but the potential based on the responses from the eastern field
is considered low.

7.0

ASSESSMENT

7.1

Designated Assets

Step 3: Effects of proposed development
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7.1.1

The proposal is for the construction of a new residential development with access off
Racecourse Road (Fig. 11).

7.1.2

The proposal will have no direct impact on any designated assets. It shares views with
scheduled tumuli to the north (NHL1008128-30). The barrows are not discernible from the
site, being distant and having suffered substantially from erosion through ploughing and
some from antiquarian excavation. Standing at the monuments one can appreciate their
position in the landscape, on the edge of the Derwent valley, looking across to the northern
tip of the Wolds where there are comparable monuments. Given the distance, break of
slope, existing screening and wide landscape views, the presence of the development will
not significantly detract from this appreciation.

Step 4: Enhancement / Avoiding Harm
7.1.3
There are no recommendations.
Step 5: Conclusions
7.1.4
The development would have no significant impact on any designated heritage asset.

7.2

Archaeological Potential

7.2.1

There is abundant evidence for nationally significant prehistoric remains to the north of the
site and cropmark evidence would suggest that the extent of the barrow cemetery
represented by these assets is not known, However, the location of the site, further down
the slope might suggest a Low-Moderate potential for associated remains and the state of
preservation of any remains will have been affected by ploughing.

7.2.2

Later prehistoric remains in the form of potential settlement or fortified enclosures are
known south of the Racecourse Road from trial excavation and geophysical survey and the
potential for further such sites in the vicinity is demonstrated by the undated cropmark
evidence. The excavated example has also produce Roman material, as have excavations
within the settlement of Ayton.

7.2.3

There is a low potential for significant remains of the medieval and later periods. The site
was almost certainly open fields during the medieval period. Activity at Betton Farm may
extend back this far, having produced a medieval coin and appearing on early cartography,
but it is unlikely significant remains extend over the road.
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7.2.4

The geophysical survey has not identified any anomalies that can be interpreted with any
confidence as having archaeological origins.

7.2.5

The short lived 20th century buildings on the site are not considered to be significant and are
perhaps agricultural or stables.

8.0

CONCLUSIONS

8.1.1

The proposed development will not significantly affect any designated assets. There is a low
potential for prehistoric and/or Roman remains of regional significance.

8.1.2

A geophysical survey has been undertaken, identifying no features of certain archaeological
provenance. One ditch-like anomaly entering the site from the north but terminating after
a short distance may have archaeological origins. An evaluation excavation is likely to be
required and could be secured through a condition on any planning permission granted.
Should this evaluation reveal the presence of significant archaeological activity further
archaeological mitigation works will be required. This is in line with National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) guidelines.
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Figure 1 Site Location Map (source OS Opendata)
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Figure 2 Location Map showing Heritage Assets (information from North Yorkshire HER)
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Figure 3 Jeffrey's map of Yorkshire 1771
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Figure 4 Ordnance Survey, 1854, 1:10,560
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Figure 5: Ordnance Survey 1893, 1:2500
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Figure 6: Ordnance Survey 1912, 1:2500
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Figure 7: Ordnance Survey 1928, 1:2500
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Figure 8: Ordnance Survey 1958, 1:10,560
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Figure 9: Ordnance Survey 1970, 1:2500
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Figure 10: Ordnance Survey 1985, 1:2500
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Figure 11 Indicative site layout
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Figure 12: Geophysical survey interpretation (from SUMO 2017)
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Plate 1 Looking north from southwest corner

Plate 2 Looking southwest across The Nurseries
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Plate 3 Looking south from northeast corner

Plate 4 Looking north to barrows from northern site boundary
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Plate 5 Looking northeast across western field.

Plate 6 Looking south from northern site boundary
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